MAY - JUNE 2026 NEWSPAPER

e WWW.LOBSTERMEN.COM

Massachusetts Lohstermen press
NOAA on gear rules, regulatory process

Earlier this spring, leaders
from the Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association met with top
officials from the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration to voice growing con-
cerns over federal regulations
affecting the state’s commercial
lobster industry.

MLA Executive Director Beth
Casoni and Executive Committee
member Mark Ring joined a dis-
cussion with NOAA leadership,
including Eugenio Pineiro-Soler
and Sam Rauch III. The meet-
ing focused on a range of issues,
from emerging fishing technolo-
gies to the federal process used to
develop whale protection rules.

At the heart of the discussion
was the continued push for so-
called “on-demand” or ropeless
fishing gear, designed to reduce
the risk of whale entanglements
by eliminating vertical lines in
the water. Industry representa-
tives argued the technology is
not yet practical for widespread
use, citing high costs, operation-
al challenges, and limited adop-
tion among fishermen.

According to the MLA, support
for on-demand gear within the
industry remains extremely low.
Association leaders warned that
even limited experimental use
could expose the broader fleet to

risk if equipment malfunctions
were to result in a whale entan-
glement.

The issue is closely tied to on-
going efforts to protect the en-
dangered North Atlantic right
whale, a species whose declining
population has driven stricter
federal oversight of East Coast
fisheries.

Lobstermen also raised con-
cerns about the Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Team, the
multi-stakeholder body tasked
with recommending measures
to reduce whale entanglements.
MLA representatives criticized
the group’s process, arguing that
it lacks consistency and account-
ability because participants can

reverse their positions after

meetings conclude.

“If agreements reached during
multi-day discussions can later
be withdrawn, it calls into ques-
tion the value of the process,”
industry representatives said,
noting the time commitment re-
quired to participate.

MEETING, Page 17
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The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them. If your company is not listed
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2

MLA Sponsors

ALIVE & KICKING LOBSTER ~ CHRIS ELECTRONICS CORP. ~ HERCULES LOBSTER TRAP CO. NORTH ATLANTIC
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SALES & SERVICE 7815455073 Ext.16 CAPT. GEORDIE KING JASON PHILBROOK e
978.283.0806 www.fishermenservices.com  \1AR|NE SURVEYOR ROCKLAND, ME SUPERIOR LOBSTER
CapeAnnMarina.com FLEET PROPELLAR SERVICE  207.337.8706 207.596.7803 MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH, MA
CAPE SEAFOODS MIKE VALM kinggeordie@comcast.net N.E. MARINE & 774.773.5048
BAIT DEALER FAIRHAVEN, MA ROCK HARBOR INDUSTRIAL INC. www.superiorlobster.com
GERRY O'NEIL 508.979.8000 SHELLFISH CO. MIKE RICHARDSON (NH) TWO COUSINS FISH MARKET
GLOUCESTER, MA FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO. ORLEANS, MA 603.436.2836 | 81-834-9301 BRIAN O'DONOHOE
9784794642 FRIENDSHIP, ME 508.264.9747 Info@newenglandmarine.com FREEPORT, NY
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Published by the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association, Inc.
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066

— Published monthly -
Mailed to all paid members of the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
Newsletter Departments
Editor, Industry News, Notice Section, Editorial, Blog, Industry News, Promotions, Layout,
Advertising: Beth Casoni — Executive Director « Buy Sell Swap: Tracey Abboud
Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly
(Please note that all pre-paid ads for last year will be honored)

$50 — % Page Ad « $80 — %2 Page Ad = $110 — Full Page Ad « Color Ads — + $50 per ad

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association will continue
its efforts on your behalf to conserve the resource, protect your
livelihood, keep you informed, promote the industry and provide you
with increasing benefits as they are developed. MLA stands ready to
help you in anyway, at anytime — just let us know how!

Safe on the water and good fishing!

Stop by the MLA office and grab some bags or
boxes at your earliest convenience!
Locally Harvested with the Best Management Practices for Sustainability

Contact Us:

781-545-6984
www.lobstermen.com n
8 Otis Place Scituate, MA 02066

@masslobsterrmens

PORTLAND ELLSWORTH
84 Cove St, Maine 218 Bucksport Rd, Maine
207-772-6383 207-667-9390

*LIFE RAFT
INSPECTIONS & SALES

FASTER TURNAROUND TIMES
LOANERS AVAILABLE
ASK ABOUT PICKUP AND
DROP OFF LOCATIONS

VIKING~SURVITEC~ ELLIOT~
CREWSAVER~SWITLIK~
DBC~PLASTIMO~REVERE~ZODIAC and More

*SAFETY AND SURVIVAL
EQUIPMENT
FLARES, SURVIVAL SUITS,
EPIRBS, LIFE VESTS
SPINLOCK ~ ACR ~ KENT and More ...

*EPIRB BATTERY
REPLACEMENT CENTER

*INFLATABLE BOATS &
TORQEEDO
ELECTRIC MOTORS*

SALES & SERVICE ~
We service what we sell!

Professional, Quality
work you can depend on!
Personalized consultations-learn

about what to expect in the event
of an emergency.



44 South Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Phone: 508-993-0010 Fax: 508-993-9005
Securing - Lifting - Rigging

82 MacArthur Dr. New Bedford, MA 02740
Phone: 508-992-9519 Fax: 508-992-9419

“PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN”
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OUR NEWEST FIRE PROTECTION

www.Hercules-SLR-US.com

JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com USCG Safety Inspection Station #327

7
0‘0

Marine Hardware
Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope
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Buoys & Floats
Lobster Bands
PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats
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Insulated Tubs
Cordage & Twine
Mooring Equipment
Boarding Ladders
Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro
Leadline
Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform
HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD
Golf & Batting Cage Netting
ACR Electronics
Sales & Service
for your E.P.I.R.B.
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Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear

Fish Totes Inflatable PFD’s

Life Raft Sales
%+ Revere
< Elliot
<% Survitec
% Switlik
All brands accepted
for service

Fenders & Buoys-All Colors

Boots from
Honeywell Safety

On-Board Vessel Inspections & Safety Drills
Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors:

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401

Nate Winterson 508-993-0010

Imperial
Survival Suits
Sales & Annual

Inspections
Done in house
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ARE YOU INSURED?

EXPERT GUIDANCE
CUSTOMIZED SOLUTIONS

Protect your business on the water

with our Commercial NAVIGATE WITH CONFIDENCE

Marine Insurance

MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection WE OFFER:

Cooperative Ltd.

HULL COVERAGE
FISHERMEN SERVICES IS A Z';‘E’J\’Eg;'\c,’:Ri;:DEM"'TY
TEAM OF FISHERMEN, FORMER
CAPTAINS, AND EXPERIENCED EXTENDED POLICY LIMITS
MARITIME PROFESSIONALS, CHARTERING
WHICH MEANS WE UNDERSTAND MARINA COVERAGE

YOUR CHALLENGES—BECAUSE REQUEST A FREE ] ¥ [a]

WE'VE LIVED THEM TOO. QUOTE ONLINE BY 4™ +
CODE TODAY! |

SCANNING TO QR
CONTACT US (781) 545-5073 www.fishermenservices.com




This spring has felt less like a season and
more like a steady downpour of meetings—in-
dustry, organizational, and everything in be-
tween. As the saying goes, you’ve got to make
hay while the sun is shining, and by that mea-
sure, the past couple of months have been noth-
ing short of bright. It’s been busy, productive,
and, at times, overwhelming—but all in service
of keeping our fishery informed, represented,
and moving forward.

Now, with spring finally giving way to the
start of the fishing season, many of you are
already back on the water, setting gear and
settling into the rhythm of the work. If you're
not, there’s a good chance the whales are still
lingering. As we’ve seen year after year, they
tend to “flip the switch” around mid-May and
begin their migration north. Until then, we
wait, watch, and hope for a clear path forward.
Ideally, the gear is in—and the whales are gone.
One can hope.

Over the past several weeks, MLA leadership
has been actively engaged on multiple fronts.
Secretary/Treasurer Dave Casoni and Execu-
tive Director Beth Casoni attended the Seafood
Show, where they met with Eugenio Pifieiro
Soler, Assistant Administrator for NOAA Fish-
eries. The conversation focused on key federal
priorities and ongoing challenges facing the
industry. The following day, Beth was joined
by members of the MLA Executive Committee,
including Mark Ring, for meetings with NOAA
leadership in Gloucester. Discussions ranged
from the future of on-demand gear testing—
particularly concerning potential defunding—
to broader implications of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act. A more detailed summary of
these conversations is featured on the cover of
this issue.

Closer to home, MLA President Sooky Saw-
yer, who serves on the Massachusetts Ma-
rine Fisheries Commission, participated in

the Commission’s March meeting. One of the
major outcomes was the decision to withdraw
proposals related to horseshoe crab quota real-
location and lobster permitting changes. The
MLA did not support these measures, citing
concerns about unintended consequences—
particularly the possibility of opening the door
to expanded federal-water fleets, especially in
Lobster Management Area 1.

Earlier this spring, Beth also took part in
meetings of the Commercial Fisheries Com-
mission. These discussions covered a wide
range of topics, from strengthening the eco-
nomic value of locally harvested seafood to
expanding in-state processing capacity. A con-
sistent point of emphasis has been the urgent
need for more lobster processing within the
state. With rising fuel costs and the reality that
roughly 80% of processed lobster is currently
shipped to Canada, the economic burden ulti-
mately falls on lobstermen. Increasing local
processing isn’t just a logistical improvement,
it’s a necessary step toward preserving profit-
ability within the fleet.

The MLA’s Annual Membership Meeting
brought together participants from across the
Commonwealth and sparked meaningful dia-
logue about the future of lobster management.
Much of the conversation centered on the in-
tersection of whale protection measures and
the sustainability of the lobster resource. Beth
introduced several forward-looking—at times
challenging—ideas to help initiate discussion,
emphasizing that none were entirely new but
all deserved renewed consideration. Members
responded with thoughtful, constructive input,
which will continue to be evaluated as these is-
sues develop.

It was also reiterated that MLA Delegates
play a critical role in shaping the organiza-
tion’s positions on lobster management. These
decisions are not made lightly, and member

involvement is essential. Anyone interested in
having a direct voice in this process is strongly
encouraged to become a Delegate.

In closing, after careful consideration and
discussion with the Executive Committee, we
want to share an important update: this will be
the final printed issue of the publication. Mov-
ing forward, we will transition to a fully digital
format. This shift will allow us to provide more
timely updates, interactive content, and direct
access to resources such as advertisers, regula-
tory agencies, and video materials. We are also
exploring the development of an audio version,
making it easier to stay informed while steam-
ing to and from your gear.

We understand that change can be difficult—
but it is also inevitable. As an industry, adapt-
ability has always been one of our greatest
strengths. We’ll adjust our sails, as we always
have, and continue ahead—together.

Wishing you calm seas and a strong season,

Betiv Cosond

Executive Director
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
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WINNICK INSURANCE

INSURANCE THE RIGHT WAY

AGCIDENT PROTEGTION INSURANGE

e Adults ages 18-69 can now purchase $500,000 of
coverage.

e The guaranteed level premium in Massachusetts is
$36.67 (automatic monthly withdrawal).

e There are no underwriting or medical questions.
e Product issued by Gerber Life Insurance Company.

Please contact us for additional details or to apply for coverage.

Warren Winnick, C.L.U.
Agent #B128-0701
The Winnick Insurance Agency, Inc.
36 Washington Street, Ste 130
Wellesley Hills, MA 02481

Tel 781 235-2525

Fax 781 239-0305
winnick.insurance@verizon.net

Gerber Life Insurance is a trademark. Used under license from Société des Produits Nestlé S.A. and Gerber Products Company.
Copyright © 2025 Gerber Life Insurance Company, White Plains, NY. Policy form series ACC 2014.

AGCY-071-Ad




Secretary Rollins announces the
creation of the USDA Office of Seafood

WASHINGTON, D.C., APRIL 15, 2026 -
Today, U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brooke L. Rollins alongside
U.S. Secretary of Commerce How-
ard Lutnick, US. Secretary of
the Interior Doug Burgum, White
House National Economic Coun-
cil Director Kevin Hassett, Alaska
Senator Dan Sullivan, and Maine
Senator Susan Collins announced
the creation of the new U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) Office
of Seafood. This first of its kind of-
fice will prioritize customer service
and ease of navigation for Ameri-
can seafood cultivators, producers,
and processors to access USDA pro-
grams.

“President Trump is the first
President to recognize fisherman
for the essential work they do to
sustain our food supply,” said Sec-
retary Rollins. “With the launch
of the USDA Office of Seafood, we
are honoring decades of hard work
on the water and opening the door
to new opportunities, stronger
support, and a brighter future for
the seafood industry. Today’s an-
nouncement, in addition to the his-
toric tax cuts and investments in ru-
ral America made possible through
the priorities and provisions in the
Working Families Tax Cuts, is truly
a new chapter for America’s fisher-
men.”

“The Department of the Interior
is thrilled to support the estab-
lishment of the first-ever Seafood
Office at the Department of Ag-
riculture - an initiative that puts
the people who help feed America
first,” said Secretary Burgum.
“American fishermen are the back-
bone of coastal economies and a
vital part of our nation’s food se-
curity. By improving coordination
across agencies, the Seafood Office
will ensure these fishermen can
fully access the tools and programs
they need to thrive.”

“The Trump Administration is
committed to supporting Ameri-
can fishermen, strengthening our
coastal communities, and ensuring
families have access to affordable
high-quality American seafood,”
said Secretary Lutnick. “When
our fishermen win, America wins.”

“Fishing is the very founda-
tion of Maine’s heritage. Today,
the seafood industry in our region
generates more than $5 billion in
income and supports hundreds of
thousands of jobs, in addition to
providing a nutritious food supply,
delicious restaurant meals, and
sustaining entire coastal communi-
ties,” said Senator Collins. “I ap-
preciate that USDA is recognizing
our fishermen as farmers of the
sea and establishing the Office of
Seafood. The creation of this office
is a long overdue, essential step to
expanding seats at the table for our
hardworking fishing families, who
are a key piece of our nation’s his-
tory and our future as well.”

“Alaska’s fishermen deserve the
same federal attention, resources,
and risk management tools afford-
ed to America’s incredible farm-
ers,” said Senator Sullivan. “The
new USDA Office of Seafood—an
action I've been strongly advocating
for over the past decade—opens the
door to that opportunity. This office
is going to benefit everybody: all of

Alaska’s fishermen, our small busi-
nesses, and our many coastal and
Interior communities from across
the state. I thank Secretary Rollins
and Secretary Lutnick for working
closely with me and my team over
the past year to fully understand
the challenges facing our fishermen
and coastal communities and for
taking meaningful action on their
behalf. With this new office, we’re
going to build a stronger partner-
ship between USDA, Department
of Commerce, the entire Execu-
tive Branch, and our fishermen, so
they can continue to do what they
do best: sustainably harvesting the
freshest and healthiest wild seafood
in the world.”

“Proud to be part of the launch
of the inaugural, first-ever USDA
Office of Seafood! Food security is
national security which means pri-
oritizing domestic production and
strengthening our food supply here
at home. From our Florida coasts
to communities across the country,
we’re cutting red tape, backing our
fishermen, and ensuring American
seafood competes—and wins—on
the world stage. This office will not
only elevate and support commer-
cial production, but also advance
commonsense conservation so fu-
ture generations can thrive in this
industry. As Chair of the Aquacul-
ture Caucus, I'm grateful for the

tenacious leadership driving this
effort forward—Secretary Rollins,
Secretary Lutnick, Secretary Has-
sett, Secretary Burgum—and Presi-
dent Trump,” said Representative
Cammack.

Fifty years ago this week, the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conser-
vation and Management Act—the
primary law governing marine fish-
eries in U.S. federal waters—was
signed into law, providing the fish-
ing industry with long-term eco-
nomic stability. However, for years,
fishermen across the country have
been struggling to navigate pro-
grams at USDA that can help sup-
port their businesses.

With the creation of the USDA
Office of Seafood, the Federal gov-
ernment now enters a new era of
seafood policy where American
fishermen will be recognized by
USDA as a key part of the U.S. food
supply.

One of the primary roles of the
new USDA Office of Seafood will be
coordinating across USDA agencies
to ensure fishermen are integrated
into USDA programs and working
alongside the U.S. Department of
Commerce and other Federal part-
ners to revitalize the American sea-
food industry.

Today’s action supports USDA’s
implementation  of  President
Trump’s Executive Order 14276, Re-
storing American Seafood Competi-
tiveness. The USDA Office of Sea-
food will play an important role in
coordinating with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce in the develop-
ment of the America First Seafood
Strategy to promote production,
marketing, sale, and export of U.S.
fishery and aquaculture products
and strengthen domestic process-
ing capacity.

For additional information,
email seafood@usda.gov or visit
www.usda.gov/seafood
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Major changes to Boston Harbor
shellfish classification in the works

In 1925, a national typhoid epi-
demic caused by the consumption
of contaminated oysters led to
the closure of almost all of Bos-
ton Harbor to shellfishing. Since
then, only specially licensed
harvesters have been permitted
into certain areas to access mod-
erately contaminated softshell
clams destined for a shellfish pu-
rification facility. This is about to
change.

Thanks largely to the multi-
billion-dollar clean-up of Bos-
ton Harbor, water quality has
improved enough to reclassify
certain areas of the harbor to
Conditionally Approved, allow-
ing shellfishing for direct human
consumption. These areas in-
clude some of the most produc-
tive shellfish habitats in the Com-
monwealth in parts of Winthrop,
Hingham, and Hull. This will
allow both commercial and rec-
reational shellfishers to harvest
shellfish for their personal use or
direct sale into commerce for the
first time in a century. Not only
will this be a tremendous boon to
residents of the three towns, but
also to other Massachusetts resi-
dents interested in recreational
shellfishing.

Although some of these ar-
eas have been harvested over
the years on a limited basis, the
product (soft-shelled clams) was
required to be sent to DMEF’s
shellfish depuration plant in
Newburyport, where the clams
were purified before they could
go to market. While the depu-
ration process makes shellfish
safe to eat, it is expensive, labor
intensive, and is limited to a few

specially trained and certified
commercial harvesters. As such,
most residents of the Common-
wealth could not benefit from
this fishery. Reclassification in
Boston Harbor will eliminate the
need for this highly regulated
and controlled process and allow
this bountiful public resource to
benefit the general public.

While DMF has completed
its analysis demonstrating that
large areas of the Outer Harbor
are clean enough to be reclassi-
fied for direct harvest, the ac-
tual timing of the re-opening re-
quires additional collaboration
with the municipalities. As a
home-rule state, Massachusetts
is one of only two in the country
that cedes management of shell-
fishing in clean waters to the
local cities and towns. Because
Winthrop, Hingham, and Hull
have no history of managing
shellfisheries, some additional
steps are required before they
can allow shellfishing in their
communities.

First, a local management plan
must be developed to specify how
the fishery will be managed sus-
tainably. Second, enforceable
rules and regulations, as well as
a local permitting system, need
to be established. Third, a local
Shellfish Constable must be hired
and trained to oversee all aspects
of the fishery, including enforce-
ment. Additionally, in this case
where the areas will be subject
to routine closures following
rainfall, sewage spills, and other
unforeseen events that can nega-
tively affect water quality, the
towns will need to collaboratively

Portions of the areas within the red circles of the productive shellfish habitat in
greater Boston Harbor (shown in yellow) now meet water quality standards to
allow direct harvest of shellfish for the first time in 100 years.

develop a Conditional Area Man-
agement Plan (CAMP) with DMF.
CAMPs specify when potentially
harmful conditions exist, how
temporary closures will be imple-
mented, and who will be respon-
sible for enforcement.

To assist the towns in develop-
ing these new procedures, DMF
Shellfish Program staff have
already met with officials from
Winthrop, Hingham, and Hull,
each of whom have initiated
these time-consuming processes.
We can expect these areas to be-
gin opening in 2026 as these re-
quirements are put in place.

As filter feeders, shellfish have
the unique ability to accumu-
late any contaminants found in

the surrounding water. Because
of this biology, shellfishing for
direct human consumption can
only be allowed in areas with the
highest water quality designation
due to the risk to public health.
As such, re-opening these areas
to shellfishing is one of the stron-
gest indicators yet that the de-
cades-long Boston Harbor clean-
up was a success. We hope this
trend continues and we can re-
open additional areas of Greater
Boston Harbor in the future.

By Wayne Castonguay,
Gloucester Regional

Shellfish Supervisor
www.mass.gov/news/major-
changes-to-boston-harbor-shell-
fish-classification-in-the-works
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DONATE
TODAY!

to the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association

LEGAL DEFENSE FUND
MAY 2026 SUPPORTERS

Robert Andersen
Sallie & Betsy Baldwin
Henry Borges
William Bradbury
Brooks Trap Mill
Jane Carr
Erin Cignetti
Mark & Jennifer Cormier
The team at Cranberry Vine
Catering & Events
Robert Duseau
Leah Ferrera
Michael Flanigan
Steven Fosella
Tina Kalashian & Jeff Blair
In Memory of Steve Kelley
Eric Lorentzen
Eric A. Lorentzen
Kurt Mansbach
William & Tracey Monahan
Heather O'Brien
Robert O'Hara
In Memory of Michael O’'Malley
Hilary Parker
Robert Rooney
Therese Sauvageau
James Shea
Kevin Sheahan
Ashley Spencer
Dan & Diane Sullivan

VW 1 Gear Innovation Fund
Project Outline

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA), in partnership
with Real Time Data—the develop-
ers of the electronic logbook plat-
form Deckhand—worked together
to create a streamlined, workflow-
based application for commercial
lobstermen. This tool allows fisher-
men to record their catch and effort
while simultaneously and seam-
lessly capturing their location
within offshore wind lease areas in
the background.

Deckhand has proven to be a
highly adaptable platform, capable
of collecting multiple types of data
at once and distributing relevant
subsets to various data endpoints.
Its flexibility makes it an ideal so-
lution for the evolving needs of to-
day’s lobster fishing industry.

Initial funding supported the de-
velopment of this application with
direct input from lobstermen, en-
suring it aligns with real-world
practices and truly “works the way
they do.”

At its core, this project is de-
signed to support and protect fish-
ermen. Currently, six lobstermen
are equipped with Deckhand devic-
es integrated with the VW 1 Gear
Innovation workflow.

As participants utilize the sys-
tem, they will contribute to the
collection of fine-scale temporal
and spatial data across Southern
New England. This data will help
generate accurate insights to sup-
port mitigation and compensation
program applications, while also
demonstrating the value of elec-
tronic data collection to individual
businesses and the broader fishing
industry. Ultimately, the goal is to
expand adoption and maximize
participation in electronic data re-
porting across the industry.

In the long term, this project pro-
vides fishermen with onboard tech-
nology that significantly improves
the efficiency and ease of data col-

lection across multiple aspects of
their operations. A single Deck-
hand unit enables the recording of
catch and effort not only to meet
reporting requirements, but also to
support the verification of mitiga-
tion and compensation claims. By
capturing more precise and reli-
able data, the platform enhances
the quality of information shared
with key stakeholders.

Getting involved in this project
is an opportunity for lobstermen
to take control of their own data
and ensure their work is accurate-
ly represented in an increasingly
complex ocean landscape. As off-
shore wind development continues
to expand, having precise, self-col-
lected data on where and how you
fish is one of the strongest tools you

have to protect your livelihood and
support fair access to mitigation
and compensation programs. This
technology is designed to work the
way you do—simple, practical, and
built with input from fishermen—
while also reducing reporting
burdens and improving efficiency
onboard. By participating, you're
not only strengthening your own
operation, but also helping to build
a unified, data-driven voice for the
lobster industry that can better ad-
vocate for its future.

If you are interested in getting
set up with your very own Deck-
hand device for the 2026 fishing
season, call MLA’s Adminis-
trative Director Julia Logan at
781-545-6984 ext. #3 or email at
jlogan@lobstermen.com
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FROM BUOY TO TRAP %

NEW MLA
MEMBERS
MAY 2026

JOHN MORAN

Biz: Athearn Marine
Port: Fairhaven

MIKE MORAN
F/V: Cindy Lee
Port: Hampton Harbor, NH

BEN MORGAN

Rockbottom Runners

Our precision formulation
and process has been
refined over the years

to provide the optimum
balance of strength and
flexibility... —and the

vise test shows it

RYAN ANACKO

Biz: Anacko Cordage Co.
Port: Warren, RI

SKIP BENNETT
F/V: Uptown Girl
Port: Duxbury

RYAN BROWN

Ov.er 20 YEARS F/V: Miss Fortune F/V: Ben Fishing
of fishing; Port: Seabrook, NH Port: Chatham
Well over HALF Could you do this with ERIC DOUCETTE JAMES NASH
A MILLION sold any other concrete runner? F/V: Zeus F/V: Ann Marie
—— Port: Manchester-by-the-sea Port: S. Chatham
DENISE GILBRIDE FRANK ONESCHUK

SOLID STEEL CORE

- TOUGH POLYMER OCEAN-TESTED for years...

aircraft carrier decking and

COATING
pilings in the marine borer
intense Panama
Canal Zone.
Over
6 YEARS
of fishing. _
The toughest species
Over a QUARTER of junglewood we’ve found

MILLION sold

We are constantly listening to our customers:
Your feedback + continuous improvement
= proven reliability

... and the only kind we sell.

www.lobstermen.com

[
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Here to serve you!

Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Mike Wadsworth (207) 542-0841 mikew@friendshiptrap.com

Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Visit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com

F/V: Cassidy Lynne
Port: Hampton Harbor, NH

JOSHUA T. HEATH
F/V: Sheila Ann
Port: Hampton Harbor, NH

WILLIAM HERRICK
F/V: Sarah Jean
Port: Newbury

ALEX IACONO
F/V: Storm Elizabeth
Port: Provincetown

VINNY IACONO
F/V: Miss Mia
Port: Menemsha

NICK MARTIN
F/V: Time and Tide
Port: Sandwich

JACOB MARSHALL
F/V: Helen Irene
Port: Fairhaven

F/V: Martha Porter
Port: Pt. Judith, RI

DAVID PETERSON
F/V: Bjorn
Port; Chatham

STEPHEN PIETRUSKA
F/V: Kayley J
Port: Fairhaven

CHARLES RONEY
F/V: Cynthia Anne
Port: East Hampton, NY

MATTEUS SCHEFFER
F/V: Mary Knight
Port: Menemsha

KEVIN WARK
F/V: Dana Christine 2
Port: Barnegat Light

T
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NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.

Distributor of Michigan Propellers
Inboard ¢ Outhoard

Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer
Computerized Dynamic Balancing

° Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications

e Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 2000 [Ays fin Stodk
e Sierra Engine Parts for All Outhoards & 10s

e CDI Electronics * Camp & Godfrey Zincs
e NGK Spark Plugs
e Duramax Cutless Bearings ® Spurs Line Cutters
e PSS Dripless Shaft Seals
e Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes
e S/S Shafting ¢ Drive Savers ¢ Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360

Tel: 508-747-6666 800-635-9504 - neprop.com




Assistant Administrator for NOAA
Fisheries Eugenio Pineiro-Soler
(left) with MLA Executive Director
Beth Casoni (right).

Meeting

FROM PAGE 1

Despite the criticisms, both
sides described the meeting
as constructive. NOAA offi-
cials, according to the MLA,
expressed appreciation for the
industry’s candid feedback.

Massachusetts lobstermen
point to significant progress
already made in reducing risk
to whales, estimating the state
has achieved roughly 93 per-
cent of required risk reduc-
tion targets through measures
such as gear modifications
and fishing restrictions.

Attention now turns to NO-
AA’s forthcoming Biologi-
cal Opinion, a key regulatory
document that will determine
whether additional changes are
required for the lobster fishery
to comply with federal endan-
gered species protections.

For an industry that has op-
erated along the coast of Mas-
sachusetts for generations,
the stakes remain high. The
outcome of ongoing federal
reviews could shape not only
future conservation measures,
but also the economic viabili-
ty of one of the region’s most
iconic fisheries.

Henry Lind receives 2025
David L. Belding Award

Since 1989, the David L. Beld-
ing Award has been presented
annually by the Marine Fisher-
ies Advisory Commission and
the Massachusetts Division of
Marine Fisheries (DMF) to rec-
ognize an individual’s dedica-
tion to promoting the conserva-
tion and sustainable use of the
Commonwealth’s resources. Dr.
Belding was a pioneer in marine
science and aquaculture in the
early 1900’s, building the first
marine laboratory on Cape Cod
to research how shellfish can be
grown from seed to alleviate fish-
ing pressure on wild populations.
His prolific scientific career
produced substantial research,
spanning from river herring to
aquaculture, that is still refer-
enced today.

Earlier this month, Henry Lind
was recognized with this award
for his contributions and leader-
ship in shellfish management.
For more than 50 years, Henry
Lind has been a tireless stew-
ard of the marine environment
and a passionate advocate for
managers and researchers who
help ensure the sustainable use
of these valuable resources. His
career began in 1971, studying
salt marshes in Eastham for an
undergraduate course. He served
the Town of Eastham for over 34
years as a Conservation Agent,
Shellfish Constable, Harbor Mas-
ter, and Natural Resources Direc-
tor. His work included managing
and maintaining the passage of
local herring runs and support-
ing environmentally friendly
solutions to coastal erosion. The
impact of Henry’s contributions
to shellfish management and re-
search, however, is particularly
remarkable. He helped establish

Henry Lind (leftmost) stands with (left to right) Raymond Kane, Chairman of
the Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission (MFAC) , Bill Amaru, member of
the MFAC, and Dan McKiernan, Director of Division of Marine Fisheries.

municipal quahog propagation
efforts, supported harmful algal
bloom research when Paralytic
Shellfish Poisoning (PSP) be-
came a recurring threat to shell-
fish on Cape Cod, and contribut-
ed to early experimentation and
modification of upweller technol-
ogy for intermediate grow-out of
shellfish seed.

The impact of Henry’s passion
and expertise in this field reaches
beyond himself with his role as
a founding member of the Mas-
sachusetts Shellfish Officers As-
sociation (MSOA). Through Hen-
ry’s dedication, he spearheaded
formal training for shellfish con-
stables that explored shellfish
biology, commercial and recre-
ational fisheries management,
and law enforcement, which has

been crucial to the MSOA and
DMF’s work for decades.

Even in retirement, Henry con-
tinues to contribute to these same
efforts as a volunteer, exhibiting
exemplary dedication to shellfish
management and those who rely
on these natural resources. As
a capstone to his career, Henry
is currently leading the effort to
modernize and expand shellfish
constable training through an
upgraded hybrid and accessible
course. He embodies the same
curiosity, care, and passion that
led Dr. Belding through his re-
markable career, and he is an
exceptional recipient of the 2025
Belding Award.

https://www.mass.gov/
news/henry-lind-receives-
2025-david-l-belding-award
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What'’s been going on:
Lobster Foundation of
Massachusetts Updates

On April 14th, the Lobster Founda-
tion of Massachusetts (LFoM) hosted
the “Scrap It!” South Shore Gear
Cleanup Initiative in partnership with
the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s As-
sociation (MLA), the Massachusetts
Division of Marine Fisheries, and
Molloy Disposal at the MLA head-
quarters in Scituate, MA.

The event gave commercial lob-
stermen a dedicated opportunity to

responsibly dispose of unwanted, out-
dated, or damaged gear. Fishermen
were encouraged to clear out old gear
from their yards, helping remove gear
that’s been sitting around unused for
years from working waterfronts and
surrounding properties.

In total, approximately 2,100 Ilbs.,
was collected and properly disposed
of, keeping it out of the water and off
local property.

The goal is simple: give lobster-
men a practical, responsible way to
get rid of gear that’s no longer usable,
whether it’s on the boat, at the dock,
or sitting in the yard.

At the same time, it helps reduce
marine debris, protect the marine en-
vironment, and support the long-term
health of the fishery.

Building on this momentum, the
upcoming “Scrap It!” North Shore
Lobster Gear Cleanup Initiative (April
27-29) will continue to give lobster-
men a simple way to safely dispose of
old gear and keep Massachusetts wa-
ters clean.

LFOM GRAPPLING PROJECT UPDATE

LFoM is seeing steady progress on
the grappling with technology proj-
ect. In November 2025, a successful
engineering test was conducted using
both pole mount and tow body setups
in a busy, working channel.

Heavy boat traffic, noise, and real

fishing conditions did not slow the
system down.

It was still able to detect and track
multiple geo-locators and provide re-
liable location data for gear recovery
under conditions that closely mirror
real fishing operations.

The focus now is on refining sys-
tem performance, so it operates more
smoothly, adapts to changing environ-
mental and operational conditions,
and integrates more naturally into
existing fishing practices.

Additional geo-locators are also be-
ing developed to support continued
testing in real-time fishing scenarios.



From a cost standpoint, grappling
with technology offers a more afford-
able alternative to pop-up buoy sys-
tems, which are costly to purchase,
deploy, and maintain.

Grappling with technology will help
reduce gear conflict between fixed
and mobile gear fisheries and support
NARW conservation by eliminating
vertical lines in the water column,
lowering entanglement risk while
maintaining effective gear location
and recovery.

Looking ahead, five more vessels will
be outfitted in Fall 2026 ahead of Win-
ter 2027 trials to evaluate performance
under real-time fishing scenarios.

LFoM will continue working closely
with fishermen to improve the sys-
tem, ensuring the tools are practical,
reliable, cost-effective, and suitable
for everyday use on the water.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

I recently completed the Writing
for Green program, a 40-hour course
focused on helping people communi-
cate environmental and conservation
work in a clearer, more practical way,
especially when it comes to building
programs that actually work out in
the field and can get supported and
funded.

As Program Coordinator, I'm al-
ways thinking about how we share

information with the industry. If it’s
not clear or useful to the people on the
water, it doesn’t really do its job.

I'm working on sharpening these
skills because effective communica-
tion matters in this work. It helps keep
things understandable, keeps people
connected, and makes sure what
we’re doing actually makes sense
where it counts, in the fishery.

CLOSING THOUGHTS....

As the season opens and boats head
back out, it’s a reminder of what this
fishery delivers; delicious, nutritious
lobsters, harvested from our coastal
waters.

In Massachusetts, lobster isn’t just
part of the fishery, it’s part of who we
are. It’s built into our coastal commu-
nities, the working waterfronts, and
the families who have made their liv-
ing on the water for generations.

The heart of “Lobstervore” is put-
ting lobster back where it belongs:
front and center. Not as a luxury
food or an afterthought, but as a go-to,
high-quality, sustainably harvested
protein that comes straight from our
waters and our commercial lobster-
men. This is seafood royalty, no occa-
sion required.

Sweet, clean, and distinctly New
England, it carries the pride of a fish-
ery built on hard work, stewardship,
and tradition that still holds strong
today.

Being a “Lobstervore” is simple, it
means recognizing what we have here
is worth choosing, worth eating, and
worth keeping in the conversation
every time you think about what’s for
dinner.

Wishing you a safe and
productive fishing season,

Tracey Abboud
Program Coordinator

SERVING FISHERMEN SINCE 1946

Tel: (508) 999-4505

Email: sales@athearnmarine.com
www.athearnmarine.com

10 Union Wharf, Fairhaven, MA 02719
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Lobster Samples Needed

for Cooperative Research:

Genetic population structure of lobster
in U.S. waters for stock delineation

Project Summary

The Gloucester Marine Genomics
Institute (GMG]I) is using genetic tools
to evaluate the population structure

of American lobster across the Gulf of
Maine, Georges Bank, and Southern
New England to establish biologically
accurate stock boundaries. By analyz-
ing samples collected by lobstermen
and regional biologists, the study will
provide data to inform fisheries man-
agement and improve understanding
of lobster adaptation to changing en-
vironmental conditions.

We are looking for lobstermen to
collect lobster legs from late-stage
or hatching egger females (June to
December 2026) collected from off-
shore locations in US waters.

The red points in the map above
indicate general locations of need for
the project, not exact locations. If you
are fishing in these areas and want
to participate, please contact Tim

O’Donnell (contact info below).
Participating vessels that collect

the desired 25-40 legs from a loca-

tion will receive a $500 stipend.

For more details, please contact
Tim O’Donnell, the Principal Investi-
gator on the project, at GMGI via text,
call, or email:

Cell: 267-574-1042
Email: tim.odonnell@gmgi.org

GLOUCESTER MARINE GENOMICS INSTITUTE
417 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930 | www.gmgi.org



New England Marine
Engineering & Supply, Inc.

Marine « Industrial - Commercial « Refrigeration

10 TON ELECTRIC TITANIUM RSW

INTEGRATED MARINE SYSTEMS

"New England Marine Engineering & Supply, Inc & Integrated Marine
Systems, Inc is proud to announce & debut the new IMS 10 Ton Titanium
Electric RSW at the 2018 Seafood Processing North America Show on March
11-13 Booth 1875. Come see us and be the first to view the latest IMS system
to be introduced to the industry for the fishing vessels ranging from 40' - 80'.
It's going to be the talk of the show."

133 North Front Street, New Bedford, MA. 02740
www.nemesinc.com 1.800.540.8893
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The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
Division of Marine Fisheries
(617) 626-1520

www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

MAURA T. HEALEY KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL REBECCA L. TEPPER THOMAS K. O’'SHEA DANIEL J. MCKIERNAN
Governor Lt. Governor Secretary Commissioner Director

Fixed Gear Fishermen of Massachusetts,

MarineFisheries will be conducting its annual spring trawl survey throughout state coastal waters beginning May 4, 2026. Surveys have

been conducted each May and September since 1978 to provide a consistent sampling of benthic fishes and mobile invertebrates. Survey
data is used to monitor the condition of various marine stocks. The data is also used to inform the environmental review process, which
advises on ways to minimize construction impacts on fisheries resources. Maintaining access to the planned sampling sites is critical to

the integrity of the survey.

Please review either the live map on our website or the attached tables and maps of station locations. The live map displays all remaining
tow locations, the map can be found on our Review trawl survey updates (https://www.mass.gov/info-details/review-trawl-survey-
updates) web page. The live map has a feature which allows you to display your current location. On the upper lefthand side of the map
page select the “scope icon” button just below the home button. With the location feature toggled on, your device will display your live
location on the map in relation to tow circles and historical tows. This feature can be used to assure gear is not in conflict with planned
tows. We kindly ask for your cooperation and insist that all fixed gear be kept clear of the shaded station tow circles by the
dates listed in the table. The coordinates of each selected point are provided in the attached table. The live map and attached figures
show the station with a 1.5 n. mi. diameter circle around the selected point. All station circles are trimmed to the appropriate stratum
which represents actual station outline. This survey notice can also be accessed on our Review trawl survey updates (https://www.
mass.gov/info-details/review-trawl-survey-updates) web page. We will make every attempt to complete stations as timely as possible
to minimize inconvenience to fixed gear fishermen. Completed stations will be updated and announced daily to notify fishermen that
gear can be returned to the area. MarineFisheries is prepared to attach restrictions to permits (under 322 CMR 7.01 (7)), mandating that
fixed gear is not set on designated trawl survey sites between the announced date and notification of station completion. It remains our
hope that this action will be unnecessary.

Each day, the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) will be notified of survey progress and all completed stations will be
removed from the live map. The MLA will also post survey information on their website, Lobstermen.com, as well as on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/MASSLOBSTERMENS) (username: lobstermensassoc).

In the event of a delay due to weather, the schedule will be resumed as soon as working conditions permit. Fishermen can contact the
R/V Gloria Michelle on VHF channels 13 or 16 to determine the updated daily schedule.

Personnel aboard the NOAA R/V Gloria Michelle, a 65’ western rigged steel stern trawler with a blue hull and white deckhouse, will
carefully check each site for marked gear by cruising along a selected tow path before the net is set. Twenty-minute tows undertaken at
2.5 knots cover approximately 0.8 nautical miles. We encourage communicating helpful information to the R/V officers (via channels 13
or 16).

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and is vital to the effective monitoring of marine resources in the Commonwealth. If you have
any questions about the survey, please contact me (steve.wilcox@mass.gov or (978) 559-9260). If you have any questions about the
MarineFisheries website, or Facebook, please contact Story Reed (story.reed@mass.gov or (617) 626-1524).

Sincerely,

Steven Wilcox
Senior Marine Fisheries Biologist

Cc. Dan McKiernan, Director
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Massachusetts Marine Fisheries
Spring 2026 Planned Tow

Locations - Massachusetts Bay
to New Hampshire

May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for
Cape Ann and north.

Depth Date to Latitude Longitude | Latitude | Longitude | Station

feet relocate DD DD DD.dddd | DD.dddd ID
gear hy MM.mmm MM.mmm

0-30 5/8/2026 | 42°40.332' | -70°41.539' | 42.6722 | -70.6923 | 31-1
0-30 5/8/2026 | 42°45.176' | -70°47.437" | 42.7529 | -70.7906 | 31-2
31-60 | 5/8/2026 | 42°41.434' | -70°42.760' | 42.6906 | -70.7127 | 32-1
31-60 | 5/8/2026 | 42°48.084' | -70°47.796' | 42.8014 | -70.7966 | 32-2
61-90 | 5/8/2026 | 42°44.726' | -70°43.991' | 42.7454 | -70.7332 | 33-1
61-90 | 5/8/2026 | 42°41.834' | -70°38.998' | 42.6972 | -70.6500 | 33-2
61-90 | 5/8/2026 | 42°49.396' | -70°46.247" | 42.8233 | -70.7708 | 33-3
91-120 | 5/8/2026 | 42°42.018' | -70°38.369' | 42.7003 | -70.6395 | 34-1
91-120 | 5/8/2026 | 42°44.076' | -70°42.964' | 42.7346 | -70.7161 | 34-2
91-120 | 5/7/2026 | 42°39.203' | -70°34.100" | 42.6534 | -70.5683 | 34-3
121-180 | 5/7/2026 | 42°40.066' | -70°32.874' | 42.6678 | -70.5479 | 35-1
121-180 | 5/7/2026 | 42°36.327' | -70°33.764' | 42.6055 | -70.5627 | 35-2
121-180 | 5/8/2026 | 42°43.731' | -70°37.973" | 42.7288 | -70.6329 | 35-3
181+ 5/8/2026 | 42°43.791' | -70°36.577" | 42.7299 | -70.6096 | 36-1
181+ 5/7/2026 | 42°39.928' | -70°30.634' | 42.6655 | -70.5106 | 36-2

May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for Massachusetts Bay.

Depth Date to Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Station ID
feet relocate DD MM.mmm | DD MM.mmm DD.dddd DD.dddd
gear by
0-30 5/6/2026 | 42°17.110' | -70°51.782' 42.2852 -70.8630 31-4
0-30 5/7/2026 42°24.392" | -70°57.494' 42.4065 -70.9582 31-5
31-60 5/6/2026 | 42°16.979' | -70°48.788 42.2830 -70.8131 32-4
31-60 5/6/2026 | 42°17.882' | -70°50.214' 42.2980 -70.8369 32-5
31-60 5/6/2026 | 42°14.143' | -70°44.034' 42.2357 -70.7339 32-6
61-90 5/6/2026 | 42°23.261' | -70°53.423' 42.3877 -70.8904 33-5
61-90 5/7/2026 | 42°27.414' | -70°52.086' 42.4569 -70.8681 33-6
61-90 5/7/2026 | 42°24.714' | -70°53.981' 42.4119 -70.8997 33-7
91-120 5/6/2026 | 42°19.348' | -70°43.724' 42.3225 -70.7287 34-5
91-120 5/6/2026 | 42°23.412' | -70°49.746' 42.3902 -70.8291 34-6
91-120 5/7/2026 | 42°25.813' | -70°50.392' 42.4302 -70.8399 34-7
121-180 5/7/2026 | 42°30.477' | -70°41.100' 42.5080 -70.6850 355
121-180 5/7/2026 | 42°32.030' | -70°39.879' 42.5338 -70.6647 35-6
121-180 5/6/2026 | 42°22.002' | -70°41.636' 42.3667 -70.6939 35-7
181+ 5/7/2026 | 42°26.014' | -70°39.925' 42.4336 -70.6654 36-4
181+ 5/7/2026 | 42°31.613" | -70°36.449' 42.5269 -70.6075 36-5




May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for
western Cape Cod Bay.

Depth Date to Latitude Longitude Latitude Longi- Station
feet relocate DD DD DD.dddd tude ID
gear hy MM.mmm MM.mmm DD.dddd
0-30 | 5/4/2026 | 41°49.130' | -70°31.759' | 41.8188 | -70.5293 | 25-1
0-30 | 5/4/2026 | 41°44.434' | -70°18.989' | 41.7406 | -70.3165 [ 25-2
0-30 | 5/4/2026 | 42°01.622' | -70°36.960' | 42.0270 | -70.6160 | 25-3
31-60 | 5/4/2026 | 41°45.420' | -70°23.985' | 41.7570 | -70.3997 | 26-1
31-60 | 5/4/2026 | 41°57.376' | -70°33.574' | 41.9563 | -70.5596 | 26-2
31-60 | 5/4/2026 | 41°49.377' | -70°28.268' | 41.8229 | -70.4711 | 26-3
61-90 | 5/4/2026 | 41°50.500" | -70°26.869' | 41.8417 | -70.4478 | 27-1
61-90 | 5/4/2026 | 41°49.109' | -70°16.763' | 41.8185 | -70.2794 | 27-2
61-90 | 5/4/2026 | 41°47.816' | -70°19.321" | 41.7969 | -70.3220 | 27-3
91-120 | 5/4/2026 | 41°52.926' | -70°18.386' | 41.8821 | -70.3064 | 28-1
91-120 | 5/4/2026 | 41°55.102' | -70°19.711' | 41.9184 | -70.3285 | 28-2
91-120 | 5/4/2026 | 41°54.501' | -70°23.365' | 41.9084 | -70.3894 [ 28-3
121-180 | 5/4/2026 | 41°57.133" | -70°25.348' | 41.9522 | -70.4225 | 29-1
121-180 | 5/4/2026 | 41°59.353' | -70°23.815' | 41.9892 | -70.3969 | 29-2
121-180 | 5/4/2026 | 42°03.145' | -70°25.718' | 42.0524 | -70.4286 | 29-3

May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for

pepth | Dateto Taati::em Cfol::tzgd B:ﬁude rongi- | Statin May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for areas east of Cape Cod.
feet relocate DD DD DD.dddd tude ID Depth Date to relo- Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Station ID
gear by MM.mmm MM.mmm DD.dddd feet cate gear by DD MM.mmm DD MM.mmm DD.dddd DD.dddd
0-30 5/4/2026 | 41°54.514' | -70°06.211" | 41.9086 | -70.1035 | 25-5 0-30 5/10/2026 42°00.324' -70°01.090' 42.0054 -70.0182 17-1
0-30 | 5/4/2026 | 41°46.233' | -70°09.270' | 41.7705 | -70.1545 | 25-6 0-30 5/11/2026 41°36.585' -69°56.285' 41.6098 -69.9381 17-2
31-60 | 5/4/2026 | 41°49.296' | -70°09.003' | 41.8216 | -70.1500 | 26-5 31-60 5/10/2026 41°54.794' -69°57.004' 41.9132 -69.9501 18-1
31-60 | 5/4/2026 | 41°47.136' | -70°11.212" | 41.7856 | -70.1869 | 26-6 31-60 5/10/2026 42°02.702' -70°02.627' 42.0450 -70.0438 18-2
61-90 | 5/9/2026 | 42°01.626' | -70°09.051' | 42.0271 | -70.1508 | 27-5 31-60 5/10/2026 41°43.665' -69°53.324' 41.7277 -69.8887 18-3
61-90 | 5/4/2026 | 41°52.653' | -70°12.039' | 41.8776 | -70.2006 | 27-6 61-90 5/10/2026 41°57.385' -69°57.370' 41.9564 -69.9562 19-1
91-120 | 5/4/2026 | 41°54.111' | -70°14.781' | 41.9018 | -70.2463 | 285 61-90 5/10/2026 41°45.483' -69°53.307' 41.7581 -69.8885 19-2
91-120 | 5/4/2026 | 41°57.824' | -70°09.618' | 41.9637 | -70.1603 | 28-6 91-120 5/9/2026 42°06.177' -70°09.855' 42.1029 -70.1642 20-1
121-180 | 5/4/2026 | 42°00.411' | -70°15.366' | 42.0068 | -70.2561 | 29-5 91-120 5/10/2026 42°05.791" -70°07.406' 42.0965 -70.1234 20-2
121-180 | 5/4/2026 | 41°58.801' | -70°19.526' | 41.9800 | -70.3254 | 29-6 91-120 5/10/2026 42°02.989' -70°00.868' 42.0498 -70.0145 20-3
181+ | 5/9/2026 | 42°05.598' | -70°21.089' | 42.0933 | -70.3515 | 30-1 121-180 5/10/2026 41°48.342' -69°52.179' 41.8057 -69.8697 21-1
181+ 5/9/2026 | 42°03.008' | -70°17.095' | 42.0501 | -70.2849 | 30-2 121-180 5/9/2026 42°06.885' -70°10.320' 42.1148 -70.1720 21-2
181+ | 5/9/2026 | 42°05.536' | -70°15.418' | 42.0923 | -70.2570 | 30-3 121-180 5/9/2026 42°05.779' -70°11.892' 42.0963 -70.1982 21-3

Spring 2026 Planned Two Locations - Cape Cod Bay & East of Cape Cod

Massachusetts Marine Fisheries
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May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for Nantucket Sound.

Depth Date to relo- Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Station ID - - -

feet | categearby | DDMM.mmm | DDMMmmm | DD.dddd | DD.dddd Massachusetts Marine Fisheries

0-30 | 5/11/2026 | 41°19.569' | -70°12.934' | 413261 | -70.2156 151 . .

0-30 | 5/11/2026 | 41°31.304' | -70°05.273' | 415217 | -70.0879 152 Sprlng 2026 Planned Tow Locations
0-30 | 5/11/206 | 41°36.164' | -7013711° | 416027 | -70.2285 | 153 South of Cape Cod

0-30 | 5/11/2026 | 41°26.553' | -70°29.218' | 41.4425 | -70.4870 15-4

0-30 | 5/11/2026 | 41°33431' [ -70°25.411' | 415572 | -70.4235 155 May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations for Buzzards Bay and
0-30 | 5/11/2026 | 41°32.433' | -70°32.341' | 415406 | -70.5390 15-6 Vineyard Sound.

0-30 5/11/2026 | 41°32.658' | -70°03.851' 41.5443 -70.0642 15-7 Depth Date to Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude | Station ID
0-30 | 5/11/2026 | 41°36.043 | -70°10.200° | 416007 | -70.1700 15-8 feet ’;e"a’ff; DD MM.mmm | DD MM.mmm { DD.dddd | DD.dddd

030 | o/1l/2026 | 4131189 | 70°20.194' | 41.5198 | -70.3366 159 0-30 5/11/2026 | 41°29.886' | -71°03.593' | 41.4981 | -71.0599 111
0-30 5/11/2026 | 41'35.030 | -/0"15.665 415838 702611 15°10 0-30 5/11/2026 | 41°34.711' | -70°54.762' | 415785 -70.9127 112
31760 | 5/11/2026 | 41720824 | 70°04941 | 413471 | 700824 161 0-30 5/11/2026 | 41°40.658' | -70°41.885' | 416776 | -70.6981 113
3160 | S/11/2026 | 4132869 | 7022872 | 415478 | 703812 102 31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°24.343' | -70°46.992' [ 41.4057 [ -70.7832 12-1
31760 | 5/11/2026 | 41728391 | 7009871 | 414732 | 701645 163 31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°35.942' | -70°43.555' | 415990 [ -70.7259 122
31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°30.555' | -70°09.048' | 415092 | -70.1508 16-4 00 | 5112006 | 431503 | 7052660 | 15051 | 08777 3
31760 | 5/11/2026 | 41723329 | 70°09.334 | 413888 | 70.15%6 169 31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°21.556' | -70°49.842' | 413593 [ -70.8307 124
31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°29.168' | -70°28.140' | 41.4861 | -70.4690 166 00 | 5112006 | 4332002 | 70s8212 | 15501 | 70806 s
31760 | 51172026 | 41726711 | 70°05.793 | 414452 | 700966 167 61-90 | 5/11/2026 | 41°22.329' | -70°49.597' | 413721 | -70.8266 131
31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°34.472' | -70°05.533' | 415745 | -70.0922 168 100 | 5112006 | 422503 | 7047950 | 413757 | 70799 7
31760 | 5/11/2026 | 41721383 | 7003176 | 413564 | 700529 169 61-90 | 5/11/2026 | 41°26.655' | -71°00.888' | 41.4442 | -71.0148 133
3160 | S/11/2026 | 4130217 | J001987 | 41505 | 700531 110 91-120 | 5/11/2026 | 41°21.411' | -70°55.176' | 413568 | -70.9196 14-1
31-60 | 5/11/2026 | 41°24.927° | -70°07.215' | 41.4154 | -70.1203 16-11

May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations south and east of

May 2026 spring trawl survey station locations southwest of
Gay Head and south of Martha’s Vineyard.

Nantucket. Depth Date to Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Station ID

Depth Date to relo- Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude Station feet relocate DD MM.mmm | DD MM.mmm DD.dddd DD.dddd

feet cate gear hy DD MM.mmm DD MM.mmm DD.dddd DD.dddd ID gear by

0-30 5/11/2026 41°28.941" -70°00.455' 41.4824 -70.0076 17-4 0-30 5/11/2026 | 41°18.349" | -70°23.189' 41.3058 -70.3865 11-5
0-30 5/11/2026 41°23.353' -70°00.674' 41.3892 -70.0112 17-5 0-30 5/11/2026 | 41°16.730" | -70°25.544' 41.2788 -70.4257 11-6
0-30 5/11/2026 41°16.562" -70°15.496' 41.2760 -70.2583 17-6 31-60 5/11/2026 | 41°17.604' | -70°45.521' 41.2934 -70.7587 12-7
31-60 5/11/2026 41°16.053' -70°17.545' 41.2676 -70.2924 18-5 31-60 5/11/2026 | 41°19.332' | -70°38.668' 41.3222 -70.6445 12-8
31-60 5/11/2026 41°14.762' -70°13.535' 41.2460 -70.2256 18-6 61-90 5/11/2026 | 41°18.610" | -70°37.770' 41.3102 -70.6295 113H3)
31-60 5/11/2026 41°14.009' -70°03.436' 41.2335 -70.0573 18-7 61-90 5/11/2026 | 41°18.317' | -70°43.212' 41.3053 -70.7202 13-6
61-90 5/11/2026 41°12.198' -70°06.897' 41.2033 -70.1150 19-4 91-120 5/11/2026 | 41°13.687' | -70°45.187' 41.2281 -70.7531 14-3




877'283'3334 Gloucester, Mass

Wwww.rosesmarine.com

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts

& Accessories

=WBIVI

WEETERN BRANGH METALS, U

e Best Pricing
e |argest Inventory
e Fastest Turnaround

Call Peter Tetrault for a shafting quote

Hydraulic Valves in Stock

Commercial
DVA20 - 40 cpPwm
DVA35 - 60 cpwm

Cross SBA2 now available w/ S.S.
Spool 30 cPm — (Replaces SPW4)

Hydraulic Hoisting Winches
2850 |b & 10,000 Ib
Hoisting Capacity
IN STOCK

Power Steering Pumps in Stock

V20 VTM V10

Clutches & Drive Components

The Best Deckplate on the Market

® Double acme thread design
No more cross- threading.
® Socket wrench tightened
No more worn
spanner wrench holes

Available in 4”, 6, 8,” 10,” or 12” opening

Spiral Baffled
Mufflers

Stainless Steel

Critical Grade, In-Line Mufflers

In-Line Mufflers
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Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the pallet. We also offer
wholesale and volume discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

- Large inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some trap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

294 Ocean St 86 Cemetary Rd
Brant Rock, MA Stonington, ME
781-834-9301 207-367-2692




NOAA’S NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS)
2026 MARINE MAMMAL AUTHORIZATION CERTIFICATE

A. Authorization:

Pursuant to Section 118 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1387), the implementing
regulations at 50 CFR Part 229, and subject to the terms and conditions below, NOAA's National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) issues this Authorization Certificate, which, when presented in combination with a current/valid
state or federal fisheries permit, authorizes the taking of non-endangered/non-threatened marine mammals
incidental to commercial fishing operations in Category I or II fisheries.

B

.. Terms and Conditions:

All incidental mortality or injury of marine mammals occurring in the course of commercial fishing
operations must be reported to NMFS within 48 hours after the end of each fishing trip in which the
incidental death or injury occurred, using the appropriate reporting form, even if the trip is observed.

This Authorization Certificate, or a copy of it, must be on board the vessel during commercial fishing operations.

Authorization Certificate holders must comply with any applicable take reduction plans and emergency
regulations.

If requested to do so by NMFS or a designated contractor providing observer services to NMFS, an
Authorization Certificate holder must take aboard an observer to accompany the vessel on fishing trips and
must possess a valid Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety Examination decal issued by the U.S. Coast Guard.

When necessary to deter a marine mammal from damaging fishing gear, catch, other private property, or from
endangering personal safety, the vessel owner, operator, or crew members may use measures which do not
result in serious injury or death of the animal pursuant to the deterrence provisions of the MMPA.

A marine mammal may not be intentionally killed in the course of commercial fishing operations except where
imminently necessary in self-defense or to protect the life of a person in immediate danger. Such lethal taking
must be reported to NMFS within 48 hours after the end of each fishing trip in which the mortality
occurred, using the appropriate MMAP mortality/injury reporting form.

Any marine mammal incidentally taken must be immediately returned to the sea unless directed otherwise by
NMFS or a NMFS-authorized observer.

This Authorization Certificate, or a copy, must be made available upon request to any state or federal
enforcement agent authorized to enforce the Act, any designated agent of NMFS, or any contractor providing

observer services to NMFS.

This Certificate is not transferable. In the event of a change in vessel ownership, the Authorization Certificate
is void and a new Authorization Certificate must be obtained by the new owner.

If the registered vessel is sold or destroyed or is replaced by a new designated vessel, an authorization must
be obtained for the new vessel.

Any person who violates these Terms and Conditions, regulations under 50 CFR Part 229, or any provisions of
Section 118 of the MMPA, shall be subject to the penalties set forth in the MMPA.

This certificate is valid from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026
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MILA Classifieds

Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00.
Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA office to renew.
781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com

*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

Beware of SCAM calls. We are unable
to filter calls. Please be cautious.

AD#1 (4/26) FOR SALE - 35+4 Rosbor-
ough lobster ¢7 CAT 9400 hours, twin disc
transmission, new hydraulics & electronics,
new winter back & doors, 21 feet of deck be-
hind wheelhouse. Dave-339-309-9767

AD#2 (4/26) FOR SALE - 1980 Bob Rich
40 wooden lobster boat. 471 Detroit diesel,
twin disc gear, hydro-slave pot hauler w/
diverter valve for other fisheries. Two 75gal
fuel tanks (fiberglass) under deck, full cab-
in, GPS, Furuno depth sounder, VHF radio,
MA coastal Area 1 lobster permit, 800 traps.
Federal Area 1 lobster permit endorsements
(ground-fish/dogfish) 800 pot limit. 140
wire lobster traps, some never used (brand
new) 60-70 buoys, extra ropes, safety equip-
ment, sea anchor, 12’ fiberglass skiff misc.;
lobster related equipment, spare propeller
(never used) trap related repair equipment.
$65,000. firm. Bill at 781-834-7418

AD#3 (4/26) FOR SALE - Full Lobster
Business Retiring - MA. Coastal Area 1 Lob-
ster Permit 800 trap allocation. 30 ft. Novi
Fiberglass Lobster Boat / Leymen 6 cylin-

der 135 hp diesel engine 1992+700 older
traps, rope, buoys, Mooring 300lb mush-
roomw/ chain. $35,000 for whole business.
Text Brian 781-715-4732

AD#4 (2/26) FOR SALE - 38ft Webers
Cove -800 trap-500 double power traps.
$70,000 Call 781-289-3319

AD#5 (5/26) FOR SALE - 1989 Privateer
Renegade 24.5 ft w/ 1/0. Set up for lobster/
pleasure. Installed brand new Mercury 350
engine in 2016, has 7.5 hours running time.
All electronics are Ray Marine: GPS RN
300, Fish finder L750, C-map RC520, Radar
RL70, VHS RAY50DSC, Handheld VHF Stan-
dard Horizon HX280S, West Marine AM/FM
Radio.10"" hydro-slave hauler, 6 Lifejackets,
Danforth Anchor, 76 Lobster Traps, candy
striped & red rope, Boat trailer cruise-mas-
ter dual axle with electric winch, & miscella-
neous parts. $23,500 or BRO Call/text Dan
508-367-5240

AD#6 (4/26) FOR SALE - 22’ Sisu lobster
boat w/ 150 HP Evinrude OB needs work,
has 12" Hydraulics hauler, runs off Honda
Hydraulics. Power pack needs work and
comes w/ bunk trailer. Asking $8,000. or

B.O. Call Robert after 5:00 PM. 617-846-
3714 or 617-560-3842

AD#7 (4/26) FOR SALE - Rope 3/8 Ever-
son 15 pot trawls spliced. Buoy lines in-
cluded. $100/trawl. Call/text anytime. Tim
978-767-1711

AD#8 (4/26) FOR SALE 70 traps, line &
buoys $50. each or B.0. Some repair stuff.
Call Robert after 5:00 PM 617-846-3714 or
617-560-3842

AD#9 (4/26) FOR SALE - Never used
propeller 32x30x2.5 High Nibral 5 blade
$5,000.00 Never used raw water pump w/
housing & drive gear for Deutz engine 1015
$2,500.00 Text 617-694-4802

AD#10 (11/25) FOR SALE - 28.2ft boat,
built in 1976, engine cat 3208, 265HP trans
2.1twin disk fiberglass JC hull. Area 1 Coast-
al lobster permit-800 traps, 700 3ft lobster
traps with rope and buoys. Call Joe @ 978-
239-5927.

AD#11 (1/26) FOR SALE - 40+ FISH POTS,
(Blackfish / Sea bass) 20 brand new 36" X
18" X 13, 20+ traps similar sizes, excellent
condition, ready to fish, with ground lines,

floats, etc. GILL NETS (10 assorted, some
new or recent rehangs (Hercules). Gill net
reel, 48" diameter, 42" width. Holds aver-
age 4 + panels (1200"). Excellent condition,
chain drive, full hydraulics. Complete tub
trawl system equipped with 10" hydraulic
hauler for retrieving Tub Trawls mounted
on net reel. “Jamestown” / Chatham snag
baiter (3-bushel size). Four totes are set up
with stainless magazine hook storage 125
hooks (500 total), 300 additional hooks
storage system (4 totes), fast and simple
to use. Over half mile, set up for Cod, blue
fish, Spiny Dog fish. Loads of extra clips,
gangions, boxes of brand-new Mustad E-Z
Baiter hooks. Still mounted on boat, can
demonstrate. Freeport, Long Island, New
York. Call/text Captain Rich Hunter. 347-
836-5382. | will most likely get back to you
@ 6:00 PM.

AD#12 (5/26) FOR SALE - 200 Lobster
traps w/ ground-line Located in Scituate.
$20.00 each. Call Peter at 978-815-1734

AD#13 (5/26) FOR SALE - 42 Bruno 14
hauler, open stern, full galley, auto-pilot,
Black Sea Bass Permit, 200 Black Sea Bass
pots. $160,000.00 Call 508-367-0757

“Specializing in the sale & delivery of

LOBSTER BAIT
for over 30 years”

FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

C & PBAIT
33 Wright St
New Bedford, MA 02740

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON

Contact:

Danny Costa 508-951-9818
Carlos Pereira 508-951-9819




STARTING AT °27,000!

MARINE ENGINES PRICED TO MOVE

OVER 30 GC7.1 PROPULSION
ENGINES IN STOCK

* Marine
Power

280HP, 350HP, 400HP, 425HP

. Contact Us .
Milton @ 888-637-0640 miltoncat.com
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place " PAID
SCituate, MA 02066 New Englaijw:w}sa;apers. Inc.

Everything you need...
When You Need it!

New and Used Stock Traps Five
Large Inventory in Stock! Locations

Jonesboro, ME
/ \ / \ (207) 434-5791

4R

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727

West Bath, ME

(855) 840-6027

\_ |/ Ny - Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

N _

Our Main Location

Please check our website for Specific Trap Lot info! 211 Beechwood Street
Thomaston, ME
Brooks Trap Mill (800) 426-4526

Tnwesting in lobatermen since 1946 " arokstapmilion



