
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4  N E W S PA P E R   •   W W W. L O B S T E R M E N. C O M

INCIDENTAL TAKE PERMIT 

The Massachusetts Division of 
Marine Fisheries (MADMF) sub-
mitted the Incidental Take Permit 
(ITP) second draft application on 
Friday July 12, 2024, to National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
for a second review before the Fi-
nal Application is submitted.  Once 
the FINAL ITP application is ready 
for submission there will then be 
a 60-day comment period for the 
publics input.  Remember, the Mas-
sachusetts State waters commer-
cial mixed species trap/pot is list-
ed as a NOAA Category II fishery 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
national/marine-mammal-pro-
tection/list-fisheries-summary-
tables#table-2-category-ii as you 
are currently fishing under the 
strictest regulations in the Coun-
try and have reduced risk by up-
wards of 90%.  If NMFS cannot is-
sue the ITP to Massachusetts, then 
who can they?   

RIGHT WHALE CALVING 

The North Atlantic right whale 
calving season begins each year 
in mid-November and ends around 
mid-April. With only 70 reproduc-

tive female North Atlantic right 
whales remaining, we keep a close 
watch on them and their new calves 
to help ensure their survival. Con-
sidering these current numbers, 20 
new calf births would be consid-
ered a relatively productive calving 
season. However, given the high 
rate of mortality and injury, North 
Atlantic right whales need to have 
at least 50 new calves per year to re-
cover and grow their population. If 
the species fell to only 50 reproduc-
tive females, they would become 
functionally extinct. 

Every single female North At-
lantic right whale and calf are 
vital to this endangered species’ 
recovery. Researchers identi-
fied 20 calves this calving season.
www.fisheries.noaa.gov

Right Whale Updates and More…

*Vessel strike (VS), Entanglement (ENT), Perinatal (PERI), Unknown/undetermined (UNK),

Not Examined (NE), Pending (PEND), Dependent Calf (DEP CALF).

Year Mortalities Serious Injuries Morbidity (Sublethal Injury or
Illness) + Total

VS* ENT* PERI* UNK* NE* PEND* VS* ENT*
DEP 
CALF*

VS** ENT**
INJ-
UNK**

BC-
UNK**

2017 5 4 0 2 6 0 0 6 0 0 10 1 1 35

2018 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 9 0 3 21

2019 4 1 0 1 4 0 0 3 0 0 6 0 0 19

2020 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 4 1 1 4 1 0 14

2021 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 1 4 0 0 12

2022 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 5 0 1 10

2023 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 0 2 10 4 0 22

2024 3 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 9

Total 15 9 2 3 11 1 3 31 1 5 50 6 5 142

COUNTS OF NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALE UME MORTALITY, SERIOUS 
INJURY & MORBIDITY (SUBLETHAL INJURY OR ILLNESS) CASES

*Vessel strike (VS), Entanglement (ENT), Perinatal (PERI), Unknown/undetermined 
(UNK), Not Examined (NE), Pending (PEND), Dependent Calf (DEP CALF).

**Vessel strike (VS), Entanglements (ENT), or Unknown injury (INJ-UNK),
or Poor body condition caused by unknown (BC-UNK).

+ A review of all photographed right whale sightings is still underway and Morbidity
cases may still be added as new cases are identified.
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   “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 





JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com USCG Safety Inspection Station #327


 Marine Hardware         
 Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats        
 Fish Totes    Inflatable PFD’s 
 Insulated Tubs        
 Cordage & Twine       
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.

Imperial 
Survival Suits 
Sales & Annual 

Inspections 
Done in house 


 
 
 
 




Fenders & Buoys-All Colors



Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors: 








Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401

Nate Winterson 508-993-0010
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MLA Sponsors The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them.  If your company is not listed
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2

ALIVE & KICKING 
LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO
CAMBRIDGE, MA
617.876.0451

BOSTON LOBSTER FEAST 
JEFF HAZELL
ORLANDO, FL
407.832.7322 

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
BOSTON, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME
207.354.8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com

CAPE ANN MARINE
SALES & SERVICE
978.283.0806
capeannmarina.com 

CAPE SEAFOODS
BAIT DEALER
GERRY O’NEIL
GLOUCESTER, MA
978.479.4642 

CAPE FISHERMEN
SUPPLY
DAVE LIBBY
CHATHAM, MA
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS
508.487.0259 | 508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS
KIM MARDEN
WELLESLEY, MA
781.329.7007 | 781.329.0792
captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
DARRYL PARKER
DANVERS, MA
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS 
CORP.
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.994.8257 

EAST COAST SEAFOOD
SPIROS TOURKAKIS
LYNN, MA
781.593.1737

ECKLAND & BLANDO
SAM BLATCHLEY
BOSTON, MA 02110
617.217.6936 
www.ecklandblando.com

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.3270 

FARM CREDIT EAST
MIDDLEBORO, MA
508.946.4455 

FISHERMEN SERVICES
DONNA CHEPREN
781.545.5073 Ext. 16
fishermenservices.com

FLEET PROPELLER 
SERVICE
MIKE VALM
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.979.8000

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO.
FRIENDSHIP, ME
800.451.1200  

HAMILTON MARINE INC.
56 US ROUTE 1 BYPASS
KITTERY, ME 03904
207.439.1133
hamiltonmarine.com

HERCULES
JOHN REARDON
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.993.0010

JAMES HOOK & CO.
ED HOOK JR.
BOSTON, MA
617.423.5500 

KETCHAM TRAPS
HEATHER KETCHAM
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207.337.8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER TRAP
FISH MARKET
MONUMET BEACH, MA
508.759.6400
lobstertrap.com

LOBSTER TRAP CO.
MAC HAY
BOURNE, MA
508.214.3290 Ext. 101
lobstertrap.com 

MARINE HYDRAULIC
ENGINEERING
ROBERT CROWE
ROCKLAND, ME
207.594.9525 | 800.747.7550 

MILTON CAT
POWER SYSTEMS
MILFORD, MA
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, 
INC.
VINCE MORTILLARO
GLOUCESTER, MA
798.281.0959 

NAVROC MARINE 
ELECTRONICS
JASON PHILBROOK
ROCKLAND, ME
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE &   
INDUSTRIAL INC.
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603.436.2836 | 781.834.9301
info@newenglandmarine.com 

NEW ENGLAND 
PROPELLER
DOUG PECK
PLYMOUTH, MA
800.635.9504
neprop@aol.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
POWER-TWIN DISC
SAM PROFIO
EXETER, NH
603.418.0470
sprofio@glpower.com

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ
774.248.0292

RIVERDALE MILLS 
CORPORATION
NORTHBRIDGE MA
508.234.8715
riverdale.com

ROSES MARINE
GLOUCESTER, MA
877.283.3334
rosesmarine.com

ROCK HARBOR 
SHELLFISH CO. 
ORLEANS, MA 
508.264.9747
www.rockharborshellfish.com

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER
MANOMET, MA
508.224.5700

SUPERIOR LOBSTER
MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH 
774.773.5048
www.superiorlobster.com

TWO COUSINS
FISH MARKET
BRIAN O’DONOHOE
FREEPORT, NY
516.379.5065

WOOD’S SEAFOOD
JAY KIMBALL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.0261
www.woodseafood.com
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en.comAquamesh®   |   Manufactured by Riverdale Mills
riverdale.com   |   sales@riverdale.com   |   1.800.762.6374

The world’s only wire 
mesh product exclusively 
engineered for ocean use.

The Highest Quality Wire Mesh

Reliable
Durable
Unmatched
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd. 

MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider

Agreed Hull Value  –  Protection & Indemnity 

Crew Coverage    -   Extended Policy Limits   -  Chartering

Marina Floaters  -   Multiple Fisheries & Deductibles

Call 781-545-5073 for a free quote 

or 

request a quote online at fishermenservices.com
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We are always looking to you, 
our members, for guidance and 
appreciate your input always. 
If  you are reading my Blog in 
printed format, then you are 
safe to assume, we are keep-
ing the printed version of  the 
MLAs monthly newspaper.  
Thank you to all of  you that 
reached out and commented 
on your preference, your opin-
ion matters.  We cannot do this 
without you! 

As the summer ends and 
fall begins, many of you have 
indicated that this year’s fi sh-
ing has been all over the map, 
up and down and all around.  
To learn more about the com-
mercial lobster industry I go 
fi shing and, this summer I was 
able to go out on 3 lobster trips 
with Dave Casoni, f/v Marga-
ret M out of  Sandwich, Therese 
Sauvageau, f/v Sea Anchor out 
of  Beverly and, Bill Lister, f/v 
Mussel Point out of  Barnsta-
ble.  

The more I can learn fi rst-
hand the better I am to serve 
you as no two areas are the 
same and even if  you fi sh out 
of  the same port in different ar-
eas, they are always different.  
Thank you, Dave, Therese and 
Bill for taking me out fi shing 
and answering ALL my ques-
tions.  I do ask a lot of  questions 
while we’re out fi shing so I can 
truly understand what is going 
on in the waters of  the Com-
monwealth and lobster fi shery.  

With the fall season un-
derway and the pots coming 
up with a better catch rate, 
there are still so many vari-
ables that the commercial 
lobstermen are facing here 
in the Commonwealth from 
the Act Relative to Lobster-
ing Closure Mitigation Fund, 
the advancement of  offshore 
wind into the Gulf  of  Maine, 
Grappling with Technology, 
the MLAs Annual Weekend & 
Trade Show 2025 and a pleath-
er of  other ocean related ini-
tiatives. All of  which the MLA 
is engaged in and are noted 
throughout this newspaper.  

While you are out fi shing, 
the MLA Annual Weekend 
Committee and staff  are hard 
at work on getting geared up 
for the MLAs Annual Week-
end & Trade Show January 
30-February 2, 2025, which 
has been moved to the newly 
renovated Margaritaville of  
Cape Cod.  This venue has 
been completely transformed 
into an oasis and offers ame-
nities like no other resort 
around.  

Bring the whole family as 
there is the largest indoor 
water park anywhere in the 
Commonwealth and an out-
door heated pool.  We are 
pleased to announce a vendor 
early registration promotion, 
and all the vendor and guest 
reservation forms can be 
found on the MLAs website

www.lobstermen.com.  If  you 
have any suggestions for the 
event, entertainment, semi-
nars, craft and MLA Member 
gift please let us know, we are 
all ears! 

Remember, this is your or-
ganization and if  you want 
to get more involved, please 
come to an MLA Delegates 
meeting all of  which are 
listed on the MLAs website 
www.lobstermen.com. We 
need everyone on the rail to 
ensure that your concerns 
are heard and industry is-
sues acted upon. Email me at 
beth.casoni@lobstermen.com
to get more involved today.  

Safe on the water, 

Be�� Cas���
Executive Director

The Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association

would like to welcome the following 
new members to the Association. 
Your Association will continue its 

e� orts on your behalf to conserve the 
resource, protect your livelihood, keep 

you informed, promote the industry 
and provide you with increasing 

benefi ts as they are developed. MLA 
stands ready to help you in anyway, at 

anytime — just let us know how!
Safe on the water & good fi shing!

Published by the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc.

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
– Published monthly –

Mailed to all paid members of the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

Newsletter Departments

Editor, Industry News, Notice Section,
Editorial, Blog, Industry News,

Promotions, Layout, Advertising:
Beth Casoni — Executive Director

Buy Sell Swap:  Tracey Abboud

Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly
(Please note that all pre-paid ads

for last year will be honored)

$50 — ¼ Page Ad
$80 — ½ Page Ad

$110 — Full Page Ad
Color Ads — + $50 per ad

CHARLIE HERRICK
F/V: DianaLee 

Port: Gloucester 

MICHAEL HOWARD
F/V: Miss Nell 

Port: Portsmouth, NH

JOSHUA LORDAN
F/V: Rocinante 

Port: Gloucester

NEW MLA MEMBERS:
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Rose Marine
877-283-3334 Gloucester, Mass

www.rosesmarine.com

Call Peter Tetrault for a shafting quote

• Best Pricing 
• Largest Inventory
• Fastest Turnaround

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts
& Accessories

Hydraulic Hoisting Winches
2850 lb & 10,000 lb
Hoisting Capacity

IN STOCK  

Gresen25P W4
35 GPM – SS Spool

Commercial
DVA20 – 40 GPM
DVA35 – 60 GPM

Hydraulic Valves in Stock

Cross SBA2
30 GPM - Replaces SPW4

Trap Repair Wire
In Stock   6”- $99

13”- $159
16”- $235

Prices based on current stock.

Critical Grade,
In-Line Mufflers

Stainless Steel
In-Line MufflersSpiral Baffled 

Mufflers

Power Steering Pumps in Stock 

V20 V10VTM

Clutches & Drive Components 
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Around 200 local veterans with 
disabilities were treated to a day 
of  fishing and boating off  Houghs 
Neck on Wednesday afternoon, 
part of  the 66th annual Harvey’s 
Saltwater Fishing Club veterans’ 
fishing trip.

Club president Kevin Gomez 
said it’s a cause close to his heart.

“It’s a great feeling,” Gomez told 
Boston 25 News. “I have a lot of  
veterans in my family. My father 
was in Vietnam. My grandfather 
was in World War II. I have an 
uncle who was killed in Vietnam. 
It means a lot to me and everyone 
I know to show these people the 
honor and respect they deserve.”

More than 100 volunteers came 
out to support the annual fishing 
trip, including 20 vessels rang-
ing from lobster to harbor cruise 
boats. All supplies are donated 
or paid for through fundraising, 
including a catered dinner at the 

end of  the event.
Veterans and volunteers look 

forward to the event months in ad-
vance, Gomez said.

“Some of  these guys are in the 
hospital all year long, and this is 
one of  the days they get to go out,” 
said Gomez. “Some of  these people 
look forward to this all year long.”

Paul Urbanus remembers the 
early days. He was one of  the orig-
inal volunteers.

“We started with only two or 
three boats,” Urbanus recalled.

While interest, volunteers, and 
donations have all grown, Urba-
nus said the sense of  gratitude 
and unity has always remained 
the same.

“The country is in a tough situa-
tion right now,” Urbanus said, add-
ing political affiliations seem to fall 
by the wayside once you’re on the 
water. “The idea is we’re one.”

Boat captain Dan Morrell is both 

a veteran and a volunteer. He said 
what he gives, he also receives.

“Every time I’ve had them on 
the boat, they’ve loved it,” Mor-
rell said. “What they don’t realize 
is that we probably 
appreciate it more 
than they do. We 
get more out of  
than they do.”

“They can feel 
the honor and re-
spect that we have 
for them,” said 
Gomez. “They see
everyone talking

with them and shaking their 
hands and thanking them for 
their service. It means so much to 
them.” 

www.boston25news.com

Veterans with disabilities honored with 
66th annual fishing & boating trip
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Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
Announces Shift of Ocean Alkalinity 

Enhancement Field Trials to Summer 2025

WOODS HOLE, MA (AUGUST 14, 2024)  –
Today, the Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution (WHOI) an-
nounced that the next phase of  the 
LOC-NESS Project, a research pro-
gram focused on advancing a poten-
tial climate solution called ocean 
alkalinity enhancement (OAE), will 
be shifted from this Fall to the sum-
mer of  2025. The phase consists of  
a controlled and monitored OAE 
field trial in federal waters off  the 
coast of  Massachusetts, and it has 
received significant support from 
leading scientists, top academic in-
stitutions, and environmental advo-
cacy organizations.

This decision to shift from the 
anticipated mid-September 2024 
timing was made because the fully-
equipped research vessel WHOI 
planned to use is no longer avail-
able. WHOI explored finding a po-
tential replacement vessel, but it 
was not unavailable until late Sep-
tember, with possibility of  addi-
tional delays due to the anticipated 
active hurricane season. Research-
ers concluded that the ocean condi-
tions this late in the season would 
be significantly less favorable for 
the research, which is dependent on 
warmer ocean temperatures.

The LOC-NESS project aims to 
provide an objective assessment of  
the effectiveness and environmental 
impact of  OAE, a potential climate 
solution that leading scientists be-
lieve could remove large amounts of  
excess carbon dioxide from the at-
mosphere, and fill knowledge gaps 
that can contribute to addressing 
climate change. Some of  the world’s 
leading scientific bodies, includ-
ing the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change and National 
Academies of  Sciences, Engineer-
ing, and Medicine, have called for 
a concerted effort to study climate 
solutions like OAE before they are 
implemented at scale. Over the last 

18 months, the U.S. federal govern-
ment has invested tens of  millions 
of  dollars into improving knowl-
edge about a wide range of  ocean-
climate solutions. In addition, the 
White House created a Fast-Track 
Action Committee (FTAC) on Ma-
rine Carbon Dioxide Removal to 
coordinate research and funding ac-
tivities across federal agencies. 

“The goal of  the LOC-NESS 
project is to advance foundational 
knowledge of  OAE through rig-
orous, transparent science,” said 
Adam Subhas, Associate Scientist 
in Marine Chemistry and Geochem-
istry at WHOI, and Project Lead of  
LOC-NESS. “This particular field 
trial aims to expand our under-
standing of  the effectiveness and 
potential environmental impacts 
of  ocean alkalinity enhancement. 
We’re shifting our timeline to ac-
count for factors that were beyond 
our control and that we felt would 
lead to less-than-optimal weather 
conditions for the test. We want 
to make sure that when we do this 
research, the conditions allow for 
meaningful and useful results.”

“Research expeditions are often 
postponed due to weather, or to crew 
and equipment availability, and this 

project is no different,” Subhas con-
tinued. ”We’re excited to be among 
the growing field of  scientists work-
ing hand-in-hand with the govern-
ment, philanthropy, and local com-
munities to advance ocean-climate 
solutions, and we look forward to 
conducting the field research next 
year. In the meantime, our project 
will continue coordinating with 
state and federal officials, conduct-
ing lab work, and reaching out to 
those who want to know more about 
our project.”

The Environmental Protection 
Agency is currently reviewing the 
LOC-NESS project’s permit for this 
phase of  research and the subse-
quent phase. This phase was origi-
nally planned for August 2024, but it 
was pushed back to mid-September 
due to the extension of  the EPA’s 
public comment period, which 
WHOI fully supported. Given this 
phase’s shift to 2025, the next phase 
planned for the Gulf  of  Maine has 
now been scheduled for 2026. Last 
year, an initial field trial was suc-
cessfully conducted South of  Cape 
Cod. That initial trial involved the 
release of  inert dye to improve sci-
entists’ ability to track a specific 
mass of  water in the open ocean.

More detailed information about 
this decision can be found here: 

• What happened to the research 
vessel? The planned OAE field 
trial was originally scheduled 
for August on the R/V Connecti-
cut operated by the University of  
Connecticut. The extension of  the 
EPA’s public comment period re-
lated to the permit, which WHOI 
supported, necessitated a shift 
to September. That required a 
change in vessel to the R/V Hugh 
Sharp operated by the University 
of  Delaware. Last week, WHOI 
was notified that the R/V Sharp 
is no longer available for the Sep-
tember time period and no suit-
able replacement could be found 
before the end of  September. 

• Why can’t the field trial happen 
later in 2024? Obtaining high-
quality results during this phase 
of  research requires a warmer 
surface layer of  water. That lay-
ering, or stratification, is impor-
tant because it allows the added 
alkaline material to remain in the 
upper ocean, where it will stay 
in contact with the atmosphere 
and draw carbon dioxide into the 
ocean. This allows scientists to 
obtain accurate measurements 
about the uptake of  carbon diox-
ide by alkalinity-enhanced seawa-
ter, which is a key scientific ob-
jective of  the LOC-NESS project. 
Conducting the field research in 
late September or early October, 
let alone later in the year, is not 
feasible because the warmer sur-
face layer disappears as Fall pro-
gresses.

Media contact: Suzanne Pelisson, 
spelisson@whoi.edu

Change was made in response to ship availability and to 
resulting changes in ocean conditions later in the year
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MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund

Maine Lobster Boat Races

PROUD SPONSOR OF

#SaveMaineLobstermen

Kittery • Portland • Rockland • Searsport • SW Harbor • Jonesport   Maine

SHOP IN-STORE, BY PHONE OR ONLINE TODAY!

800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com

Photo by Wayne Hamilton©

LOBSTER BAIT
HAIRLESS SALTED
PIG HIDE BAIT

Call 
800-639-2715

 to Order

HML-HIDEBAIT
Order# 740935
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NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com

NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com
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• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs
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• NGK Spark Plugs

• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals

• Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes

• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com
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An Act relative to lobstering 
closure mitigation update is 

stalled on the Hill!
As of August 20, 2024, Senate Bill No. 552 An Act relative to lobstering 

closure mitigation has not been passed.  While we knew going into the leg-
islative session it would be an uphill climb as there are limited options for 
avenues to pass this Bill.  

Whereas, the end of the Formal Session has come and gone with no reso-
lutions, Senator Patrick O’Connor and his staff are not giving up on this 
and nor should you.  The Bill is NOT dead on the Hill!  

While some legislators question the cost of it, and where will these funds 
come from, we keep encouraging the legislators to pass this to help pre-
serve the historic and iconic commercial lobster industry here in the Com-
monwealth.  We will keep you posted on this as the Bill continues to climb 
the Hill through the arduous process and in the meantime, keep calling 
your legislators to support Senate Bill No. 552. 

SENATE DOCKET, NO. 2035 FILED ON: 1/20/2023
SENATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No. 552
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
_________________
PRESENTED BY:
Patrick M. O’Connor
_________________
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts in General
Court assembled:
The undersigned legislators and/or citizens respectfully petition for the 

adoption of the accompanying bill:
An Act relative to lobstering closure mitigation.

An Act relative to lobstering closure mitigation.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 

and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 130 of the general laws is hereby amended by 
adding the following

2 section:-
3 Section 37B. Lobstering Closure Mitigation Fund
4 (a) There shall be established and set up on the books of the Com-

monwealth, subject to
5 appropriation, a fund to be known as the Lobstering Closure Miti-

gation Fund to be administered
6 by the department of unemployment assistance.
7 (b) The purpose of the Fund shall be to provide financial assis-

tance to lobstermen to
8 mitigate the financial impacts of fishing area closures due to pro-

tection of endangered marine
9 species. For the purposes of this act, the term “lobsterman” shall 

mean a holder of a commercial
10 fisherman permit (lobster) as so appearing in section 38 of this 

chapter that is deemed to be
11 active and transferable by the director, and the term “trap” shall 

mean a lobster trap or pot used
12 to catch lobsters that is owned by and licensed under and a lob-

sterman. Any lobsterman who is
13 domiciled in Massachusetts shall be eligible for weekly payments 

equal to one dollar per trap per
14 week. Eligibility for said payments shall be available through 

February 1 and shall terminate on

15 July 30 annually.
16 (c) There shall be credited to the Fund all amounts that are, by 

law, transferred or
17 authorized to be transferred thereto or directed to be deposited 

therein, and all amounts received
18 as gifts, grants, or contributions for the purposes of the Fund. 

Amounts credited to the Fund shall
19 not be subject to further appropriation and any money remaining 

in the Fund at the end of a fiscal
20 year shall not revert to the General Fund.
21 (d) The director of the department shall report annually to the 

house and senate
22 committees on ways and means and the joint committee on envi-

ronment natural resources and
23 agriculture on income received into the fund and sources of that 

income, any expenditure from
24 the fund and their purposes, and fund balances.
25 (e) The department shall promulgate regulations as necessary to 

implement the provisions
26 of this section, including, but not limited to, regulations pertain-

ing to payment application and
27 disbursement procedures.
28 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon its pas-

sage.

_______________
PETITION OF:
NAME: DISTRICT/ADDRESS:
Patrick M. O’Connor First Plymouth and Norfolk
Jennifer Balinsky Armini 8th Essex 2/1/2023
Julian Cyr Cape and Islands 2/7/2023
Bruce E. Tarr First Essex and Middlesex 2/27/2023
Angelo L. D’Emilia 8th Plymouth 2/27/2023
Mathew J. Muratore 1st Plymouth 3/1/2023
Susan L. Moran Plymouth and Barnstable 3/30/2023
Joan B. Lovely Second Essex 4/10/2023
Josh S. Cutler 6th Plymouth 4/13/2023
John F. Keenan Norfolk and Plymouth 10/19/2023
Joan Meschino 3rd Plymouth 10/23/2023
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FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~ DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON

American Lobster Board Initiates Addendum 
to Postpone Implementation of Addendum 
XXVII Measures & Approves Addendum XXX

ARLINGTON, VA – The Commission’s 
American Lobster Management 
Board initiated Draft Addendum 
XXXI to Amendment 3 to the Inter-
state Fishery Management Plan for 
American Lobster. The Draft Adden-
dum will consider postponing the im-
plementation of  the measures from 
Addendum XXVII. The Board also 
approved Addendum XXX, which 
addresses how the measures of  Ad-
dendum XXVII will apply to foreign 
imports of  American lobster once 
implemented.  

Draft Addendum XXXI considers 
postponing the implementation of  
management measures under Sec-
tions 3.1 and 3.2 of  Addendum XXVII 
until July 1, 2025. Addendum XXVII 
was adopted in May 2023 and estab-
lished a trigger mechanism to auto-
matically implement management 
measures to provide additional pro-
tection of  the Gulf  of  Maine/Georges 
Bank (GOM/GBK) spawning stock 
biomass. Changes to the current 

gauge and escape vent sizes in Lob-
ster Conservation Management Ar-
eas (LCMAs) 1, 3, and Outer Cape 
Cod (OCC) were triggered based on 
observed changes in recruit abun-
dance indices in October 2023 with 
the inclusion of  2022 survey data in 
the trigger index. The Board then 
extended the implementation date 
of  the series of  changes to gauge and 
vent size to begin January 1, 2025 
to allow the Gulf  of  Maine states 
the opportunity to coordinate with 
Canada regarding possible trade im-
plications, and give the industry and 
gauge makers additional time to pre-
pare for these changes. 

A meeting was held between US 
and Canadian lobster fishery manag-
ers and industry members in June 
2024 to discuss the management 
structures and stock assessments 
of  the two countries. Based on this 
meeting, the Board determined that 
postponing implementation of  Ad-
dendum XXVII’s biological mea-

sures to July 1, 2025 would reduce 
negative impacts to the US and Ca-
nadian lobster industries in 2025 
and allow Canada more time to con-
sider implementing complementary 
management measures. Specifically, 
Draft Addendum XXXI will consider 
postponing the changes in minimum 
gauge size for LCMA 1 (inshore Gulf  
of  Maine), and the measures under 
Section 3.1 of  Addendum XXVII to 
create a common size limit for state-
only and federal permit holders fish-
ing in OCC to July 2025. The Draft 
Addendum will not consider post-
poning regulations prohibiting the 
issuance of  10% additional trap tags 
in Areas 1 and 3 above the trap limit 
or allocation. Draft Addendum XXXI 
will be released for public comment 
later this year.

The Board also approved Ad-
dendum XXX, which clarifies the 
Commission’s intent for how the 
measures of  Addendum XXVII will 
apply to foreign imports of  Ameri-

can lobster once implemented. The 
Addendum recommends to NOAA 
Fisheries that the Mitchell Provision 
of  the Magnuson-Stevens Act apply 
to foreign imports of  whole live lob-
ster, meaning the smallest minimum 
size for foreign imports would match 
the smallest minimum size in effect 
for the US industry. The current 
smallest LCMA minimum gauge size 
in effect is 3¼ inches, and when the 
LCMA 1 gauge size increases, this 
will change to 3 5/16 inches. Foreign 
imports smaller than the new mini-
mum gauge size would be prohib-
ited. These size restrictions do not 
apply to lobsters travelling in-bond 
through the US.

Addendum XXX will be avail-
able on the Commission website,
www.asmfc.org, on the Ameri-
can lobster webpage by next week. 
For more information, please con-
tact Caitlin Starks, Senior Fishery 
Management Plan Coordinator, at
cstarks@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740. 

Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission

NEWS RELEASE
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“Grappling 

with 
Technology”

The Lobster Foundation of  Massachusetts, (LFoM) has completed a rig-
orous contractual process with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
to begin working on its project, “Grappling with Technology” (Project) to 
develop a cost-effective solution for grappling with GPS location devices 
to allow the commercial lobstermen to fish during the closed season to 
further protect the North Atlantic Right Whales (NARW). 

Once these technologies are integrated the commercial lobster indus-
try will begin field testing grappling with the use of  these technological 
platforms. 

The Project is looking to work with 15 commercial lobstermen and mo-
bile gear fishermen in MA LMA2, to test gears the ability to address both 
fishing gear conflict and NARW.   

The Project team will train the commercial lobstermen and mobile gear 
fishermen to use the “Grappling with Technology” gear. 

If  you are interested in participating, please reach out to the LFoM and 
we can get you signed up and give you the details of  what will be required.  
Send an email to info@lobsterfoundationofma.org or call the office and 
speak with Tracey at 781-545-6984 Ext.#4.

Inital Pinger Detection, Bearing Estimation Elevation & pinger separation for ranage estimation; Decoding.

Grapple Region Aquired, Grapple suggested Pot Hauled, RuBee Tag Provides information
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coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/data/enow.html
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coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/data/enow.html
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$18

With Two Handles
Available in all Colors
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MLA AD April 2024 Totes and Baskets  v3.pdf   1   4/16/2024   11:39:52 AM
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MEMBER / ATTENDEE

INFORMATION2025
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
January 30-February 2, 2025

Dear MLA member and Annual Weekend attendee, 

To reduce our carbon footprint, we are now 100% paperless, and all 
the MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show information and registra-
tion forms will be sent out in our weekly emails and are available on 
the MLA’s website: www.lobstermen.com.

The MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show is January 30 - February 
2, 2025 (the 30th is the vendor set up day) at the newly renovated Mar-
garitaville Cape Cod Resort, 1225 Iyannough Rd., Hyannis, MA 02601. 
www.margaritavilleresorts.com/margaritaville-resort-cape-cod

The 2024 MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show was a great success thanks to the many 
MLA members, vendors and show attendees who are dedicated to the fi shing industry. The 
MLA Annual Weekend Committee continues to work hard to bring you new vendors to keep 
you up to date with all the newest gadgets and equipment in the industry. 

If  you have not attended the MLA Annual Weekend and Trade show in many years, well 
then this is the year you won’t want to miss out on all the fun and camaraderie.  There will 
be lots of  giveaways, raffl es, great entertainment and laughs with friends you may not have 
seen in years!

All rooms and booths are on a fi rst come fi rst serve basis.  If  you would like a specifi c room 
DO NOT delay in getting you reservations in early.

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT ALL MEALS MUST BE PURCHASED THROUGH THE MLA

DO NOT FORGET TO FILL OUT AND SUBMIT THE MEAL TICKET FORM TO THE MLA

If  you have any questions or are interested in helping with the event, please call the offi ce 
and speak with Tracey at 781-545-6984 ext. 2.

Let’s make the 2025 MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show one to remember!

We look forward to seeing you in January, 

MLA Annual Weekend Committee

JOIN THE EVENT!
GO TO

WWW.LOBSTERMEN.COM 
TO DOWNLOAD THE 

REGISTRATION FORMS 
TODAY!
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HOTEL
REGISTRATION 2025

Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
January 30-February 2, 2025

2 

Massachusetts Lobstermen's Association 
Annual Weekend & Trade Show 2025 
Thursday, January 30, 2025 - Sunday, February 2, 2025

   
1225 Iyannough Rd. 
Hyannis, MA 02601 

508-771-3000
https://www.margaritavilleresorts.com/margaritaville-resort-cape-cod

                  
NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ARRIVAL DATE: _________________________________       DEPARTURE DATE: ________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _____________________________ STATE: _____________       ZIP CODE: __________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________EMAIL ADDRESS REQUIRED: _____________________________ 

Hotel Package Options
Check 
Choice Room Package  # of Nights Cost Per Room 

Package   

1 Night Package, 1 Adult Friday $204.86    
1 Night Package, 2 Adults Friday $204.86    
1 Night Package, 3 Adults Friday $227.76    
1 Night Package, 1 Adult Saturday $204.86    
1 Night Package, 2 Adults Saturday $204.86    
1 Night Package, 3 Adults Saturday $227.76    
2 Night Package, 1 Adult Fri & Sat $409.72    
2 Night Package, 2 Adults Fri & Sat $409.72    
2 Night Package, 3 Adults Fri & Sat $455.52    
3 Night Package, 1 Adult Thurs, Fri & Sat $614.58    
3 Night Package, 2 Adults Thurs, Fri & Sat $614.58    
3 Night Package, 3 Adults Thurs, Fri & Sat $683.28    

   

Package prices are inclusive of all taxes, and hotel fees. 

RESERVATION POLICIES

Reservations:

• Reservations are due no later than one month prior to arrival date — DECEMBER 29, 2024. A deposit of one night’s room rate plus occupancy 
tax is required per room to confi rm reservations.

• Individuals reserving their guest rooms may use our toll-free number 888-297-2200.

Individual Cancellation: An advanced deposit of one night room and tax will be taken at the time of the booking.  Individual cancellations 
received 5 days to check in will be allowed with a full refund of deposit.  Cancellation within 5 days will result in the loss of the advanced deposit.

CHECK-IN TIME AFTER 4:00 PM - CHECK-OUT TIME BY 11:00 AM
Please Email or Mail completed reservation form to (1 form per room)

Email: manderson@capecodderresort.com • Mail: Margaritaville Resort Cape Code, 1225 Iyannough Rd., Hyannis, MA 02601

CALL HOTEL WITH CREDIT CARD NUMBER: 508-771-3000

**Meal Tickets: All meal tickets MUST be purchased through the MLA prior to Thursday, January 23, 2025. If meal tickets are not purchased 
by this date, we cannot guarantee your meal.  All Meal tickets MUST be picked up at the MLA Booth.

1225 Iyannough Road
Hyannis, MA 02601

508-771-3000
www.margaritavilleresorts.com/
margaritaville-resort-cape-cod

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arrival Date: ___________________________________________________   Departure Date: _______________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________   State:__________________________________    Zip Code:  _________________________

Phone Number: _____________________________   Email Address Required: ___________________________________________________________

Package prices are inclusive of all taxes and hotel fees.
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MEAL TICKET
ORDER FORM2025

Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
January 30-February 2, 2025

Day &
Time

Description of
Bu� et Items Available

Price Per 
Person

Number 
Requested

Total
Price

1/31/2025
Friday Evening

Bu© et
6:30 PM - 7:45 PM

Entertainment
7:45 PM - 9:00 PM

Seafood Chowder,
Tossed Italian Salad,

Seafood Stu© ed Sole w/Lobster 
Sauce, Cranberry Chicken w/

Cranberry Sage Stuª  ng, 
Braised Short Ribs w/ Jardinerre 
Vegetables, Seasonal Vegetables, 
Rolls and Butter, Chocolate Cake, 

Co© ee & Tea

$58

2/1/2025
Saturday Evening 
Dinner
6:30 PM - 7:45 PM

Award Ceremony
8:00 PM

Casino Night
9:00 PM - 11:00 PM

New England Clam Chowder, 
Caesar Salad,

Baked Cod w/ Sherried Crumbs, 
Chicken Tenderloin Marsala,
Steak Tip w/Teriyaki Sauce, 

Seasonal Vegetables, Rolls and 
Butter, Warm Apple Crisp w/ Fresh 

Whipped Cream, Co© ee & Tea

$58

All meals MUST be selected & paid for by 1/23/25 Total $

Name:_____________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

  Visa         Master Card         Check payable to MLA

Name on Card: _____________________________________

Card Number: ______________________________________

Expiration Date: ____________________________________

Last 3 numbers on back of card:
(You may call this number in) ________________________

Signature: _________________________________________

Today’s Date: ______________________________________

Mail form to: MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
or Call 781-545-6984 ext. 2
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Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the pallet. We also o�er 
wholesale and volume discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
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EVENT

SPONSORSHIPS2025
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
January 30-February 2, 2025

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association will be holding its Annual Weekend & Trade 
Show 2025 at the newly renovated Margaritaville Cape Cod Resort Hyannis, MA on January 
30th - February 2nd, 2025 (The 30th is set up day). The show hours are Friday & Saturday 9:00 
AM - 4:00 PM & Sunday 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM.

The Annual Weekend & Trade Show is to provide an opportunity for commercial lobster-
men, commercial fi shermen, seafood dealers and equipment suppliers to get together and 
talk about ALL things fi shing related, educational seminars and, to have some fun too.

The MLA provides annual educational grants to college bound children of  our members 
and has given out over nine thousand dollars per year for the last many years.

The Annual Weekend Committee is asking if  you would help us by being a sponsor for one 
of  our show’s activities, raffl es or, donate to the MLA Scholarship Fund. These are some of  
the sponsorship opportunities, the Scholarship Fund Raffl e, The Hospitality Suite, the Craft, 
the Entertainment, and more.

All contributors will be recognized in the show program. Please note all donors will be 
listed in the show program if  the donations are received prior to January 4th. All others will 
be noted in the following MLA newspaper.

The MLA currently has over 1,800 members which include lobster fi shermen, lobster and 
seafood dealers and equipment suppliers and works all year for the collective good of  the 
resource and the lobster industry.

We sincerely hope that you will consider helping us out and we thank you in advance for 
any support you can give.

Please return this page with your donation MLA Annual Weekend Committee

Name:________________________________________________________    Amount: $ _____________________

What  would you like to sponsor?:   Scholarship Fund   Craft

  Hospitality Suite   Entertainment

  Legal Defense Fund   Let Committee Decide

Mail form to: MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066

Thank you for your continued support of the MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show
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EXHIBITOR INFO & 

BOOTH RESERVATION2025
Annual Weekend
& Industry 
Trade Show
January 30-February 2, 2025

Dear Exhibitor, 

We are excited to offer you the opportunity to celebrate with us and to present and/or sell your products and services to 
a group of  more than 1,800 Commercial Fishermen during the MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show Thursday, January 
30th - February 2nd, 2025. The 30th is vendor set up day. This year’s event will be at the newly renovated Margaritaville 
Cape Cod Resort Hyannis, MA.  www .margaritavilleresorts.com/margaritaville-resort-cape-cod 

To reduce our carbon footprint, we are now 100% paperless, and all the MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show information 
& registration forms will be sent out in our weekly emails and are available on the MLA website: www.lobstermen.com

Once we receive your payment, we will mail you a confi rmation letter for your booth and have it waiting for you begin-
ning at 9:00am on Thursday, January 30th for set-up. If  the Thursday set-up day is a diffi culty for you, we can make special 
arrangements to admit you early on Friday morning January 31st. However, please be advised that the Exhibit Hall opens 
at 9:00am and all exhibits must be fully set up by 9:00am. (Show hours are Friday & Saturday 9:00am-4:00 pm and Sunday 
8:00am -10:00am. 

The MLA gives cash prizes to those exhibitors who remain set up until 10:00am on Sunday. 

YOU MUST BE AT YOUR BOOTH BY 8:00am TO GET YOUR TICKET! 

All rooms and booths are on a fi rst come fi rst served basis. If  you would like a specifi c room or booth DO NOT DELAY
and get your reservation submitted today. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT ALL MEALS MUST BE PURCHASED THROUGH THE MLA

DO NOT FORGET TO FILL OUT AND SUBMIT THE MEAL TICKET FORM TO THE MLA
If  you have any questions or are interested in helping with the event, please call the offi ce and speak with Tracey at 781-

545-6984 ext. 2.  Let’s make the 2025 MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show one to remember!

We look forward to seeing you in January, 

MLA Annual Weekend Committee

Each booth comes with a 6’
tableclothed table & two chairs.
Set-up begins at 9:00 AM on
Thursday, January 30th and must 
be completely removed by 11 :00 
AM Sunday, February 2nd unless 
other arrangements have been 
made in advance. 

Vendor Ra�  e
To qualify, your booth MUST
remain intact, and YOU must
be at your booth by 8:00 AM
on Sunday, February 2nd.

Company: _________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________

People in charge of booth: ___________________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________

Primary Product or Service:

___________________________________________________________________________

Please DO NOT DELAY as this is a new venue and space is limited.

Mail form to: MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066. Acceptable payments: Mastercard, Visa, Checks Payable to MLA. Call 781-545-6984 ext. 2 and speak with Tracey to process credit cards.

25% BOOTH EARLY DISCOUNT
(Must be booked & paid before 11/1/24)

1 Booth  $562 _____________

2 Booths  $787 _____________

3 Booths  $1012 _____________

Electricity  $56 _____________

  Total $____________

BOOTH PRICE AFTER 11/1/24

1 Booth  $750 _____________

2 Booths  $1050 _____________

3 Booths  $1350 _____________

Electricity  $75 _____________

  Total $____________

RESERVE YOUR BOOTH BY 11/1/24 & RECEIVE A 25% DISCOUNT
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Legal Defense 
Fund Updates

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) Legal Defense Fund 
(LDF) needs your support now more 
than ever.  This dedicated fund is for 
the purpose of  defending the Massa-
chusetts commercial lobster fi shermen 
from legal and fi sheries management 
actions that could seriously impact our 
commercial lobstermen’s ability to con-
duct their businesses and earn a living.

Currently, the MLA is actively 
engaged in lawsuits that could have 
negative impacts on the commercial 
lobster industry and is working with 
our lawyers in the Commonwealth and 
in Minnesota to fi ght for you and your 
industry.
UPDATE 8/28/2024 (District of  Massa-
chusetts / First Circuit Case) Case No. 
1:24-cv-10332-WGY; MLA v. NMFS et 
al / First Circuit Case Nos. 24-1480 and 
24-1481

Last year NMFS illegally extended 
the 2022 Wedge Closure to close the 
Wedge from February through April 
2023. We challenged this decision in 
Court and the Court agreed we were 
right on the law, but ultimately decided 
not to stop it because we could not show 
irreparable harm. NMFS is now at it 
again, attempting to convert its illegal 
2023 Wedge Closure into a Permanent 
Final Rule. We submitted a robust com-
ment to the proposed fi nal regulation 
explaining to NMFS why its proposed 
fi nal rule is illegal. 

Despite this, NMFS proceeded with 
the illegal wedge closure, ignoring 
Congress’ clear mandate not to further 
regulate the lobster industry and rely-
ing on the same illegal science that the 
D.C. Circuit struck down. We moved for 
a preliminary injunction to stop this 
before it could go into effect this season. 
The Court held a trial on our case on 
March 14, 2024. 

We are pleased to announce that 
we scored a massive win in this case. 
The Court ruled that the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2023, clearly forbid 
NMFS from implementing the Perma-
nent Wedge Closure and declared that 
the Rule was illegal, thus leaving the 
Wedge open until 2028. The Court also 
correctly identifi ed the severe harm 
our members would face if  NMFS was 
allowed to violate the law like this. 

We fi led a motion for attorney’s fees 
under the Equal Access to Justice Act 
on April 12, 2024. The Court has stayed 
briefi ng on that issue so that we can 
negotiate with NMFS regarding our 
requested fees. That stay has been ex-

panded to last until the appeal process 
has fi nishes.

On the subject of  the appeal, NMFS 
appealed the decision to the First 
Circuit. The NGOs, which the Court al-
lowed to join the case after its decision 
and over our objection, have also fi led 
an appeal. They have moved for the 
Court to consolidate the appeals, a deci-
sion we did not oppose. We expect the 
First Circuit to rule on that motion this 
month. From there, the Court will set a 
briefi ng schedule for the parties. 

We brought a motion to dismiss 
NMFS’s appeal. While unusual for 
appeals, our basis for doing so is 
well founded. In any case it loses, the 
government cannot simply bring an ap-
peal. Instead, it must get approval from 
the Solicitor General within the 60-day 
window for appealing. Here, NMFS ad-
mitted that it failed to do this. Because 
of  this failure, the appeal was never 
authorized and cannot be allowed. 
NMFS opposed the motion, claiming 
the Solicitor General could approve 
an appeal after the deadline. The First 
Circuit declined to rule ahead of time, 
instead asking Parties to include this 
argument in their principal Briefs. 

NMFS and the NGOs have fi led their 
principal Briefs, making effectively 
the same arguments that were made 
to the District of  Massachusetts. Our 
responsive brief  is due on September 
16, 2024, we have a single combined 
brief  that will respond to both, and 
the First Circuit granted us additional 
words in order to do so. The NGOs and 
NMFS will then get short reply briefs to 
respond to our arguments.

UPDATE 8/28/2024 (Rhode Island 
Superior Court) Case No. PC-2024-
02162; East Farm Commercial Fisheries 
Center v. Rhode Island Department of  
Environmental Management et al.

Recently, our brother lobstermen 
in Rhode Island scored a great victory 
against the Rhode Island Department of  
Environmental Management’s attempt 
to place a mandatory VMS require-
ment on federally-licensed lobstermen. 
Represented by Eckland & Blando, 
the same law fi rm that represents us, 
the Rhode Island lobstermen obtained 
a preliminary injunction forbidding 
RIDEM from implementing the manda-
tory VMS requirement on federally-
licensed lobstermen. 

The Rhode Island Superior Court 
based its ruling on two grounds: (1) the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
forbid the passage of  new regulations 

on lobstermen until 2028 and the VMS 
Rule violated that prohibition; and 
(2) Congress has “pre-empted” Rhode 
Island from passing any regulation on 
federally-licensed lobstermen as NMFS 
is the sole entity that may do so. This 
ruling relied heavily on our win in the 
District of  Massachusetts case and 
could have wide ranging implications 
for lobstermen in other states as well. 

We are reviewing this decision with 
our legal team to determine next steps 
following this win by the Rhode Island 
lobstermen. 

The commercial lobstermen’s busi-
nesses are at stake as well as the thou-
sands of  jobs and shore side businesses 
that depend upon the continued success 
of  the commercial lobster industry.  
The commercial lobstermen in Mas-
sachusetts are NOT to the problem and 
have done everything asked of  them by 
National Marine Fisheries Service and 
have been working under the strictest 
conservation rules for the right whales 
anywhere in the world since 2014.  Yet 
here we are, still fi ghting these lawsuits 

to keep the Massachusetts commercial 
lobstermen fi shing.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association has been actively involved 
in these lawsuits since 2018 and we need 
your generous support today to con-
tinue our fi ght to keep the commercial 
lobstermen fi shing.  As we all know, 
any legal action costs lots of  money 
and over the last 5 years the Massachu-
setts Lobstermen’s Association Legal 
Defense Fund has spent over $300,000 
fi ghting these legal battles.  These are 
real threats to the historic and iconic 
commercial lobster industry, and we 
are doing everything to keep Massachu-
setts commercial lobstermen fi shing.
WHERE TO MAKE DONATIONS

Any contribution to the Legal De-
fense Fund is greatly appreciated.

Donate by mail:
MLA LDF
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Donate online:
www.lobstermen.com
– In the Members section, select 

Dues/Donate.
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SEPTEMBER 2024 SUPPORTERS

to the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association

LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

DONATE
TODAY!

Brendan Adams
Michael Aldrovandi

Michael Allen
Brainerd Ames Jr.

John Barrett
James Bartlett
James Bartlett

Michael Bartlett
Timothy Bartlett
William Bartlett

Calvin Bayley
Tom Bell

James Birarelli
Hugh Bishop

Dale Blatchford
Jole Bois

Marty Bolcome
Henry Borges

J.Bruce Borges
David Breen

Peter Brodeur
Steven Brooks

Mark Byard
Richard Cadigan

Joshua Carnevale
Mark Carnevale

Dave Casoni
David Cataldo

John Clay
Michael Clay

Dennis Colbert
Gregory Cook
Norbert Critch
Peter Crowell
David Crowley

Edward Deputat

Ed Desrosier
Erik DeWolfe
Scott Draper
Ryan Drohan
Bob Duseau

Timothy Field
Michael Flanigan

Raegan Foye
Scott Fryer

Micheal Gallagher
Michael Gallaher

Doug Germain
Jonathan Granlulnd

Vanessa Gray
Je� rey Hazell
Doug Heath

Shawn Hinds
John Hobby
Mike Hogan

Steven Holler
Roscoe Holmes
Patrick Hurley

Frank Kristy
Peter Krzyewski

David LaRosa
Bill Lister

Frederic Littlefi eld
Eric Lorentzen
E. Lorentzen Sr.

Tom Lupo
David Magee

Chad Mahoney
Justin Mahoney
Mike Malewicki

Christopher Manning
George Mason

Gregory Mataronas
Doug Maxfi eld

Stanley Mazalewski
Alfonso Mineo
Richard Moleti

Joseph Mondello
Grant Moore
Dean Mould

Robert S. Nihtila
Robert Nihtila Jr.
Robert Nihtila Sr.
Arthur Noronha

Brian O’Donohoe
Bill Oliver

Mark O’Meara
Calvin Perry

Jason Polison
Anthony Ponte

Christopher Rainone
Mike Richardson

William Rowe
Richard Rowell
Jay Sahagian

James Santapaolo
Therese Saugaveau

William Souza
Frederick Stowell
Russell Sylvestre

David Tahtinen
Bob Tice

Scott Torrey
Ernest Trowbridge

Peter Wallace
Donald Wilkinson

Paul Young
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MLA Classifieds Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00.
Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA o�ce to renew.

781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com
*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

AD#1 (3/24) FOR SALE – Area 1 coastal 
lobster permit, $25,000. 600 traps with line, 
buoys etc. 3ft and 42 inch $20 each. 20 ft., 
rebuilt galvanized lobster trap trailer $4,500. 
Complete package with boat can be discussed. 
Call 774-722-1453

AD#2 (4/24) FOR SALE – Hydraulic Com-
ponents, parts, and service. Pumps, Motors, 
Valves and Accessories. Hydraulic Hoses are 
made while you wait. Great Prices–Same day 
service (in many cases)-Wide selection of in-
stock items. Rebuilt items are occasionally 
available. ROSE MARINE, Gloucester, MA 877-
283-3334

AD#3 (4/24) FOR SALE – KC Trap & Mesh–
Traps-Heads-Finished Kits. Call for more infor-
mation. 774-280-6638

AD#4 (4/24) FOR SALE – 1981 50’ Jersey 
Boat- Twin disc 507- Detroit 671- Needs wiring 
& electronics. BRO $25,000.00 Call for more 
info-781-834-6733

AD#5 (6/24) FOR SALE – Green crabs-Cape 
Cod Area-Call Tony @ 774-239-1599

AD#6 (4/24) FOR SALE – Boston. 60 new 
yellow Cavatorta wire 43.5”x22.5”x15” lobster 
traps. Kitchen haul, double parlor hand knit 
head in rear, 10-gauge ends, bridges & front 
corner braces. 12-gauge body, side brace, skid 
plate & side cha�ng pieces. Has plastic coated 
steel runners, plastic corners & plastic runner 
bumpers. These are quality made traps, you 
will absolutely love to haul! $182 ea. Ed 617-
680 -4096

AD#7 (4/24) FOR SALE – 500+ lobster traps 
w/line & buoys 3’$20.00- 4ft.$35.00, located 
in Scituate. Can use yard where the traps are 
stored to get traps ready for use no charge for 
compressed air or electricity. Call 978-815-1734

AD#8 (4/24) FOR SALE – Turnkey Outer Cape 
Lobster Business: 1981 31’ BHM Volvo 63P–
370 HP, 2 1/2:1Twin Disc, spare wheels, many 
spare engine parts. OC State permit w/270 
tags+ 10%, many endorsements, 400+ traps, 
ground lines, end lines, flags, Go-Deeps, 200 
totes, lids, + trap building tools & equipment. 
The boat also set up for Dogfish & Mackerel 
w/all gear, 8×16 trap trailer, 5’x7’walk in bait 
cooler, 6000# mooring in Chatham Harbor, 
fiberglass ski± with 10HP Suzuki 4 stroke & 
trailer. $200k or BRO Steve 978-257-1062

AD#9 (4/24) FOR SALE – 31’ BHM Lobster 
boat. 300 hp- John Deere, 2-VHF radios, chart 
plotter, Furuno fish finder, built in live tank, 
radar, 3 swivel rod holders. $65,000.00. Call 
508-280-3038

AD#10 (7/24) FOR SALE – MA Coastal Lob-
ster Permit $20,000.00 OBRO Call 978-768-
9117 or 978-335-3531

AD#11 (8/24) FOR SALE – 1980 Bob Rich 
40 wooden lobster boat. 471 Detroit diesel, 
twin disc gear, hydro-slave pot hauler w/di-
verter valve for other fisheries. Two 75-gal fuel 
tanks (fiberglass) under deck, full cabin, GPS, 
Furuno depth sounder, VHF radio, MA coastal 
Area 1 lobster permit, 800 trap. Federal Area 
1 lobster permit w/endorsements (ground-
fish/dogfish) 800 pot limit. 140 wire lobster 
traps, some never used (brand new) 60-70 
buoys, extra ropes, safety equipment, sea an-
chor, 12’ fiberglass ski± misc.; lobster related 
equipment, spare propeller (never used) trap 
related repair equipment. $65,000. firm. Bill at 
781-834-7418

AD#12 (4/24) FOR SALE – 33 ft. lobster boat 
1987 Novi/Scott 150 Ford engine. 600 traps 
N.H. lobster license 100+ traps, dingy, trap 
trailer, ropes & buoys. Boat has been out of 
the water for 3-years. Also, a mooring at Pierce 
Island. $54,900.00 Call Douglas at 603-566-
3654

AD#13 (4/24) FOR SALE – 22’Sisu Lobster 
Boat W/150 HP Evinrude OB needs work. Has 
12” Hydraulic hauler. Runs o± Honda Hydrau-
lics. Power Pack needs work. Comes w/ bunk 
trailer. Asking $8000. or B.O. Call Robert at 
5:00 p.m. 617-846-3714 or 617-650-3842

AD#14 (4/24) FOR SALE – Federal Area 1 Per-
mit: O±ers over $35,000 will be considered. 
IHsea@aol.com 781-639-0001

AD#15 (4/24) FOR SALE – Airsep- air-cleaner 
5” $100.00 Joel at 781-581-0324 or email 
joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#16 (4/24) FOR SALE – 5” Superior haul-
ing block-Aluminum construction with stain-
less sheave $250. Joel at 781-581-0324 or 
email joel.w.marie@gmail.com  

AD#17 (4/24) FOR SALE – Spare new stain-
less sheave for 5” Superior block-$150. Call 
Joel@ 781-581-0324-E-mail joel.w.marie@
gmail.com   

AD#18 (6/24) FOR SALE – 2008 24 ft., Ro-
marine Lobster boat w/ pilot house. Turn key, 
very clean. Ready for fishing, lobstering & 
chartering. 175 hp Suzuki, in 2023 new trailer, 
gas tank, deck liner, includes Furuno electron-
ics, 10´ electra dry hauler, strong arm electric 
trailer winch TN 9000. Motor professionally 
serviced w/ all records available. $28,000.00 
Firm-Call 508-775-3044 

AD#19 (4/24) REDUCED – FOR SALE – 
Complete lobster business. Area 1 MA State 
license 800 trap allocation with long history. 
Dog & shellfish endorsement. 1987 Gummond 
31’ w/12’ beam enclosed cabin w/ “bus” heater 
12kts cruise w/20+top end Cummings re-

manufactured “Diamond” version 370 HP with 
3500 hours.  300+ traps w/ ropes & buoys. 
14ft tender w/ 3yr old Suzuki 4s 15 hp w/elec-
tric start.  GPS/bottom sounder, life jackets, 
fish totes, etc. Would like to sell it as a package 
but will accept separate o±ers on boat, license 
& fishing gear. $70,000. OBRO Call Bob- 508-
224-1664 or e-mail roalward@comcast.net  
Pictures available.

AD#20 (3/24) FOR SALE – Federal lobster 
permit AREA 1-$20,000.00 Call Rich at 508-
317-5808

AD#21 (4/24) FOR SALE – Lobster business 
peripherals: OCLMA permit for 645 tags, din-
gy, tank, freezer, mixture of wood & wire traps 
in excellent condition, totes, etc. Serious inqui-
ries only: 774-313-6287 or joneseven@aol.com

AD#22 (4/24) FOR SALE – 50 3ft yellow 
traps-shrimp mesh-1/2 shark mouth-1/2 
hoops-Cavatorta wire-composite runners-
reinforced corners/bumpers. 10 gauge ends/
bridges $120.00 each. Call 508-843-8614

AD#23 (4/24) FOR SALE – 2-506 twin disc 
transmissions $4,000 for both- priced to sell. 
Call/text Elaine 339-832-2493

AD#24 (4/24) FOR SALE – American Lobster 
Federal Permit- Area 2-420 trap allocation. 
$35,000.00 Call 631-903-2063

AD#25 (4/24) FOR SALE – Slide in insulated 
refrigerated body for a pickup truck. Ted 843-
267-3473 or mrfish@mrfish.com

AD#26 (6/24) FOR SALE – Mustang Survival 
Floater Work Jacket(New) size Large $125 
Storm Line floatation bibs  (New)size Medium 
$125 Call 508-246-4009

AD#27 (4/24) FOR SALE – Lobster traps & 
rope Approx. 150 – 48” & about 25 – 36” lob-
ster traps for sale some free.  Most need work 
and some are just cages.  $20 for the best…
free for the rest. Extra doors, new headsets, 
runners, window weights, 20 pot trawls of 
7/16” ground lines, & miscellaneous also avail-
able. Prefer the traps go in minimum lots of 
50 traps.  Will crush & scrap what is left. Must 
clean out-Pickup in Hull Email jnak388@hot-
mail.com for more info.

AD#28 (4/24) FOR SALE – Traps- 50 3ft yel-
low shrimp mesh brand new, ergos, compos-
ite runners skid plate, all corners reinforced, 
stainless bait spike, seal proof door latches, 4 
corner bumpers & plastic edging all around ex-
tra clips built to last $120 each. 50 -3’ shrimp. 
Call 978-774-4074

AD#29 (4/24) Looking for work on an o±-
shore lobster boat. I have 2 years’ experience 
on a lobster boat & 2 years ground fishing. 
I am looking for a clean boat, no drama. I am 

dependable & a hard worker. Text/Call Josh-
ua-207-798-2808

AD#30 (4/24) FOR SALE – 800 36” traps, 
rope, buoys, high flyers. All equipment pertain-
ing to lobstering. If interested, Call Kevin @ 
508-951-6400

AD#31 (7/24) Looking to buy gray or blue 
plastic fish tubs with lids. 3 x 3 tubs or larger. 
Mr. Fish Myrtle Beach S.C.  mrfish@mrfish.com 

AD#32 (8/24) FOR SALE – 2-24 X 24 Lift out 
Freeman hatches. $400. ea.1  36 X 36 Lift out 
Freeman hatch. $1,000. 401-842-8165

AD#33 (8/24) FOR SALE – 30” Crossley 
Deep Water hauler w/ Stand & Large Roller – 
all Stainless Steel. $4,500. Call 401-842-8165

AD#34 (8/24) FOR SALE – Turn Key Fishing 
business. 1983 Bruce Atkinson 37×14 fiber-
glass Novi. 671 natural DD 700 hours on a re-
built, has a 509 twin disc. ratio 1.5-1 w/pto on 
tranny. 2019-new wheelhouse. 2010 new deck 
w/ 2 new fuel tanks 125 gal., each. 14” stainless 
steel hauler, new motor, 12-gal hydraulics, tank 
& hoses in 2022. New 24 gal., hydraulic pump 
for hauler. Wagner steering re-built in 2017 w/ 
new ram & hoses. Electronics-Furuno- 2 brand 
new 8-D batteries. MLA marine surveyed in 
July 2023-Valued @ $85,000.00- Area 1 state 
& federal permits-800 traps. Currently, fish-
ing 260 Friendship traps, rope, buoys, traps  
& 16×8 trailer included. Preferably sold as a 
package. $100,00.00 OBRO  Text Mike @ 781-
854-6522 or call 781-665-5318 please no calls 
after 6:00 p.m.

AD#35 (8/24) FOR SALE – 1990 PEI, 42’ 
fishing boat. Can be used in any fishery or 
as a family pleasure boat. Cummins engine 
440hp 8.3 6CTA w ZF marine gear.  Updated 
w/ latest electronic technology. Fully compli-
ant w/ rigorous USCG requirements. Multiple 
pieces of equipment can be included w/ sale. 
Lobster traps, buoy lines, ground lines, State& 
Fed licenses endorsements. Contact Richie at  
RICHIEANDNANCY@GMAIL.COM

AD#36 (8/24) FOR SALE – Outer Cape Lob-
ster Business- 524 tags & traps- 34’ Bruno 
re-built Cummins 350hp – QSB 5.9 Hondex 
plotter, new Simrad radar, gps, vhf- USCG 
safety inspection good out to 12 miles. In-
cluded: trap trailer, all trap building materials, 
17  ski± w/50hp Suzuki. 2-moorings & other 
misc; gear. Currently, fishing 300 traps. Up for 
immediate sale. $200k Call John @ 774-216-
9027

AD#37 (8/24) FOR SALE –  Weber’s Cove 
Lobster Boat, fiberglass hull. Ready to fish, 
ready to go for a ride. Located in East Boston- 
Call Frank @ 774-327-9925
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C18 RATINGS
470/600@1800rpm A Rating

670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating
1015/1150@2300rpm - T4 Exempt ratings 
for light commercial 

–C18

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine 
Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

For Marine Engine Sales, contact 
Nick Fawle, Marine Market Manager. 
603-484-5248    Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Ask us about our 
Customer Value 

Agreements (CVA)

miltoncat.com

Available for new 
boat installations 

and repowers.
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
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