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EMERGENCY RULE MAKING TO 
IMPLEMENT ADDENDUM XXXII TO THE 

AMERICAN LOBSTER MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO: Marine Fisheries Advisory 
Commission (MFAC) 

FROM: Daniel J. McKiernan,
Director, Massachusetts Division of 
Marine Fisheries

STATUS OF ADDENDUM XXXII TO AMERICAN 
LOBSTER FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission (ASMFC) Lob-
ster Board (“Board”) initiated draft 
Addendum XXXII to the American 
Lobster Fishery Management Plan 
(FMP) at its February meeting. 
This addendum seeks to repeal the 
gauge and escape vent size mea-
sures approved in Addendum XX-
VII to the FMP (Table 1, on page 
19) given concerns raised by indus-
try interests around potential eco-
nomic impacts. The ASMFC held a 
virtual public hearing on Adden-
dum XXXII on April 10, 2025 and I 
anticipate Addendum XXXII will be 
approved by the Board at their May 
5, 2025 meeting.

PRIOR REGULATORY ACTION AND
NEED FOR EMERGENCY RULES

In late 2024, Massachusetts ad-
opted a suite of regulations to im-
plement Addendum XXVII1. This 
included establishing compliant 

regulations for the commercial fish-
ery (Table 2, on page 20) and extend-
ing complementary gauge size and 
escape vent rules to the recreational 
fishery in the Gulf of Maine and 
Outer Cape Management Areas (Ta-
ble 3, on page 22). Whereas the com-
mercial rules go into effect on July 
12, as required by Addendum XXVII, 
the recreational rule changes were 
scheduled to go into effect at the 
start of the season on May 15.

In anticipation of the Board ap-
proving Addendum XXXII, DMF 
has initiated emergency rule mak-
ing. This should allow DMF to repeal 
those relevant aspects of our rules by 
May 15 for recreational fishers and 
July 1 for commercial fishers and 
seafood dealers. This is consistent 
with my long-held position that DMF 
will work to ensure Massachusetts’ 
fishers (and by extension seafood 
dealers and consumers) should not 
end up subject to stricter standards 
than fishers who fish the same Lob-
ster Conservation Management Area 
(LCMA) (Figure 1, on page 19).

Given the tight timeline with the 
recreational fishing season, DMF 
has notified recreational permit 
holders3 that they should expect that 
last year’s rules will remain in place 

for 2025 (Table 4, on page 22) and 
that the gauge and vent size amend-
ments that were announced in De-
cember 2024 are no longer expected 
to go into effect. Formal notice will 
go out to commercial permit hold-
ers and seafood dealers once emer-
gency rules are adopted and well in 
advance of the pending July 1 imple-
mentation date.

Once the emergency regulation 
is filed, DMF will have 90-days to 

hold a public comment period, pub-
lic hearing, obtain MFAC approval, 
and file final rules with the Secre-
tary of State. To meet these dead-
lines, I project that we will need to 
hold a short MFAC meeting in July 
to review and vote on a final recom-
mendation. I anticipate this will be 
a short, virtual meeting to accom-
modate your various summertime 
schedules.

EMERGENCY RULE, Page 19

1 Refer to page 16 of the October 2024 MFAC meeting materials for more details
2 With commercial fishery rules going into on July 1, complementary rules for seafood dealers were scheduled to become e�ective simultaneously at the point of primary transaction. However, seafood dealers were 
to be a�orded a 90-day window when they could possess non-conforming product lawfully purchased prior to the July 1 implementation date to allow for the sell o� of inventory.
3 See DMF’s April 11, 2025 advisory.
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hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund

Maine Lobster Boat Races

#SaveMaineLobstermen

PROUD SPONSOR OF

Kittery • Portland • Rockland • Searsport • SW Harbor • Jonesport | Maine

Commercial Fishing
Tools & Accessories

Scan QR Code 
To Shop Now
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MLA Sponsors The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them.  If your company is not listed
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2

ALIVE & KICKING 
LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO
CAMBRIDGE, MA
617.876.0451

BOSTON LOBSTER FEAST 
JEFF HAZELL
ORLANDO, FL
407.832.7322 

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
BOSTON, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME
207.354.8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com

CAPE ANN MARINE
SALES & SERVICE
978.283.0806
capeannmarina.com 

CAPE SEAFOODS
BAIT DEALER
GERRY O’NEIL
GLOUCESTER, MA
978.479.4642 

CAPE FISHERMEN
SUPPLY
DAVE LIBBY
CHATHAM, MA
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS
508.487.0259 | 508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS
KIM MARDEN
WELLESLEY, MA
781.329.7007 | 781.329.0792
captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
DARRYL PARKER
DANVERS, MA
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS 
CORP.
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.994.8257 

EAST COAST SEAFOOD
SPIROS TOURKAKIS
LYNN, MA
781.593.1737

ECKLAND & BLANDO
SAM BLATCHLEY
BOSTON, MA 02110
617.217.6936 
www.ecklandblando.com

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.3270 

FARM CREDIT EAST
MIDDLEBORO, MA
508.946.4455 

FISHERMEN SERVICES
JENN NOTO
781.545.5073 Ext. 16
fishermenservices.com

FLEET PROPELLER 
SERVICE
MIKE VALM
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.979.8000

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO.
FRIENDSHIP, ME
800.451.1200  

HAMILTON MARINE INC.
56 US ROUTE 1 BYPASS
KITTERY, ME 03904
207.439.1133
hamiltonmarine.com

HERCULES
JOHN REARDON
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.993.0010

JAMES HOOK & CO.
ED HOOK JR.
BOSTON, MA
617.423.5500 

KETCHAM TRAPS
HEATHER KETCHAM
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207.337.8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER TRAP
FISH MARKET
MONUMET BEACH, MA
508.759.6400
lobstertrap.com

LOBSTER TRAP CO.
MAC HAY
BOURNE, MA
508.214.3290 Ext. 101
lobstertrap.com 

MARINE HYDRAULIC
ENGINEERING
ROBERT CROWE
ROCKLAND, ME
207.594.9525 | 800.747.7550 

MILTON CAT
POWER SYSTEMS
MILFORD, MA
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, 
INC.
VINCE MORTILLARO
GLOUCESTER, MA
798.281.0959 

NAVROC MARINE 
ELECTRONICS
JASON PHILBROOK
ROCKLAND, ME
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE &   
INDUSTRIAL INC.
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603.436.2836 | 781.834.9301
info@newenglandmarine.com 

NEW ENGLAND 
PROPELLER
DOUG PECK
PLYMOUTH, MA
800.635.9504
neprop@aol.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
POWER-TWIN DISC
SAM PROFIO
EXETER, NH
603.418.0470
sprofio@glpower.com

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ
774.248.0292

RIVERDALE MILLS 
CORPORATION
NORTHBRIDGE MA
508.234.8715
riverdale.com

ROSES MARINE
GLOUCESTER, MA
877.283.3334
rosesmarine.com

ROCK HARBOR 
SHELLFISH CO. 
ORLEANS, MA 
508.264.9747
www.rockharborshellfish.com

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER
MANOMET, MA
508.224.5700

SUPERIOR LOBSTER
MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH 
774.773.5048
www.superiorlobster.com

TWO COUSINS
FISH MARKET
BRIAN O’DONOHOE
FREEPORT, NY
516.379.5065

WOOD’S SEAFOOD
JAY KIMBALL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.0261
www.woodseafood.com



4

M
ay

 2
02

5 
 |

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 L

ob
st

er
m

en
’s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

w
w

w
.lo

bs
te

rm
en

.c
om

Locally Harvested with the
Best Management Practices for Sustainability

@masslobsterrmenassoc

Contact Us:

781-545-6984
www.lobstermen.com
8 Otis Place Scituate, MA 02066

ASK US ABOUT THE GREEN BANDS!

We are conducting a 
short online survey to 
better understand 
how regulatory, 
fi nancial, and en-
vironmental chal-
lenges are affecting 
the American lobster 
fi shery. We want to sin-
cerely thank all of the lob-
stermen who have already com-
pleted our survey. This survey 
was developed in collaboration 
with the Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association, the Maine 
Coast Fishermen’s Association, 
and other industry stakeholders 
and lobstermen.

The extent to which 
the above challenges 
have caused lobster-
men stress, social dis-
ruption, and changes 
in trust in fi shery 
management is not 

well documented. Our 
goal is to better cap-

ture these impacts 
to provide managers 
and decision mak-
ers with a clearer 

picture of how these 
issues are negatively 

impacting lobstermen 
and coastal communities. 

Your participation is invaluable 
to our study, and your input will 
help guide future decisions that 
impact the lobster industry. 

For those who haven’t had a 
chance to participate yet, we 
would greatly appreciate your 
insights. The survey takes only 

10-15 minutes of your 
time, and you will be 
entered into a raffl e to 
win $100. Please scan 
the QR code to com-
plete the survey and 
make your voice heard.

Survey of ongoing 
challenges and 
impacts in the 
lobster fi shery
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ARE YOU
INSURED?
EXPERT GUIDANCE

CUSTOMIZED SOLUTIONS

WE OFFER:

Protect your business on the water
with our Commercial

Marine Insurance

MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection
Cooperative Ltd.

Navigate with Confidence

www.fishermenservices.com

PROTECTION & INDEMNITY

CREW COVERAGE

CHARTERING

EXTENDED POLICY LIMITS

MARINA COVERAGE

HULL COVERAGE

(781) 545-5073CONTACT US

REQUEST A QUOTE
ONLINE BY

SCANNING THE QR
CODE TODAY!
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May, the month of  holding 
our breath, waiting for the last 
of  the right whales to leave 
the coastal waters of  Massa-
chusetts.  During the last few 
weeks of  waiting, I have heard 
from countless commercial 
lobstermen that continually 
state that they’re being un-
fairly targeted to do more, give 
more, and lose more all in the 
name of  conservation and it is 
unfair.  

When Massachusetts com-
mercial lobstermen are closed 
out to over ~12, 000 square 
miles for 3 months, even after 
they adopted whale-safe prac-
tices, such as rope diameter 
restrictions, numerous weak 
contrivances in vertical lines, 
gear marking, and real-time 
reporting of  whale sightings, 
it seems to never be enough!  

Despite these challenges, the 
seasoned Massachusetts’ com-
mercial lobstermen continue 
to show remarkable resilience, 
year after year.  While the 
younger commercial lobster-
men are slowly entering the 
fi shery through apprentice-
ship programs, we are rally-
ing to preserve working water-
fronts, and cooperative efforts 
such as the John Carver Young 
Fishermen’s Fund which was 
awarded to 5 individuals.  The 

MLA continually advocates to 

hold these precious working 

waterfronts so the next gener-

ation will have a place to land 

their catch.  

To offer some hope, Presi-

dent Trump signed an Execu-

tive Order, Restoring Ameri-

can Seafood Competitiveness 

on April 17, 2025, https://
www.whitehouse.gov/pres-
idential-actions/2025/04/
restoring-american-seafood-
competitiveness/  that will 

start a series of  deep reviews 

on the government and how it 

manages the fi sheries.  While 

this will not create any laws, 

we are hopeful that we can 

identify the key examples of  

economic harm and overreach 

from the federal regulations 

that have been put in place.  

In the words of  our former 

bookkeeper Chet Hill, “Follow 

the Money” and we intend to 

do just that.  We will be send-

ing a letter to the Secretary of  

Commerce spelling this all out 

and will be working with our 

attorney on this to ensure all 

our I’s are dotted and T’s are 

crossed.  Stay tuned! 

In closing, I just can’t thank 

you all enough for your kind 

words of  support over the past 

six months since my mother’s 

passing, it has been heart-

felt and keeps me going.  As 

we all know, life is a gift and 

we are only here for a short 

period of  time, so we need to 

make it count and I intend to 

by helping you in any way pos-

sible whether it is answering 

the phone, writing a letter, 

talking to whomever will lis-

ten and taking the hits when 

they come.  I am grateful to be 

working for you all and look 

forward to what tomorrow will 

bring.  Stay salty! 

May your pots be forever 

full of  hard-shells,

Be�� Cas���
Executive Director

The Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association

would like to welcome the following 
new members to the Association.
Your Association will continue its 

e� orts on your behalf to conserve the 
resource, protect your livelihood, keep 

you informed, promote the industry 
and provide you with increasing 

benefi ts as they are developed. MLA 
stands ready to help you in anyway, at 

anytime — just let us know how!
Safe on the water and good fi shing!

NEW MLA MEMBERS:

Published by the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc.

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
– Published monthly –

Mailed to all paid members of the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

Newsletter Departments
Editor, Industry News, Notice Section,

Editorial, Blog, Industry News,
Promotions, Layout, Advertising:
Beth Casoni — Executive Director

Buy Sell Swap:  Tracey Abboud

Newsletter Advertising Rates
The MLA Newsletter is published monthly

(Please note that all pre-paid ads
for last year will be honored)

$50 — ¼ Page Ad
$80 — ½ Page Ad

$110 — Full Page Ad
Color Ads — + $50 per ad

JAMES DOUCETTE
F/V: Susan Louise • Port: Manchester

Business: J&H Fishing

WILLIAM DOUCETTE
F/V: Mad Dog • Port: Manchester

JASON GRATTON
F/V: Tonya & Jodi • Port: Marblehead

Business: JMG Fisheries & Charters LLC. 

BENJAMIN HANNAH
F/V: Romy Gwen • Port: Manchester

JARED MORRIS
F/V: TBD • Port: Gloucester

THOMAS O’BRIEN
F/V: Meghan Grace • Port: Weymouth
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   “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 





JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com USCG Safety Inspection Station #327


 Marine Hardware         
 Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats        
 Fish Totes    Inflatable PFD’s 
 Insulated Tubs        
 Cordage & Twine       
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.

Imperial 
Survival Suits 
Sales & Annual 

Inspections 
Done in house 


 
 
 
 




Fenders & Buoys-All Colors



Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors: 








Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401

Nate Winterson 508-993-0010
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The John Carver Young Fisher-
men’s Fund was created in memory 
of  John Carver, at the request of  
his beloved wife, Karin.  John was a 
lifelong resident of  Marshfield and 
a dedicated member of  the Massa-
chusetts Lobstermen’s Association.  
John passed away on June 21, 2023. 

John’s true passion was never 
found in an office or behind a desk. 
His heart was on the ocean, fishing 
for lobsters and honoring his heri-
tage. Above all, he believed in living 
life to the fullest every day. John 
was a simple and kind man, always 
ready to lend a hand to others with-
out expecting anything in return. 

The funds raised have been 
matched by Karin Carver-Kac-
zarowski and the Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association as John’s 
dedication to this organization was 
tireless.  The hope for this fund is 
to support young fishermen who 
share John’s passion for the sea and 

are committed to building a lifelong 
career in the fishing industry.

We are proud to announce that 
the recipients of  this award are 
Noah Grey, Aidan Fuller, Andrew 
Collins, David O’Brien, and Olivia 
Michaud. Each of  these young indi-
viduals comes from a fishing com-
munity and share the same passion 
as MLA’s very own John Carver did. 

Noah Grey from Plymouth f/v 
Deliverance - For the past 10 years 
Noah has been following in his fa-
ther’s footsteps, but it is now time 
for him to build his own lobstering 

business. Aidan similarly worked 
closely with his father out on the 
water and on the docks.

David O’Brien from Glouces-
ter f/v Shoreline - David is excited 
to start his own business and make 
his ancestors proud, as he comes 
from a family of  fishermen that can 
be tracked back more than four cen-
turies. 

Aidan Fuller from Marshfield 
f/v Forbidden Zone - After college 
Aidan learned the ropes of  how to 
run a fishing business from MLA’s 
very own John Barrett. 

Andrew Collins from Cohasset 
f/v Tinman - Like Aidan, Andrew 
also worked under the watchful eye 
of  Captain John Barrett. Taking all, 
he learned, Andrew is excited to ap-
ply his knowledge and pour his pas-
sion into the fishing industry. 

Olivia Michaud from East 
Sandwich f/v Bugging Out - At 
a young age, Olivia was always 
intrigued with what her father, 
grandfather, and uncle were doing. 
Whether it was out on the water or 
tied up to the dock, Olivia was al-
ways fascinated by the commercial 
fishing life. She gave college a try, 
but her heart kept pulling her back 
to the sea, so she dropped out and 
followed her dream of  becoming 
a commercial fisherman and has 
been full time for 5 years now. 

We wish you all the best in your 
fishing career and look forward to 
watching you grow.

RECIPIENTS OF THE
YOUNG FISHERMENS FUND

IN MEMORY OF JOHN CARVER

Noah Grey Aidan Fuller Andrew Collins Olivia Michaud 
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What Is mCDR?
Marine carbon dioxide removal 

(mCDR) is any ocean-based process 
or technique designed to remove 
carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere and store it for long periods 
of time in the ocean. Examples of 
mCDR techniques include adding 
alkaline materials to the ocean 
to increase the amount of carbon 
stored in ocean waters; adding iron 
or other nutrients to ocean waters 
to increase phytoplankton growth 
and export of carbon to the deep 
ocean; and sinking organic mate-
rials, such as kelp or crop residue, 
into the deep ocean.

Ocean Alkalinity Enhancement

Ocean alkalinity enhancement 
(OAE) refers to a variety of ap-
proaches that aim to increase the 
alkalinity in ocean water. OAE 
may be done for the purpose of re-
moving carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and storing it for long 
periods of time in seawater, primar-
ily in the form of bicarbonate ions, 
which are a major component of 
alkalinity in ocean water, or other 
uses, such as enhancing fisheries 
production. OAE may also provide 
the co-benefit of locally mitigating 
ocean acidification. 

Several di�erent methods of OAE 
are being explored, including:

• Adding alkaline and/or basic so-
lutions directly into seawater. 

  Some proposed approaches 
involve removing acid com-
ponents from seawater using 
engineered processes. For 
example, seawater can be pro-
cessed using electrochemical 
or other engineered methods 
to split seawater into its acid 
and basic components. The 
basic component can then 
be returned to the marine 
environment, while the acid 
biproduct is removed and pos-
sibly used for other purposes.

• Adding certain types of mined 
alkaline minerals, such as oliv-
ine, to coastal and ocean waters. 
Under certain oceanographic 
conditions, alkaline minerals 
can dissolve into seawater and 
increase alkalinity. 

For OAE to result in a removal 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide, sev-
eral processes would need to occur:
1. The addition of alkalinity (or 

removal of acid from seawater) 
must lead to a net increase in the 
concentration of alkaline ions in 
surface seawater. For solid al-
kaline materials, this would in-
clude the dissolution of the solid 
material in the seawater into its 
chemical components. Adding 
alkalinity to seawater (or remov-
ing acid from seawater) would 
lead to a temporary elevation in 
seawater pH. 

2. The increase in seawater alka-
linity must then result in a se-
ries of chemical reactions that 
convert dissolved carbon dioxide 
(already present in the seawater) 
into dissolved inorganic carbon, 
primarily in the form of bicar-
bonate. Bicarbonate is one of 
the most abundant components 
of seawater and is a relatively 
stable form of carbon.  

3. To result in carbon dioxide re-
moval, the seawater (now de-
pleted in dissolved carbon diox-
ide) must then take up additional 
carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere at the ocean surface and 
store the dissolved inorganic 
carbon on climate-relevant tim-

escales. This movement of atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide from the 
air to the ocean can only occur 
when the carbon dioxide deplet-
ed water is interacting with the 
atmosphere at the surface of the 
ocean.

Potential marine environmental 
impacts of this approach include:

• Toxic effects on marine organ-
isms from exposure to trace met-
als contained in alkaline min-
erals or from interacting with 
mineral particulates in the wa-
ter.

• Changes in habitat characteris-
tics, ocean biogeochemical cy-
cling, or ecological communities 

Examples of potential methods of mCDR. Refer to text for additional discussion 
of ocean fertilization, alkalinity addition and deep ocean biomass sinking.  Image 
courtesy of Rita Erven, GEOMAR.

Potential methods of marine (ocean) alkalinity enhancement, including some 
associated land-based activities. Image courtesy of Rita Erven, GEOMAR.

Ocean fertilization would involve adding 
nutrients, such as iron, to the surface 
waters to increase phytoplankton growth. 
Image courtesy of Rita Erven, GEOMAR

Artificial upwelling is a proposed mCDR 
method that involves moving nutrients 
from the deep ocean to the surface. Im-
age courtesy of Rita Erven, GEOMAR
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due to localized peaks in seawa-
ter alkalinity or pH.

• Biogeochemical effects from the 
introduction of additional nutri-
ents such as silicate or iron. 

Ocean Fertilization

Marine plants such as phyto-
plankton (e.g., algae) use carbon 
dioxide from their environment 
during photosynthesis. Ocean fer-
tilization activities aim to increase 
the growth of phytoplankton in 
the ocean (i.e., enhance ocean pri-
mary productivity) for the purpose 
of increasing carbon export to the 
deep ocean or other uses, such as 
enhancing fishery productivity. 
Ocean fertilization does not include 
conventional aquaculture, mari-
culture or the creation of artificial 
reefs.

Increasing phytoplankton growth 
could be accomplished by adding 
nutrients, such as iron, to the open 
ocean to create a phytoplankton 
bloom.

Nutrients for ocean fertilization 
could be added in the form of a liq-
uid or solid material, or nutrients 
may be moved from the deep ocean 
to the surface ocean through a pro-
cess called “artificial upwelling.”

For ocean fertilization to result 
in a removal of atmospheric car-
bon dioxide, three processes would 
need to occur:
1. Ocean fertilization must lead to 

increased growth of phytoplank-
ton, which consolidates carbon 
and nutrients together into or-
ganic material.

2. Organic material from the phy-
toplankton bloom must be trans-
ferred into the deep ocean so that 
it does not break down near the 
surface, releasing its captured 

carbon back to the atmosphere.
3. This transfer of carbon from the 

surface ocean to the deep ocean 
must result in a subsequent 
transfer of carbon from the at-
mosphere into the surface ocean.

Potential marine environmental 
impacts of this approach include:
• Growth of toxin-producing algae 

(i.e., harmful algal blooms).
• Deep ocean deoxygenation from 

biomass decomposition.
• Decreases in ocean productivity 

in adjacent areas of the ocean, 
also known as “nutrient rob-
bing.”

• Increases in oceanic production 
of greenhouse gases (methane, 
nitrous oxide).

• Changes to ecosystem structure 
and function.

• Acidification of the deep ocean.

Deep Ocean Biomass Sinking

Plants on land and in the ocean 
pull in carbon dioxide from their 
environment during photosynthe-
sis. The carbon contained in ter-
restrial or marine biomass, such 
as crops or macroalgae, could po-
tentially be sequestered from the 
atmosphere for long periods of time 
by sinking it in the deep ocean.

Potential marine environmental 
impacts of this approach include:

• Smothering of organisms on the 
seafloor.

• Acidifying the deep ocean as the 
biomass is broken down.

• Altering nutrient balances in 
the deep ocean.

• Other impacts to sensitive deep 
ocean ecosystems.

Last updated on November 21, 2024
https://www.epa.gov/ocean-dumping/

about-mcdr#what

Sinking terrestrial or marine biomass, such as macroalgae, into the deep ocean is a 
proposed method for carbon dioxide removal. Image courtesy of Rita Erven, GEOMAR.
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NORTHBRIDGE, MA – Riverdale 
Mills CEO James M. Knott, Jr. 
has been named a Manufactur-
ing Champion by the Worcester 
Business Journal (WBJ). The 
award honors organizations 
and individuals who, through 
the adoption of  innovative tech-
nologies and bold thinking, have 
made significant contributions, 
achieved notable accomplish-
ments, and are redefining man-
ufacturing excellence.  

“James Knott, Jr. has been a 
vital figure in the Central Mas-
sachusetts manufacturing in-
dustry for decades,” said WBJ 
editor Brad Kane said. “As the 
industry is on the precipice of  
another era of  turmoil, River-
dale Mills and the region’s en-
tire economy will benefit greatly 
from Jim’s thoughtful leader-
ship and advocacy. It’s an honor 
to present him with WBJ’s Man-
ufacturing Champion award.”

Measured purely by econom-
ic output, no industry holds 
greater significance for the re-
gion than manufacturing. Con-
tributing approximately $6.5 
billion annually—about 14% of  
Central Massachusetts’ total 
GDP—manufacturing narrowly 
surpasses the real estate sec-
tor (13.5%) as the region’s lead-
ing economic driver, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of  Economic 
Analysis. 

“It is an honor to be recog-
nized as a manufacturing leader 
in Massachusetts,” said Jim. 
“This recognition reflects the 
hard work of  our talented and 
dedicated employees, as well as 
the continued support of  our 

loyal customers who inspire us 
to innovate and excel every day.”

Jim has played a pivotal role 
in transitioning Riverdale Mills 
from a small start-up to an in-
ternationally recognized power-
house. With diverse experience 
spanning finance, operations, 
and engineering, he has ex-
panded the company’s manufac-
turing capabilities, diversified 
its product lines, strengthened 
community engagement, and 
built a strong, sustainable busi-
ness model. 

Previous awards include the 
2020 McArthur Award for Inno-
vation and Best Practices, the 
National Association of  Manu-
facturers 2019 Manufacturing 
Leadership Award for Visionary 
Leadership, the Worcester Busi-
ness Journal’s 2018 “Large Busi-
ness Leader of  the Year” award, 
and the 2016 Global Trade award 
from the Associated Industries 
of  Mass. International Business 
Council (AIM-IBC).

About Riverdale Mills

Founded in 1980 and headquar-
tered in Northbridge, MA, River-

dale revolutionized the lobster 
fishing industry with the creation 
of  Aquamesh, a first-of-its kind 
marine-grade welded wire mesh 
designed specifically to with-
stand sub-sea conditions. Today, 
the company manufactures over 
3,500 sizes of  welded wire mesh 
for the security, marine, agricul-
ture, and construction industries. 
Forty-five percent of  Riverdale 
Mills products are exported to 
industrial and consumer custom-
ers around the world.

For more information, visit 
riverdale.com 

Jim Knott Named
Manufacturing Champion
Recognized for Distinction and Excellence in Manufacturing

JODI HILTON PHOTOGRAPHY

Jim Knott, owner of Riverdale Mills, with spools of welded wire mesh fencing used to make lobster, crab and crayfish pots. 
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We are certain that you all will have a fine future in your chosen fields of  study and hope that you will keep in 
touch to let us know how you are doing.

Best of  luck to you all, your friends at the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association.

CONGRATULATIONS  to the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Associations’ class of  2025. The recipients in memory of  the Robert Wheeler 
scholarship are given to MLA members’ children who are graduating high school 
and entering their first year of  college.

This year’s recipients are as follows;

Alexis Amorello  from Raynham, MA will be attending Endicott College to 
further their education.

Elly Thomas  from Hull, MA will be attending Flagler College to study Criminal Justice.

Matthew Reardon  from Winthrop, MA will be attending the University of  Tampa to study 
Entrepreneurship. 

Remus Ferent  from Dorchester, MA will be attending the University of  Rhode Island to study 
Marine Biology.

Richard Rade II  from Montauk, NY will be attending Suny Maritime to study Maritime Industry.



16

M
ay

 2
02

5 
 |

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 L

ob
st

er
m

en
’s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

w
w

w
.lo

bs
te

rm
en

.c
om

EVEN MORE 2025
EVENT PHOTOS!2025

Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
January 30-February 2, 2025
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Rose Marine
877-283-3334 Gloucester, Mass

www.rosesmarine.com

Call Peter Tetrault for a shafting quote

• Best Pricing 
• Largest Inventory
• Fastest Turnaround

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts
& Accessories

Hydraulic Hoisting Winches
2850 lb & 10,000 lb
Hoisting Capacity

IN STOCK  

Gresen25P W4
35 GPM – SS Spool

Commercial
DVA20 – 40 GPM
DVA35 – 60 GPM

Hydraulic Valves in Stock

Cross SBA2
30 GPM - Replaces SPW4

Trap Repair Wire
In Stock   6”- $99

13”- $159
16”- $235

Prices based on current stock.

Critical Grade,
In-Line Mufflers

Stainless Steel
In-Line MufflersSpiral Baffled 

Mufflers

Power Steering Pumps in Stock 

V20 V10VTM

Clutches & Drive Components 
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BACKGROUND

Development and Implementation 
of Addendum XXVII

The most recent stock assess-
ment for American lobster dates 
back to 2020. The assessment con-
cluded that the Gulf of Maine/
Georges Bank (GOM/GBK) lobster 
stock was not overfished and over-
fishing was not occurring. How-
ever, survey and landings trends 
indicate the GOM/GBK lobster 
stock population was declining 
from the preceding period which 
featured record high abundance 
and recruitment indices demon-
strated the stock was also likely 
headed towards a period of lower 
productivity. Declining recruit-
ment is thought to be environmen-
tally driven related to changing 
seasonal availability of copepods 
which lobsters feed on during the 
larval stage.

This raised concerns through 
northern New England (Maine, 
New Hampshire, and Massachu-
setts) about the long-term health of 
the resource and the fishery, par-
ticularly as more than 90% of lob-
ster landings nationally come out 
of the Gulf of Maine. These con-
cerns were particularly acute in 
Maine where officials feared the ef-
fect of declining landings and rev-
enues across the state’s maritime 
economy given its dependence on 
this resource. Consequently, there 
was interest at the ASMFC to get 
out ahead of expected declines and 
protect spawning stock biomass 
to buffer against environmental-
driven changes in recruitment and 
productivity.

This resulted in the development 
of Addendum XXVII, which ad-
dressed management in the three 
LCMAs that fish on the GOM/GBK 
lobster stock—LMCA1, LCMA 3 
(Offshore), and Outer Cape Cod 
(OCC) LCMA (Figure 1). This ad-
dendum featured two discrete 
components: (1) an index-based 
approach to track and respond to 
declining recruitment and trigger 
conservation measures designed 
to further protect spawning stock 
biomass; and (2) standardization 
measures to create more consis-
tent rules within LCMA’s to be 

adopted more immediately and ir-
respective of the trigger index.

To achieve the first feature of 
the addendum, ASMFC’s Techni-
cal Committee (TC) for Lobster de-
veloped an index by blending data 
from ventless lobster trap surveys 
and state bottom trawl surveys as 
a mechanism to track abundance 
of recruit-sized (sub-legal) lobsters 
between stock assessments. This 
provided the Board with a mecha-
nism to track and react to declin-
ing recruitment. This became the 
so-called “trigger index” whereby 
certain prescribed gauge size and 
escape vent mandates would occur 
gradually over a five-year period 
should a 35% decline in this index 
be observed from the 2016 – 2018 
baseline.

The addendum also featured 
three discrete standardization 
measures. Historically, the man-
agement program for the OC-
CLCMA featured less restrictive 
maximum size and v-notch rules 
for state-only permit holders com-
pared to those who also hold a fed-
eral permit.

Specifically, the state-only per-
mit holders were not subject to a 
maximum gauge size and had a 
v-notch standard of a sharp “v” 
not to exceed ¼” depth and with-
out setal hairs, whereas federal 
permit holders were subject to a
6 ¾” maximum size and a v-notch 
standard of any indentation with 
a depth not to exceed 1/8” with or 
without setal hairs. Considering 
the primary focus of the adden-
dum was to take a precautionary 
management approach to enhance 
spawning stockbiomass, standard-
ization focused on adopting the 
more restrictive 6 ¾” maximum 
gauge size and 1/8” v-notch rule 
across all participants (state-only 
permit holders and federal permit 
holders) in the OCCLCMA. The 
last standardization measure in 
the addendum prevented states 
(MA & NH) from automatically 
issuing additional (10%) trap tags 
to permit holders in LMCA 1 and 
LCMA 3 above their trap limit or 
trap allocation to preemptively 
account for in-season losses. This 
was intended to constrain permit 
holders from unlawfully fishing 
traps in excess of their trap limit 
or trap allocation and it would also 

Emergency Rule
FROM PAGE 1

EMERGENCY RULE, Page 20

Table 1. Commercial Gauge Size and Escape Vent Rules to Be Rescinded by Addendum
XXXII by LCMA
Implementation LCMA 1 LCMA 3 OCCLCMA 

July 1, 2025 Minimum gauge size 
increase from 3 1/4” 
to 3 5/16” 

Maintains existing 3 

1/4" minimum gauge

size.

Maintains existing 6 

3/4" maximum gauge

size. 

Establish 6 3/4” 
standard maximum 
gauge size for 
OCCLCMA.

Maintains existing 6 3/4"

maximum gauge size for 

OCCLCMA federal 

permit holders and no 

maximum gauge size for 

state-only OCCLCMA. 

July 1, 2027 Minimum gauge size 
increase from 3 
5/16” to 3 3/8” 

N/A N/A 

2028 Trap escape vent
size increase to 2” 
by 5 3/4” 
rectangular to 2 
5/8” diameter.

Maintains escape 

vent size of 1 15/16”

by 5 3/4" rectangular 

or 2 7/16” diameter 

N/A N/A 

2029 N/A Maximum carapace 
size decrease from 6 
3/4" to 6 1/2". 

Maintains existing 6 

3/4" maximum gauge

size.

Maximum carapace 
size decrease from 6 
3/4" to 6 1/2". 

Figure 1. Map of Lobster Management Areas Overlayed on Lobster Stock Areas
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bring the other states in the range 
into phase with what was already 
required in Maine.

The Board approved Addendum 
XXVII in May 20234 for implemen-
tation by May 2024. The expecta-
tion was that the standardization 
measures would be effective for 
the implementation date and the 
trigger-based measures would 
be on the books to go into effect 
at some future date should the 
index decline by 35% compared 
to the baseline. However, within 
five months, the TC informed the 
Board that the index declined by 
39% compared to the baseline trig-
gering management changes for 
2024.

The unexpected and immediate 
triggering of management caused 
a wave of concern across industry 
and government. There was worry 
that gauge manufacturers would 
be unable to timely fabricate new 
gauges for industry, enforcement, 
and recreational fishers through-
out the range. Additionally, there 
was interest pursuing the Canadi-
an fishery to adopt complementary 
measures in the Gulf of Maine5. 
Complementary measures would 
help resolve legal issues regard-
ing the importation of undersized 
product from Canada to the United 
States and address anxieties in 
Downeast Maine about equity as 
Canadian and US vessels would be 
fishing side-by-side in the so-called 
“grey zone” but subject to dispa-
rate conservation standards. Ac-
cordingly, the Board voted twice 
to delay implementation. The first 
vote was in February 2024 and de-
layed implementation from May 1, 
2024 to January 1, 2025. The sec-
ond vote was in October 2024 and 
delayed implementation until July 
1, 2025.

In response, I proposed—and 
the MFAC approved—Massachu-
setts regulations to implement 
Addendum XXVII at its October 

2024 business meeting. DMF’s 
regulations were filed on De-
cember 20, 2024 and codified on 
January 3, 20256. Throughout the 
regulatory development and ap-
proval process, MFAC members 
questioned how DMF would act if 
other states (namely Maine) failed 
to implement Addendum XXVII. 
I responded that I would work 
through the ASMFC process but 
intended to avoid any scenario 
whereby Massachusetts’ fishers 
(and by extension seafood deal-
ers and consumers) would end up 
subject to stricter standards than 
fishers who fish the same Lobster 
Conservation Management Area 
(LCMA). Additionally, I explained 
that should this occur, tight time-
lines for implementation would be 
likely and DMF would likely need 
to rely on emergency regulations 
to achieve this goal.

Unraveling of Support for 
Addendum XXVII

The scenario of noncompliance 
among our partner states came to 
fruition on January 9, 2025. Then 
Maine Commissioner Patrick Ke-
liher announced he was “pulling 
the rule” to implement Addendum 
XXVII following two highly con-
tentious public hearings where 
there was vitriolic outrage from 
some members of his industry to-
wards Commissioner Keliher and 
his science and management staff 
regarding the pending minimum 
size increases and the perceived 
associated economic impacts. 
Video footage from a particularly 
out-of-control public hearing went 
viral on social media. Once word 
spread among the industry, newly 
elected New Hampshire Governor 
Kelly Ayotte announced on Janu-
ary 21 that New Hampshire would 
also go out of compliance with the 
minimum size increases7.

The unraveling of Addendum 
XXVII is a prime example of his-
tory repeating itself. Back in the 
1980’s, there was a federal fishery 
management plan for lobster over-
seen by the New England Fishery 
Management Council and NOAA 

Fisheries. The federal plan ad-
opted four 1/32” gauge increases 
scheduled over a five-year period. 
In the middle year, 1990, when no 
gauge increases were scheduled, 
industry groups (led by Maine in-
dustry) were successful in having 
each state legislature in the region 
block additional minimum size in-
creases through state legislation. 
In response, NOAA Fisheries and 
the New England Fishery Manage-
ment Council recognized lobster 
management was predominately 
a state issue and turned over man-
agement authority to the ASMFC8. 
The minimum gauge for LCMA1 
has remained at 3 ¼” since.

February 2024 Lobster Board 
Meeting and Addendum XXXII

Soon after Kelliher’s announce-
ment, the Board recognized the 
challenge it faced as the largest 
lobster producing state in the 

country was intent on going out-of-
compliance with the FMP. Accord-
ingly, at its February 2025 meet-
ing, the Board voted to initiate 
draft Addendum XXXII to “repeal 
all gauge and vent size changes in 
Addendum XXVII.” Subsequently, 
the ASMFC held a virtual public 
hearing on the addendum on April 
10, 2025 and the Board is expected 
to vote on the addendum at the up-
coming May 5 Board meeting.

Table 2. Implementation Schedule for Commercial Fishing Gauge Size, Escape Vent, and 
V-Notch Rules Adopted in Addendum XXVII by LCMA
Implementation LCMA 1 LCMA 3 OCCLCMA 
July 1, 2025 

(Regardless of trigger 

index)

Limit trap tag 

issuance to trap

allocation with no 

extra trap tags 

awarded.  

Limit trap tag 

issuance to trap

allocation with no 

extra trap tags 

awarded.  

Establish 6 3/4”

maximum carapace 

size for state waters

OCCLCMA.

V-notch standard

changes from

¼”sharp v-notch

without setal hairs to

1/8” v-notch with or

without setal hairs for

state waters

OCCLCMA

July 1, 2025

(Year 1 following 

35% decline in

trigger index) 

Minimum carapace 

size increase from 3 

1/4” to 3 5/16”

N/A N/A 

July 1, 2026

(Year 2 following 

35% decline in

trigger index)

N/A N/A N/A 

July 1, 2027

(Year 3 following 

35% decline in

trigger index)

Minimum carapace 

size increase from 3 

5/16” to 3 3/8”

N/A N/A 

July 1, 2028

(Year 4 following 

35% decline in

trigger index)

Trap escape vent size 

change from 1 15/16”

by 5 3/4" rectangular 

or 2 7/16” diameter to

2” by 5 3/4”

rectangular to 2 5/8”

diameter. 

N/A N/A 

July 1, 2029

(Year 5 following 

35% decline in

trigger index)

N/A Maximum carapace 

size decrease from 6 

3/4" to 6 1/2". 

Maximum carapace 

size decrease from 6 

3/4" to 6 1/2". 

Emergency Rule
FROM PAGE 19

4 Note that Massachusetts delegation voted against Addendum XXVII due to concerns about the standardization measures a�ecting the state--only permit holders in OCCLCMAA.
5 Under Canadian rules, such a management action would have to be brought about by an industry petition because it was not mandatory conservation to respond to a stock assessment finding, which further 
complicated these negotiations.
6 See DMF’s December 19, 2024 advisory.
7 Note that Maine and New Hampshire’s rule-making processes were at di�erent stages when these determinations were made. Maine was in its public hearing process and could simply not move forward final 
rules. Whereas New Hampshire had already codified rules and would have to initiate a process to amend and rescind them.
8 Note that NOAA Fisheries does implement federal regulations for lobster management (often on a delayed schedule). This is done to support the ASMFC’s interstate fishery management plan and not on their own 
volition through the Council process under the Magnuson-Stevens Act. NOAA Fisheries is also a voting member of the ASMFC’s Lobster Board.



21

|  M
ay 2025

M
assachusetts Lobsterm

en’s A
ssociation

w
w

w
.lobsterm

en.com

During the February Board 
meeting, I expressed my strong 
disappointment about what trans-
pired—the industry’s undermin-
ing of most of the conservation 
benefits developed through a 
multi-year management plan pro-
cess at the 11th hour and the chill-
ing effect this would likely have on 
the ASMFC process. I was espe-
cially frustrated because the states 
of Maine and New Hampshire—
whose ASMFC delegations voted 
for these measures numerous 
times over the past two years—
were the principal parties to this 
unravelling. While this sentiment 
was broadly shared among my col-
leagues at the Board, the draft ad-
dendum was supported if only to 
avoid a non-compliance scenario. 
For this reason, I fully anticipate 
the Board will also approve Ad-
dendum XXXII in May.

However, the Board also found 
it necessary and compelling to ad-
dress the frustrations of its mem-
bers. Accordingly, a second motion 
was also approved at the February 
2025 meeting. This motion was for 
the ASMFC leadership to write a 
strongly worded letter to the states 
of Maine and New Hampshire, 
expressing disappointment in the 
outcome and the harm done to 
the ASMFC process, and putting 
those states and their industries 
on notice that the next round of 
conservation proposals must ema-
nate from them. I moved this mo-
tion forward because, in my view, 
Maine and New Hampshire “broke 
it, so they own it”. I very much 
look forward to hearing from my 
counterparts on how to proceed, 
particularly following the release 
of the 2025 stock assessment later 
this year.

As a state director and long-time 
fishery manager, I fully under-
stand the challenges associated 
with managing by consensus. I 
also recognize these challenges 
are particularly acute in Maine 
where there are four very active 
fishing associations represent-
ing lobster fishing interests and 
state law carves up the coast into 
seven zones, each with its own 
Zone Council that provides man-
agement advice to Maine DMR. 
However, given the size of Maine’s 

fishery and its obvious influence 
on region-wide lobster manage-
ment initiatives, it is critical and 
sensible for Maine regulators and 
industry members to develop mu-
tually acceptable conservation 
proposals before they are pursued 
at an interstate level. I believe a 
lesson was learned in Massachu-
setts (and New Hampshire) that 
Maine should provide leadership 
in lobster management and devel-
op management options that the 
ASMFC can promulgate without 
being undermined by Maine inter-
ests.

Addendum XXXII and the 
OCCLCMA

While the focus of this memoran-
dum so far has been primarily on 
the fallout from Maine’s decision 
to pursue non-compliance, there 
are also challenges regarding the 
state-only OCCLCMA fishery that 
warrant further discussion.

The OCCLMCA is a unique lob-
ster fishery. Permit holders fish on 
the GOM/GBK stock like neighbor-
ing LCMA 1 and LCMA 3. Howev-
er, unlike LCMA 1, which is prin-
cipally a recruitment fishery, the 
size frequency of its lobster catch 
in the OCCLCMA is large and re-
markably similar to LCMA3. This 
is due to the fact that the area is 
a migratory corridor for sexually 
mature lobsters moving season-
ally between inshore and offshore 
grounds, as demonstrated by lob-
ster tagging studies.

It is also a very small fishery in 
terms of the total number of traps 
fished and total number of active 
participants. There are only 67 
OCCLCMA lobster trap fishers 
permitted. Of these, 40 do

not have a federal permit and are 
“state-only”. These participants 
fish the narrow three-mile band 
of waters around the eastern shore 
of the Cape primarily out of Prov-
incetown Harbor and Nauset Inlet. 
The remaining 27 permit holders 
have a federal permit and can fish 
out into the federal zone and are 
primarily homeported out of the 
various harbors around Chatham 
and Harwich.

Beginning around 2000 with Ad-
dendum III, lobster management 
in the OCCLMCA began diverge 
from management in LCMA 1. 

This included going from a 3 ¼” to 
3 3/8” minimum gauge size (con-
sistent with LCMA 3 at the time), 
very restrictive limited entry and 
individual (permit-specific) trap 
allocations based on historical 
performance, a 10% trap tax when 
allocations and permits are trans-
ferred9, and a two-month winter-
time trap closure10.

Additionally, unlike LCMA 1, 
OCCLCMA fishers are also not 
required to v-notch all egg- bear-
ing female, nor are the OCCLCMA 
permit holder subject to LMCA 1’s 
very restrictive v- notch standard 
of any v-shaped notch (commonly 
referred to as “zero-tolerance”).

In the past 25 years, ASMFC and 
NOAA Fisheries have pursued 
some additional changes to lobster 
management across the various 
LCMAs. While much of this effort 
has focused on the Southern New 
England stock (affecting LCMA 
2 in Massachusetts), there have 
also been some changes affecting 
the offshore Gulf of Maine fish-
ery. LCMA 3 permit holders have 
seen their trap allocations cut by 
about 25%, their minimum gauge 
size was increased from 3 3/8 to 3 
17/32, and a maximum gauge size 
of 6 ¾” and 1/8” v-notch standard 
were adopted. These last two bio-
logical measures (size limit and 
v-notch possession standard) were 
also applied by NOAA Fisheries in 
2010 to the OCCLCMA federal per-

mit holders. However, those fed-
eral rules were not extended to the 
state-only fishery, resulting in the 
disparate limits within this LCMA 
that Addendum XXVII sought to 
resolve through standardization. 
As a result, the state-only fishers 
are the only fishers along the US 
coast that do not have a maximum 
gauge size and this fishery also 
has the least restrictive v-notch 
standard among all commercial 
fishers.

These management differences 
have frequently put the state-only 
OCCLCMA fishery at odds with 
interests at the Board and their 
industry peers along the coast. 
This tension is particularly acute 
among the state-waters-only OC-
CLCMA fleet and LCMA 1 fish-
ers, particularly in Maine. Many 
LCMA 1 fishers have embraced 
v-notching as the preeminent con-
servation strategy, and since the 
early 2000’s, have opted to man-
date the v-notching of all egg-bear-
ing lobsters and adopt the strict-
est v-notch possession standard 
(so-called “zero tolerance”). As 
such, they view the lax v-notching 
requirements in the state-only OC-
CLCMA fishery as undermining 
their conservation efforts (“they 
take the lobsters we v-notch”). 
These frustrations are also fre-
quently aired while not fully

9 The 10% tax is no longer applied when a permit is transferred, only when trap allocation is transferred independent of a permit transfer.
10 This e�ort control closure has now been subsumed by the February 1 – May 15 Massachusetts Restricted Area trap gear closure to protect right whales which a�ects all of LCMA 1 in Massachusetts.

EMERGENCY RULE, Page 22
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recognizing the small scale of the 
OCCLCMA fishery and the strict 
effort controls it functions under. 
This dynamic was clearly at play 
at the recent virtual ASMFC pub-
lic hearing on Addendum XXXII. 
In response, I intend to develop a 
brief report on the status and per-
formance of the OCCLCMA fish-
ery which I will share with the 
Board and the MFAC later this 
spring.

It is important to put this dy-
namic into context when dissect-
ing the development of Addendum 
XXXII. This addendum was draft-
ed to repeal all gauge and vent size 
changes in Addendum XXVII. This 
means the other aspects of Adden-
dum XXVII—v-notch standardiza-
tion in OCCLCMA and trap tag 
issuance for LCMAs 1 and 3—are 
maintained and to go into effect as 
scheduled. Accordingly, while the 
state-only OCCLCMA fishery will 
get a reprieve from the maximum 
gauge size, they will still be subject 
to the 1/8” v-notch standard begin-
ning on July 1, 2025.

At the February 2025 Board 
meeting, the Massachusetts del-
egation made a motion to pursue 
an option in the draft addendum 
that would repeal all aspects of 
Addendum XXVII. Chairman 
Kane and Representative Armini 
both argued that excluding the re-
peal of the v-notch standardization 
rule inequitably targeted a small 
number of fishers while giving 
reprieve to the primary harvest 
area. This motion was notable be-
cause it failed to obtain a second, 
which in my view, speaks to the 

above stated tension regarding the 
v-notch rules for these fishers and 
the lack of support for maintain-
ing this management approach 
coastwide. Because the motion did 
not receive a “second”, the man-
agement option was not included 
in the draft addendum. According-
ly, the repeal of the v-notch stan-
dardization requirement cannot 
be included in the final addendum, 
which was requested by certain 
state-only OCCLCMA lobster fish-
ers and their representatives at the 
ASMFC public hearing. Repealing 
the v-notch standardization rule 
would require the initiation of an 
additional addendum.

Throughout both the develop-
ment of Addendum XXVII and 
XXXII, representatives from the 
state-only OCCLCMA fishery 
(including the Outer Cape Cod 
Lobstermen’s Association), have 
raised objections to both the con-
servation and standardization 
measures proposed for the OC-
CLCMA. The argument is gener-
ally that: (1) they are a small fish-
ery and their impact on the overall 
stock is negligible; (2) their conser-
vation contributions, particularly 
their effort control plan, is strict 
and should be honored given a 
previous agreement between the 
Outer Cape Lobstermen’s Associa-
tion, the ASMFC, and DMF; and 
(3) the economic impact of v-notch 
standardization (and maximum 
gauge size standardization) is sig-
nificant. To this last point, some 
fishers have argued that the eco-
nomic impact of v-notch standard-
ization could exceed reach 25% 
loss in catch. Curiously, we have 
not heard much comment from the 
federal permit holders in the OC-
CLCMA who have been subject to 

the 1/8” v-notch standard and 6 ¾” 
maximum gauge size since 2010.

I do not intend to editorialize 
much on the arguments made by 
the state-only interests, as the 
Outer Cape Cod Lobstermen’s As-
sociation and their attorney have 
made it known that they are con-
sidering pursuing legal action 
against DMF and the ASMFC over 
Addendum XXXII. However, I will 
reiterate several things that I have 
previously stated in public forums.

I understand the frustrations 
expressed by the state-waters only 
OCCLCMA fleet regarding Ad-
dendum XXXII and recognize that 
they operate at a fraction of the 
scale of the other LCMAs that fish 
on the GOM/GBK stock. However, 
the purpose of the v-notch rule is 
standardization within the LCMA, 
and the v-notch standardization 
measure (as well as the maximum 
gauge size measure for which they 
will get reprieved) were scheduled 
to go into effect for 2025 irrespec-
tive of the trigger-index-based con-
servation measures. As justified in 
the Statement of the Problem in Ad-
dendum XXVII, “increasing con-
sistency across management areas 
may help to address some assess-
ment and enforcement challenges, 
as well as concerns regarding the 
shipment and sale of lobsters across 
state lines.” I support the logic set 
forth in this justification and have 
long been concerned that disparate 
rules within the LCMA challenge 
the enforcement of conservation 
standards in the federal OCCLC-
MA fishery, across Massachusetts 
and elsewhere. For this reason, I 

have favored the v-notch and gauge 
size standardization pursued by 
Addendum XXVII, as I believe it 
reasonably balances enforcement 
and compliance issues against the 
unique nature of the OCCLCMA 
fishery. This position is also in-
formed by the fact that I think the 
economic impacts expressed by the 
state-only OCCLMCA fishery are 
significantly exaggerated for ef-
fect. DMF has sampled this fishery 
(both state-only and federal permit 
holders) since 1981, and sampling 
intensity has been ramped up over 
the past decade. The data we have 
collected demonstrate that only 
2.2% of the catch by weight includes 
lobsters that would be otherwise le-
gal (e.g., not egg-bearing) but have 
a v-notch between the ¼” and the 
1/8” standard. This is an order of 
magnitude lower than estimates 
provided by industry.

FINAL THOUGHTS

I have stated previously that I 
intend to honor the ASMFC pro-
cess and ensure Massachusetts 
fishers are not subject to stricter 
standards than fishers who fish 
the same LCMA but under rules 
enacted by another jurisdiction. I 
am resolute in the maintenance of 
this position, and this is evidenced 
by my intention to pursue emer-
gency action to immediately imple-
ment Addendum XXXII. Given my 
respect for the ASMFC process, I 
also have no intention to pursue 
non- compliance (like Maine and 
New Hampshire threatened) so 
the state-waters-only OCCLCMA 
fishers can maintain a ¼” v-notch 
standard.

Table 4. Anticipated 2025 Gauge Size, Escape Vent, and V-Notch Rules for Recreational
Lobster Fishery by Management Area
Management
Area

Minimum 
Gauge 

Maximum 
Gauge 

Escape Vent V-Notch
Standard

Gulf of Maine 3 1/4" 5” A rectangular vent

measuring at least 1 

15/16” by 5 3/4" or two 

circular escape vents 

that measure at least 2 

7/16” diameter. 

1/8” indentation 

with or without

setal hairs. 

Outer Cape Cod 3 3/8” N/A A rectangular vent

measuring at least 2”

by 5 3/4" or two 

circular escape vents 

that measure at least 2 

5/8” diameter.

1/8” indentation 

with or without

setal hairs.

Southern New 

England 

3 3/8” 5 1/4" A rectangular vent

measuring at least 2”

by 5 3/4" or two 

circular escape vents 

that measure at least 2 

5/8” diameter.

1/8” indentation 

with or without

setal hairs.

Emergency Rule
FROM PAGE 21

Table 3. Implementation Schedule for Recreational Fishing Rules by Management Area to
Complement Addendum XXVII 
Implementation Gulf of Maine Management

Area
Outer Cape Management Area

May 15, 2025 Minimum carapace size increase 

from 3 1/4” to 3 5/16”

Establish 6 3/4” maximum carapace 

size*

May 15, 2027 Minimum carapace size increase 

from 3 5/16” to 3 1/4"

N/A 

May 1, 2028 Trap escape vent size change

from 1 15/16” by 5 3/4"

rectangular or 2 7/16” diameter 

to 2” by 5 3/4” rectangular to 2 

5/8” diameter.

N/A 

May 1, 2029 N/A Maximum carapace size decrease

from 6 3/4" to 6 1/2".

* Recreational v-notch rule is standardized across state at 1/8” indentation with or without

setal hairs.
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IODP³-NSF Expedition 501: New England 
Shelf Hydrogeology Project Summary

EXPEDITION LOCATION AND TIMING
This expedition seeks to core the 

sub-seafloor at 3 sites on the New 
England Shelf, approximately 20, 27 
and 43 miles south and southwest of  
Nantucket Island (Figure 1, Table 1). 
Two boreholes spaced approximately 
50m apart would be cored at each of  
the three sites, up to 550 metres below 
seafloor, with 6 boreholes in total. The 
expedition would start on approxi-
mately 1 May 2025, would continue for 
approximately 90-100 days, and would 
end before 8 August.
EXPEDITION OBJECTIVES

This expedition aims to recover 
cores of  sediment and groundwater 
samples from the sub- seafloor off-
shore New England. These cores and 
groundwater samples would provide 
data for understanding the geological 
evolution of  the shelf, and the pro-
cesses driving the emplacement of  
freshwater reservoirs offshore New 
England and elsewhere globally. This 
would offer a better understanding of  
biogeochemical and elemental cycling 
in this worldwide hydrogeological 
phenomenon, essential for the protec-
tion and sustainable management of  
offshore freshwater systems.
EQUIPMENT AND METHODS

During the proposed 3-month effort, 
we would use the liftboat L/B Robert1

(Seacor, Houston) carrying a Boart 
Longyear LF160 Drill Rig2 to core into 
the seafloor to collect sediment and 
water samples. The drilling contrac-
tor is Matrix Offshore Services, Ten-
nessee. The L/B Robert would tem-
porarily stand on the seabed at each 
of  the 6 boreholes in turn, for up to 
25 days (cored borehole for sediment 
samples), or up to 12 days (drilled 
borehole for groundwater samples). 
At two boreholes, a passive Simple 
Cabled Instrument for Measuring 
Parameters In Situ (SCIMPI) would 
be deployed in the borehole, and left 
behind for long term monitoring of  
groundwater pressure, temperature 
and resistivity. The SCIMPI would 
have a buoyant control module on a 
2-4 m cabled ‘tail’ on the seabed, to al-
low data download by remotely oper-
ated vehicle in future.
INSTITUTES AND AGENCIES INVOLVED

This multi-national scientific drill-
ing project is International Ocean Drill-
ing Programme3 Expedition 501: New 
England Shelf  Hydrogeology, which 
would be implemented by the Euro-
pean Consortium for Ocean Research 
Drilling4. The expedition is publicly 
co-funded by the US National Science 
Foundation and the research agencies 
of  ECORD member governments (14 
European countries & Canada).

The British Geological Survey 
(BGS), leads the ECORD Science Op-
erator collaboration, and is respon-
sible for coordinating, managing and 
contracting for the expedition.

The Science Team includes 37 scien-
tists representing 13 countries.

 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Under what regulations will this 
research be done?

The ECORD Science Operator, led 
by the British Geological Survey, is 
working with the US National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF), the US De-
partment of  State and the US Army 
Corps of  Engineers (USACE) to 
ensure that all permissions are ob-
tained before work commences.

As part of  the permitting process, 
relevant stakeholders and inter-
ested parties were consulted (e.g., 
National Ocean Atmospheric Ad-
ministration [NOAA], National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service [NMFS], Bu-
reau of  Ocean Energy Management 
[BOEM], Environmental Protection 
Agency [EPA], Department of  Ener-
gy [DOE], Coastal Zone Management 
Offices, and Tribal Historic Preser-
vation Officers). These interactions 
have raised awareness of  the project 
and the proposed operations, and 
should ensure that all regulations 
are met and that best practices for 
environmental stewardship are fol-
lowed.

Through the involvement of  a fed-
eral agency in the project (NSF), a 
Draft Environmental Assessment 
was produced and is available online 

at the NSF Environmental Compli-
ance website at https://www.nsf.
gov/funding/environmental-com-
pliance. Please scroll down to New 
England Shelf  hydrogeology study, 
NW Atlantic, 2025. The Draft Envi-
ronmental Assessment addresses 
the project’s potential impacts, and 
the measures we will put in place to 
mitigate and remove those impacts.

Do these aquifers contain water that 
could be used as a source of drinking 
or irrigation water?

We are not evaluating if  or how 
this fresh-to-freshened water could 
be used. Our goal is to character-
ize the salinity of  the water in this 
offshore aquifer system. We antici-
pate sampling water that may have 
near-zero salinity as well as water 
that will have salinity similar to 
the ocean. In addition to directly 
measuring the salinity, we would 
establish the distribution of  water 
with differing salinity and evaluate 
how that distribution was created 
through natural processes including 
sea-level change and glaciation, and 
how it is responding to modern sea-
level change.

Is there a risk of contaminating the 
aquifers?

There would be minimal impact to 
the offshore freshened groundwater 
system. Our boreholes would be 5.5 
inches in diameter and would only 
be open during drilling. Once drill-
ing is complete, the boreholes would 
naturally collapse, which would seal 
the subsurface aquifers from the 
seawater above.

Site Lat Long
Water 
Depth 
(m) 

Seabed
Penetration 
(mbsf)

Borehole Work plan

MV-08A 40.9976 -70.3334 41 550 
A Core borehole for 

sediment sampling

B Drill borehole for 
groundwater sampling 

MV-03C 40.8746 -70.2697 42 550 
A Core borehole for 

sediment sampling

B Drill borehole for 
groundwater sampling 

MV-04C 40.6185 -70.137 52 550 
A Core borehole for 

sediment sampling

B Drill borehole for 
groundwater sampling 

Table 1. Expedition 501 proposed site coordinates.Figure 1. Overview location map of the Expedition 501 sites.

1 https://seacormarine.com/vessel/l-b-robert-335-class/
2 https://boartlongyear.canto.com/direct/document/tsl8d10h4l4if9i134vq02163g/aIut5RSdGutRwL8 zoWfmo8zFSKE/original?content-type=application%2Fpdf&name=LF160_DataSheet_Mar_2017_V4.pdf
3 IODP3, https://iodp3.org/   4 ECORD, https://www.ecord.org/
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Will the drilling vessel be visible from 
shore?

Our three drill sites are approximate-
ly 20, 27 and 43 miles south and south-
west of  Nantucket Island. In general, a 
person can see approximately 2.8 miles 
(2.4 nautical miles) offshore, and an ob-
ject elevated 66 feet above sea-level can 
be seen from approximately

9.9 miles (8.6 nautical miles), so op-
erations are unlikely to be visible by 
a person standing on the shoreline. 
To see the liftboat from shore, a per-
son would need to be standing 160 feet 
above sea level.

Is this project related to exploration 
for oil and gas?

Our research has no relation to oil 
and gas exploration, and safety evalua-
tions of  our drilling locations show no 
indication of  oil or gas in the region. By 
intent, scientific ocean drilling avoids 
locations where oil and gas could be 
encountered.

Is this work related to wind farm 
activity?

Aside from geographic proximity 
and the use of  specialized marine ves-
sels for our drilling operations, this 
research has no relation to wind farm 
activity. Once we have completed our 
research there would be no visible evi-
dence of  our operations.

How will the expedition data be made 
available?

All data collected by the expedition 
will be freely available on the IODP3 
website https://iodp3.org/ to any-
one worldwide from early 2027.

Some initial results may be an-
nounced at the end of  the offshore op-
eration, but only a very small propor-
tion of  the analyses necessary would 
be possible at sea. The detailed scien-
tific description would be carried out 
by the Science Team at a core analysis 
workshop that would be held in Bre-
men, Germany in early 2026. Here, 
the Science Team would undertake a 
detailed description of  the cores and 
their properties.

After this Onshore Operation, the 
Science Team would have another 12 
months to conduct in-depth research 
on the samples. This detailed scien-
tific work would be published in sci-
entific journals in the years after the 
expedition.
What are the origins of this project?

In the 1970’s, the US Geological Sur-
vey conducted the Atlantic Margin 
Coring (AMCOR) Project5 to under-
stand the geological system of  the US 
Atlantic Margin from Florida to New 
Hampshire. This included character-
ization of  sediments, fluids in the sed-
iments, and mineral resources along 
the margin. One surprising discovery 

was the presence of  freshened/slight-
ly saline water in seafloor sediments. 
Since this initial, anecdotal discovery, 
other studies have found similar phe-
nomena around the globe (see Figure 
2). To date, however, no dedicated, 
hydrogeological study of  an offshore 
freshened groundwater system has 
been completed. This project will be 
the first dedicated study linking those 
early discoveries to the processes that 
created the freshened water. This will 
help us better understand the forma-
tion, evolution, and longevity of  such 
systems globally.
How can I learn about the detailed 
science of this project?
General Readings and News Pieces
• East Coast has a giant o�shore freshwater 

aquifer – how did it get there? By Hannah 
Richter https://arstechnica.com/sci-
ence/2024/05/what-put-huge-quantities-
of- freshwater-under-the-seabed/

• O� Martha’s Vineyard, a mysterious pool 
of freshwater beneath the sea floor by Eve 
Zucko� https://www.capeandislands.org/
local-news/2023-06-02/o�-marthas-
vineyard-a-mysterious-pool-of-freshwater-
beneath-the-sea-floor

• Found: Giant Freshwater Deposits Hiding 
under the Sea by Rob L. Evans https://www.
scientificamerican.com/article/found-giant-
freshwater-deposits-hiding- under-the-sea/

• A massive freshwater reservoir at the 
bottom of the ocean could solve Cape 
Town’s drought – but it’s going untapped 
by Evan Lubofsky https://www.theverge.
com/2018/2/15/17012678/cape-town-
drought-water-solution

• Fresh Water below the Seafloor? By Evan 
Lubofsky https://www.marinetechnolo-
gynews.com/news/fresh-water-below-
seafloor-548449

• Tapping the Freshwater Ocean Under the 
Sea by Evan Lubofsky https://hakaimaga-

zine.com/news/tapping-freshwater-ocean-
under-sea/

Podcasts

• Unconventional Freshwater Resources on 
Longitude Sound Bytes with Emory Mcken-
zie https://longitude.site/unconventional-
freshwater-resources/

• Under the Sea: Hidden Freshwater Reserves 
on What About Water? With Jay Famiglietti 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
under-the-sea-hidden-freshwater-reserves-
with/id1485919205?i=1000583909840

• There’s Water Under the Water on This Week 
in Water on H20 Radio https://exchange.prx.
org/pieces/195913?m=false

Scientific Publications

• Micallef, A., Person, M., Berndt, C., Bertoni, 
C., Cohen, D., Dugan, B., Evans, R., Haroon, 
A., Hensen, C., Jegen, M., Key, K., Kooi, H., 
Liebetrau, V., Lofi, J., Mailloux, B.J., Martin-
Nagel, R., Michael, H.A., Müller, T., Schmidt, 
M., Schwalenberg, K., Trembath-Reichert, 
E., Weymer, B., Zhang, Y., Thomas, A.T., 
2021, O�shore freshened groundwater in 
continental margins, Reviews of Geophys-
ics, 58, e2020RG000706, https://doi.
org/10.1029/2020RG000706

• Gustafson, C., Key, K., Evans, R.L., 2019, Aquifer 
systems extending far o�shore on the U.S. 
Atlantic margin. Scientific Reports, 9(1), 8709, 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598- 019-44611-7

• Siegel, J., Person, M., Dugan, B., Cohen, 
D., Lizarralde, D., Gable, C., 2014, Influ-
ence of Late Pleistocene Glaciations on 
the Hydrogeology of the Continental Shelf 
O�shore Massachusetts, USA, Geochemis-
try, Geophysics, Geosystems, 15, https://doi.
org/10.1002/2014GC005569

• Siegel, J., Dugan, B., Lizarralde, D., Person, M., 
*DeFoor, W., *Miller, N., 2012, Geophysical evi-
dence of a late Pleistocene glaciation and paleo-
ice stream on the Atlantic Continental Shelf, 
o�shore Massachusetts, USA, Marine Geology, 
303-306, 63- 74, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
margeo.2012.01.007

Figure 2: Locations of interpreted o�shore freshened groundwater (symbols) around the 
world (image from Micallef et al., 2021).

5 https://www.usgs.gov/publications/data-file-1976-atlantic-margin-coring-amcor-project-us- geological-survey

HOW TO FOLLOW THE EXPEDITION AND MAIN CONTACTS
Regular updates will be provided on the expedition website at www.ecord.org
and our blogsite https://expedition501.wordpress.com/

Additionally, updates and information will be regularly posted on:

YouTube – https://www.youtube.com/@ECORDESO
Instagram – @ecord_iodp
Bluesky - @ecord.bsky.social

A daily report will be distributed from the ship. To sign up for this please visit
https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?SUBED1= ECORDSO&A=1
The list should be auto-selected as “ECORDSO Public Announcement list for the ECORD 
Science Operator”, but please check first along with the other sign-up options.

Our science and operations teams would be happy to o�er video calls directly with sta� 
on the vessel for educational or informational purposes. Please contact our Outreach and 
Public Engagement o¶cer (details below) to arrange this.

CO-CHIEF SCIENTISTS

Prof. Brandon Dugan
Colorado School Of Mines
dugan@mines.edu

Prof. Karen Johannesson
University of Massachusetts Boston
Karen.Johannesson@umb.edu

EXPEDITION PROJECT MANAGERS

Jeremy Everest (lead), Margaret Stewart
British Geological Survey (BGS)
jdev@bgs.ac.uk, mstewart@bgs.ac.uk

OUTREACH AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Ulrike Prange
MARUM – Center for Marine Environmental 
Sciences University of Bremen
uprange@marum.de

ESO SCIENCE MANAGER

David McInroy
British Geological Survey (BGS)
dbm@bgs.ac.uk
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Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the pallet. We also o�er 
wholesale and volume discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
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With trap fisheries beginning to open up 
throughout the state, this advisor serves as a re-
minder to commercial fishers about the various 
buoy line configuration and marking rules for 
trap/pot gear. These rules apply to all commer-
cial lobster/crab trap gear, fish pots, and conch 
pots. Their purpose is to reduce the risk of  po-
tential entanglements with whales and make our 
gear uniquely identifiable should an entangle-
ment occur.

BUOY LINE CONFIGURATION

All commercial trap/pot gear set in Massachu-
setts waters must be rigged with a buoy line that 
does not exceed 3/8” diameter and with a tensile 
strength of  1,700 pounds or less. This should al-
low the buoy line to part if  a whale encounters it. 
There are several common ways to comply with 
this requirement. First, you can use approved 
fully formed weak rope and there are several 
varieties of  this rope that are available for gen-
eral distribution. Alternatively, in the top 75% of  
your buoy line you can insert an approved 1,700 
lb weak contrivance once every 60’ feet.

Approved weak contrivances include three-
foot inserts of  weak rope spliced into the buoy 
line; inline plastic breakaways; and three-foot 
long sections of  the “South Shore” sleeve. To 
maximize the utility of  these contrivances, DMF 
advises you do not place them in the top 12’ of  
the buoy line (“surface system”) adjacent to the 
buoy but rather below the surface system in the 
so-called body of  the buoy line. Please note that 
600-pound weak link at the buoy is no longer re-
quired but may still be used.

BUOY LINE MARKING

All commercial trap/pot gear set in Massachu-
setts waters must also be marked with at least 
five red marks. If you are fishing with a buoy 
line that is red or candy cane colored (red 
and white), then all the marks must be white.

A three-foot solid mark must be present in the 
surface system. Solid marks are typically com-
posed of  materials such as tape, paint, or heat 
shrink tubing; non- solid marking materials 
such as twine or zip ties are not compliant in the 
surface system. In the body of  the buoy line be-
low, at least four additional two-foot red marks 
are required with two marks in the top 50%, two 
marks in the bottom 50% and no more than 60 
feet between red marks. These marks in the body 
of  the buoy line may be solid (e.g., paint, tape, 
heat shrink tube) or non-solid (e.g., twine, zip 
ties). Additionally, if  you are using South Shore 
Sleeves with a red tracer or three-foot lengths of  
red or candy cane weak as your weak contriv-
ances in the body of  the buoy line, these contriv-
ances can also double as a red mark.

In recent years, rope manufacturers have devel-
oped fully-formed weak rope with Tyvek tracers 
woven throughout the line. The use of  weak rope 
with the “MASS LOBSTER” tracer is authorized 
to comply with both the 1,700-pound buoy line 
breaking strength requirement and the non-solid 
marking requirements for the body of  the buoy 
line. However, a solid (e.g., paint, tape, heat shrink 
tube) three-foot surface mark in the surface sys-
tem is still required. If you are fishing with a 
rope that is red or candy cane color, then this 
solid mark must be white, for all other rope 
this mark should be red.

The purpose of  the solid-colored surface sys-
tem marking requirement is to make the source 
of  the gear potentially identifiable from aerial 
platforms, whereas the non-solid marking re-
quirement in the body of  the buoy line can help 
identify the source of  the gear when examined 
after disentanglement and gear collection.

DMF recognizes that our February 2025 advi-
sory on this subject contained some incorrect 
information regarding surface system marking 
requirements. We have subsequently further 

consulted with NOAA Fisheries to resolve these 
issues and are issuing this advisory to replace 
and correct the prior document. We apologize 
for the inconvenience or confusion this may have 
caused. DMF is dedicated to working with indus-
try to assist in compliance.

BUOY LINE CONFIGURATION AND
MARKING IN FEDERAL WATERS

Please note that there are different buoy line con-
figuration and marking requirements for Massa-
chusetts’ trap/pot fishers fishing in federal waters. 
Lobster and Jonah crab trap fishers should consult 
NOAA Fisheries’ Massachusetts Summary Guide for 
complete rules. Similarly, conch pot and fish pot fish-
ers fishing in the federal zone should consult NOAA’ 
Fisheries Northeast Trap Pot Fisheries Guide for 
federal rules governing Other Trap Pot Fishers in 
the Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters (see pages 
30-35).

COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE

DMF is working to provide fishermen with 
complaint weak contrivance, weak rope, and 
buoy line marking materials free of  charge. 
These materials are routinely available at both 
field stations in Gloucester and New Bedford. 
Please reach out to protected species gear spe-
cialist, David Chosid (david.chosid@mass.gov; 
857-393-4026) to coordinate.

Additionally, the Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association (MLA), in coordination 
with DMF, is hosting a “Gear Distribution 
Day” on April 29 from 10AM to 2PM at their 
office located at 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA. 
If  the April 29 event is rained out, then the event 
will occur at the same time and place on April 30. 
Please contact MLA at 781-545-6984 for more infor-
mation about this event.

Please visit our website at
www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

Reminder on Buoy Line Marking, 
Configuration and Compliance 
Assistance for Commercial Lobster, 
Fish Pot, and Conch Pot Fishers

MARINE FISHERIES ADVISORY - APRIL 18, 2025
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Legal Defense 
Fund Updates

The Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association (MLA) Legal 
Defense Fund (LDF) needs your 
support now more than ever.  This 
dedicated fund is for the purpose 
of  defending the Massachusetts 
commercial lobster fi shermen 
from legal and fi sheries manage-
ment actions that could seriously 
impact our commercial lobster-
men’s ability to conduct their 
businesses and earn a living.

Currently, the MLA is actively 
engaged in lawsuits that could 
have negative impacts on the 
commercial lobster industry and 
is working with our lawyers in the 
Commonwealth and in Minnesota 
to fi ght for you and your industry.

UPDATE 4/28/2025 (District of  
Massachusetts / First Circuit 
Case) Case No. 1:24-cv-10332-WGY; 
MLA v. NMFS et al / First Circuit 
Case Nos. 24-1480 & 24-1481

In our last issue, we explained 
that the First Circuit had reversed 
our victory in the District of  
Massachusetts, ruling that NMFS 
was allowed to close the Wedge 
despite the fact that the Wedge 
Closure came after the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2023’s 
prohibition on further regulation. 
The case will now return to the 
District of  Massachusetts after 
the MLA decided not to pursue 
a United States Supreme court 
Appeal. 

That decision was issued on 
January 30, 2025. The mandate 
issued on March 25, 2025, putting 
the First Circuit’s decision into ef-
fect. That means that, as of  March 
25, 2025, the Wedge was offi cially 
closed again for the season. 

This means that the case now 
returns to Judge Young at the 
District of  Massachusetts. MLA 

has four remaining grounds to 
challenge the Wedge Closure and 
intends to pursue those before 
Judge Young. The four remaining 
grounds are (1) NMFS’s reliance 
on the same fraudulent science 
struck down by the D.C. Circuit; 
(2) failure to consider the real 
economic consequences of  the 
regulations; (3) failure to conduct 
an economic impact statement; 
and (4) violation of  the Non-
Delegation doctrine, i.e., the idea 
that Congress did not give NMFS 
to power to close the Wedge in the 
legislation allowing regulation of  
the fi sheries.

MLA also retains the option 
to pursue another preliminary 
injunction and is considering 
whether to do so. 

Further, MLA leaders have 
met with Trump Administration 

offi cials to discuss the onerous 
regulatory burden imposed on it 
by NMFS over the decades. We 
are optimistic that positive de-
velopments will come from these 
conversations. 

The commercial lobstermen’s 
businesses are at stake as well as 
the thousands of  jobs and shore 
side businesses that depend 
upon the continued success of  
the commercial lobster industry.  
The commercial lobstermen in 
Massachusetts are NOT to the 
problem and have done every-
thing asked of  them by National 
Marine Fisheries Service and 
have been working under the 
strictest conservation rules for 
the right whales anywhere in the 
world since 2014.  Yet here we are, 
still fi ghting these lawsuits to 
keep the Massachusetts commer-
cial lobstermen fi shing.

FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~ DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON
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MLA Classifieds

Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00.
Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA o¶  ce to renew.

781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com
*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

AD#1 (3/25) FOR SALE – Conch Pot En-

dorsement $35,000.00 or $40,000.00 

w/ conch gear. Scup Pot Endorsement 

$10,000.00, all permits are transferable, pa-

perwork in hand. Call 508-274-9383

AD#2 (4/25) FOR SALE – Hydraulic Com-

ponents, parts, and service. Pumps, Motors, 

Valves and Accessories. Hydraulic Hoses are 

made while you wait. Great Prices–Same 

day service (in many cases)-Wide selection 

of in-stock items. Rebuilt items are occa-

sionally available. ROSE MARINE, Glouces-

ter, MA 877-283-3334

AD#3 (11/24) FOR SALE – 250+ lobster 

traps included buoys & line & 3’ft.$20.00- 

4ft.$35.00, located in Humarock. 6-boat 

stands $75.00 each. 978-815-1734

AD#4 (4/25) FOR SALE – Turnkey Outer 

Cape Lobster Business: 1981 31’ BHM Volvo 

63P–370 HP, 2 1/2:1Twin Disc, spare wheels, 

many spare engine parts. OC State permit 

w/270 tags+ 10%, many endorsements, 

400+ traps, ground lines, end lines, fl ags, 

Go-Deeps, 200 totes, lids, + trap building 

tools & equipment. The boat is also set up 

for Dogfi sh & Mackerel w/all gear, 8×16 trap 

trailer, 5’x7’walk in bait cooler, 6000# moor-

ing in Chatham Harbor, fi berglass ski�  with 

10HP Suzuki 4 stroke & trailer. $200k or 

BRO Steve 978-257-1062

AD#5 (4/25) FOR SALE – 1980 Bob Rich 

40 wooden lobster boat. 471 Detroit diesel, 

twin disc gear, hydro-slave pot hauler w/di-

verter valve for other fi sheries. Two 75-gal 

fuel tanks (fi berglass) under deck, full cabin, 

GPS, Furuno depth sounder, VHF radio, MA 

coastal Area 1 lobster permit, 800 traps. Fed-

eral Area 1 lobster permit with endorsements 

(ground-fi sh/dogfi sh) 800 pot limit. 140 

wire lobster traps, some never used (brand 

new) 60-70 buoys, extra ropes, safety equip-

ment, sea anchor, 12’ fi berglass ski�  misc.; 

lobster related equipment, spare propeller 

(never used) trap related repair equipment. 

$65,000. fi rm. Bill 781-834-7418

AD#6 (10/24) FOR SALE – 33 ft. lobster 

boat 1987 Novi/Scott 150 Ford engine. 600 
traps N.H. lobster license 100+ traps, dingy, 
trap trailer, ropes & buoys. The boat has 
been out of the water for 3 years. Also, a 
mooring at Pierce Island. $54,900.00 Doug-
las 603-566-3654

AD#7 (12/24) FOR SALE – Airsep- air-
cleaner 5” $100.00 Joel 781-581-0324 or 
email joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#8 (12/24) FOR SALE – 5” Superior 
hauling block-Aluminum construction with 
stainless sheave $250. Joel 781-581-0324 or 
email joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#9 (12/24) FOR SALE – Spare new 
stainless sheave for 5” Superior block-$150. 
Joel 781-581-0324 or E-mail joel.w.marie@
gmail.com

AD#10 (3/25) FOR SALE – 28.2ft boat, 
built 1976, engine cat 3208, 265HP trans 2.1 
twin disk fi berglass JC hull. Area 1 Coastal 
lobster permit, 800 traps, 700 3ft lobster 
traps with rope & buoys. Joe 978-239-5927.

AD#11 (4/25) FOR SALE – OCLMA permit 
for 645 tags. Serious inquiries only call 774-
313-6287 or email joneSeven@aol.com 

AD#13 (3/25) FOR SALE – 150 totes-$4.00 
each. All in great condition. 508-951-6400

AD#14 (3/25) FREE – two large, heavy duty, 
plastic fuel tanks. Removed in working order 
from two boats that I rebuilt & put larger 
aluminum tanks into. 13.5” high x 26” wide 
x 47.5” long had gas in it & 22” high x 12.5” 
wide x 45.5” long had diesel in it. Located in 
Gloucester. Call/text 978-290-0905

AD#15 (4/25) FOR SALE – Traps – 50 3ft 
yellow shrimp mesh brand new, ergos, com-
posite runners skid plate, all corners rein-
forced, stainless bait spike, seal proof door 
latches, 4 corner bumpers & plastic edging 
all around extra clips built to last $120 each. 
50 -3’ shrimp. 978-774-4074

AD#16 (4/25) FOR SALE – 2021 Eaton Boat 
Shop 25’ custom built with Calvin Beal hull 
& new trailer. 200 Yamaha, fl yby wire, under 
55 hours -V berth, electric head, rubber deck, 

solar pad, full electronics boat launched May 
2022 - Preston Anderson 603-235-5397 or e-
mail di42na@gmail.com

AD#17 (4/25) FOR SALE – 500 36 – traps, 
rope, buoys, highfl yers, grapple, bait bags. 
All equipment pertaining to lobstering. If in-
terested, Kevin 508-951-6400

AD#18 (4/25) FOR SALE – Area 1 Com-
mercial Lobster Permit-800 trap allocation-
$20,000-Text Mike 781-854-6522 /call 781-
665-5318 please no calls @ 6:00 p.m.

AD#19 (2/25) FOR SALE – lobster/fi shing 
bait. Pogies gillnetted/cast netted. Lightly 
iced & salted. 60¢ per lb. Free local delivery 
in CT. Call/text Kory 203-824-8247

AD#20 (4/25) FOR SALE – 150 conch trawl 
wire pots. $40.00 each. Call 508-889-9180

AD#21 (12/24) FOR SALE – Lobster Permit 
Area 2- 420 trap allocation. $30k. Call 631-
903-2063

AD#22 (4/25) ATLANTIC TRAP. Lobster - 
Crab - Eel - Conch - Scup - Sea Bass - Oys-
ter Trays - Trap Kits - Heads - Trap & Fishing 
Supplies. Text / Call Ryan 508.762.2880

AD#23 (2/25) FOR SALE – Area 1-Federal 
Lobster Permit w/ 800 trap limit for sale 
$23,000. Text or call Ed 781-534-3794 be-
fore 7PM.

AD#24 (2/25) FOR SALE – 40 Danny Ce-
ment Conch Pots-rigged & ready $30 each 
or B.O. 508-367-0757

AD#25 (4/25) FOR SALE – 600-4ft 
Brooks/Friendship Aquamesh traps $100 
each. 158 -never used 4ft traps Aquamesh 
$140 each includes new poly bridles. 40 bar-
rels of 7/16 trap ground-lines w/ end-lines 
half of them Everson $250 a barrel. 100-Go 
deep 20m plastic buoys $8.00 each. 21-box-
es 3ft Neptune plastic buoy sticks. $5.00 for 
each buoy stick. $4.50 for each buoy stick if 
you buy a whole box of 50. 30 ft Aluminum 
pulpit $4,000. 18 ft Aluminum 2 person fl y-
ing bridge $4,000 Call 401-782-5118

AD#26 (2/25) FOR SALE – 1 pair of 14” SS 
pot hauler chives. $300.00 401-842-8165

Beware of SCAM calls. We are unable
to fi lter calls. Please be cautious. 

The Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association has been 
actively involved in these lawsuits 
since 2018 and we need your gen-
erous support today to continue 
our fi ght to keep the commercial 
lobstermen fi shing.  As we all 
know, any legal action costs lots 
of  money and over the last 5 years 
the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association Legal Defense Fund 
has spent over $300,000 fi ghting 
these legal battles.  These are real 
threats to the historic and iconic 
commercial lobster industry, and 
we are doing everything to keep 
Massachusetts commercial lob-
stermen fi shing.

WHERE TO MAKE DONATIONS

Any contribution to the Legal 
Defense Fund is greatly appreci-
ated.

Donate by mail:

MLA LDF
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066

Donate online:
lobstermen.com
Under Members, select
Dues/Donate.

APR 2025 SUPPORTERS
Eric Lorentzen

David Cataldo

Edward Desrosier

Therese Saugaveau

to the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association

LEGAL
DEFENSE FUND

DONATE
TODAY!
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STARTING AT $27,000!

OVER 30 C7.1 PROPULSION 
ENGINES IN STOCK

280HP, 350HP, 400HP, 425HP
miltoncat.com

Contact Us
888-637-0640

MARINE ENGINES PRICED TO MOVE

Milton CAT Marine Engine C18 Ad 9.14 x 10.25 Mar 2025.indd   1 3/6/25   9:39 AM
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
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