
O C T O B E R  2 0 2 3  N E W S PA P E R   •   W W W. L O B S T E R M E N. C O M

PROPOSAL
DMF seeks to amend its buoy line marking regulations for the Mas-

sachusetts Mixed Species Pot/Trap Fishery [322 CMR 12.06(2)(c)]. This 
amendment would make an exemption to the existing buoy line mark-
ing rules to allow commercial fishers to fish fully formed red and red 
and white (so-called “candy cane”) colored weak rope with a “MASS 
LOBSTER” tracer ribbon visible to the naked eye throughout the buoy 
line (Fig. 1 and 2) and would prohibit Massachusetts fishers from fish-
ing any tracer rope that may be manufactured for another jurisdic-
tion. This amendment would accommodate the deployment of new 
rope products that have been developed by industry through the Mas-
sachusetts Lobstermen’s Association.

RATIONALE
At present, DMF’s buoy line marking regulations require all buoy 

lines in the Massachusetts Mixed Species Pot/Trap Fishery to be 
marked with one solid red mark measuring at least three feet in length 
in the surface system followed by four solid or non-solid red marks 
measuring at least two feet in length in the body of the buoy line with 
two marks occurring in the top 50% and two marks in the bottom 50% 
and no more than 60’ without a red mark. Buoy lines that are red in 
color (including the fully formed red or candy cane weak ropes) are to 
bear white marks in the place of the red marks.

This was done to make Massachusetts’ trap gear uniquely identifi-
able for the purposes of identifying the gear back to the fishery in the 
case of an entanglement. While some of the fully formed weak rope 
being produced and marketed is either red in color or candy cane col-
ored, fishing this rope without compliant white marks was not suf-
ficient to meet Massachusetts’ buoy line marking rules because the 
fully formed weak rope could be lawfully fished in other jurisdictions 
(e.g., Maine) where there are requirements that endlines have a break-
ing strength of 1,700 pounds or less. While buoy lines fished in other ju-
risdictions would be subject to their own unique marking scheme, the 
risk existed that—absent other markings—red or candy cane colored 

- FUTURE PUBLIC HEARING PLANNED -
Adjust Buoy Line Marking Rules to Allow Use 
of New Fully Formed Weak Rope with Tracer

HEARING, Page 23

Figure 1. Red Fully Formed Weak Rope With Tracer

Figure 2. Candy Cane Colored Fully Formed Weak Rope With Tracer
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+1 (508) 234-8715 . riverdale.com . sales@riverdale.com

• Proven Quality and Durability

• Precision Engineered 

• Fastest Fishing Mesh

• Unmatched Corrosion Resistance

• The High-liner’s Top Choice

Made in the USA - Trusted Worldwide

AQUAMESH®

by Riverdale Mills

Supporting the Lobster Industry for 43 Years 
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ALIVE & KICKING 
LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO
CAMBRIDGE, MA
617.876.0451

BOSTON LOBSTER FEAST 
JEFF HAZELL
ORLANDO, FL
407.832.7322 

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
BOSTON, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME
207.354.8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.
com

CAPE ANN MARINE
SALES & SERVICE
978.283.0806
capeannmarina.com 

CAPE SEAFOODS
BAIT DEALER
GERRY O’NEIL
GLOUCESTER, MA
978.479.4642 

CAPE FISHERMEN SUPPLY
DAVE LIBBY
CHATHAM, MA
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS
508.487.0259 | 508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS
KIM MARDEN
WELLESLEY, MA
781.329.7007 | 781.329.0792
captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
DARRYL PARKER
DANVERS, MA
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS 
CORP.
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.994.8257 

EAST COAST SEAFOOD
SPIROS TOURKAKIS
LYNN, MA
781.593.1737

ECKLAND & BLANDO
SAM BLATCHLEY
BOSTON, MA 02110
617.217.6936 
www.ecklandblando.com

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.3270 

FARM CREDIT EAST
MIDDLEBORO, MA
508.946.4455 

FISHER AIR FASTENERS
ED & CHRIS FISHER
PEMBROKE, MA
781.826.2522 

FISHERMEN SERVICES
DONNA CHEPREN
781.545.5073 Ext. 16
fishermenservices.com

FLEET PROPELLER 
SERVICE
MIKE VALM                                       
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.979.8000

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO.
FRIENDSHIP, ME
800.451.1200  

HAMILTON MARINE INC.
56 US ROUTE 1 BYPASS
KITTERY, ME 03904
207.439.1133
hamiltonmarine.com

HARBOR FUELS
info@harborfuels.com
617.720.3835

HERCULES
JOHN REARDON
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.993.0010

JAMES HOOK & CO.
ED HOOK JR.
BOSTON, MA
617.423.5500 

KETCHAM TRAPS
HEATHER KETCHAM
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207.337.8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER CRUISES
PAUL QUINTAL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.5342

LOBSTER TRAP
FISH MARKET
MONUMET BEACH, MA
508.759.6400
lobstertrap.com

LOBSTER TRAP CO.
MAC HAY
BOURNE, MA
508.214.3290 Ext. 101
lobstertrap.com 

MARINE HYDRAULIC
ENGINEERING
ROBERT CROWE
ROCKLAND, ME
207.594.9525 | 800.747.7550 

MILTON CAT
POWER SYSTEMS
MILFORD, MA
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, 
INC.
VINCE MORTILLARO
GLOUCESTER, MA
798.281.0959 

NAPA-CAPE COD
BILL DRINAN
FALMOUTH, MA
508-457-1734

NAVROC MARINE 
ELECTRONICS
JASON PHILBROOK
ROCKLAND, ME
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE &   
INDUSTRIAL INC.
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603.436.2836 | 781.834.9301
info@newenglandmarine.com 

NEW ENGLAND 
PROPELLER
DOUG PECK
PLYMOUTH, MA
800.635.9504
neprop@aol.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
POWER-TWIN DISC
SAM PROFIO
EXETER, NH
sprofio@glpower.com
603.418.0470  

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ
774.248.0292

RIVERDALE MILLS 
CORPORATION
NORTHBRIDGE MA
508.234.8715
riverdale.com

ROSES MARINE
GLOUCESTER, MA
877.283.3334
rosesmarine.com

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER
MANOMET, MA
508.224.5700

SPURS MARINE 
MANUFACTURING
PABLO SOSA
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
800.824.5372

SUPERIOR LOBSTER
MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH 
774.773.5048
www.superiorlobster.com

TWO COUSINS
FISH MARKET
BRIAN O’DONOHOE
FREEPORT, NY
516.379.5065

WINDWARD POWER 
SYSTEMS
FAIRHAVEN, MA
774.992.0059
windwardpower.com

WOOD’S SEAFOOD
JAY KIMBALL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.0261
www.woodseafood.com

MLA Sponsors The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them.  If your company is not listed
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2
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The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association would like to welcome 
the following new members to the 
Association. Your Association will 
continue its e� orts on your behalf 
to conserve the resource, protect 

your livelihood, keep you informed, 
promote the industry and provide you 

with increasing benefi ts as they are 
developed. MLA stands ready to help 

you in anyway, at anytime —
just let us know how!

Safe on the water and good fi shing!

SEAN CONNORS
F/V Dawn Treader
Chatham Fish Pier 

MARK DAVIS
F/V Sea-Quest

South River

CURTIS PEDERSEN
F/V Lisa-Ann

Pine River 

LOU PEDERSEN
F/V Lisa-Ann

Pine River

NEW MLA MEMBERS:

Published by the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc.

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
– Published monthly –

Mailed to all paid members of the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

Newsletter Departments

Editor, Industry News, Notice Section,
Editorial, Blog, Industry News,

Promotions, Layout, Advertising:
Beth Casoni — Executive Director

Buy Sell Swap:  Tracey Abboud

Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly
(Please note that all pre-paid ads

for last year will be honored)

$50 — ¼ Page Ad
$80 — ½ Page Ad

$110 — Full Page Ad
Color Ads — + $50 per ad
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd. 

MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider

Agreed Hull Value  –  Protection & Indemnity 

Crew Coverage    -   Extended Policy Limits   -  Chartering

Marina Floaters  -   Multiple Fisheries & Deductibles

Call 781-545-5073 for a free quote 

or 

request a quote online at fishermenservices.com
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October is here and, it’s sure to be a month full of  un-
certainty after last month’s Public Hearings held by Na-
tional Marine Fisheries (NMFS) on the MA Restricted 
Area (MRA) proposed wedge closure.  The outcome is 
yet to be determined and if  the past is anything to gauge 
this it will surely be more smoke and mirrors.  Massa-
chusetts commercial lobstermen have been carrying 
the conservation load for the right whales for decades 
now and this could be the final nail in the coffin.  

How can NMFS continue to dismiss the Omnibus Bill 
that was signed by President Biden in December of  2022?  
No one or agency is above the law! Enough is enough! 
Where can the lobstermen go from here as, Massachu-
setts will have only a sliver of  open water to the north 
of  the MRA that will be heavily strewn with gear.  Great 
thinking NMFS!  

As you recall, the MLA filed a lawsuit against NMFS 
earlier this year for their actions that closed the wedge 
as this action would set the stage for NMFS to act on 
other closure expansions.  The MLA does not want to 
see NMFS close the MRA in January or December.  Re-
member, January was part of  the original closure in 
2014 and the MLA advocated hard to keep this open so 
the fleet could still fish in December and was successful.  
Every month matters as does every square mile.  

Once we know more on the outcome of  the Public Hear-
ings and the direction NFMS is going, we will keep you 
posted.  If  you do not receive the MLA Members email, 
please send an email to beth.casoni@lobstermen.com
and ask to be added to the MLA Members email list.  
This is a separate email that the MLAs weekly email 
that comes through Constant Contact.  Stay tuned!

Changing gears, the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s As-
sociation (MLA) is working in conjunction with the En-

ergy Efficient Fishermen 
to help reduce the carbon 
footprint of  the commercial 
fleet and will be looking for 
individual fishermen who 
would like to participate in 
the project please call the 
office and leave a message 
with either Tracey or me, 
781-545-6984.  More infor-
mation will be forth com-
ing in the next few newspa-
pers.  

As 2023 is winding down 
please note that the MLA 
and the Lobster Foundation 
of  Massachusetts (LFoM) 
are working hard to find the funding sources that will 
help you, upgrade engines, swap out old endlines/rope 
for new weak red or candy cane rope, upgrade radar, 
life rafts and, much more.  If  there is anything that you 
would like us to work on or find the funding for, please 
reach out to Tracey at 781-545-6984 xt.2.  

So, when you are steaming out or steaming in, think 
about how the MLA and LFoM can help you and your 
business as we are here for you. We can’t help you if  we 
don’t hear from you! We will keep turning every stone 
over and shaking every bush to help you.  

Safe on the water, 

Beth Casoni
Executive Director

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
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2024 U.S. – Canada Lobster Town Meeting
January 18-19, Moncton, N.B.

Save the Date for the 2024 U.S. - Canada Lobster Town Meeting! 

January 18-19
Crowne Plaza Hotel

Moncton NB

Registration will be open exclusively to commercial fishermen/fishers/harvesters between 
October 15- November 15, after which registration will open to the public. Reserve early to 

guarantee your spot as tickets are expected to sell out. Panels will include discussion of  NARW, 
climate change, market impacts, marine and spatial planning, and more.

Your $75 registration fee includes conference materials, meals, and the popular seafood 
reception. Hotel rooms available at $115/night ($155 CAD), including parking.

FMI, to register and make hotel reservations, go to: umaine/lobsterinstitute/events
Contact Chris Cash at christina.cash@maine.edu or 207-975-0003 with questions.
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Rose Marine
877-283-3334 Gloucester, Mass

www.rosesmarine.com

Call Peter Tetrault for a shafting quote

• Best Pricing 
• Largest Inventory
• Fastest Turnaround

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts
& Accessories

Hydraulic Hoisting Winches

2850 lb & 10,000 lb
Hoisting Capacity

IN STOCK  

Engine Cooling Pumps

Quality Oil Coolers

Made in the U.S.A

Gresen25P W4
35 GPM – SS Spool

Commercial
DVA20 – 40 GPM
DVA35 – 60 GPM

Hydraulic Valves in Stock

Cross SBA2
30 GPM - Replaces SPW4

Bilge Pumps Clutch driven wash-down.

70 PSI washdown pumps!

Trap Repair Wire
In Stock    6”- $99

13”- $159
16”- $235

Prices based on current stock.

“Steel Haul” 3/8” Sink Rope in Stock 

$155 per 

1200’ Coil
Prices based on current stock. 

“TYTAN” 7/16” Sink Rope in Stock 

$169 per 

1200’ Coil
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SAVE 
THESE
DATES 2024

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association  

Annual Weekend
& Industry
Trade Show
March 21-24, 2022 
( Vendor setup is on the 21st ) 

Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis 
More information and reservation forms will be posted on the 
MLA’s website www.lobstermen.com 

FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~ DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON
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RESEARCHER HIGHLIGHT

R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E

SUPPLY OF BAIT
Ensuring a Reliable 
SUPPLY OF BAIT
Simonne Dodge, Jennie Rheuban, & Stephanie Murphy  |  WHOI Sea Grant

A research team works with food science 
students and the lobster industry to develop 
an alternative to Atlantic herring.

Adrian Jordaan, PhD
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Associate professor of fish 
population ecology and 

conservation in the Department 
of Environmental Conservation 

at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.

We welcome your feedback. 
Email us at lobster@whoi.edu

READ 
the RESULTS
Preliminary field testing showed 
the Atlantic herring bait outfished 
the alternative bait by about three 
to one. The alternative only fished 
effectively for about one night, 
while herring bait lasted for several 
days.
The research team is analyzing 
gelling agents, such as gluten and 
carrageenan, in the potential baits 
and plans to further refine their bait 
to last for at least three days. 
NOTE: These results are preliminary and 
subject to change with peer review.

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
The research team aims to create 
an alternative bait that: conforms 
to state guidelines, limits negative 
impacts of the lobster industry on 
the Atlantic herring population, 
stabilizes the cost of bait, and 
repurposes seafood waste.

To begin, the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst offered 
an undergraduate course in 
which food-science students used 
Neptune’s Harvest, a popular fish-
based plant fertilizer, to produce 
potential alternatives. The research 
team is comparing the best 
prototypes to herring bait through 
both tank and field experiments and 
soliciting input from lobstermen, 
bait dealers, and other stakeholders.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
With the rapid decrease in the 
reliability of Atlantic herring as 
a bait source, a new alternative 
is crucial for the stability of the 
lobster industry. By using locally 
sourced fish waste from Neptune’s 
Harvest, this alternative can be 
both sustainable and economically 
beneficial. A successful alternative 
bait for lobster could be used by 
other fishing industries, leading 
to greater sustainability of the 
seafood industry as a whole.

Atlantic herring are the main source of bait for 
American lobster traps, but their population is 
decreasing. With fewer herring available as bait, a 
research team is developing reliable alternatives to 
meet the demand of the lobster industry.

Pigeon Cove bait freezer holding Atlantic menhaden.  

Pigeon Cove in Rockport, MA, where interviews with the Fishermen’s Co-Op are occurring. Photo: Simonne Dodge, WHOI Sea Grant

Alternative bait prototypes in their preliminary stages at UMA. Captain Bob standing in his son’s workshop at Pigeon Cove.

Jynessa grew up in Brazil, studying biological 
science as an undergraduate at Pontificia 
Universidade Catolica do Parana and afterwards 
worked in the coastal fisheries industry. She 
earned a master’s degree at the University of 
Florida (UF) and then a PhD at the Florida Institute 

of Technology. She maintained ties to Brazil 
through her post-doc work at UF and Michigan 
State University, and today, based at UMass 
Amherst Gloucester Marine Station, she focuses 
on engaging local communities in fisheries science 
both in Brazil and the U.S.

Jynessa Dutka-Gianelli, PhD – University of Massachusetts Amherst
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To explore more research stories 
from American Lobster Initiative, 

visit our StoryMap collection:

https://arcg.is/1CHT1j
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RESEARCHER HIGHLIGHT

R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E R E S E A R C H  F R O M  A M E R I C A N  L O B S T E R  I N I T I A T I V E

SUPPLY OF BAIT
Ensuring a Reliable 
SUPPLY OF BAIT
Simonne Dodge, Jennie Rheuban, & Stephanie Murphy  |  WHOI Sea Grant

A research team works with food science 
students and the lobster industry to develop 
an alternative to Atlantic herring.

Adrian Jordaan, PhD
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Associate professor of fish 
population ecology and 

conservation in the Department 
of Environmental Conservation 

at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.

We welcome your feedback. 
Email us at lobster@whoi.edu

READ 
the RESULTS
Preliminary field testing showed 
the Atlantic herring bait outfished 
the alternative bait by about three 
to one. The alternative only fished 
effectively for about one night, 
while herring bait lasted for several 
days.
The research team is analyzing 
gelling agents, such as gluten and 
carrageenan, in the potential baits 
and plans to further refine their bait 
to last for at least three days. 
NOTE: These results are preliminary and 
subject to change with peer review.

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
The research team aims to create 
an alternative bait that: conforms 
to state guidelines, limits negative 
impacts of the lobster industry on 
the Atlantic herring population, 
stabilizes the cost of bait, and 
repurposes seafood waste.

To begin, the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst offered 
an undergraduate course in 
which food-science students used 
Neptune’s Harvest, a popular fish-
based plant fertilizer, to produce 
potential alternatives. The research 
team is comparing the best 
prototypes to herring bait through 
both tank and field experiments and 
soliciting input from lobstermen, 
bait dealers, and other stakeholders.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
With the rapid decrease in the 
reliability of Atlantic herring as 
a bait source, a new alternative 
is crucial for the stability of the 
lobster industry. By using locally 
sourced fish waste from Neptune’s 
Harvest, this alternative can be 
both sustainable and economically 
beneficial. A successful alternative 
bait for lobster could be used by 
other fishing industries, leading 
to greater sustainability of the 
seafood industry as a whole.

Atlantic herring are the main source of bait for 
American lobster traps, but their population is 
decreasing. With fewer herring available as bait, a 
research team is developing reliable alternatives to 
meet the demand of the lobster industry.

Pigeon Cove bait freezer holding Atlantic menhaden.  

Pigeon Cove in Rockport, MA, where interviews with the Fishermen’s Co-Op are occurring. Photo: Simonne Dodge, WHOI Sea Grant

Alternative bait prototypes in their preliminary stages at UMA. Captain Bob standing in his son’s workshop at Pigeon Cove.

Jynessa grew up in Brazil, studying biological 
science as an undergraduate at Pontificia 
Universidade Catolica do Parana and afterwards 
worked in the coastal fisheries industry. She 
earned a master’s degree at the University of 
Florida (UF) and then a PhD at the Florida Institute 

of Technology. She maintained ties to Brazil 
through her post-doc work at UF and Michigan 
State University, and today, based at UMass 
Amherst Gloucester Marine Station, she focuses 
on engaging local communities in fisheries science 
both in Brazil and the U.S.

Jynessa Dutka-Gianelli, PhD – University of Massachusetts Amherst
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To explore more research stories 
from American Lobster Initiative, 

visit our StoryMap collection:

https://arcg.is/1CHT1j
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Before we press the final
“delete, erase, cancel” “obliter-
ate” button on our Pac-man de-
luxe computer machine, here’s 
one last chance to renew your 
membership with the MLA, 
this State’s major voice for the 
commercial lobster industry in 
Massachusetts. 

MLA news, member dis-
counts, the boat insurance pro-
gram etc. and most importantly 
representation for you on all 
lobster industry issues are at 
stake here.  Why would you not 
want to have the Association 
working for you while you go 
out to fish everyday? 

The MLA’s 
Procrastinators
Club Notice

Please remember that if  you 
are a Delegate or your boat is 
insured with the MLANPBPC, 
you must remain a member in 
good standing with the MLA. 

There are multiple ways you 
can now pay your dues; over 
the phone at 781-545-6984 ext. 2,
online at www.lobstermen.com
or mail a check to MLA, 8 Otis 
Place, Scituate, MA 02066 or 
better yet stop by the MLA of-
fice.

PLEASE NOTE NOVEMBER WILL
BE YOUR LAST NEWSPAPER UNTIL 
YOUR DUES ARE PAID IN FULL.
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WATER CHEMISTRY
Experiments with 
WATER CHEMISTRY
Simonne Dodge, Jennie Rheuban, & Stephanie Murphy  |  WHOI Sea Grant

A research team investigates how the Gulf 
of Maine’s changing ocean temperature and 
chemistry will impact the American Lobster.

Emily Rivest, PhD
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Assistant professor in the 
Biological Sciences Department 
at the Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science (VIMS). 

To explore more research stories 
from American Lobster Initiative, 

visit our StoryMap collection:

https://arcg.is/1CHT1j

READ 
the RESULTS
Early results suggest…
• Temperature has a larger 

influence than changes in pH 
on lobster physiology, including 
oxygen consumption and 
developmental time. 

• Ovigerous lobsters may 
require more energy to survive 
and function under stressful 
conditions (high temperature 
and/or low pH) than in normal 
ones.

This project ran through summer 
2023, and more results will be 
available in the future as analysis is 
completed.

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
Beginning in fall 2019 through 
summer 2021, live lobsters were 
shipped overnight from the Maine 
Department of Marine Resources 
to the researchers at VIMS.

Lobsters were kept in tanks of 
water that mimicked the current 
Gulf of Maine conditions, while 
others were kept in tanks that 
simulated anticipated future 
conditions — warmer temperatures 
and higher acidity (lower pH). 

The research team assessed 
the health of these lobsters and 
measured their growth. They also 
analyzed their embryos through 
determining their energy and 
oxygen consumption, heart rate, 
and stage of development.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
As the climate rapidly changes in the Gulf 
of Maine, it is crucial that we understand 
the impacts ocean acidification and 
warming water will have on the American 
lobster. Ovigerous lobsters carry the 
future of the lobster population, so 
studying the effects of climate change 
on these particular individuals and their 
offspring is critical for predicting how the 
population will change.

EDUCATING 
OTHERS 
To share their work more broadly, the 
research team created an exciting 
educational program to involve teachers 
and students in this research as well. 

To better understand the effect of 
climate change on the health of 
the American lobster, researchers 
conducted experiments 
with egg-bearing lobsters 
and their early-stage 
offspring to examine their 
health and behavior under 
varying environmental 
conditions.

Brittany Jellison counting lobster larvae. 

Jeff Shields handling an ovigerous lobster. Aileen Devlin ©VA Sea Grant

Vial of 1-day old lobsters. 1-day old lobster larvae under microscope.

Growing up in Virginia near the Chesapeake Bay, 
Abbey developed an early love for animals and 
the environment. She worked in a research lab 
studying fish as an undergrad at the University of 
Alabama and participated in a study trip to Belize 
focused on coral reef restoration. Inspired by 

these two experiences, Abbey earned a master’s 
degree from the University of Alabama and is 
now a PhD student at VIMS, focusing on marine 
invertebrates, like lobsters and oysters.

Photo: B. Jelliso
n, U

NH

RESEARCHER HIGHLIGHT
We welcome your feedback. 

Email us at lobster@whoi.edu
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Abbey Sisti, MS, PhD – Student at VIMS
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of Maine’s changing ocean temperature and 
chemistry will impact the American Lobster.

Emily Rivest, PhD
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Assistant professor in the 
Biological Sciences Department 
at the Virginia Institute of Marine 
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from American Lobster Initiative, 
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oxygen consumption and 
developmental time. 

• Ovigerous lobsters may 
require more energy to survive 
and function under stressful 
conditions (high temperature 
and/or low pH) than in normal 
ones.

This project ran through summer 
2023, and more results will be 
available in the future as analysis is 
completed.

EXPLORE 
the PROJECT
Beginning in fall 2019 through 
summer 2021, live lobsters were 
shipped overnight from the Maine 
Department of Marine Resources 
to the researchers at VIMS.

Lobsters were kept in tanks of 
water that mimicked the current 
Gulf of Maine conditions, while 
others were kept in tanks that 
simulated anticipated future 
conditions — warmer temperatures 
and higher acidity (lower pH). 

The research team assessed 
the health of these lobsters and 
measured their growth. They also 
analyzed their embryos through 
determining their energy and 
oxygen consumption, heart rate, 
and stage of development.

UNDERSTAND 
the IMPORTANCE
As the climate rapidly changes in the Gulf 
of Maine, it is crucial that we understand 
the impacts ocean acidification and 
warming water will have on the American 
lobster. Ovigerous lobsters carry the 
future of the lobster population, so 
studying the effects of climate change 
on these particular individuals and their 
offspring is critical for predicting how the 
population will change.

EDUCATING 
OTHERS 
To share their work more broadly, the 
research team created an exciting 
educational program to involve teachers 
and students in this research as well. 

To better understand the effect of 
climate change on the health of 
the American lobster, researchers 
conducted experiments 
with egg-bearing lobsters 
and their early-stage 
offspring to examine their 
health and behavior under 
varying environmental 
conditions.

Brittany Jellison counting lobster larvae. 

Jeff Shields handling an ovigerous lobster. Aileen Devlin ©VA Sea Grant

Vial of 1-day old lobsters. 1-day old lobster larvae under microscope.

Growing up in Virginia near the Chesapeake Bay, 
Abbey developed an early love for animals and 
the environment. She worked in a research lab 
studying fish as an undergrad at the University of 
Alabama and participated in a study trip to Belize 
focused on coral reef restoration. Inspired by 

these two experiences, Abbey earned a master’s 
degree from the University of Alabama and is 
now a PhD student at VIMS, focusing on marine 
invertebrates, like lobsters and oysters.
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            “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 


                            


JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com                      USCG Safety Inspection Station #327


 Marine Hardware                                
 Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats                                                                          
 Fish Totes                                                        Inflatable PFD’s 
 Insulated Tubs                                                           
 Cordage & Twine                                                        
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.

               

Imperial 
Survival Suits 
Sales & Annual 

Inspections 
Done in house 


 
 
 
 




Fenders & Buoys-All Colors



Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors: 

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 

Ted Williams 508-264-5779 








Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 
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NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center and Community 
Offshore Wind—a joint venture 
between RWE and National Grid 
Ventures—have signed a 5-year 
cooperative research and develop-
ment agreement to exchange data 
and expertise. The agreement fo-
cuses on informing development 
of an environmental monitoring 
program for COSW’s project off 
New York and New Jersey.

The partnership will support 
NOAA’s ongoing environmental 
monitoring across the region with 
needed data while new offshore 
wind projects are constructed. It 
will also help to inform best prac-
tices for establishing environ-
mental observation systems on 
offshore wind infrastructure.

“With help from a number of 
collaborators and the fishing in-
dustry, our agency maintains 
some of the world’s most compre-
hensive data sets on large marine 
ecosystems,” said Jon Hare, di-
rector of the Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center. “Our goal is to 
bring offshore wind energy moni-
toring activities into this partner-
ship. This agreement is our first 
chance to make these partner-
ships a reality and show by exam-
ple that effective scientific moni-
toring benefits everyone.” 

“This partnership is a ground-
breaking opportunity for both the 
offshore wind industry and the 
scientific community alike. The 
scientific data collected through 
our environmental monitoring 
program will be invaluable as 
we continue to study, and seek to 
mitigate, the impacts of offshore 
wind development on marine 
ecosystems,” said Doug Perkins, 
President and Project Director 
of Community Offshore Wind. 
“Community Offshore Wind 
looks forward to collaborating 
with NOAA to design marine 
wildlife monitoring programs 
that are thoughtfully informed 
and scientifically sound, and also 
support existing regional scien-
tific assessments.”

Under the cooperative research 
and development agreement 
framework federal and non-feder-

al partners can come together for 
collaborative research to share 
ideas, technical expertise, facili-
ties, and other research materi-
als.

The Northeast Fisheries Sci-
ence Center works to promote 
sustainability of marine life in the 
region, support seafood harvests, 
sustain coastal communities, and 
generate economic opportunities 
and benefits from the use of these 
resources.

Since acquiring its lease area, 
Community Offshore Wind has 
engaged with fisheries stakehold-

ers throughout the Northeast 
region to better understand con-
cerns and identify opportunities 
to achieve successful outcomes. 
This agreement reflects the joint 
venture’s commitment to con-
tinuing this engagement as proj-
ect development continues.

For more information on co-
operative research and develop-
ment agreements and other ways 
to partner with NOAA, visit the 
NOAA Technology Partnerships 
Office. Offshore Wind Energy Sci-
ence and Surveys | NOAA Fish-
eries

NOAA and Community O shore 
Wind to Partner on Environmental 
Monitoring Program
New agreement to focus on e�ective 
environmental monitoring and data sharing

Plankton sampling using fine-mesh nets is a kind of environmental monitoring 
that could be used in o shore wind energy areas. This image was taken on a 2015 
federal ecosystem monitoring survey in the Northeast. Credit: NOAA Fisheries

Building Sound 
Monitoring Programs
Under the agreement, NOAA 
and COSW will: 

• Establish a feasible and sci-
entifically sound monitoring 
program for COSW’s project 
that can support effective 
and ecologically meaning-
ful regional monitoring pro-
grams

• Ensure collected monitoring 
data are shared and integrat-
ed into fishery, habitat, and 
protected resources assess-
ments in the region
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KITTERY

PORTLAND

ROCKLAND

SEARSPORT

SW HARBOR

JONESPORT

hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

B O A T E R S T O R E

THE COMPLETE
           SOLUTION

for all things
   COMMERCIAL 
   FISHING and BEYOND!
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weak rope could be improperly 
traced back to Massachusetts 
should an entanglement in such 
gear occur.

With this in mind, the Mas-
sachusetts Lobstermen’s Asso-
ciation has worked to develop a 
fully-formed red and candy cane 
colored weak rope that has a 
“MASS LOBSTER” tracer rib-
bon throughout the line and 
readily visible to the naked eye. 
The rope has been tested by 
NOAA Fisheries and conforms 
to the 1,700 pound breaking 
strength limit. Given the “MASS 
LOBSTER” tracer is visible 
throughout the line, it would also 
make the gear uniquely identifi-
able to the Massachusetts Mixed 
Species Pot/Trap Fishery.

While this rope could be sold to 
a fisher in another jurisdiction, 
it is expensive and DMF will 

work with neighboring jurisdic-
tions to adopt similar rules to 
Massachusetts that would pro-
hibit a fisher from fishing gear 
with markings from a jurisdic-
tion other than their own.

Amending our existing rules 
to create an exemption to the 
buoy line marking require-
ments when fishing full buoy 
lines comprised of this full fully 
formed weak rope would reduce 
the regulatory burden on com-
mercial fishers by limiting their 
need to implement and maintain 
an extensive marking scheme in 
the buoy line. Accordingly, I’d 
like to go out to public hearing 
with this action later this fall or 
early winter and finalize rules 
prior to the start of the 2024 fish-
ing season to provide fishers the 
opportunity to install this buoy 
line when their gear is hauled 
out this winter.

Daniel J. McKiernan, Director
Division of Marine Fisheries

Hearing
FROM PAGE 1

SHOP ONLINE
MLA GEAR

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO START SHOPPING!

WWW.LOBSTERMEN.COM/SHOP

SCAN THE QR CODE
 Our pressure washers 

come with everything you 
need, including 50’ hose and 

wand with turbo nozzle.

Blast Away!

Onboard Pressure Washers

5.6 GPM @ 3,500 PSI

Make cleanup 
easy and fast. 

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH
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On August 22nd, The Massa-
chusetts Sustainable Business 
Network hosted an event at the 
Capitol Theatre in Arlington, 
MA for NEYFA and the Mas-
sachusetts Lobstermen Asso-
ciation (MLA). They presented 
on the state of  our Seacoast’s 
small-boat commercial fisher-
ies and offered ways to support 
our working waterfront. NEY-
FA’s Executive Director, Andrea 
Tomlinson, explained the issue 
of  “The Graying of  the Fleet” 
and how NEYFA is a resource 
to support young fishermen in 

New England. Andrea involved 
the crowd in a series of  ques-
tions pertaining to their seafood 
consumption and how beneficial 
eating local seafood is for one’s 
health, spirit, and community. 

Beth Casoni from MLA talked 
about the importance of  Lobster-
ing in Massachusetts and how to 
get involved with their group. 
Our intern, Bella Dziak, shared 
her “Dock Talks: Next Gen” vid-
eos and explained how changing 
the stigma around fishermen 
and women is vital for the sus-
tainability of  the industry. 

Lastly, we were joined by 
Curtis Peterson (DTC Trainee), 
Jeff  Riccio (Board member at 
NEYFA, Lobsterman), and Dave 
Casoni (MLA and Lobsterman) 
on a Q/A panel. The crowd was 
able to ask questions and hear 
perspectives from three genera-
tions of  Lobstermen on several 
topics. This was such a rare and 
exciting opportunity to educate 
the public on the importance of  
preserving our working water-
fronts. Thanks to everyone who 
came! 

Some questions asked were... 

“How did you get involved
in the industry?”

“Where would someone
unfamiliar with the fishing 

industry begin work?”

“What are the best ways to
support NE fisheries and where 

can we buy local seafood?”

-- From the New England
Young Fishermen’s Alliance
Newsletter - September, 2023

Three generations
of lobstermen walk
into a theatre...
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Do you study American lobster using molecular tools?
Join us for a Special Session at the 116th Meeting of the 

National Shellfi sheries Association!!

 Session Title: American lobster (Homarus americanus) genetics: Using molecular tools to 
advance fi sheries science

Session Description: The American lobster is both economically and culturally important. 
Using molecular tools to better understand its biology and fi ll critical data gaps has become 
popular. The assembly of its reference genome represents an additional genomic resource 
with the potential to advance molecular research applications in fi sheries, ecology, and 
biomedicine. We will explore the existing body of work using molecular tools to study this 
species and discuss how to better integrate these methods into existing research, con-
servation, and management e� orts.

Session Chairs: Dr. Amalia Harrington (Maine Sea Grant) & Antoinette Clemetson (New 
York Sea Grant)

Keynote: Tim O’Donnell & Jennifer Polinski (Gloucester Marine Genomics Institute)

 Logistics: Abstracts due December 15, 2023, event March 17-21, 2024, in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, USA

To submit abstracts for this session and for more information on 
the conference, please visit the event website using the QR code or 

contact Amalia Harrington (amalia.harrington@maine.edu).
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Is a mother’s concern about climate change and warming 
oceans enough of  a reason to rush forward with offshore wind en-
ergy development?  And at a proposed scale of  development that 
does not currently exist anywhere on the planet? To be fair the 
oceans are changing, and as fishermen, we are seeing the impacts 
of  a warming planet.  Some good, some bad, and some awful.  But 
do those changes necessitate rushing to privatize and industri-
alize our oceans without fully understanding what the impacts 
could be to marine life, the ecosystem, or to those food providers 
who rely on our oceans to provide a low-carbon, healthy protein 
to Americans?   

Is spreading partial information or fear-mongering okay if  it is 
ultimately for what someone believes is a good cause?  Are jobs 
for a depressed area a reason to throw caution to the wind and 
construct hundreds of  1,000-foot-tall floating turbines and place 
them off  Oregon’s coast?  Each platform having tethers made of  
steel chain that need to be pile-driven into the seabed?  Is it a good 
idea at all to place complex machines 30 miles out in the harsh 
Pacific Ocean saltwater environment where weather buoys rou-
tinely break free from their moorings because of  the elements?  
Is a turbine farm going to withstand a 9+ earthquake along the 
Cascadia subduction zone?   

Is the climate crisis so bad that collateral damage is part of  the 
transition to using fewer fossil fuels?  Collateral damage to whales, 
endangered seabirds, multigenerational commercial fishing busi-
nesses, to unique coastal communities?  Should a fisherman be 

forced to transition from the life he knows as a food provider to be 
trained as an offshore wind technician? Does this mean process-
ing plants also shutter and Americans lose access to sustainable, 
domestic seafood?  All in the name of  solving the climate crisis?   

Is asking questions and wanting science and research to under-
stand impacts to make informed decisions just stalling the pro-
cess?  Does Oregon really need offshore wind energy to meet our 
climate goals, or can we fulfill those goals by expanding the exist-
ing renewables we already have?  Wouldn’t expanding the exist-
ing land-based renewables be faster and less expensive?  And we 
already know the impacts from those renewable energy sources.   

What if  we take federal money, tax-breaks, and subsidies out of  
the equation.  Or better yet, what if  that federal money was avail-
able for any renewable energy type– onshore wind, hydro, solar, 
and small scale nuclear.  Do people still really believe that off-
shore floating wind energy is the answer?  At the very least, why 
aren’t there solar panels on every federal building in our state?  
And on every school, home, and county building?   

Does someone’s personal belief  about the need to mitigate a 
warming ocean somehow elevate them as superior to the average 
working man?  The question is really this – if  commercial fisher-
ies, the ecosystem, and the marine habitat are going to be impact-
ed, is offshore wind energy really the right choice for Oregon? 

Heather Mann
Midwater Trawlers Cooperative

OPINION
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Attention:
I am writing this letter to inform 

you of a breach of trust regarding 
the promise made by Pilgrim Station 
Management to not discharge 1 mil-
lion gallons of  contaminated water 
to the local environment. As you will 
recall, this promise was made fol-
lowing a previous 2022 public, ‘open-
house’ meeting, at which Pilgrim’s 
intent to discharge the contaminated 
water to Cape Cod Bay was proposed 
by Pilgrim Station Management, 
and challenged by Local and State 
offi cials.

Despite the ‘promise’ to the pub-
lic, Pilgrim Station Management 
again petitioned for permission to 
discharge contaminated water to 
the Cape Cod Bay in 2023. This lat-
est petition was also challenged and 
rejected a month ago by Local and 
State environmental offi cials.

Since the time of their 2022 ‘prom-
ise’ to Local and State offi cials, and 
the Public at-large, Pilgrim Sta-
tion Management had received and 
evaluated a number of  proposals 
for disposal of  the contaminated wa-
ter. The most practical and effective 
disposal pathway considered was to 
ship the contaminated water to an 
off-site waste processing facility that 
possesses the necessary systems and 
expertise to safely process Pilgrim’s 
contaminated water volume. Note 

that this was the disposal pathway 
for contaminated water that was 
selected and utilized by Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Power Station’s 
Management during their decom-
missioning process. However, Pil-
grim Station’s Management balked 
at the costs associated with this par-
ticular disposal pathway.

As a result, Pilgrim Station’s Site 
Vice President directed Plant En-
gineering staff  to devise a plan to 
install ‘evaporators’ in the Dryer-
Separator Pit (DSP) on the Refuel 
Floor (RFF), and boil-away the water 
volume. The heating elements raise 
the temperature of  the contaminat-
ed water in the DSP to a temperature 
of  approximately 117F. The evapora-
tive water vapor is drawn up into the 
Reactor Building Ventilation (RBV) 
System, and discharged through the 
RBV Stack as an airborne release to 
the environment.

I believe this ‘sleigh-of-hand’ in 
directing contaminated water dis-
charge towards the airborne path-
way versus the liquid discharge 
pathway to the environment, repre-
sents a gross breach of trust in the 
intent of  Pilgrim Station’s Manage-
ment to assure the Public, and the 
State and NRC Regulators, that they 
are decommissioning the facility in 
a manner which assures public and 

environmental safety, is consistent 
with State and NRC regulations, and 
Pilgrims own Facility license Bases 
documentation.

In order to process the contami-
nated water by evaporation, an Engi-
neering Change (EC) had to be gen-
erated to permit (as per the Plant’s 
License Basis documents) such a 
system to be designed and installed. 
At present, forced evaporation is not 
a ‘designed’ liquid radwaste process-
ing method, and so, is not an ap-
proved method of  processing liquid 
radioactive waste. Furthermore, the 
EC Design Review feedback docu-
ment submitted by Plant Radiation 
Protection personnel to Plant En-
gineering, was very critical of  the 
proposed design and its implemen-
tation, and included comments such 
as:

1) Radiation Monitors inside the 
RBV System are not capable of  de-
tecting and measuring radioactive 
Tritium in the discharge fl ow up the 
RBV Stack. The amount of  Tritium 
radioactivity discharged up the RBV 
Stack must be determined by a man-
ual calculation performed by Pil-
grim Station Chemistry personnel.

2) Plant personnel working on the 
Refuel Floor during the evaporation 
process would be exposed to high 
ambient temperatures approach-

ing 100F, as well as the radioactively 
contaminated airborne water vapor. 
This process presents a radiological 
and industrial safety concern to the 
Refuel Floor workforce.

3) The radiation exposure to the 
General Public from releasing Tri-
tium in the form of water vapor dis-
charged up the RBV Stack, would be 
many times greater than the radia-
tion exposure that would be received 
by the General Public, had the Tri-
tium-contaminated water been dis-
charged to Cape Cod Bay

Finally, although Pilgrim Sta-
tion Management is not required to 
provide prior notifi cation to the US-
NRC of their intent to process and 
discharge Tritium-contaminated 
water in this manner, the USNRC 
is expected to review the EC and 
the comments from impacted work 
groups upon their next scheduled 
on-site inspection. Given the USN-
RC’s comments and critique of  Pil-
grim managements original intent 
to discharge contaminated water to 
Cape Cod Bay, they can be expected 
to be particularly critical of  Pilgrim 
Station Management’s latest plan to 
process and discharge the contami-
nated water up the RBV Stack in the 
form of water vapor.

Your attention to this matter is ap-
preciated.

To Whom it may Concern :
The following memorandum of complaint has been sent to the following concerned parties:
1. The Massachusetts Department of Health, Radiation Control Program: 

Mr. John Priest, Director
Radiation Control Program 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Public Health Schra¦ t 
Center Suite 1M2A, 529 Main Street
Charlestown, MA 02129

2. The Massachusetts Cape Downwinders organization: 
Cape Downwinders
PO Box 303
South Harwich, MA 02661
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Division of Marine Fisheries 
(617) 626-1520 | www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

MAURA T. HEALEY
Governor

KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL
Lt. Governor

REBECCA L. TEPPER
Secretary

THOMAS K. O’SHEA
Commissioner

DANIEL J. MCKIERNAN
Director

NOAA Fisheries has announced a 13,500-pound federal possession limit for scup during the 2023 Winter II Period of  October 
1–December 31 (Bulletin). Commercial fishers targeting scup in state waters are reminded that the state waters limit during 
the Winter II and Winter I periods (October 1–April 30) is 2,000 pounds. However, vessels with federal scup permits may 
exceed the state limit provided the non-conforming fish were lawfully taken from federal waters; the vessel is transiting 
through state waters and makes no stops except to land fish in a Massachusetts port (unless so directed by law enforcement 
personnel); all fishing gear is out of  the water and properly stowed onboard the vessel; and all other applicable federal 
regulations are followed.

For more information regarding the management of  scup in Massachusetts,
please visit our website (www.mass.gov/marinefisheries).

September 11, 2023
MarineFisheries Advisory

Commercial Scup Possession
Limit For Winter Periods
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Donate to the MLA Legal Defense Fund to 

“Band the Bite” TODAY!
Help us fill the lobster crate and help relieve 

the “PINCH” of defending commercial lobstermen!

Let’s fill the lobster crate TODAY!
Every $25 dollars donated puts another lobster in the lobster crate!!

There are several ways to make a donation
MLA website: www.lobstermen.com Legal Defense Fund Donation

Paypal: Legal Defense Fund Donation
Mail or drop off a check:

MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066 
Call the MLA : 781-545-6984 xt2

Use your camera on your phone to Scan the QR Code

THANK YOU for YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT!
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Legal Defense 
Fund Updates

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 
(MLA) Legal Defense Fund (LDF) needs your 
support now more than ever.  This dedicated 
fund is for the purpose of  defending the Mas-
sachusetts commercial lobster fi shermen from 
legal and fi sheries management actions that 
could seriously impact our commercial lobster-
men’s ability to conduct their businesses and 
earn a living.

Currently, the MLA is actively engaged in 
three separate lawsuits that could have negative 
impacts on the commercial lobster industry and 
is working with multiple lawyers in Washington 
D.C. and here in the Commonwealth to fi ght for 
you and your industry.

UPDATE 9/19/2023  — (Washington D.C.) Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association, et al. v. NFMS  

Our long saga fi ghting against NMFS’ 2021 Bio-
logical Opinion has fi nally resulted in a win, and 
what a win it was! On June 16, 2023, the D.C. Cir-
cuit Court issued its ruling, unanimously fi nding 
that Judge Boasberg was wrong to uphold the 
Biological Opinion and ruling against NMFS on 
every ground raised by us. This is an excellently 
written opinion that not only fi nally understands 
the stakes faced by our members, but fully holds 
NFMS to account for its illegal attempts to de-
stroy our industry.

As a reminder, NMFS argued against us on 
several grounds: (1) we lacked standing to bring 
the appeal; (2) we did not preserve the appeal; (3) 
the appeal was moot because of  the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act (“CAA”); (4) it was allowed to 
use worst case scenarios; (5) it did not use worse 
case scenarios in actuality; (6) even if  it used 
worst case scenarios, the outcome would have 
been the same if  it was not;  (7) courts have to 
defer to agencies; and (8) the error was harmless. 
The D.C. Circuit ruled against them on every 
ground.

For standing, this is a legal concept that we 
cannot go to court unless we have suffered harm. 
NMFS tried to argue that the Biological Opinion 
itself  did not harm the lobster industry, rather 
the Phase 1 plan harmed us. The D.C. Circuit 
disagreed, opining that the Biological Opinion 
hurt us by infl uencing agency action and because 
there are civil and criminal penalties for an il-
legal take in violation of  the Biological Opinion. 
Thus, we had standing, and the Court could ad-
dress our actual arguments.

The Court was very blunt in brushing off  
NMFS “failure to preserve” argument, noting 
NFMS did not raise that it its initial appeal, that 

we did in fact preserve our argument against 
the BiOp, and that the argument was irrelevant 
anyways.

For mootness, this is an argument that the 
Court cannot grant relief  because the issue is no 
longer live. Effectively, NMFS argued that the 
CAA said the Phase 1 plan was suffi cient to bring 
the lobster industry into compliance, so there 
was no controversy. NMFS also argued that it 
wasn’t going to enforce the Framework timeline. 
Again, the Court disagreed. First, it correctly 
noted that promises of  future (non)action cannot 
serve as the basis for mootness. Second, it ruled 
that the CAA only said the Phase 1 rule was 
suffi cient, not that it was necessary. Because we 
argued it was overprotective, we could still bring 
the challenge. Thus, the mootness challenge 
failed. 

Turning to the merits, the Court determined 
that NMFS was not allowed to use worst case sce-
narios, that the ESA does not permit a presump-
tion in favor of  endangered species, but rather 
requires outcomes reasonably certain to occur. 
In other words, the Court completely adopted 
our argument against worst case scenarios. The 
Court was especially harsh against NMFS argu-
ments that because the ESA does not say how to 
handles uncertain data, it could use worst case 
scenarios. It said NMFS “legal reasoning was 
not just wrong; it was egregiously wrong”. The 
Court also took the rare step of  critiquing Judge 
Boasberg, noting, as we have argued all along, 
that “The district court bought the gambit, even 
as it purported to avoid a “deference debate.” 

In breaking down this argument, the Court 
noted that NFMS was “inconsistent” (a legally 
nice word for lying) about the facts. First, it noted 
that NMFS had said repeatedly that nothing 
required it to use worst case scenarios, and then 
it suddenly decided that it had to use worst case 
scenarios. Second, it noted NMFS relied on one 
line of  legislative history (an issue we fl agged) 
not the actual text of  the statute, and that was en-
tirely unacceptable. Third, it noted that the cases 
cited by NMFS do not actually support what 
NMFS claimed it did. For these reasons, it found 
that NMFS acted arbitrary and capriciously such 
as to make the Biological Opinion illegal.

The Court, attacking the idea it had to defer to 
agencies, noted that its fi rst duty is to interpret 
the law, and it cannot uphold an agency action 
contrary to law. Nothing in the ESA requires 
worst case scenarios, the Court determined, and 
thus, even though NMFS tried to claim that the 
Court had to defer on scientifi c questions (and 

that, it didn’t really use worst case scenarios be-
cause the result would be the same), NMFS was 
wrong. The Court also noted that NMFS com-
pletely failed to consider the severe economic 
damage that could befall the lobster industry, not 
consider the other worst-case scenario that none 
of  the new technology it wants to mandate would 
actually help. 

Finally, the Court determined that the error 
was not harmless because the use of  worst-case 
scenarios tainted the entire Biological Opinion. It 
especially noted how absurd it was for NMFS to 
allocate entanglements 50/50, when substantially 
more entanglements occurred in Canada and the 
Canadian data was outdated. 

Having ruled against NMFS, the Court next 
had to decide the remedy. It decided to vacate the 
Biological Opinion (requiring NMFS to develop 
a new one) while remanding without vacatur the 
Phase 1 Rule, which is what we argued for in our 
briefs. This allows the lobster industry to contin-
ue operating until a new Framework is developed 
in 2028. And the new Framework will necessarily 
have to follow the instructions contained in this 
opinion.

Ultimately, this is a huge win for the Lobster 
industry founded on the arguments advanced 
were the ones our lawyers, Sam Blatchley, Dan 
Cragg, and Robby Dube of  Eckland & Blando 
LLP pushed for ever since we brought them onto 
the case. 

Some highlights from the Court’s opinion 
include:

“The service’s legal reasoning was not just 
wrong; it was egregiously wrong.”

“As any high school civics student should 
know, legislators vote on and the president signs 
bills, not their legislative history. Statutory text 
and structure do not authorize [NMFS] to ‘gener-
ally select the value that would lead to conclu-
sions of  higher, rather than lower, risk to endan-
gered or threatened species whenever it faces a 
plausible range of  values or competing analytical 
approaches. The statute is focused upon ‘likely’ 
outcomes, not worst-case scenarios. It requires 
[NMFS] to use the best available scientifi c data, 
not the most pessimistic.”

With a nod to lobstermen, the Court wrote 
-–“worst-case scenarios lie on all sides. It is not 
hard to indulge in one here: ropeless fi shing 
technologies, weak links, inserts, and trawls may 
not work; permanent fi shery closures may be the 
only solution. The result may be great physical 
and human capital destroyed, and thousands of  
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jobs lost, with all the degradation that attends 
such dislocations.”

“Some of  the assumptions [NMFS] made 
along the way are quite important—as we have 
explained, [NMFS] ultimately concluded the 
lobster and Jonah crab federal fisheries kill 46 
whale deaths per decade, a staggering depar-
ture from the two documented deaths known 
to have originated in all U.S. fisheries over a 
period of  nine years.”

NMFS requested a standard extension of  time 
to determine whether to bring a motion for re-
hearing en banc before the entire D.C. Circuit. 
This extension was granted and NMFS now 
had until August 30, 2023, to file a motion for 
rehearing en banc. NMFS missed this deadline 
and thus their ability to seek en banc review 
has now expired. NMFS could still appeal this 
ruling to the Supreme Court but we believe this 
to be unlikely.

We continue to monitor the case as it devel-
ops. 

UPDATE 9/18/2023  — (Washington D.C.) Case 
1:18-cv-00112-JEB - CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY et al v. ROSS et al.

On May 16, 2023, NMFS moved to dismiss 
Judge Boasberg’s Order requiring it to create a 
new Biological Opinion by the end of  2024 and 
dismissing the remainder of  the NGOs claims. 
NMFS’s basis for doing this was claiming that 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act doesn’t 
require a new Biological Opinion until 2028, 
making the decision moot. This is an almost 
identical argument to the one NMFS raised to 
the D.C. Circuit, which has not yet ruled on the 
motion to dismiss. 

Given this, we asked the Court to stay brief-
ing on the motion to dismiss until the D. C. 
Circuit has ruled. 

The Court granted out motion to stay, delay-
ing briefing until after the D.C. Circuit ruled. 
However, in the ruling, the Court said its order 
requiring a new Biological Opinion by Decem-
ber 2024 was no longer operative, giving clear 
relief  to the lobstermen. 

Now that the D.C. Circuit has issued its 
mandate, briefing has resumed on the motion 
to dismiss. The NGOs have brought a motion 
asking the district court to delay enforcing. We 
view this as a Hail Mary motion that the Court 
is unlikely to grant. Currently, our response is 
due on September 21, 2023, but there is a status 
conference with the Court on September 20, 
2023 which may result in this deadline being 
moved. 

We believe that the NGO case should be 
removed by the Court but believe a different 
procedural mechanism is the proper avenue 
to do so. Regardless, we will be joining in the 
ultimate relief  sought by NMFS to put this er-
roneous decision to bed. 

UPDATE 9/19/2023  — (E.D. Louisiana.) Case No. 
2:23-cv-00796; Sawyer, et al.  v. Monterrey Bay 

Aquarium, et al. 

MLA members Sooky Sawyer, Jarrett Drake, 
Bill Souza, and Eric Meschino led the charge 
against the Monterrey Bay Aquarium’s false 
and defamatory statements about the lobster 
industry and our fishing practices. Through 
MLA counsel, Sawyer, Drake, Souza, and Me-
schino filed a class action lawsuit in Louisiana 
under Louisiana’s food libel laws, which forbid 
false statements about aquacultural products. 
The lawsuit alleges that Monterrey Bay, and the 
Marine Stewardship Council, falsely claimed 
that our lobster fisheries are killing the Right 
Whale, which we all know is untrue and reflects 
an arrogant ignorance about the numerous 
practices we have implemented to protect the 
Right Whale over the years. Let us be clear, we 
are just as committed to protecting the Right 
Whale as any NGO, which is why the false 
statements against us cannot be allowed to go 
unanswered. 

On April 21, 2023, Monterey Bay Aquarium 
filed a Motion to Transfer due to Improper Ven-
ue or Lack of  Personal Jurisdiction, claiming 
that the Aquarium has no contacts in Louisiana 
that make it subject to a lawsuit there. These 
arguments are based on the principle that, in 
order for a court in this country to exercise 
power over a party, there must be a sufficiently 
strong connection between either that party or 
the acts underlying the lawsuit and the particu-
lar state the court sits in. The Aquarium argues 
that because it is located in California, the 
harm occurred in Massachusetts, and it lacks 
business ties in Louisiana, that a Louisiana 
court cannot exercise authority over it.

We countered that the Aquarium does have 
business contacts—substantial business 
contacts—with the state of  Louisiana. The 
companies that have refused to continue to buy 
your lobster, like Whole Foods, HelloFresh, 
and Blue Apron, are all corporate “partners” 
of  Monterey Bay Aquarium. It is our position 
that, given the corporate relationship between 
the Aquarium and these huge companies doing 
business in Louisiana, the Aquarium could 
have reasonably foreseen being called into 
court in Louisiana, and therefore the court has 
the authority to exercise its power over the 
Aquarium. That is the position we took with 
our Response, which was filed on May 16, 2023.

After filing our Response on May 16, 2023, 
which asserted that Monterey Bay Aquarium’s 
corporate partner relationship with Louisiana 
businesses justified calling them into court in 
Louisiana, Monterey Bay Aquarium sought 
leave to file supplemental briefing, and attempt-
ed to argue that the Aquarium lacks the ability 
to enforce its purchasing decrees; therefore, 
because the Aquarium has no real control, they 
should not be dragged into court in a state that 
their partners operate in. That reply brief  was 
filed on May 23.

We too sought leave to file supplemental 
briefing, in which we argued that whether 

Rocco’s Barbershop 
Donates Gingerbread 
House Ra�e
Proceeds to MLA’s
Legal Defense Fund
The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) would like to 
extend its appreciation to Frank 
Qualtieri, owner of  Rocco’s 
Barbershop in Scituate for their 
donation of  $360.00 to the MLAs 
Legal Defense Fund.  These funds 
were raised by selling tickets for 
the gingerbread house.   

This effort has become an 
annual tradition where Rocco’s 
Barbershop chooses a local 
business to donate too and this 
year it was the MLA.  Frank 
and all his barbers sell as many 
tickets as possible to help the local 
businesses.   
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the Aquarium can truly enforce its purchasing 
decrees on Whole Foods and other partners is ir-
relevant. All that matters is that, per the corpo-
rate partnership arrangement, partners such as 
Whole Foods have agreed to follow the word of  
the Aquarium. Whether or not the Aquarium is 
able to hold the partners to that agreement does 
not matter; all that matters is that such an agree-
ment is in place to begin with. And to dispel any 
doubt about the control the Aquarium exercises 
over its partners, we submitted photographs 
taken in a Louisiana Whole Foods, in which the 
store proudly displays its connections to the 
Aquarium. These photographs are important 
because they not only demonstrate the control 
the Aquarium exhibits over its partners, but 
also that the aquarium specifi cally publishes its 
Seafood Watch materials in the jurisdiction. We 
fi led this sur-reply on June 9.

Unsurprisingly, the Aquarium fi led a sur-
reply of  their own on June 15 in which they once 
again attempted to downplay the connection 
between themselves and their partner compa-
nies. Although they objected to our use of  the 
photographs, they did not directly respond to 
the substance of  the photographs. They also 
continue to attempt to muddy the waters on 
what “control” over a partner company actually 
looks like, insisting that because the Aquarium 
has no recourse to punish a partner that does 
not follow its instructions (and by the way, we 
don’t actually know that that assertion is true), 
the Aquarium doesn’t really control its partners. 
Our position continues to be that the Aquarium 
confl ates “control” with the ability to punish, 
and that the Aquarium very obviously has the 
ability to control what seafood its partners re-
frain from purchasing.

We continue to await a ruling on the Motion to 
Transfer. 

UPDATE 9/19/2023  — NMFS’s Proposed Rule to 
Permanently Close the Wedge

Last year NMFS illegally extended the 2022 
Wedge Closure to close the Wedge from February 
through April 2023. We challenged this decision 
in Court and the Court agreed we were right 
on the law, but ultimately decided not to stop it 
because we could not show irreparable harm. 

NMFS is now at it again, attempting to convert 
its illegal 2023 Wedge Closure into a Permanent 
Final Rule. We are preparing a robust comment 
to the proposed fi nal regulation that will explain 
to NMFS why its proposed fi nal rule is illegal. 

If  NMFS intends to move forward with its 
illegal action, we will proceed with litigation 
against it.

If  you are a Massachusetts lobsterman inter-
ested in joining the Massachusetts class action, 
please contact the MLA.

The commercial lobstermen’s businesses are 
at stake as well as the thousands of  jobs and 
shore side businesses that depend upon the 
continued success of  the commercial lobster 
industry.  The commercial lobstermen in Mas-

sachusetts are NOT to the problem and have 
done everything asked of  them by National 
Marine Fisheries Service and have been work-
ing under the strictest conservation rules for the 
right whales anywhere in the world since 2014.  
Yet here we are, still fi ghting these lawsuits to 
keep the Massachusetts commercial lobstermen 
fi shing.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Associa-
tion has been actively involved in these lawsuits 
since 2018 and we need your generous support 
today to continue our fi ght to keep the commer-
cial lobstermen fi shing.  As we all know, any 
legal action costs lots of  money and over the last 
5 years the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Associ-
ation Legal Defense Fund has spent over $300,000 
fi ghting these legal battles.  These are real 

threats to the historic and iconic commercial 
lobster industry, and we are doing everything 
to keep Massachusetts commercial lobstermen 
fi shing.

WHERE TO MAKE DONATIONS

Any contribution you can afford to make to the 
Legal Defense Fund is greatly appreciated.

Donate by mail:

MLA LDF
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066

Donate online:

www.lobstermen.com

– In the Members section, select Dues/Donate.

AUGUST 2023 SUPPORTERS

DONATE
TODAY!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Brendan Adams
Louis Balboni
Timothy Bartlett
James Birarelli
Hugh Bishop
Jeff  Blackman
Dale Blatchford
Raymond Bois
Peter Brodeur
Alex Brown
Ryan Browne
Tessa Browne
Mark Byard
Mohawk Bolin
Richard Cadigan
Roy Campanale
Mike Carroll
David Casoni
Rich Cassola
David Cataldo
Michael Clay
Richard Coyne
David Crowley

Tyler Daly
Jeffery DePersia
Edward Deputat
Erik DeWolfe
Danial Donovan
Jarrett Drake
Daniel Dunbar
Robert Duseau
Joseph Edelstein
Scott Elliot
Todd Ellis
Patrick Fehily
Timothy Field
Michael Frontiero
Doug Germain
Stephen Gilbert
Andrew Glynn
Douglas Heath
John Herrick
Craig Hillier
Patrick Hogan
Steve Holler
Kurt Holmes

Bruce Ingham
Peter Kandrick
Dean Karoblis
James King
Peter Krzyzewski
Robert LaBlanc
Peter Lagerstrom
David LaRosa
Mark Leach
Peter Libro
Eric Lorentzen
Richard Luedtke
William Mahoney
David Marsh
Dan Marshall
Kurt Martin
George Mason
Gregory Mataronas
James Mataronas
Mark Mooney
Dean Morey
Paul Mullen
Matthew Nickerson

Robert Nihtila Jr.
Arthur Noronha
Brian O’Donohoe
Bill Oliver
Thomas G. O’Reilly
Tom Patterson
Daniel Patton
Calvin Perry
Anthony Ponte
Philip Powell
Christopher Rianone
Mark Ring
William Rowe
Therese Sauvageau
Derrick Sibbald
Michael Sosnowski
Domenic Spinale
Michael Sprague
Raymond Sturdy
Russell Sylvestre
Bill Thornton
Ernest Trowbridge
Paul Whitten
Donald Wilkinson



34

O
ct

ob
er

 2
02

3 
 |

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
 L

ob
st

er
m

en
’s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

w
w

w
.lo

bs
te

rm
en

.c
om

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

MLA AD August 2023  Proflex Rope 2 with printer marks.pdf   1   8/15/2023   1:47:56 PM



35

|  O
ctober 2023

M
assachusetts Lobsterm

en’s A
ssociation

w
w

w
.lobsterm

en.com
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Offi ce 781-545-6984 
Fax 781-545-7837 
www.lobstermen.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP    Full Voting  Associate  Business

$200 Annual Dues $200 Annual Dues $300 Annual Dues

Name

Business Name * Business members will now be listed in 2” x 2” ad in the new MLA business section at the front of  the monthly newspaper, 
a 2” x 2” ad linked to your website will be added to the MLA website, preferential ad location selection in the newspaper and early registration and 
booth preferences for the MLA Annual Weekend event.  

Address

City/Town State Zip Code

Home Phone Cell Phone Work Phone Fax Number

Email Address Website

Vessel Name Homeport Permit ID# Type of Permit

[  ] Check here if you would like Hull and P&I Insurance information sent to you

Payment options - Cash, Check, MasterCard or Visa

Credit Card Number Exp. Date 3 digit security# Zip Code

Signature _______________________________________________________________Date: ________ / _________ / ________

*To qualify for a Full Regular Membership, you MUST (1) hold a valid Mass. Commercial Lobster 
License, (2) reside in Massachusetts, (3) be sponsored by either two Regular Members or one Delegate, 
and (4) send in a copy of your lobster license with this application.

Sponsors:

#1 Name __________________________________________________________________  [  ] Delegate [  ] Regular Member

#2 Name __________________________________________________________________  [  ] Delegate [  ] Regular Member
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NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com

NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock

• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs

• NGK Spark Plugs

• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals

• Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes

• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • Outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com
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CLASSIFIEDS continue on Page 38

MLA Classifieds Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00.
Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA o�ce to renew.

781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com
*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

AD #1 (5/23) FOR SALE – 55’ wooden 
o�shore lobster boat w/2 fresh 671s. Just 
o� railway. Boat is turnkey. In very good 
condition. Full electronics & safety gear. 
Asking 70k OBO. Also have NJ conch license 
& conch pots could make deal w/ purchase 
of boat. Boat & gear ready to fish. Also have 
Virginia Commercial Registration License. 
Call Joe @ 609- 233- 4255

AD#2 (9/23) FOR SALE – Trap Trailer 6×12 
can hold approx. 50-3 footers. Good shape. 
$1,200.00 Call Ben 978-578-8882

AD#3 (4/23) FOR SALE –Hydraulic 
Components, parts, and service. Pumps, 
Motors, Valves and Accessories. Hydraulic 
Hoses are made while you wait. Great 
Prices–Same day service (in many cases)-
Wide selection of in-stock items. Rebuilt 
items are occasionally available. ROSE 
MARINE, Gloucester, MA 877-283-3334

AD#4 (8/23) FOR SALE –400 Lobster 
traps 36×22 1/2 x 15 New to 5 years old 
$60-100 each Call 978-774-4074

AD#5 (10/23) FOR SALE – KC Trap & 
Mesh–Traps-Heads-Finished Kits. Call for 
more information. 774-280-6638

AD#6 (10/23) FOR SALE –  1981 50 Ft., 
Jersey Boat- Twin disc 507- Detroit 671- 
Needs wiring & electronics. BRO $25,000.00 
Call for more info-781-834-6733

AD#7 (10/23) FOR SALE –Bruce Atkinson 
Novi 38ft 1984. Rebuilt John Deere 6081 
375 hp/1500 hrs. by Downeast Diesel. 2 
steering stations, 14” ss pot hauler, ss davit, 
295 Furuno color machine & tons more. 
Very well-maintained boat. Available in 
Gloucester. Reach out with ANY question. 
Chris 781-424-6946

AD#8 (5/23) FOR SALE –  Wooden 
conch pots & repair stock made to order 
-774-201-0712

AD#9 (5/23) FOR SALE – 1977 Dyer 
Fiberglass 29ft lobster boat, currently on 
dry dock until May 20 in E. Boston. Engine 
is a 5-year-old 351 Ford gas engine w/
new overhauled gear by Nopper Marine. 
Currently, the engine & gear were removed 
from the boat. Recently rebuilt hydraulic 
steering pump & new stern bearing as well 
as one new fuel tank. Good deck room for 
a smaller boat. 15 4 ft trawls or 45 4ft take 
home capacity. Could be used as lobster 
or sports fishing boat. 2 fuel tanks approx. 
60 gal. total. Two hauler stations (electric & 
or hydraulic option) Private showings only. 
Tom 617-504-4153. BRO.

AD#10 (8/23) FOR SALE – SIZE 
CORRECTION - Warp–Used & some new, 
mostly knot free. 76 lbs. 5/16, 33 lbs. 3/8 
$99 takes all 508-269-1406 Plymouth.

AD#11 (4/23) LOOKING for a site on 
an o�shore lobster boat. I have 5 years’ 
experience lobstering & other fishing 
experience. Reliable, dependable & ready to 
go fishing. Call/ text 518-804-5264 or email 
j95merritt@gmail.com

AD#12 (5/23) TAKING OFFERS on TRAPS 
located in GLOUCESTER, 100, 40 1/2” X 24” 
X 15” Single parlor traps, Color RED, Jungle 
wood runners, 70 of them were fished 5 
months on soft bottom, 30 of them never 
in the water.   50, 48”X 22 1/2” X 15” Double 
parlor traps. Color YELLOW, Jungle wood 
runners, 40 of them fished one season, 
10 of them never in water. Line & buoys 
available. Pictures available by text. Bob@ 
508-284-5896

AD#13 (5/23) FOR SALE –  12” hauler 
stainless steel plates 10 gal., hydraulic 
tank aluminum Davit which hauler can be 
mounted on $1000. Tom 781-831-1609

AD#14 (10/23) FOR SALE –  Turnkey 
Outer Cape Lobster Business: 1981 31ft. 
BHM Volvo 63P–370 HP, 2 1/2:1Twin Disc, 
spare wheels, many spare engine parts. 
OC State permit w/270 tags+ 10%, many 
endorsements, 400+ traps, ground lines, 
end lines, flags, Go-Deeps, 200 totes, 
lids,+ trap building tools & equipment. 
Boat also setup for Dogfish & Mackerel w/
all gear, 8×16 trao trailer, 5’x7’walk in bait 
cooler, 6000#mooring in Chatham Harbor, 
fiberglass ski� with 10HP Suzuki 4 stroke & 
trailer. $200k 0r BRO Steve 978-257-1062

AD#15 (7/23) FOR SALE – 100 -Yellow 
lobster traps 48 x 24 x 15 good runners & 
vents -Some patches ready to fish. $20. Call 
508-367-0757

AD#16 (6/23) FOR SALE –  200 used 
traps 13 1/2 x 21 1/2 x 39” $25. per trap 
-401-635-4371

AD#17 (5/23) FOR SALE –  3/32 7×7 
Bottom Longline galvanized cable, 20,000 
ft (2spools) new w/ electric reels. $600. 2 
Hydro Slave Standard Boom Winches, 400- 
20 3ft x 22in Shrimp Mesh Lobster Pots 
$35. each – Bill @ 508-264-1076

AD#18 (8/23) FOR SALE – 1980 Bob Rich 
40 wooden lobster boat. 471 Detroit diesel, 
twin disc gear, hydro-slave pot hauler w/
diverter valve for other fisheries. Two 
75-gal fuel tanks (fiberglass) under deck, 
full cabin, GPS, Furuno depth sounder, VHF 
radio, MA coastal Area 1 lobster permit, 
800 trap. Federal Area 1 lobster permit w/
endorsements (groundfish/dogfish) 800 
pot limit. 140 wire lobster traps, some 
never used (brand new) 60-70 buoys, 
extra ropes, safety equipment, sea anchor, 
12 fiberglass ski� misc; lobster related 
equipment, spare propeller (never used) 
trap related repair equipment. $65,000. 
firm. Bill @ 781-834-7418

AD#19 (5/23) FOR SALE –  30 4’ Traps 
48x24x13 1/2 Color White - Call 508-577-
4868

AD#20 (5/23) FOR SALE –  MA Conch pot 
license w/ history. Best o�er over 30K -Call 
774-775-2827

AD#21 (5/23) FOR SALE – 38 ft fiberglass 
Atkinson NOVI, Gloucester Ma., alum/
glass windows, rebuilt by Downeast Diesel 
6081 JD 375 hp/1500 hrs., ZF trans, 2 steer 
stations, 14” ss pot hauler, ss davit, gear 
locker, 4 bunks, life raft, EPERB, 295 Furuno 
color machine, Furuno radar, Northstar 
GPS 952, Sinrad auto pilot, wash down, 2 ss 
fuel tanks – 200 gallons – 1000 lb lobster 
tank very well maintained, motivated seller 
$130,000. OBO Cell 781-424-6946

AD#22 (8/23) FOR SALE – Federal Area 
1 Permit: O�ers over $35.000 will be 
considered. MA Area 1 State Permit: O�ers 
over $25,000 will be considered. IHsea@
aol.com 781-639-0001

AD#23 (3/23) LINE FOR SALE – 3-10 
pot trawls of 7/16” Everson line-14 Fathom 
between traps-7/16” gangions-2–20 F 
x3/8 “buoy lines-In totes included -$60. / 
Trawl – Call Joel @ 781 581 0324 or E-mail 
joel.w.marie@gmail.com 

AD#24 (3/23) FOR SALE –  5” Superior 
hauling block-Aluminum construction with 
stainless sheave $250. Joel @ 781-581- 
0324 or E-mail joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#25 (3/23) FOR SALE – Spare new 
stainless sheave for 5” Superior block-$150. 
Call Joel at 781-581-0324-E-mail 
joel.w.marie@gmail.com

AD#26 (6/23) FOR SALE – 1990 42 ft 
PEI lobster boat in excellent condition. 
Cummins 8.3L -6 CTA w/ ZF gear. 1700 
hours on each. Electronics, safety gear, 
very well equipped.700 Brooks Trap Mill 
custom traps. 3/8 Everson ground line, & 
whale safe compliant end lines, Hi flyers 
& tide balls. State & federal licenses. As 
of June 1st, all gear in the water. Baited, 
tagged & fishing. Buy today & fish 
tomorrow Complete package $290,000. 
Will separate Boat $210,000, traps 
$75,000. state license $30,000. & fed 
license $40,000. Call 978-745-6182, leave 
message. Serious inquiries only.

AD#27 PLACE YOUR AD HERE

AD#28 (4/23) REDUCED - FOR SALE
– Complete lobster business. Area 1 MA 
State license 800 trap allocation with long 
history. Dog & shellfish endorsement. 1987 
Gummond 31’ w/12’ beam enclosed cabin 
w/ “bus” heater 12kts cruise w/20+top 
end Cummings re-manufactured 
“Diamond” version 370 HP with 3500 
hours.  300+ traps w/ ropes & buoys. 
14ft tender w/ 3yr old Suzuki 4s 15 hp w/
electric start.  GPS/bottom sounder, life 
jackets, fish totes, etc. Would like to sell as 
a package but will accept separate o�ers 
on boat, license & fishing gear. $70,000. 
OBRO Call Bob- 508-224-1664 or e-mail @ 
roalward@comcast.net  Pictures available.

AD#29 (9/23) FOR SALE – 1 24X24 
Freeman Hatch. Used. In good condition. 
$500.00; 1 36 foot shear $300.00; 1 4’ by 
8’ trailer $200.00; Call Ted 401-842-8165.

The MLA Classifieds page on our website has now been locked 
to prevent scammers from acquiring the contact information of  
individuals that have items listed.  This is most unfortunate that 
we have come to this but, in today’s world of  technology and the 
access to our personal information we want to prevent anyone 
from being scammed.  
Please be advised that the password is EATLOBSTER and it is 
case sensitive.  We will bury this password on the MLA’s website 
Members page on the Why Join page.  
We are truly sorry for any inconvenience regarding this and en-
courage individuals to share this password with their peers so 
everyone can access the MLAs Classifieds.  

MLA Classifieds Update
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AD#30 (4/23) FOR SALE – Lobster 
business-42 ft South-shore lobster boat 
(Brady R – Chatham Harbor) in excellent 
condition (built 2017). All composite 
construction with a 750 John Deere 
Model #6135 main engine (4,100 hours). 
Full electronics & all safety gear. Whale 
regulations compliant, Knotless ground 
lines, highflyers, buoys, anchors, mixture 
of wood & wire traps in excellent condition, 
trailer, freezer, totes, etc. State & Federal 
Lobster licenses, both w/a 645 tag history 
& many federal endorsements. Prefer to sell 
as a package. Serious inquiries only: 774-
313-6287 or joneSeven@aol.com

AD#31 (4/23) FOR SALE -Hook gear for 
sale 5 totes 125 hooks per tote all brand 
new.5 totes of used gear. Brand new 
Danforth anchors included. $1000.00 Call 
781-831-1609

AD#32 (6/23) FOR SALE -Lobster 
Business- 28.2ft boat, built in 1976 engine 
cat 3208, 265HP trans 2.1 twin disk 
fiberglass JC hull. Area 1 Coastal lobster 
permit 800 trap allocation, 700 3ft lobster 
traps with rope and buoys. 80,000. Joe at 
978-239-5927

AD#33 (6/23) FOR SALE Price 
Reduction -36.5’ Wayne Beal Lobster Boat. 
3208 CAT 375 hp Turbo w/7600hrs. Motor 
was completely overhauled prior to 2022 
fishing season. Furuno chart plotter, depth, 
radar & radio. 2nd Simrad below. Switlik life 
raft, survival suits & Epirb. Small galley w/
sink, insulated icebox & 2500-watt inverter 
for co�ee. 4 bunks w/mattresses. Working 
head. Pacer pump & separate washdown 
pump. Redundant spare equipment (all 
new in box), Inc. Pacer pump w/hydraulic 
hoses, belts, starter motor, 2 alternators, 
windshield wiper arms & motors, bilge 
pumps, deck hoses, etc. The boat is 
clean & in excellent, fishable condition. 
$205,000.00 Traps & Permits available. 
Ben@ 978-578-8882

AD#34 (6/23) FREE FREE FREE- Window 
weights-approx; 60-70 of them located in 
Lynn. Call Glenn @ 617-538-5821

AD#35 (6/23) FOR SALE – 35’ Novi, 1989 
Atwood solid fiberglass hull, Cummins 6BT 
(~4,000hr since reman.), rigged for pot 
fishing, needs a lot of work – $16k or best 
o�er. Currently in dry dock on Cape Cod. 
Call 508-737-1052

AD#36 (9/23) FOR SALE – Gill Nets (10 
assorted, some new or recent rehangs 
(Hercules). Gill net reel, 48” diameter, 
42” width.  Holds average 4 + panels 
(1200’). Excellent condition, chain drive, 
full hydraulics. Complete tub trawl system 

equipped with 10” hydraulic hauler for 
retrieving Tub Trawls mounted on net reel. 
“Jamestown” / Chatham gravity baiter 
(3-bushel size). Four totes set up with 
stainless magazine hook storage 125 hooks 
(500 total), 300 additional hooks storage 
system (four totes), fast and simple to 
use. Over half mile, set up for Cod, blue 
fish, Spiny Dog fish, or what have you. 
Loads of extra clips, gangions, boxes of 
Brand-new Mustad E-Z Baiter hooks. Two 
survival suits (like new 3 years old). Still 
mounted on boat, can demonstrate until 
mid-September. Located in Freeport, Long 
Island, New York. Hoping to get $1500.00 – 
2000.00. We can talk.  Call or text Captain 
Rich Hunter. 347-836-5382, I will most likely 
get back to you after 6:00 pm that evening. 
Be glad to answer any questions.

AD#37 (7/23) FOR SALE -2001 Sea Pride 
Lobster Boat w/2016 Evinrude E-tec 90hp 
2 stroke w/ low hours (under 1000) well 
maintained & perfect running condition. 
Commercially fished last 2 years. Boat is 
ready to fish. New in 2021: Transom Deck 
& stringers 27 gal; gas tank under deck 2 
bilge pumps & washdown pump, Trap Table, 
Hydraulic Steering, hauling motor, Hauling 
block, Deck hatches, Scuppers. All hardware 
for EZ Loader trailer including u bolts, bunk 
slides, guideposts w/trailer lights elevated, 
recently replaced winch, trailer jack & rewired 
w/new lights, 2 new tires 20mph @ 4600 rpm 
$18,000 call/text Tony 774-239-1599

AD#38 (5/23) WANTED -Stern-man-
Boston-Call Frank at 617-653-3782

AD#39(5/23) FOR SALE - 80 brand new 
Casco Bay traps 1/2 hoops & 1/2 hake 
mouths. Call 508-843-8614

AD#40 (6/23) FOR SALE – 22’ Sisu 
Lobster Boat w/150 HP Evinrude OB needs 
work-12” hydraulics hauler runs o� Honda 
hydraulics power pack, Comes w/ bunk 
trailer. Asking $13,000.00 or B.O. Robert 
after 5:00 p.m. 617-846-3714 or 617-650-
3842

AD#41 (7/23) FOR SALE -120 Green & 
Yellow lobster traps 36x24x14 – Some hoop 
heads & some shark heads. In good shape. 
Call 508-951-6400

AD#42 (6/23) HELP WANTED – Stern-
man inshore- 46’lobster boat -North River 
-Call Bob 508-510-7792

AD#43 (6/23) FOR SALE – 200 45”  
Friendship lobster traps 8-6 years old 
$25.00 each Call 508-510-7792

AD#44 (6/23) FOR SALE – 32” – 4 blade 
Dyna Quad Prop-2 1/2” bore, left hand 
$2,500.00 Call 508-510-7792

AD#45 (6/23) FOR SALE – 1-34” Hytorg 
prop 2 1/2” bore, left hand $1,000.00 Call 
508-510-7792

AD#46 (7/23) FOR SALE -1982 34’ 
Makou Mahogany built lobster boat built 
in Mattapoisett Ma. area. Was repowered 
about 10 years ago with a Cat 3208 210 
hp natural. Approx 3600 hours. Hull and 
bottom in very good condition. No need 
to glass it. In the water and currently 
fishing. Older basic electronics. Located 
in Scituate Ma. Pictures can be seen on 
craigslist or some of the Facebook sites.
$12,500. No permits. Call or text 617 
984 9965

AD#47 (7/23) FOR SALE -400 36×21 
1/2×15 good to brand new condition 
shrimp mesh ss bait spike $60-$135- 978 
774 4074 for more info.

AD#48 (7/23) FOR SALE -Commercial 
Worthington Air compressor. 80 gal. tank, 
175 PSI, 7 hp 220 single phase motor w/ 
magnetic switch. Cost new $ 7000.  Asking 
$3000 or B.O. Call Bill 978-594-4258

AD#49 (7/23) FOR SALE – Outer Cape 
Lobster Permit-511 trap allocation. 
$150,000. Traps available will send 
pictures upon request, most are 1-3 years 
old. Call Eric @ 508-255-8526

AD#50 (8/23) FOR SALE -2002 40 hp 
Johnson Outboard motor long shaft, tiller 
steering, trim/tilt Electric and manual start 
Extra parts and manuals Been in storage for 
past 3-4 yrs. $1,500. Call 508-246-4009

AD#51 (8/23) FOR SALE -1985 25ft., 
Privateer Lobster Boat. Fresh water cooled 
Mercruiser v8 engine-260 hp. Runs great-
spare re-built engine. An IO spare re-built 
prop-hydraulics steering new in box. Re-
built 4-wheel trailer. Gantry system to lift-
boat o� trailer. Garmen chart plotter GPS 
Map Garmen depth sounder-fish finder. VHF 
radio. The engine has stainless steel heat 
exchanger. Stainless steel exhaust risers. 
50-30” lobster pots ready to fish. 100 spare 
buoys 2- coils rope-440-gal refrigerator 
lobster tank-platform scale for weighing. 
Ice chipper. 3- 28” scallop drags-system is 
ready to fish. X-actic polar box 48x44x36- 
5-boat stands. 8’ Pram- Many other 
items- Call between 4-7 p.m. $22,000.00 
508-979-0568

AD#52 (10/23) FOR SALE -Complete 
business - 31’ BHM, rebuilt engine and 
transmission 2021, New shaft and 
propeller, Area 1 State only lobster permit, 
700 wire traps and all the rope, buoys and 
more. Sold as a complete package Asking 
$100,000 or best reasonable offer.  Call 
Steve at 508-224-6610
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C18 RATINGS
470/600@1800rpm A Rating

670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating
1015/1150@2300rpm - T4 Exempt ratings 
for light commercial 

–C18

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine 
Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

For Marine Engine Sales, contact 
Nick Fawle, Marine Market Manager. 
603-484-5248    Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Ask us about our 
Customer Value 

Agreements (CVA)

miltoncat.com

Available for new 
boat installations 

and repowers.
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
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