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UPDATE JUNE 23, 2023  —  (Washington D.C.) Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association, et al. v. NFMS 

Our long saga fighting against NMFS’ 2021 
Biological Opinion has finally resulted in a 
win, and what a win it was! On June 16, 2023, 
the D.C. Circuit Court issued its ruling, unan-
imously finding that Judge Boasberg was 
wrong to uphold the Biological Opinion and 
ruling against NMFS on every ground raised 
by us. This is an excellently written opinion 
that not only finally understands the stakes 
faced by our members, but fully holds NFMS 
to account for its illegal attempts to destroy 
our industry.

As a reminder, NMFS argued against us on 
several grounds: (1) we lacked standing to 
bring the appeal; (2) we did not preserve the 
appeal; (3) the appeal was moot because of  the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act (“CAA”); (4) 
it was allowed to use worst case scenarios; (5) 
it did not use worse case scenarios in actual-
ity; (6) even if  it used worst case scenarios, the 
outcome would have been the same if  it was 
not;  (7) courts have to defer to agencies; and 
(8) the error was harmless. The D.C. Circuit 
ruled against them on every ground.

 For standing, this is a legal concept that we 
cannot go to court unless we have suffered 
harm. NMFS tried to argue that the Biologi-
cal Opinion itself  did not harm the lobster 
industry, rather the Phase 1 plan harmed us. 
The D.C. Circuit disagreed, opining that the 
Biological Opinion hurt us by influencing 
agency action and because there are civil and 
criminal penalties for an illegal take in viola-
tion of  the Biological Opinion. Thus, we had 

standing, and the Court could address our ac-
tual arguments.

The Court was very blunt in brushing off  
NMFS “failure to preserve” argument, noting 
NFMS did not raise that it its initial appeal, 
that we did in fact preserve our argument 
against the BiOp, and that the argument was 
irrelevant anyways.

For mootness, this is an argument that the 
Court cannot grant relief  because the issue is 
no longer live. Effectively, NMFS argued that 
the CAA said the Phase 1 plan was sufficient to 
bring the lobster industry into compliance, so 
there was no controversy. NMFS also argued 
that it wasn’t going to enforce the Framework 
timeline. Again, the Court disagreed. First, it 
correctly noted that promises of  future (non)
action cannot serve as the basis for mootness. 

Second, it ruled that the CAA only said the 
Phase 1 rule was sufficient, not that it was nec-
essary. Because we argued it was overprotec-
tive, we could still bring the challenge. Thus, 
the mootness challenge failed. 

Turning to the merits, the Court determined 
that NMFS was not allowed to use worst case 
scenarios, that the ESA does not permit a pre-
sumption in favor of  endangered species, but 
rather requires outcomes reasonably certain 
to occur. In other words, the Court complete-
ly adopted our argument against worst case 
scenarios. The Court was especially harsh 
against NMFS arguments that because the 
ESA does not say how to handles uncertain 
data, it could use worst case scenarios. It said 
NMFS “legal reasoning was not just wrong; 

COMMERCIAL LOBSTERMEN 
WIN IN DC CIRCUIT COURT

RULING, Page 23
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            “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 


                            


JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com                      USCG Safety Inspection Station #327


 Marine Hardware                                
 Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats                                                                          
 Fish Totes                                                        Inflatable PFD’s 
 Insulated Tubs                                                           
 Cordage & Twine                                                        
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.

               

Imperial 
Survival Suits 
Sales & Annual 

Inspections 
Done in house 


 
 
 
 




Fenders & Buoys-All Colors



Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors: 

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 

Ted Williams 508-264-5779 








Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 
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ALIVE & KICKING LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO
CAMBRIDGE, MA
617.876.0451

BOSTON LOBSTER FEAST 
JEFF HAZELL
ORLANDO, FL
407.832.7322 

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
BOSTON, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME
207.354.8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com

CAPE ANN MARINE
SALES & SERVICE
978.283.0806
capeannmarina.com 

CAPE SEAFOODS
BAIT DEALER
GERRY O’NEIL
GLOUCESTER, MA
978.479.4642 

CAPE FISHERMEN SUPPLY
DAVE LIBBY
CHATHAM, MA
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS
508.487.0259 | 508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS
KIM MARDEN
WELLESLEY, MA
781.329.7007 | 781.329.0792
captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
DARRYL PARKER
DANVERS, MA
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS CORP.
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.994.8257 

EAST COAST SEAFOOD
SPIROS TOURKAKIS
LYNN, MA
781.593.1737

ECKLAND & BLANDO
SAM BLATCHLEY
BOSTON, MA 02110
617.217.6936 
www.ecklandblando.com

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.3270 

FARM CREDIT EAST
MIDDLEBORO, MA
508.946.4455 

FISHER AIR FASTENERS
ED & CHRIS FISHER
PEMBROKE, MA
781.826.2522 

FISHERMEN SERVICES
DONNA CHEPREN
781.545.5073 Ext. 16
fishermenservices.com

FLEET PROPELLER 
SERVICE
MIKE VALM                                       
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.979.8000

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO.
FRIENDSHIP, ME
800.451.1200  

HAMILTON MARINE INC.
56 US ROUTE 1 BYPASS
KITTERY, ME 03904
207.439.1133
hamiltonmarine.com

HARBOR FUELS
info@harborfuels.com
617.720.3835

HERCULES
JOHN REARDON
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.993.0010

JAMES HOOK & CO.
ED HOOK JR.
BOSTON, MA
617.423.5500 

KETCHAM TRAPS
HEATHER KETCHAM
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207.337.8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER CRUISES
PAUL QUINTAL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.5342

LOBSTER TRAP
FISH MARKET
MONUMET BEACH, MA
508.759.6400
lobstertrap.com

LOBSTER TRAP CO.
MAC HAY
BOURNE, MA
508.214.3290 Ext. 101
lobstertrap.com 

MARINE HYDRAULIC
ENGINEERING
ROBERT CROWE
ROCKLAND, ME
207.594.9525 | 800.747.7550 

MILTON CAT
POWER SYSTEMS
MILFORD, MA
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, 
INC.
VINCE MORTILLARO
GLOUCESTER, MA
798.281.0959 

NAPA-CAPE COD
BILL DRINAN
FALMOUTH, MA
508-457-1734

NAVROC MARINE 
ELECTRONICS
JASON PHILBROOK
ROCKLAND, ME
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE &   
INDUSTRIAL INC.
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603.436.2836 | 781.834.9301
info@newenglandmarine.com 

NEW ENGLAND 
PROPELLER
DOUG PECK
PLYMOUTH, MA
800.635.9504
neprop@aol.com

NORTH ATLANTIC
POWER-TWIN DISC
SAM PROFIO
EXETER, NH
sprofio@glpower.com
603.418.0470  

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ
774.248.0292

ROSES MARINE
GLOUCESTER, MA
877.283.3334
rosesmarine.com

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER
MANOMET, MA
508.224.5700

SPURS MARINE 
MANUFACTURING
PABLO SOSA
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
800.824.5372

SUPERIOR LOBSTER
MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH 
774.773.5048
www.superiorlobster.com

TWO COUSINS
FISH MARKET
BRIAN O’DONOHOE
FREEPORT, NY
516.379.5065

WINDWARD POWER 
SYSTEMS
FAIRHAVEN, MA
774.992.0059
windwardpower.com

WOOD’S SEAFOOD
JAY KIMBALL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.0261
www.woodseafood.com

MLA Sponsors The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them.  If your company is not listed
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2
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In Memorial

John Carver
January 1964 - June 21, 2023

It is with the heaviest heart that we 
must tell you, lifelong MLA Member 
John Carver passed away.  John was an 
active member of  the MLA and was an 
Executive Committee member for many 
years and a MLA Delegate.  

John Carver, a life-long resident of  
Marshfield, passed away on June 21, 2023 
at the age of  59. John was the beloved 
husband of  Karin Kaczorowski; loving 
son of  the late Henry Carver, Jr., and 
Sally J. (Levangie) Carver; dear brother 
of  Robert Carver and his wife Cheryl 
of  North Andover, sister Nancy Carver 
and her husband Benjamin Murphy 
of  Monson, sister Donna Nelson and 
her husband Marc of  Carver, Kerrie 
Carver of  Pembroke, Steven Carver 
of  Marshfield, and William Carver of  
Marshfield; uncle of  Courtney, Chris, 
Haley, Benjamin, Kelley, Catherine, 
Madeline, Marc, Nicole, Jack, and Steven 
Jr.; and nephew of  Denis Levangie and 
the late Richard Levangie.

John Carver was born in January 
1964, the first of  seven children born to 
Hank and Sally Carver. Hank was a part 
of  the local fishing industry and Sally 
was a Phys Ed teacher and quite the 
sharpshooter. They made their home 
just outside the center of  Marshfield 
in an antique cape that was filled with 
love, life and laughter in every corner, 
literally. I loved the back room off  the 
kitchen where the wood stove lived and 
the warm smell of  what was simmering 
on top. I loved the creaky worn floors 
and the coziness.

I met John when I was in high school, 
as his sister was one of  my good friends. 
We both ran track and he watched me 
in the parades, I was in the band. He 
sat in the grandstands with my mom 
at my home basketball games. We were 
one of  those couples that proved that 
opposites do attract. I liked to study, and 
he preferred not to. I was an only child, 
and he was the oldest of  seven. He had 
already graduated when we went to 
my junior prom, he must have really 
liked me. I was so jealous of  the blue 
bus and all the Carver family camping 
trips. John liked cars and fixing them, 
he liked cycling all through local towns, 
back when cycling was far safer than it 
is today. He played soccer and listened to 
classic rock. He worked as a mason and 
a carpenter and a dishwasher. He rode 
his motorcycle. He went duck hunting 
with his dad.

While I went to UNH to study Animal 
Science, John commuted to Wentworth 
Institute of  Technology where he 
pursued his degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. How lucky for him that 
his future father in-law was a Dean at 
Wentworth at that time, and they could 
commute to the city together!! I wish that 
I could have heard the conversations 
that transpired during those often-long 
trips to and from Boston! Most Friday 
afternoons he finished class and drove 
straight to UNH for the weekend. Which 
vehicle he showed up in depended 
on what was running at the time, the 
Mazda RX4, the diesel VW Rabbit, the 
Ford Falcon or the silver Volvo. I always 
knew it was the Mazda because the 
delayed backfire was recognizable!

To sum it up, John had a passion 
that didn’t involve using his academic 
mind and sitting behind a desk. He 
occasionally mentioned that if  he ever 
got the urge to go back to school, he 
would take some courses in Geology. I 
think maybe it was the “meteorite” that 
came up in one of  his traps that sparked 
his interest! More than anything, John 
desired to be out on the ocean, fishing 
for lobsters, honoring his heritage. He 
sterned for Eddie Barrett on the Phoenix 
and also shared many hours at sea on a 
dragger out of  Nantucket with a captain 
named Ole. That is where I first heard 
some ol’ fishing lore, like don’t ever say 
the word “pig” on a boat and never bring 
a banana in your lunch box on the boat, 
it’s bad luck for catching fish.

In 1989, John bought the BONAVITA 
from John Haviland, who bought it from 
Mike Duane, who bought it from Ray 
Noyes. That wooden lobster boat had a 
lot to tell after so many years working 
on the sea. Coupled with family wisdom, 
John embarked into one of  the world’s 
most romantic professions. Day to day 
it was certainly not always a walk in 
the park. The ocean could be serene and 
inviting or about to turn into a raging 
beast. The success of  a lobstering year 
could be defined by just one storm.

In the ‘91 storm John worried about 
traps while I worried about the anatomy 
of  the horse and other veterinary 
conundrums out in Grafton at Vet 
school. I hoped that when I graduated, 
I could find a local job as a mobile vet 
like James Herriot, and I did, someone 
John’s family already knew of, Dr Jenny 
Maas. John’s muscle was sometimes 

recruited for some vet tech help that his 
sister Nancy remembers all too well. 
She also cared for Jenny’s children. 
Small world.

In 1993 I graduated from Vet school, 
and we moved to one of  the quaintest 
places on earth, the dead-end part of  
Bay Ave in Green Harbor. Our two 
work trucks barely fit side by side in 
the parking area. We finally got married 
in September 1995. A ceremony in the 
church with the quiet presence of  a 
cherished chocolate lab, Shalimar, and 
a fantastic outdoor reception complete 
with a drunk uncle trying to mount one 
of  the carriage horses and a delicious 
feast of  lobster and steak!

When we weren’t working, we spent 
our time walking the dog and looking for 
a farm to call our own and wishing for 
a bigger lobster boat. The boat and the 
farm came almost at the same time. 

John connected with a wooden boat 
builder up in PEI, Canada and put his 
ultimate dream on paper. A new lobster 
boat from start to finish. I saw very little 
of  John in the year or so during the 
building of  the boat, as he spent months 
at a time up north working alongside 
the boat builder, and drinking room 
temperature beer, the way they seem 
to like it up there! Crazy! The 42-foot 
Northern Lights steamed down to Green 
Harbor in the summer of  2000. We found 
94 Careswell Street in 2001, thanks to 
John and Judy Lennon and a pig named 
Pugsley. We cleared land for the animals 
and John HAND nailed our new cedar 
shingled roof.

Year after year the list of  memories 
grows; Date night dinners interrupted 
because of  vet emergencies, following 
the lobster price, frozen pipes under 
the kitchen sink, the brand new vet box 
on the truck, the new stack of  traps, 
the baby goats birthed and the colicky 
horses, chasing the sheep down 139, the 
maiden vacation voyage of  the Northern 
Lights Down East to Port Clyde and 
Vinalhaven, Maine, waiting in the bait 
line, rescuing Mikey the microwave cat 
and Rex the goat, walks and bonfires at 
Hupper’s island, Polish Christmas eve 
at my relatives, many memories at the 
MLA Banquets, the Blessing of  the fleet.

In July 2013, John took an awesome 
motorcycle trip with close friends, 
Paul Pantano, Mike Murphy and John 
Barrett out west where they rode into 
breathtaking nothingness as far as the 

eye could see. They took in tourist sites 
and met real cowboys, talked to the wild 
bison, and became celebrity lobstermen.

I sat proudly on the back of  the Street 
Glide like I would on the back of  a horse 
to take short scenic trips and to go for ice 
cream. One time John wrote four street 
numbers on the palm of  his hand as our 
“GPS”, and we headed out to Monson for 
our niece’s high school graduation! The 
slow progression of  Parkinson’s may 
have caused the motorcycle to eventually 
gather cobwebs, but John wasn’t going 
to let it stop him from lobstering. 

It’s at these ”end of life celebrations” 
that we are reminded to not take life for 
granted because it can be gone without 
much warning. Live life every day to its 
fullest. John was a simple and kind man. 
He would help anyone anytime and never 
expected or asked for help in return. 
Home was where he wanted to be. His 
home, his dog, his boat and his sweetie 
made him look forward to every day.

The cancer diagnosis in January 
condensed the last chapter of  our lives 
together. Watching those traps come 
in was a heart wrenching moment. 
We truly became closer than two ships 
that pass in the night. At times it was 
certainly a struggle, for both of  us. But 
John didn’t complain. He was constantly 
surrounded by friends and family. He 
was trapped within his mind, and it was 
the rest of  us that could not help him 
get free, no matter how hard we tried. 
We are deeply grateful for this amazing 
community of  friends, family, animals, 
and health care workers. It could not 
have been done without each and every 
one of  you.

The Blessing of  the Fleet is just a few 
weeks away. Many Years ago, it was 
spontaneous lobster boat races and a 
rafting up out in the ocean, weather 
permitting of  course. We were part of  
the young crowd then. Today we are 
the older crowd, and we now have the 
Northern Lights, known as the boat 
with the bathroom and the band.

At the blessing It has become tradition 
that we circle the bell in honor of  those 
that have passed on before us. This year 
it will be John’s turn. See you again 
when it’s my turn. Somewhere on Jeff’s 
private island. I love you, dear. Your 
sweetie.

May you sail upon calm seas 
and your pots be forever full.
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd. 

MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider

Agreed Hull Value  –  Protection & Indemnity 

Crew Coverage    -   Extended Policy Limits   -  Chartering

Marina Floaters  -   Multiple Fisheries & Deductibles

Call 781-545-5073 for a free quote 

or 

request a quote online at fishermenservices.com
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What a great way to start the 
summer than with a WIN in the 
D.C. Circuit Court.  The Massa-
chusetts Lobstermen’s Associa-
tion (MLA) has been an Interve-
nor litigant in the USCA Case 
#22-5238 “Maine Lobstermen’s 
Assoc. (MELA) v. National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service (NMFS), 
et al since that challenged the data NMFS is us-
ing to regulate the commercial lobster and Jo-
nah crab industry.  

The MLA would like to thank our attorney 
Sam Blatchley for all his hard work on this case 
and congratulate him on the victory in conjunc-
tion with the MELA. Job well done by everyone 
at the table.  Also, a HUGE THANK YOU to all 
of  you that have been making generous dona-
tions to the MLAs Legal Defense Fund over the 
years.  We could not have done this without you 
all.  

Now that we can breathe a little easier, we 
can really work on how to mitigate everything 
that has been implemented over the last several 
years and start to challenge the effi cacy and va-
lidity of  it all.  The Massachusetts commercial 
lobstermen have been subject to the harshest 
of  draconian conservation measures out of  any 
state in the Country.  Now, more than ever we 
need to reevaluate what is truly needed as the 
broad brush and worst-case scenario approach 
NMFS has been taking is not working.  

There have been very few victories in the 
world of  litigation for the commercial fi shing 
industry and this one sure feels great.  Please 
take the time to read the Legal Defense update 
and the cover article as Sam will break this all 
down for you in layman’s terms so we can all be 
on the same page.  We are all still digesting what 
this means going forward for the commercial 

lobster and Jonah crab industry and will keep 
you posted. 

I’ve never run a marathon, but I sure do feel 
like the last 2 years have been a marathon of  
ongoing and new litigation.  After this WIN, I 
am going on a much-needed vacation to spend 
time with my family and friends.  My three 
grandchildren will keep me busy for sure, Jack-
son 5, Noah 3 ½ and Scarlett will be 1 in August.  
My heart is full, and I am looking forward to 
some much-needed downtime with them on the 
beach.  

If  anything, earth shattering comes up I will 
surely keep you all posted.  

Safe on the water, 

Be�� Cas���
MLA Executive Director

The Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association
would like to welcome the following 

new members to the Association.
Your Association will continue 

its e� orts on your behalf to 
conserve the resource, protect 

your livelihood, keep you informed, 
promote the industry and provide 

you with increasing benefi ts as they 
are developed. MLA stands ready to 

help you in anyway, at anytime
— just let us know how!

Safe on the water and good fi shing!

TIMOTHY W. KRIEGSMARR
F/V: Compromise

Port: Barnegat Light N.J.

CHRISTOPHER COLAMECA
F/V: Apres Fish
Port: Scituate 

NEW MLA MEMBERS:

Published by the Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc.

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
– Published monthly –

Mailed to all paid members of the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

Newsletter Departments

Editor, Industry News, Notice Section,
Editorial, Blog, Industry News,

Promotions, Layout, Advertising:
Beth Casoni — Executive Director

Buy Sell Swap:  Tracey Abboud

Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly
(Please note that all pre-paid ads

for last year will be honored)

$50 — ¼ Page Ad
$80 — ½ Page Ad

$110 — Full Page Ad
Color Ads — + $50 per ad
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NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER, INC.

Distributor of Michigan Propellers
Inboard • Outboard

Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer
Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com
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9

|  July-A
ugust 2023

M
assachusetts Lobsterm

en’s A
ssociation

w
w

w
.lobsterm

en.com

On Tuesday, June 20th, lifelong member of the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 
(MLA) and MLA Delegate, Peter Mahoney, f/v Windemere out of Hull, took MLA Executive 
Director, Beth Casoni, Senator Elizabeth Warren’s Constituent services representatives, 
Caroline Freedman, and Caleb White out lobstering to see and learn in a hands-on setting. 

Also on board was Peter’s son Jed and Grandson Evan who were working the gear as 
Peter was educating Caroline and Caleb on all the ins and outs of lobster fishing today.  
Peter explained how he grew up right there in Hull and has been actively engaged in some 
sort of fishing activity his whole life, as he is nearing 80 years young this year.  

As the traps came over the rail, Caroline and Caleb were eager to see what was in the 
traps.  Peter explained to them about all the right whale conservation measures that have 
been in place for over 30 years now, the max/min gauge sizes, shell disease, crabs, bait 
and more.  There was not one area he didn’t cover.   

Caroline was thrilled when she was able to band the lobsters under the watchful eye of 
Peter’s crew so that she didn’t get bitten.  These are the experiences that make for long-
lasting and great impressions of the day in the life of a commercial lobsterman.  

The conversations aboard the f/v Windemere also covered all of the right whale conserva-
tion that the Massachusetts fleet has been working under for over 30 years now.  From 
the inception of the Critical Habitat in Cape Cod Bay to the now sweeping 11,000 square 
miles of closure.  Peter went on to explain how these sweeping closures are impacting not 
only the commercial lobstermen but also the shoreside businesses alike.     

“We are grateful for the opportunity to get out on the water and get a hands-on experi-
ence into this profession. We were able to engage directly with several generations of 
lobsterman and gained valuable insight into the work that is being done. The thought-
ful conversations we were able to have shed light into the needs of this industry.
We look forward to continued discussions in this space.”

— Caleb White & Caroline Freedman 

Peter, the MLA thanks you and your crew for taking the time to meet with us and to
educate Caroline & Caleb on all things commercial lobstering here in Massachusetts. 

An Educational Day on the Water
with Captain Peter Mahoney 
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New England Fishery Management Council

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950 Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

         New England Fishery Management Council  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                    PRESS CONTACT:  Janice Plante
June 2, 2023                                                            (607) 592-4817,  jplante@nefmc.org

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950
Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

Council Selects Cate O’Keefe to be Next Executive Director
The New England Fishery Management Council has chosen Dr. Catherine “Cate” O’Keefe of South 
Dartmouth, Massachusetts to be its next executive director.  Cate will replace Tom Nies, who is retiring.  

Cate has over 20 years of experience in fisheries science and management.  She is the owner of Fishery 
Applications Consulting Team.  As its principal consultant, she has provided technical, research, and 
facilitation services to a wide range of clients, including the New England Council for scallop and monkfish 
projects.  She also has provided services to offshore wind energy companies, fishing industry organizations, 
global consulting firms, academic institutions, and research organizations.  She currently serves as vice chair 
of the Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee.

Cate earned her doctoral degree at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth School for Marine Science 
and Technology (SMAST).  Her dissertation was titled: “An incentive-based, collaborative approach to 
maximize yield by avoiding bycatch in the US sea scallop fishery.”  She earned a master’s degree through the 
Boston University Marine Program in Woods Hole and a bachelor of arts in biology and fisheries from 
Hampshire College. 

Cate spent four years as a marine science 
and policy analyst at the Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries prior to 
launching her own business.  Before that, 
she held several positions at SMAST, 
climbing the ladder from research 
technician to research assistant to research 
professor to adjunct faculty.  During her 
time at SMAST, she oversaw and managed 
the Massachusetts Marine Fisheries 
Institute’s seven-year $25 million budget.

Council Chair Eric Reid said, “Dr. O’Keefe 
has extensive experience with New England 
fisheries, and her broad-based background 
makes her uniquely suited for this position.  
We look forward to advancing the work of 
the Council under her leadership.”Dr. Catherine “Cate” O’Keefe

“Extensive Experience”
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New England Fishery Management Council  

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950
Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

HOW WE GOT HERE: After Executive Director Nies announced his retirement in January, the Council
solicited a contractor to help conduct a nationwide search for his replacement. The Council took this step 
to ensure it carried out a thoughtful, objective, and trusted search process. A vacancy announcement for
the position was issued on April 5, 2023.

A Search Committee, which was made up of the Council’s Executive Committee and the NOAA Fisheries
regional administrator, conducted an initial round of interviews among a pool of highly qualified candidates.
The full Council then met with the finalists in closed session on May 31, 2023.  Cate was offered and
accepted the position on June 1, 2023.

Cate is expected to assume her new duties in mid-July. She will attend the Council’s June 27-29, 2023
meeting in Freeport, ME, which will be Tom Nies’ last in his official capacity as executive director. The
meeting will culminate Tom’s 26-year career with the Council, 10 years of which he served as executive
director, managing a 20-member staff and reporting directly to the Council chair.

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S WIDE SKILL SET: Cate is well known for being a dynamic, approachable, and 
detail-oriented colleague in a broad range of scientific and management circles. She has experience on 
commercial fishing vessels and with offshore survey work, as well as with the Northeast Fisheries Observer
Program. Her familiarity with the Council’s plan development teams and her grant-writing and

budget-management skills are all key assets that 
will facilitate a smooth transition from one 
executive director to the next. 

Cate has received numerous recognition awards 
and has several professional affiliations, 
including  membership in the American 
Fisheries Society and the American Institute of 
Fishery Research Biologists, in which she 
currently serves as president.  She has authored 
or co-authored over two dozen scientific 
publications and reports.

     “I’m honored to have been selected as the 
next executive director,” said Cate. “I’m truly 
excited to join the Council community.  I look 
forward to working collaboratively with 
Council staff and regional partners to support 
the New England Council and our region’s 
invaluable fishing industries.”

At left, Dr. Catherine “Cate” O’Keefe enjoying 
time on the water.

Learn more about the Council at About Us.
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KITTERY • PORTLAND • ROCKLAND • SEARSPORT • SW HARBOR • JONESPORT

hamiltonmarine.com
800-639-2715

B O A T E R S T O R ET H E

We are happy to be a Sponsor of 
Maine’s 2023 Lobster Boat Races!Hamilton Marine is the one-stop-shop for all your marine supply 

needs as a commercial fisherman. We understand the vital role 
that the lobstering and fishing industries play in our coastal 
communities. We offer a wide range of products from com-
mercial fishing gear, safety equipment, electronics and 
navigation tools. Our crew is dedicated to providing you 
with the highest quality products and exceptional 
customer service to help you succeed.

Photos by Wayne Hamilton ©
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FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~ DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON

 Our pressure washers 
come with everything you 

need, including 50’ hose and 
wand with turbo nozzle.

Blast Away!

Onboard Pressure Washers

5.6 GPM @ 3,500 PSI

Make cleanup 
easy and fast. 

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Salt or Fresh Water

need, inc
wan

Belt Driven
or Fresh Water

Hydraulic

 Our pressure washers 
come with everything you 

need, including 50’ hose and 
wand with turbo nozzle.

Blast Away!

Onboard Pressure Washers

5.6 GPM @ 3,500 PSI

Make cleanup 
easy and fast. 

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Salt or Fresh Water

need, inc
wan

Belt Driven
or Fresh Water

Hydraulic

 Our pressure washers 
come with everything you 

need, including 50’ hose and 
wand with turbo nozzle.

Blast Away!

Onboard Pressure Washers

5.6 GPM @ 3,500 PSI

Make cleanup 
easy and fast. 

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Salt or Fresh Water

need, inc
wan

Belt Driven
or Fresh Water

Hydraulic

SATURDAY 
SEPT 16
11 A.M.-4 P.M.
MARSHFIELD 
TOWN PIER
Join us for a day of live music, marine educa-
tion, delicious food, drink, and over 40 artisan 
vendors. In our Kids Zone, there will be bakes, 
face painting, bouncy houses, and mermaid 
hair, and more! Tickets go on sale August 1st!
For more information, head to
marshfi eldlobsterfest.com

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE
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Since the arrival of  the North 
Atlantic Right Whales (NARW) 
to the Gulf  of  St. Lawrence in the 
spring of  2017 the Canadian sea-
food sector, including provincial 
and federal governments, har-
vesters and the shipping industry 
have been working together to 
mitigate interactions between this 
iconic species and the fi shing and 
shipping industries.  

Prior to 2017 the NARW were 
commonly found in the Bay of  
Fundy during their annual migra-

tion and harvesters in this region 
had developed mitigation strate-
gies and expected to see NARW.  
This all changed in the spring of  
2017 when, searching for cope-
pods likely moving north due to 
rapid climate change, the whales 
arrived in large numbers in the 
Gulf  at the beginning of  the crab 
and lobster seasons.  The critical 
mortality incident that occurred 
in 2017 has led to what is today one 
of  the most comprehensive whale 
mitigation strategies in the world.  

The comprehensive program in-
volves a dynamic system of clos-
ing fi shing areas when whales 
are present, implementation of  
Whalesafe gear, gear marking, 
ghost gear remediation, a well-
funded marine mammal response 
program and measures to slow 
down shipping.

Surveillance & Monitoring 
The core fi sheries management 

measures involve temporary 
and season-long closures when 

NARW are observed using a mix-
ture of  air, acoustical buoys, and 
gliders to observe or detect their 
presence.  These measures are re-
viewed annually and announced 
by the Minister of  Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada in late March, pri-
or to the spring crab and lobster 
seasons opening. 

If  a NARW is visually or acous-
tically detected in areas subject 
to NARW management measures 
(note following map), a defi ned 
area around the detection posi-
tion will be closed for 15 days and 
includes special shallow water 
protocols.  When this occurs all 
fi shing gear must be removed and 
fi shing ceased.  If  a NARW is de-
tected again during days 9 to 15 
of  the closure period, the closure 
is extended with slightly different 
regional differences in the Bay of  
Fundy and Roseway Basin criti-
cal habitat dynamic areas and the 
Gulf  of  St. Lawrence area. 

If  no whale is detected during 
days 9 to 15 of  a temporary closure 
period, the grids re-open to fi shing 
after day 15. Two clearance fl ights 
with no NARW detections contin-
ue to be required before an area 
can re-open to fi shing.  In waters 
outside of  the dynamic and criti-
cal habitat areas (meaning out-
side of  the Gulf  of  St. Lawrence, 
Bay of  Fundy and critical habitat 
area of  Roseway Basin), closures 
will continue to be considered on 
a case-by-case basis. Special con-
sideration will be given for detec-
tions of  three or more NARW, or a 
mother and calf  NARW.

DFO’s fi shery management 
measures are informed by several 

“We are all in this together”

Canada’s eff orts to mitigate 
interactions with North 
Atlantic Right Whales

2023 NARW management measures observation area
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near-real time whale detection 
platforms (including aerial sur-
veillance, at sea monitoring and 
acoustic detection technologies) 
led by DFO, Transport Canada 
and trusted external partners. 

Confirmed acoustic detections 
of  NARW from near-real time 
sources, including eight DFO Sci-
ence Viking buoys equipped with 
hydrophones, also trigger fisher-
ies management area closures. 
DFO has recently acquired glid-
ers equipped with hydrophones to 
boost detection efforts.

Protection Measures for all 
Marine Mammal

In 2018, Canada made the elimi-
nation of  excess floating surface 
rope mandatory in all non-tended 
fixed gear fisheries in Atlantic 
Canada and Quebec. Canada re-
quires all fisheries in Canada to 
report all interactions between 
fisheries and marine mammals.  
In addition, the Marine Mammal 
Regulations under Canada’s Fish-
eries Act prohibit disturbance of  
marine mammals unless autho-
rized and prescribe mandatory 
minimum approach distances to 
marine mammals for all vessels. 
For NARW, that is 100m in all Ca-
nadian fisheries waters, and 200m 
for a mother and calf.

Whalesafe Gear
Since 2018, DFO has supported 

industry trials of  whalesafe gear, 
including rope on demand fish-
ing gear that can be used in areas 
closed to traditional fixed gear 
fishing methods because of  right 
whale presence. The Whalesafe 
Gear Adoption Fund (WSGF) has 
provided nearly $20 million to 34 
projects that are testing and refin-
ing low breaking strength gear, 
rope on demand, and ropeless sys-
tems in Eastern Canada.  In addi-
tion to rope on demand gear, trials 
of  low breaking strength devices 
have been undertaken in fisheries 
in Eastern Canada.  Canada will 
implement low breaking strength 
fishing gear requirements in non-
tended, fixed gear and trap and 
pot commercial fisheries in Atlan-
tic Canada and Quebec starting in 
2024, to ensure that low breaking-
strength fishing gear is safe, ef-
fective at protecting whales, and 
readily available to harvesters. 

Gear Marking
Since 2020, Canada has imple-

mented a mandatory gear mark-
ing regime in all non-tended fixed 
gear fisheries, including lobster 
and crab, in Atlantic Canada and 
Quebec. Mandatory gear mark-
ing consists of  specific colours 
that must be used to correctly 
identify fishing ropes in different 
fisheries, regions and sub-regions 
in Canada. It supports Canada’s 
efforts to address lost gear and 
marine mammal entanglements, 
and to help distinguish between 
US and Canadian gear involved in 
marine mammal entanglements. 
Gear marking requirements are 
mandatory for all ropes used to 
attach fishing gear to a buoy or 
any other floating apparatus used 
in the fishery.

Ghost Gear 
In 2019, Canada launched the 

Ghost Gear Fund, a program that 
focuses on reducing and mitigat-
ing abandoned, lost, or otherwise 
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG), 
both in Canada and internation-
ally. To date CAD $26.7M has been 
dedicated to fund 91 industry-led 

projects (10 international and 81 
domestic) from 2020-2023 to ad-
dress the threat of  ghost gear. To 
date, the program has facilitated 
the retrieval of  approximately 
1,641 tonnes of  marine debris and 
ghost gear, much of it in areas 
where NARW are known to occur, 
such as the Gulf  of  St. Lawrence 
and the Bay of  Fundy. 

In 2020, DFO implemented a 
mandatory requirement to report 
gear loss and to report the retriev-
al of  gear previously reported 
lost. This information is collected 
and used to guide retrieval efforts, 
inform entanglement investiga-
tions, and inform analyses of  the 
ghost gear issue in Canada.  In 
2021, DFO launched the Fishing 
Gear Reporting System (FGRS) 
to allow commercial harvesters 
to conveniently input a descrip-
tion of  their lost gear, the cause 
of  loss, and its location from any 
online device. Improving gear 
loss reporting helps DFO to gen-
erate accurate gear loss hotspots 
maps and trends, guiding more ef-
fective retrieval efforts and iden-
tifying high-priority areas. Up to 
January 31st, 2023, 12,377 lost gear 

reports have been submitted, re-
porting 46,286 units of  gear, 16 km 
of nets, and 565 km of rope lost. 

On September 22nd, 2022, Can-
ada became the first country to 
share its lost gear reporting data 
with the Global Ghost Gear Initia-
tive’s global data portal. 

Marine Mammal 
Response Program

DFO has continued its annual 
investment of  over $1 million for 
marine mammal response orga-
nizations, as well as investments 
in science to better understand 
threats to right whales, and to 
inform future management mea-
sures. The Department has also 
delivered $5.5 million over five 
years to build additional capac-
ity across Canada for safe and ef-
fective marine mammal incident 
response. The funds were used to 
support necropsies, build Indig-
enous community response ca-
pacity, and increased large whale 
disentanglement response capac-
ity. Additionally, the Large Whale 
Disentanglement Advisory Com-
mittee has been created to discuss 
actions underway and planned by 

Transport Canada management areas
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fishingpartnership.org
617-928-3443

Follow

Fishing Partnership Navigators are certified community health 
workers who can assist MA residents with applying for health 

insurance, updating income, and finding a primary care physician. 
You may be eligible to enroll in health insurance anytime during the 

year. Reach out to a Navigator today to explore all your options.

Massachusetts maintains a mandate for all individuals to have health insurance. Unenrolled 
residents could pay a tax penalty. Don’t risk it – call a Navigator and get covered today!

Gloucester
978-282-4847

New Bedford
508-991-3043

Plymouth
508-746-5400

Chatham
774-840-9393

NAVIGATOR OFFICES:

Mission
To improve the health, safety and economic security 

of commercial fishermen and their families.
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Protecting North Atlantic Right Whales 

Canada’s fishing measures by year launched

2020
• Introduced a new season-long closure area protocol
• Expanded the dynamic fishery closure area into the Bay of Fundy
• Introduced mandatory gear markings for all fix gear fisheries in Eastern Canada
• Started authorizing rope-less gear trials in closed areas
• Created a $8.3 million Ghost Gear Fund, to assist in the retrieval and recycling of

harmful ghost gear from the ocean.
• Logged over 2,500 flight hours

2019
• Amended the static fishery closure to cover an area where 90% of right whales were

spotted in 2017
• Expanded the dynamic fishery closure area to cover the entire Gulf of St. Laurence
• Introduced new temporary fishery closure restrictions in shallow waters (less than 20

fathoms)
• Organized a gear retrieval operation in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, which removed over 100

traps and almost 10km (six miles) of rope.
• Increased surveillance via aircraft, drones, and underwater gliders and acoustic devices
• Logged 3,000 flight hours

2021
• Modified closure protocols for greater certainty on the continued presence of whales in

closed areas
• Established a new technical working group for harvesters, right whale experts, and

departmental officials
• Invested an additional $8.4 million in the Ghost Gear Fund, with a focus on ghost gear

retrieval in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
• Invested an additional $8 million over 2 years through Nature Legacy to increase

capacity to detect North Atlantic right whales in near real-time
• Launched the $20 million Whale Safe Gear Adoption Fund to help harvesters transition

to whalesafe gear (i.e. weak breaking points or links). This fund also supports ropeless/
rope-on-demand technologies.

• Logged over 2,800 flight hours

2018
• Introduced a static and dynamic fishery area closures
• Introduced case-by-case measures to address sightings of three or more whales or a

mother and calf anywhere in Atlantic Canada and Quebec
• Introduced new mandatory requirements for harvesters to report lost gear and all marine

mammal interactions.
• Introduced new measures to reduce rope and to better track buoys
• Introduced new gear marking requirements for harvesters in Crab Fishing Area 12
• Changed the Marine Mammal Regulations to ensure vessels stay at least 100 m from

whales
• Invested in new whale detection technologies and new acoustic technologies, through

the Oceans Protection Plan, and significant resources through the Whales Initiative to
expand whale detection capacity and establish a dedicated research program on North
Atlantic right whales

• Supported industry-led pilot projects on new gear modifications to prevent
entanglements

• Invested $4.5 million over four years to support Marine Mammal Response capacity,
such as safety equipment and training across Canada

• Invested an additional $1 million per year (permanent) to support marine mammal
response organizations in Canada

• Logged 2,500 flight hours to detect right whales

2022
• Maintained 2021 closure protocols
• Continued working with harvesters, fishery by fishery, to test whalesafe gear to

support implementation by 2024
• Invested an additional $10 million in the Ghost Gear Fund, with a focus on ghost

gear retrieval in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
• Increased the number of near real-time acoustic devices for monitoring

DFO and disentanglement experts 
regarding the disentanglement of  
large whales, and to allow par-
ticipants to provide advice on gov-
ernment decision-making, such 
as disentanglement training and 
succession planning.

Transport Canada static and 
dynamic management areas

Transport Canada enforces 
static and dynamic management 
measures throughout much of  
the Gulf  of  St. Lawrence with 
special measures in place around 
Anticosti Island and through the 
Cabot Strait.  There are two sea-
sonal management areas around 
dynamic shipping area E and a 
mandatory restricted area where 
NARW have been known to gather 
in recent years and near the She-
diac Valley.  The map shows the 
static zones, in pink; the dynamic 
shipping zones, in green; the sea-
sonal management areas, in dark 
pink; the trial voluntary slow-
down zone, in grey; the restricted 
area, in dark blue; and the 36.57 m 
(20 fathom) shallow water proto-
col line.

These NARW mitigation mea-
sures require extensive coordina-
tion with lobster harvester asso-
ciations and the shipping industry 
and are constantly being analyzed 
for effectiveness and improve-
ment.  The following graphic out-
lines the evolution of  the fisheries 
management measures since 2017:

The recent annual migration of  
the NARW to the Gulf  of  St. Law-
rence has changed how lobster 
harvesters and supporting gov-
ernment departments undertake 
the Canadian lobster fishery.  Ca-
nadian governments and lobster 
harvesters have invested heav-
ily in the development and imple-
mentation of  these measures de-
signed to protect the endangered 
NARW and will continue to do 
what is necessary to find the bal-
ance between protecting whales 
and the livelihoods of  thousands 
of  eastern Canadians living in 
hundreds of  coastal communities.  

• Introduced a static and dynamic fishery area closures
• Introduced case-by-case measures to address sightings of three or more 

whales or a mother and calf anywhere in Atlantic Canada and Quebec
• Introduced new mandatory requirements for harvesters to report lost gear 

and all marine mammal interactions.
• Introduced new measures to reduce rope and to better track buoys
• Introduced new gear marking requirements for harvesters in Crab Fishing 

Area 12
• Changed the Marine Mammal Regulations to ensure vessels stay at least 100 

m from whales
• Invested in new whale detection technologies and new acoustic technologies, 

through the Oceans Protection Plan, and significant resources through 
the Whales Initiative to expand whale detection capacity and establish a 
dedicated research program on North Atlantic right whales

• Supported industry-led pilot projects on new gear modifications to prevent 
entanglements

• Invested $4.5 million over four years to support Marine Mammal Response 
capacity, such as safety equipment and training across Canada

• Invested an additional $1 million per year (permanent) to 
support marine mammal response organizations in Canada

• Logged 2,500 flight hours to detect right whales

• Introduced a new season-long closure area protocol
• Expanded the dynamic fishery closure area into the Bay of Fundy
• Introduced mandatory gear markings for all fix gear fisheries in Eastern 

Canada
• Started authorizing rope-less gear trials in closed areas
• Created a $8.3 million Ghost Gear Fund, to assist in the retrieval and 

recycling of harmful ghost gear from the ocean.
• Logged over 2,500 flight hours

• Maintained 2021 closure protocols
• Continued working with harvesters, fishery by fishery, to test whalesafe gear 

to support implementation by 2024
• Invested an additional $10 million in the Ghost Gear Fund, with a focus on 

ghost gear retrieval in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
• Increased the number of near real-time acoustic devices for monitoring

• Amended the static fishery closure to cover an area where 90% of right 
whales were spotted in 2017

• Expanded the dynamic fishery closure area to cover the entire Gulf of St. 
Laurence

• Introduced new temporary fishery closure restrictions in shallow waters (less 
than 20 fathoms)

• Organized a gear retrieval operation in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, which 
removed over 100 traps and almost 10km (six miles) of rope.

• Increased surveillance via aircraft, drones, and underwater gliders and 
acoustic devices

• Logged 3,000 flight hours

• Modified closure protocols for greater certainty on the continued presence of 
whales in closed areas

• Established a new technical working group for harvesters, right whale 
experts, and departmental o¨cials

• Invested an additional $8.4 million in the Ghost Gear Fund, with a focus on 
ghost gear retrieval in the Gulf of St. Lawrence

• Invested an additional $8 million over 2 years through Nature Legacy to 
increase capacity to detect North Atlantic right whales in near real-time

• Launched the $20 million Whale Safe Gear Adoption Fund to help harvesters 
transition to whalesafe gear (i.e. weak breaking points or links). This fund also 
supports ropeless/rope-on-demand technologies.

• Logged over 2,800 flight hours
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As my time as AOLA President 
has come to the end, I wanted to 
take a moment to reflect on the 
last 10 years serving AOLA and 
the industry. There certainly 
were many challenges the Asso-
ciation faced during my tenure 
on the Board. Starting with area 
two, then the southern New Eng-
land collapse, followed by the 
monument and coral closures, 
and then, of course, the right 
whale issue. These were the ma-
jor issues, but there were always 
other items on the agenda such 
as gear conflict, bait supplies, 
wind farms, and the Covid pan-
demic.

In fact, there is so much more 
to fisheries management than I 
ever thought. As a fisherman, I 
always thought that regulatory 
procedure was pretty much cut 
and dried. But low and behold it 
is quite a process with so much 
to learn and keep track of and 
relationships to foster in order 
to best advocate for fisher- men. 
Meeting and working with all 
the State Directors and as part 
of the Atlan- tic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Team were eye-
opening experiences. The one 
thing that I pride myself on most 
is that the Association, at all 
times, represent- ed the entire 
offshore lobster industry, not 
just its membership. I feel this 
ap- proach helped strengthen the 
Association and attract broader 
membership.

Speaking of members, I want 
to thank all of our associate 

members for their continued 
financial support throughout 
the years. Without their annual 
contri- butions the association 
would not have been able to suc-
cessfully take on so many issues 
of importance to the fleet.

Working with David Borden 
and Heidi Henninger has been 
the most pleasant part of being 
President of AOLA. More times 
than I can remember those two 
put in 40 to 60 hour weeks with-
out a complaint. If not for the two 
of them, the Association would 
not be where it is today. For Da-
vid, I wish him the very best 
with his retirement and hope 
that he enjoys his new boat and 
his grandchildren. And for Heidi 
I am sure she will be an asset for 
whoever is lucky enough to em- 
ploy her. I thank you both.

I wish the new Board of Direc-
tors great success in their future 

endeavors. I wish I could say that 
the challenges thrown at the in-
dustry are going to slow down, 
but I honestly don’t see it happen-
ing. The whale issue is going to 
be ongoing, and the wind issue is 
in our backyard already. There’s 
climate change and changing 
species distributions to worry 
about, and I suspect new issues 
we haven’t even considered right 
around the horizon.

While I’m no longer an AOLA 
member, I plan to continue serv-
ing on the Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Team as an off-
shore lobster/jonah crab and red 
crab industry representative and 
as the Chairman of the ASMFC’s 
Lobster Advi- sory Panel in or-
der to advocate for our business-
es. Feel free to reach out to me at 
any time.

-Grant Moore

A message from Grant Moore
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+1 (508) 234-8715 . riverdale.com . sales@riverdale.com

• Proven Quality and Durability

• Precision Engineered 

• Fastest Fishing Mesh

• Unmatched Corrosion Resistance

• The High-liner’s Top Choice

Made in the USA - Trusted Worldwide

AQUAMESH®

by Riverdale Mills

Supporting the Lobster Industry for 43 Years 
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it was egregiously wrong”. The 
Court also took the rare step of  
critiquing Judge Boasberg, not-
ing, as we have argued all along, 
that “The district court bought 
the gambit, even as it purported 
to avoid a “deference debate.” 

In breaking down this argu-
ment, the Court noted that 
NFMS was “inconsistent” (a le-
gally nice word for lying) about 
the facts. First, it noted that 
NMFS had said repeatedly that 
nothing required it to use worst 
case scenarios, and then it sud-
denly decided that it had to use 
worst case scenarios. Second, it 
noted NMFS relied on one line 
of  legislative history (an issue 
we flagged) not the actual text of  
the statute, and that was entire-
ly unacceptable. Third, it noted 
that the cases cited by NMFS do 
not actually support what NMFS 
claimed it did. For these reasons, 
it found that NMFS acted arbi-
trary and capriciously such as 
to make the Biological Opinion 
illegal.

The Court, attacking the idea 
it had to defer to agencies, noted 
that its first duty is to interpret 
the law, and it cannot uphold an 
agency action contrary to law. 
Nothing in the ESA requires 
worst case scenarios, the Court 
determined, and thus, even 
though NMFS tried to claim 
that the Court had to defer on 
scientific questions (and that, it 
didn’t really use worst case sce-
narios because the result would 
be the same), NMFS was wrong. 
The Court also noted that NMFS 
completely failed to consider the 
severe economic damage that 
could befall the lobster industry, 
not consider the other worst-
case scenario that none of  the 
new technology it wants to man-
date would actually help. 

 Finally, the Court determined 

that the error was not harmless 
because the use of  worst-case 
scenarios tainted the entire Bio-
logical Opinion. It especially not-
ed how absurd it was for NMFS 
to allocate entanglements 50/50, 
when substantially more entan-
glements occurred in Canada 
and the Canadian data was out-
dated. 

Having ruled against NMFS, 
the Court next had to decide 
the remedy. It decided to vacate 
the Biological Opinion (requir-
ing NMFS to develop a new one) 
while remanding without vaca-
tur the Phase 1 Rule, which is 
what we argued for in our briefs. 
This allows the lobster industry 
to continue operating until a new 
Framework is developed in 2028. 
And the new Framework will 
necessarily have to follow the 
instructions contained in this 
opinion.

Ultimately, this is a huge win 
for the Lobster industry found-
ed on the arguments advanced 
were the ones our lawyers, Sam 
Blatchley, Dan Cragg, and Robby 

Dube of  Eckland & Blando LLP 
pushed for ever since we brought 
them onto the case. 

Some highlights from the 
Court’s opinion include:

“The service’s legal reasoning 
was not just wrong; it was egre-
giously wrong.”

“As any high school civics stu-
dent should know, legislators 
vote on and the president signs 
bills, not their legislative his-
tory. Statutory text and struc-
ture do not authorize [NMFS] to 
‘generally select the value that 
would lead to conclusions of  
higher, rather than lower, risk 
to endangered or threatened spe-
cies whenever it faces a plausible 
range of  values or competing 
analytical approaches. The stat-
ute is focused upon ‘likely’ out-
comes, not worst-case scenarios. 
It requires [NMFS] to use the 
best available scientific data, not 
the most pessimistic.”

With a nod to lobstermen, the 
Court wrote - “worst-case sce-
narios lie on all sides. It is not 
hard to indulge in one here: rope-

less fishing technologies, weak 
links, inserts, and trawls may 
not work; permanent fishery clo-
sures may be the only solution. 
The result may be great physical 
and human capital destroyed, 
and thousands of  jobs lost, with 
all the degradation that attends 
such dislocations.”

“Some of  the assumptions 
[NMFS] made along the way are 
quite important—as we have 
explained, [NMFS] ultimately 
concluded the lobster and Jo-
nah crab federal fisheries kill 46 
whale deaths per decade, a stag-
gering departure from the two 
documented deaths known to 
have originated in all U.S. fisher-
ies over a period of  nine years.”

NMFS could still appeal this 
ruling to the Supreme Court, or 
ask the entire D.C. Circuit to re-
consider, so we continue to moni-
tor the case as it develops. 

For the status on the MLA’s 
other legal proceedings, please 
read the Legal Defense Fund 

Updates found on page 36.  

Ruling
FROM PAGE 1

Daniel J. Cragg Samuel P. Blatchley Robert T. Dube
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Kathy Christian
kcmesh11@gmail.com

774-280-6638

• Lobster traps and supplies

• Trap kits completed

• Heads-cut, strung & hooped

• Recreational pots

• Fitec twine - 21, 24, & 27 Thread

• SeaMaster buoys, weights, runners,

all trap needs and more!
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Vineyard Wind, 700 Pleasant Street, Suite 510, New Bedford, MA 02740, USA, 508-717-8964

Download Plotter Files
Vineyard Wind 1 - Turbine Locations

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY EMAIL 
OR TEXT ALERTS OF OFFSHORE 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN 
THE LEASE AREA.
SIGN UP TODAY!
EMAIL US AT INFO@VINEYARDWIND.COM
SIGN UP FOR EMAIL/TEXT ALERTS AT
VINEYARDWIND.COM/FISHERIES#SIGNUP

VINEYARD WIND CONTACTS
Crista Bank, Fisheries Manager:  cbank@vineyardwind com, 508-525-0421
Jeannot Smith, Marine Liaison:  jsmith@vineyardwind.com, 904-613-0134
Travis Lowery, Fisheries Liaison:  tlowery@vineyardwind.com, 508-728-4529

Timezero - WindPlot
Google Earth, Olex, Furuno, Lowrance, Garmin and many others.
Electronic Plotter files that are compatible with di§erent navigation systems can be 
downloaded from the online map viewer by entering http://www.quintham.com or by following 
the QR code on the left.
The downloadable file includes scour protection locations of:
62 Planned Wind Turbine Generator (WTG) foundations
1 Electrical Service Platform (ESP) foundation
1 Passive Acoustic Monitoring Device location (PAM)
1 Potential Unexploded Ordnance location (pUXO)

Local Assistance
Vineyard Wind will also provide USB thumb drives with the data by 
contacting Fisheries Manager Crista Bank. If you would like assis-
tance in installing these files onto your navigation system,
please contact the following people:
New Bedford, MA - John Verissimo,  Cell: 774-328-5676
Point Judith, RI - Tony Faciano,  Cell: 401-742-8205

EMIN Technical Support
Quintham US Oªce Tel:  959-444-8080
Email:  support@quintham.com
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The nation’s eight regional 
fishery management coun-
cils (Councils) have released a 
first-ever synthesis of  conser-
vation areas in federal waters 
of  the United States.  The re-
port, located on https://www.
fisherycouncils.org/area-
based-management, identifies 
hundreds of  conservation areas 
covering nearly three quarters 
of  federal waters. These findings 
demonstrate that a large portion 
of  federal waters are protected 
from fishing activities that could 
negatively impact the environ-
ment.

The report was developed with 
the goal of  identifying conserva-
tion areas that should be includ-
ed in the American Conservation 
and Stewardship Atlas (Atlas). 
Development of  the Atlas is one 
component of  the Biden Admin-
istration’s America the Beau-
tiful initiative, which aims to 
conserve 30% of  U.S. lands and 
waters by 2030. According to the 
Biden Administration, the Atlas 
will be a “tool through which to 
measure the progress of  conser-
vation, stewardship, and resto-
ration efforts across the United 
States.”  The Council Coordina-
tion Committee (CCC), consist-
ing of  leadership from the eight 
fishery management councils, 
formed an Area-Based Manage-
ment Subcommittee in May 2021 

to identify conservation areas in 
federal waters.  

“Our subcommittee produced 
a first-of-its-kind, groundbreak-
ing, and highly detailed analysis 
of  the conservation areas devel-
oped by all eight regional fisher-
ies management councils under 
our authority mandated by the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act,” said 
Eric Reid, Chair of  the CCC Ar-
ea-Based Management Subcom-
mittee. “These conservation ar-
eas are designed to maintain the 
productivity and biodiversity of  
marine ecosystems and balance 
fishery access to a wide variety 
of  user groups.”

Areas under consideration 
were subject to a newly devel-
oped, rigorous review process 
that included defining a “conser-
vation area” and then screening 
each area relative to qualifying 
criteria based on a combination 
of  international standards for 
conservation and the America 
the Beautiful principles. 

Based on those criteria, the 
subcommittee identified a total 
of  648 conservation areas cover-
ing more than 72%, or nearly 3.4 
million square miles, of  federal 
waters. The report includes an 
in-depth examination of  fishing 
gear restrictions, with a focus on 
various configurations of  “bot-
tom tending” gear which contact 
the sea floor. According to the re-

port, bottom trawling is prohib-
ited in over half  of  U.S. federal 
waters, and over a third of  the 
U.S. federal waters include pro-
hibitions on all bottom tending 
gears.   

Appendix A of  the report in-
cludes summaries and maps 
of  each Council’s conservation 
areas. Appendix B provides ad-
ditional details and links, an 
evaluation relative to the eight 
America the Beautiful princi-
ples, and an effectiveness check-
list. For those interested in ex-
ploring the maps more closely, 
the subcommittee also developed 
an interactive “dashboard” tool 
to serve as a companion to the 
report. The dashboard is a work 
in progress and will continue to 
be refined in the months to come. 

“The CCC strongly encour-
ages NOAA and other agencies 
involved in Atlas development 

to incorporate the conservation 
areas identified in the report,” 
said Dr. Greg Stunz, CCC Chair. 
“By including these areas in the 
Atlas, the U.S. effectively demon-
strates how the Councils’ fishery 
management measures directly 
result in improved conservation 
outcomes that benefit sustain-
able fisheries, other marine spe-
cies, and habitats.” 

For more information, please 
visit the Area-Based Manage-
ment webpage here: https://
www.fisherycouncils.org/
area-based-management. 

Contact Michelle Bachman or 
Eric Reid with technical ques-
tions about CCC Area-Based 
Management efforts and prod-
ucts.  

Use this list of  regional con-
tacts for media inquiries or gen-
eral questions.

U.S. Fishery Management Council Report 
Finds More than 72% of Federal Waters 
Classified as “Conservation Areas”

Conservation areas in the U.S. federal waters
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Leading Light Wind is an 
American-led offshore wind 
project that will bring locally 
sourced renewable energy  
to the East Coast.

Invenergy is the largest privately held global developer,  
owner, and operator of sustainable energy solutions and 
has successfully developed more than 30 gigawatts of 
clean energy generation projects that are in operation, 
construction, or contracted. This includes over 890 
megawatts of solar, wind, and advanced storage projects 
in New York.

energyRe is a leading independent clean energy company 
focused on solving complex challenges and providing clean 
energy solutions. energyRe was founded by the principals 
of Related Companies, one of the largest private owners 
and preservationists of affordable housing in New York 
and the United States—reflecting their commitment to 
empowering local communities.

Developed by lead developer Invenergy and New York-
based co-developer energyRe, Leading Light Wind will 
build on our track record of innovation in sustainable 
American infrastructure and impactful community 
engagement to advance public health, create good-
paying jobs, and support our local supply chain. 

800,000
homes powered annually

2,100 MW
generated

PROJECT POTENTIAL
Acquired the lease from the Bureau of 

      Ocean Energy Management in early 2022

The approximately 84,000 acre lease is 
       located 40 miles east of Atlantic City 
       and 80 miles south of Long Island

Turbines are not expected to be 
       visible from shore

Conducting comprehensive surveys and             
       research to inform environmentally sound 
       project decisions throughout project lifetime

Forecasted Schedule

Why Leading Light Wind?

2022 2027 2030

Development
Ongoing community engagement; 
establish community benefits 
program; complete comprehensive 
environmental survey program; 
and, secure required permits and 
investments.

Construction
Create thousands of jobs through 
construction of onshore components 
and Operations & Maintenance (O&M) 
infrastructure, and manufacturing and 
installation of offshore components.

Operations
Create 100+ long-term O&M jobs 
and generate 2,100MW to support 
state clean energy goals.

CONTACT US: Sign Up for Updates

@leadinglightOSW

601 W 26th Street | Suite 1420 | New York, NY 10001

@leadinglightwind

leadinglightwind.com

info@leadinglightwind.com

As the only American-led project in the NY Bight, we have an unmatched 
commitment to advancing a domestic offshore wind industry that secures 
American competitiveness in the global market.

We are proven partners that deliver innovative, stakeholder-driven renewable energy 
projects, as evidenced through our Clean Path New York project. Invenergy and 
energyRe’s clean energy leadership leverages our team’s deep experience in the 
region to bring unparalleled expertise in advancing state climate change goals.

We’re poised to deliver billions in economic benefits and workforce 
opportunities that champion our commitment to labor, supporting thousands 
of full-time jobs, strengthening workforce training, and uplifting frontline 
communities. In New York, we have proposed a plan for over $13B in economic 
benefits and more than 25,000 job years.

We are creating a community benefits program with up to 
$300M in funding that will drive stakeholder-directed community 
empowerment initiatives in local communities.

Charting an 
American-led 
Clean Energy 
Future

Proven Track 
Record

A Bold Vision for 
Economic Benefits

Accelerating a 
Just Transition
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Forecasted Schedule

Why Leading Light Wind?

2022 2027 2030

Development
Ongoing community engagement; 
establish community benefits 
program; complete comprehensive 
environmental survey program; 
and, secure required permits and 
investments.

Construction
Create thousands of jobs through 
construction of onshore components 
and Operations & Maintenance (O&M) 
infrastructure, and manufacturing and 
installation of offshore components.

Operations
Create 100+ long-term O&M jobs 
and generate 2,100MW to support 
state clean energy goals.

CONTACT US: Sign Up for Updates

@leadinglightOSW

601 W 26th Street | Suite 1420 | New York, NY 10001

@leadinglightwind

leadinglightwind.com

info@leadinglightwind.com

As the only American-led project in the NY Bight, we have an unmatched 
commitment to advancing a domestic offshore wind industry that secures 
American competitiveness in the global market.

We are proven partners that deliver innovative, stakeholder-driven renewable energy 
projects, as evidenced through our Clean Path New York project. Invenergy and 
energyRe’s clean energy leadership leverages our team’s deep experience in the 
region to bring unparalleled expertise in advancing state climate change goals.

We’re poised to deliver billions in economic benefits and workforce 
opportunities that champion our commitment to labor, supporting thousands 
of full-time jobs, strengthening workforce training, and uplifting frontline 
communities. In New York, we have proposed a plan for over $13B in economic 
benefits and more than 25,000 job years.

We are creating a community benefits program with up to 
$300M in funding that will drive stakeholder-directed community 
empowerment initiatives in local communities.

Charting an 
American-led 
Clean Energy 
Future

Proven Track 
Record

A Bold Vision for 
Economic Benefits

Accelerating a 
Just Transition

We are creating a community benefi ts program with 
up to $300M in funding that will drive stakeholder-
directed community empowerment initiatives in local 
communities.
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a plan for over $13B in economic benefi ts and more 
than 25,000 job years.
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WATERFRONT:
Your Marine Network
Free, real-time, streamlined information
to your fingertips - all in one place.

WATERFRONT is a free and 
easy-to-use mobile applica-
tion that gives full visibility of  
marine information, ensuring 
better situational awareness 
on the water. It enables direct 
and secure communication 
with marine stakeholders – al-
lowing you to grow your ma-
rine network.

The biggest threats to suc-
cessful fishing are lack of  in-
formation, lack of  communica-
tion, and challenges to safety at 
sea. WATERFRONT empowers 

fishermen by giving them the 
full picture of  what is happen-
ing in their marine backyard. 
If  you want to have stream-
lined up-to-date offshore wind 
activity notifications on a live 
map, overlayed with AIS traf-
fic, nautical charts, LORAN 
lines and more; then WATER-
FRONT is for you. If  you want 
to be able to engage directly 
with ocean users, including 
offshore wind developers and 
other fishermen, with full au-
tonomy and privacy; then WA-
TERFRONT is for you. If  you 

want to have control your ma-
rine data for your benefit; then 
WATERFRONT is for you.

WATERFRONT works both 
onshore and offshore, online 
and offline. You will always 
have the most relevant ma-
rine data at your fingertips. 
WATERFRONT makes it easy 
for you to manage your pri-
vacy and notification settings, 
enabling you to get the infor-
mation you need, the way you 
want.

WATERFRONT is free to download, 
available on both the Apple App Store 
and Google Play Store.
3 Easy Steps:
1. Register Your Vessel
Insert your Vessel Name and Documentation Number. Add 
crew members to your Vessel.

2. Customize Your Experience
Define your Areas of Interest, filter News Feeds, select 
between Map Overlays, and choose Chat Visibility. 
Streamline customized notifications to your fingertips.

3. Plug Into Your Marine Network
Connect to a real-time Marine Network. All the information 
you need in one place.

DOWNLOAD APP
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Rose Marine

877-283-3334 Gloucester, Mass

www.rosesmarine.com

Call Peter Tetrault for a shafting quote

• Best Pricing 
• Largest Inventory
• Fastest Turnaround

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts
& Accessories

Hydraulic Hoisting Winches

2850 lb & 10,000 lb
Hoisting Capacity

IN STOCK  

Engine Cooling Pumps

Quality Oil Coolers

Made in the U.S.A

Gresen25P W4
35 GPM – SS Spool

Commercial
DVA20 – 40 GPM
DVA35 – 60 GPM

Hydraulic Valves in Stock

Cross SBA2
30 GPM - Replaces SPW4

Bilge Pumps Clutch driven wash-down.

70 PSI washdown pumps!

12 gauge Trap Repair 
Wire

In Stock   6”- $99
13”- $159
16”- $179

Prices based on current stock.

Combo Shaft Zinc & Line Cutters

From ¾” to 3” Shaft Dia

“Steel Haul” 3/8” Sink Rope in Stock 

$155 per

1200’ Coil
Prices based on current stock.
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MLA 1963 - IN THE BEGINNING...
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Legal Defense 
Fund Updates

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Associa-
tion (MLA) Legal Defense Fund (LDF) needs 
your support now more than ever.  This dedi-
cated fund is for the purpose of  defending the 
Massachusetts commercial lobster fi shermen 
from legal and fi sheries management actions 
that could seriously impact our commercial 
lobstermen’s ability to conduct their business-
es and earn a living.

Currently, the MLA is actively engaged 
in three separate lawsuits that could have 
negative impacts on the commercial lobster 
industry and is working with multiple lawyers 
in Washington D.C. and here in the Common-
wealth to fi ght for you and your industry.

UPDATE JUNE 23, 2023  — (Washington D.C.) Case 
1:18-cv-00112-JEB - CENTER FOR BIOLOGI-
CAL DIVERSITY et al v. ROSS et al.

On May 16, 2023, NMFS moved to dismiss 
Judge Boasberg’s Order requiring it to create 
a new Biological Opinion by the end of  2024 
and dismissing the remainder of  the NGOs 
claims. NMFS’s basis for doing this was claim-
ing that the Consolidated Appropriations Act 
doesn’t require a new Biological Opinion until 
2028, making the decision moot. This is an 
almost identical argument to the one NMFS 
raised to the D.C. Circuit, which has not yet 
ruled on the motion to dismiss. 

Given this, we asked the Court to stay brief-
ing on the motion to dismiss until the D. C. 
Circuit has ruled. 

The Court granted out motion to stay, delay-
ing briefi ng until after the D.C. Circuit ruled. 
However, in the ruling, the Court said its order 
requiring a new Biological Opinion by Decem-
ber 2024 was no longer operative, giving clear 
relief  to the lobstermen. Now that the D.C. 
Circuit has ruled, we expect briefi ng to com-
mence shortly. 

UPDATE JUNE 23, 2023  — (E.D. Louisiana.) Case 
No. 2:23-cv-00796; Sawyer, et al.  v. Monterrey 
Bay Aquarium, et al. 

MLA members Sooky Sawyer, Jarrett Drake, 
Bill Souza, and Eric Meschino led the charge 
against the Monterrey Bay Aquarium’s false 
and defamatory statements about the lobster 
industry and our fi shing practices. Through 
MLA counsel, Sawyer, Drake, Souza, and Me-
schino fi led a class action lawsuit in Louisiana 
under Louisiana’s food libel laws, which forbid 
false statements about aquacultural prod-
ucts. The lawsuit alleges that Monterrey Bay, 

and the Marine Stewardship Council, falsely 
claimed that our lobster fi sheries are killing 
the Right Whale, which we all know is untrue 
and refl ects an arrogant ignorance about the 
numerous practices we have implemented to 
protect the Right Whale over the years. Let us 
be clear, we are just as committed to protect-
ing the Right Whale as any NGO, which is 
why the false statements against us cannot be 
allowed to go unanswered. 

On April 21, 2023, Monterey Bay Aquarium 
fi led a Motion to Transfer due to Improper 
Venue or Lack of  Personal Jurisdiction, claim-
ing that the Aquarium has no contacts in Loui-
siana that make it subject to a lawsuit there. 
These arguments are based on the principle 
that, in order for a court in this country to 
exercise power over a party, there must be a 
suffi ciently strong connection between either 
that party or the acts underlying the lawsuit 
and the particular state the court sits in. The 
Aquarium argues that because it is located in 
California, the harm occurred in Massachu-
setts, and it lacks business ties in Louisiana, 
that a Louisiana court cannot exercise author-
ity over it.

We countered that the Aquarium does have 
business contacts—substantial business con-
tacts—with the state of  Louisiana. The com-
panies that have refused to continue to buy 
your lobster, like Whole Foods, HelloFresh, 
and Blue Apron, are all corporate “partners” 
of  Monterey Bay Aquarium. It is our position 
that, given the corporate relationship between 
the Aquarium and these huge companies do-
ing business in Louisiana, the Aquarium could 
have reasonably foreseen being called into 
court in Louisiana, and therefore the court 
has the authority to exercise its power over 
the Aquarium. That is the position we took 
with our Response, which was fi led on May 16, 
2023.

After fi ling our Response on May 16, 2023, 
which asserted that Monterey Bay Aquarium’s 
corporate partner relationship with Louisiana 
businesses justifi ed calling them into court in 
Louisiana, Monterey Bay Aquarium sought 
leave to fi le supplemental briefi ng, and at-
tempted to argue that the Aquarium lacks 
the ability to enforce its purchasing decrees; 
therefore, because the Aquarium has no real 
control, they should not be dragged into court 
in a state that their partners operate in. That 
reply brief  was fi led on May 23.

We too sought leave to fi le supplemental 
briefi ng, in which we argued that whether the 
Aquarium can truly enforce its purchasing 
decrees on Whole Foods and other partners 
is irrelevant. All that matters is that, per the 
corporate partnership arrangement, partners 
such as Whole Foods have agreed to follow 
the word of  the Aquarium. Whether or not 
the Aquarium is able to hold the partners 
to that agreement does not matter; all that 
matters is that such an agreement is in place 
to begin with. And to dispel any doubt about 
the control the Aquarium exercises over its 
partners, we submitted photographs taken 
in a Louisiana Whole Foods, in which the 
store proudly displays its connections to the 
Aquarium. These photographs are important 
because they not only demonstrate the control 
the Aquarium exhibits over its partners, but 
also that the aquarium specifi cally publishes 
its Seafood Watch materials in the jurisdiction. 
We fi led this sur-reply on June 9.

Unsurprisingly, the Aquarium fi led a sur-re-
ply of  their own on June 15 in which they once 
again attempted to downplay the connection 
between themselves and their partner com-
panies. Although they objected to our use of  
the photographs, they did not directly respond 
to the substance of  the photographs. They 
also continue to attempt to muddy the waters 
on what “control” over a partner company 
actually looks like, insisting that because the 
Aquarium has no recourse to punish a part-
ner that does not follow its instructions (and 
by the way, we don’t actually know that that 
assertion is true), the Aquarium doesn’t really 
control its partners. Our position continues to 
be that the Aquarium confl ates “control” with 
the ability to punish, and that the Aquarium 
very obviously has the ability to control what 
seafood its partners refrain from purchasing.

We continue to await a ruling on the Motion 
to Transfer. 

If  you are a Massachusetts lobsterman 
interested in joining the Massachusetts class 
action, please contact the MLA.

The commercial lobstermen’s businesses are 
at stake as well as the thousands of  jobs and 
shore side businesses that depend upon the 
continued success of  the commercial lobster 
industry.  The commercial lobstermen in Mas-
sachusetts are NOT to the problem and have 
done everything asked of  them by National 
Marine Fisheries Service and have been work-
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT!

JULY 2023 SUPPORTERS

A1 Eagles
Eric Lorentzen

Therese Sauvageau

DONATE
TODAY!

ing under the strictest conservation rules for 
the right whales anywhere in the world since 
2014.  Yet here we are, still fi ghting these law-
suits to keep the Massachusetts commercial 
lobstermen fi shing.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Asso-
ciation has been actively involved in these 
lawsuits since 2018 and we need your generous 
support today to continue our fi ght to keep 
the commercial lobstermen fi shing.  As we all 
know, any legal action costs lots of  money and 
over the last 5 years the Massachusetts Lob-
stermen’s Association Legal Defense Fund has 
spent over $300,000 fi ghting these legal battles.  
These are real threats to the historic and 
iconic commercial lobster industry and we are 
doing everything to keep the Massachusetts 
commercial lobstermen fi shing.

WHERE TO MAKE DONATIONS

Any contribution you can afford to make to 
the Legal Defense Fund is greatly appreciated.

Donate by mail:

MLA LDF
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066

Donate online:

www.lobstermen.com

– In the Members section, select Dues/Donate.

CLASS ACTION INFORMATION INTEREST FORM

Please fi ll out the following information to receive updates on the 
putative class action against the Monterey Bay Aquarium and Marine 
Stewardship Counsel.

This is NOT a class action sign-up sheet.

The prospective class defi nition is already as follows: “[a]ll Massachusetts-
based lobstermen who experienced a drop in income reasonably attributable 
to the actions of  Monterey Bay Aquarium and Seafood Watch.” We have 
reserved the right to amend this defi nition should discovery in this case 
warrant it. Should the judge certify this class, if  you fi t the above defi nition, 
you will be considered a member of  the class. 

Filling out this form does NOT create an attorney-client
relationship. Filling out this form does NOT make you
a member of the prospective class. This form is for the

receipt of information regarding the lawsuit ONLY.

If  you are interested in receiving information regarding this lawsuit, 
please fi ll out the following information and return this form by mail to
the MLA at 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066:

NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:  ____________________________________________________________

EMAIL:  ______________________________________________________________________

STATE FISHING PERMIT NUMBER:  __________________________________________

FISHING AREA:  ______________________________________________________________

FEDERAL FISHING PERMIT NUMBER (if  applicable)  ___________________________

WHO YOU SELL YOUR LOBSTER TO: 
(if  applicable, please use additional lines if  necessary)

1. ___________________________________

2. ___________________________________

3. ___________________________________
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MLA Classifieds Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00.

Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA o¨ce to renew.
781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com

*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

AD #1 (5/23) FOR SALE – 55’ wooden o¬shore 
lobster boat with 2 fresh 671s. Just o¬ railway. Boat 
is turnkey. In very good condition. Full electronics 
and safety gear. Asking 70k OBO. Also have NJ conch 
license and conch pots could make deal with purchase 
of boat. Boat and gear ready to fish. Also have Virginia 
Commercial Registration License. Call Joe at 609 233 
4255

AD#2 (3/23) FOR SALE – Trap Trailer 6×12 can hold 
approx. 50-3 footers. Good shape. $1,200.00 Call Ben 
at 978-578-8882.

AD#3 (4/23) FOR SALE – Hydraulic Components, 
parts and service. Pumps, Motors, Valves and 
Accessories. Hydraulic Hoses made while you wait. 
Great Prices–Same day service (in many cases)-Wide 
selection of in-stock items. Rebuilt items occasionally 
available. ROSE MARINE, Gloucester, MA 877-283-
3334.

AD#4 (2/23) FOR SALE – 150 Lobster Traps-
Starboard haul 12-gauge body hauling-10-gauge 
end-center bridge-shrimp mesh-shark mesh in parlor-
yellow wire-50- 3 years old w/5 vents-100- 4 years old 
w/3 vents Call for details-Rick 774-218-4701

AD#5 (3/23) FOR SALE – KC Trap & Mesh– Traps-
Heads-Finished Kits. Call for more information. 
774.280.6638

AD#6 (3/23) FOR SALE – 1981 50 Ft., Jersey Boat- 
Twin disc 507- Detroit 671- Needs wiring & electronics. 
BRO $25,000.00 Call for more info-781.834.6733

AD#7 (2/23) FOR SALE –  50 lobster traps 36 
+221/2+15 3 concrete bricks pt runners good shape 
shrimp mesh twine call 978 774 4074 after 6. $45 
each.

AD#8 (3/23) FOR SALE – 38 ft Novi fiberglass 
over wood- John Deere 6068. 225hp 5,670 hours 
on Engine-Steams @8.5/9 knots 14” hauler Simrad 
Autopilot Inside/Outside steering stations- 150 gal 
fuel tank- Lobster tank holds 600lbs. Furuno GP-39 
S inside- Furuno GP- 32 GPS outside- Furuno Radar, 
Furuno FCV-292 color video sounder-2VHF. Inside/
Outside 2 computer monitors, one face inside- other 
faces outside steering station. Very quiet engine. 
Asking $15,000.00 Call- 978-290-9929.

AD#9 (5/23) FOR SALE – Wooden conch pots and 
repair stock made to order – 774-201-0712

AD#10 (5/23) FOR SALE – 1977 Dyer Fiberglass 
29ft lobster boat, currently on dry dock until May 20 
in East Boston. The engine is a 5-year-old 351 Ford 
gas engine w/new overhauled gear by Nopper Marine. 
Currently, the engine & gear were removed from 
boat. Recently rebuilt hydraulic steering pump & new 
stern bearing as well as one new fuel tank. Good deck 
room for a smaller boat. 15 4 ft trawls or 45 4ft take 
home capacity. Could be used as lobster or sports 
fishing boat.  2 fuel tanks approx 60 gal. total. Two 
hauler stations (electric & or hydraulic option) Private 
showings only. Tom 617-504-4153. BRO.

AD#11 (3/23) FOR SALE – Warp–Used & some new, 
mostly knot free. 76 lbs. 5/16, 33 lbs. 3/18 $99 takes 
all 508-269-1406 Plymouth.

AD#12 (4/23) LOOKING for a site on an o¬shore 
lobster boat. I have 5 years’ experience lobstering 
& other fishing experience. Reliable, dependable & 
ready to go fishing. Call/ text 518-804-5264 or email 
j95merritt@gmail.com

AD#13 (5/23) TAKING OFFERS on TRAPS located 
in GLOUCESTER – 100, 40 1/2” X 24” X 15” Single 
parlor traps, Color RED, Jungle wood runners, 70 of 
them were fished 5 months on soft bottom, 30 of 

them never in the water.  50, 48”X 22 1/2” X 15” Double 
parlor traps. Color YELLOW, Jungle wood runners, 40 
of them fished one season, 10 of them never in water.  
Pictures available by text. Bob at 508 284 5896

AD#14 (5/23) FOR SALE – 12” hauler stainless 
steel plates 10 gal., hydraulic tank aluminum Davit 
which hauler can be mounted on $1000.00 Call Tom 
781-831-1609

AD#15 (3/23) FOR SALE – 100 Totes-Brand New 
Bait Net, Numerous buoys-all sizes, Bait Barrels, Two 
Trailers, Compressor, Numerous tools, too many to list. 
Call for more info & pricing 781.834.6733

AD#16 (3/23) FOR SALE – 115 Lobster Traps. 48 x 24 
x 15 Jungle wood runners-Some patches ready to fish. 
$20.00 Call 508-367-0757

AD#17 (6/23) FOR SALE – 200 used traps 13 1/2 x 21 
1/2 x 39” $25.00 per trap. Call 401-635-4371

AD#18 (5/23) FOR SALE – 3/32 7×7 Bottom 
Longline galvanized cable, 20,000 ft (2spools) new 
with electric reels. $600. 2 Hydro Slave Standard 
Boom Winches  400- 20 3ft x 22in Shrimp Mesh 
Lobster Pots $35. each – Bill @ 508-264-1076

AD#19 (2/23) FOR SALE – 1980 Bob Rich 40 wooden 
lobster boat. 471 Detroit diesel, twin disc gear, hydro-
slave pot hauler w/diverter valve for other fisheries. 
Two 75-gal fuel tanks (fiberglass) under deck, full 
cabin, GPS, Furuno depth sounder, VHF radio, MA 
coastal Area 1 lobster permit, 800 trap. Federal Area 1 
lobster permit w/endorsements (groundfish/dogfish) 
800 pot limit. 140 wire lobster traps, some never 
used (brand new) 60-70 buoys, extra ropes, safety 
equipment, sea anchor, 12 fiberglass ski¬, misc.; 
lobster related equipment, spare propeller (never 
used) trap related repair equipment. $65,000.00 firm 
Call Bill at 781-834-7418

AD#20 (5/23) FOR SALE – 30 4’ Traps 48x24x13 1/2 
Color White-Call 508-577-4868

AD#21 (5/23) FOR SALE – MA Conch pot license w/ 
history. Best o¬er over 30K -Call 774-775-2827

AD#22 (5/23) FOR SALE –38 ft fiberglass Atkinson 
NOVI, Gloucester Ma., alum/glass windows, rebuilt by 
Downeast Diesel 6081 JD 375 hp/1500 hrs., ZF trans, 
2 steer stations, 14” ss pot hauler, ss davit, gear locker, 
4 bunks, life raft, EPERB, 295 Furuno color machine, 
Furuno radar, Northstar GPS 952, Sinrad auto pilot, 
wash down, 2 ss fuel tanks – 200 gallons – 1000 lb 
lobster tank very well maintained, motivated seller 
$130,000.00 OBO Cell 781-424-6946

AD#23 (2/23) FOR SALE – Package deal preferred, 
lobster boat, license & gear. Boat-south shore 30, 
fiberglass Cummins engine w/ electronics, fished 
every year. Coastal permit 800 pot limit. Gear- about 
200 pots w/ rope in good condition. Lots of extra 
buoys & sticks. Health reasons force sale. Asking 
$59,000. Negotiable. 617-688-6720. Text is best, 
phone messages get lost.

AD#24 (2/23) FOR SALE – LMA-1 Federal lobster 
permit, 800 trap allocation, good history $35,000.00 
978-578-8882.

AD#25 (3/23) LINE FOR SALE – 3-10 pot trawls of 
7/16”Everson line-14 Fathom between traps-7/16” 
gangions-2 – 20 F x3/8 “buoy lines-In totes included 
-$60.00 / trawl Joel @ 781 581 0324 or E-mail 
joel.w.marie@gmail.com.

AD#26 (3/23) FOR SALE – 5” Superior hauling 
block-Aluminum construction with stainless sheave 
$250.00 Joel @ 781 581 0324 or E-mail joel.w.marie@
gmail.com.

AD#27 (3/23) FOR SALE – Spare new stainless 

sheave for 5” Superior block-$150.00  Joel @ 781-581-
0324 or E-mail joel.w.marie@gmail.com.

AD#28 (6/23) FOR SALE – 1990 42 ft PEI lobster 
boat in excellent condition. Cummins 8.3L -6 CTA w/ 
ZF gear. 1700 hours on each. Electronics, safety gear, 
very well equipped.700 Brooks Trap Mill custom traps. 
3/8 Everson ground line, & whale safe compliant end 
lines, Hi flyers and tide balls. State & federal licenses. 
As of June 1st, all gear in the water. Baited, tagged 
and fishing. Buy today and fish tomorrow Complete 
package $290,000. Will separate Boat $210,000, 
traps $75,000. state license $30,000. and fed license 
$40,000. Call 978-745-6182, leave message. Serious 
inquiries only.

AD#29 (3/23) FOR SALE – Selling two used -1-inch 
Jabsco pumps. Pump 1 is on a 4-inch pulley, belt 
driven with mounting bracket – pump 2 has a 12 volt 
clutch. $100. each. Also, a 2 inch direct gear driven 
Jabsco raw water pump -$150. Also, a used 24 inch 
chrome destroyer type steering wheel with a 3/4 
tapered shaft. $100.00   Call 781-929-3837

AD#30 (4/23) FOR SALE – Complete lobster 
business. Area 1 MA State license 800 trap allocation 
with long history. Dog and shellfish endorsement. 
1987 Gummond 31’ with 12’ beam enclosed cabin with 
“bus” heater 12kts cruise with 20+top end Cummings 
re-manufactured “Diamond” version 370 HP with 
3500 hours.  300+ traps with ropes and bouys. 14ft 
tender with 3yr old Suzuki 4s 15 hp with electric start.  
GPS/bottom sounder, life jackets, fish totes, etc. Sold 
as package only. $80,000. OBRO Call Bob- 508-224-
1664 or e-mail @ roalward@comcast.net  Pictures 
available.

AD#31 (2/23) FOR SALE – #1 Bellhousing 2:1 gear 
reduction – re-built 51 14A – twin disc transmission- 
Down Angle-North Atlantic Power Products. 0- hours. 
1000 hours or 6-months warranty. $14,200.00 Call 
Peter at 203-627-6070

AD#32 (4/23) FOR SALE – Lobster business-42 ft 
South-shore lobster boat (Brady R – Chatham Harbor) 
in excellent condition (built 2017). All composite 
construction with a 750 John Deere Model #6135 main 
engine (4,100 hours). Full electronics and all safety 
gear.  Whale regulations compliant.  Knotless ground 
lines, highflyers, buoys, anchors, mixture of wood and 
wire traps in excellent condition, trailer, freezer, totes, 
etc. State & Federal Lobster licenses, both w/a 645 tag 
history & many federal endorsements. Prefer to sell 
as a package.  Serious inquiries only: 774.313.6287 or 
joneSeven@aol.com

AD#33 (3/23) FOR SALE – Hook gear for sale 5 totes 
125 hooks per tote all brand new.5 totes of used gear. 
Brand new Danforth anchors included. $1000.00 Call 
781-831-1609

AD#34 (6/23) FOR SALE – Lobster Business- 28.2ft 
boat, built in 1976 engine cat 3208, 265HP trans 2.1 
twin disk fiberglass JC hull. Area 1 Coastal lobster 
permit 800 trap allocation, 700 3ft lobster traps with 
rope and buoys. 80,000. Joe at 978-239-5927.

AD#35 (6/23) FOR SALE Price Reduction – 36.5’ 
Wayne Beal Lobster Boat. 3208 CAT 375 hp Turbo 
w/7600hrs. Motor was completely overhauled prior to 
2022 fishing season. Furuno chart plotter, depth, radar 
& radio. 2nd Simrad below. Switlik life raft, survival 
suits & Epirb. Small galley w/sink, insulated icebox & 
2500-watt inverter for co¬ee. 4 bunks w/mattresses. 
Working head. Pacer pump & separate washdown 
pump. Redundant spare equipment (all new in box), 
Inc. Pacer pump w/hydraulic hoses, belts, starter 
motor, 2 alternators, windshield wiper arms & motors, 

bilge pumps, deck hoses, etc. The boat is clean & in 
excellent, fishable condition. $205,000.00 Traps & 
Permits available. Ben @ 978-578-8882

AD#36 (6/23) FREE FREE FREE – Window weights-
approx; 60-70 of them located in Lynn. Call Glenn @ 
617-538-5821

AD#37 (6/23) FOR SALE – 35’ Novi, 1989 Atwood 
solid fiberglass hull, Cummins 6BT (~4,000hr since 
reman.), rigged for pot fishing, needs a lot of work – 
$16k or best o¬er. Currently in dry dock on Cape Cod. 
Call 508-737-1052

AD#38 (1/23) FOR SALE – Area 1 Coastal Lobster 
Permit, 800 pot allocation. Call Jim 781-264-0104

AD#39 (1/23) DECK TILES – 1×2 ft. Old style – good 
shape looking for about 10 call 978 774 4074

AD#40 (1/23) FOR SALE – 1973, Harris, 36, has a 
C-series Cummins 430hp w/ 2377hrs Furuno radar, 
Garmin chart-plotter, Garmin fish-finder. New deck & 
fuel tanks a few years ago, holds roughly 220 gal., of 
usable fuel. Bill at 508-246-0476. Asking $55,000

AD#41 (1/23) FOR SALE – Xactic Bonar plastics 
Polar Insulated Box with lid. Blue 48” L  X  43”W  X  
47”H 2100 LB Capacity/ New condition. Lists $1400 
will sell for $700. Call / text Phil 508-566-2201

AD#42 (7/23) FOR SALE – 2001 Sea Pride Lobster 
Boat w/2016 Evinrude E-tec 90hp 2 stroke w/ low 
hours (under 1000) well maintained & perfect 
running condition. Commercially fished last 2 years. 
Boat is ready to fish. New in 2021: Transom Deck & 
stringers 27 gal; gas tank under deck 2 bilge pumps 
& washdown pump, Trap Table, Hydraulic Steering, 
hauling motor, Hauling block, Deck hatches, Scuppers. 
All hardware for EZ Loader trailer including u bolts, 
bunk slides, guideposts w/trailer lights elevated, 
recently replaced winch, trailer jack & rewired w/new 
lights, 2 new tires 20mph @ 4600 rpm $21,000 call/
text Tony 774-239-1599 

AD#43 (5/23) WANTED – Stern-man-Boston-Call 
Frank @ 617-653-3782

AD#44 (5/23) FOR SALE – 80 brand new Casco Bay 
traps 1/2 hoops & 1/2 hake mouths. Call 508-842-
8614

AD#45 (6/23) FOR SALE – 22’ Sisu Lobster Boat 
w/150 HP Evinrude OB needs work-12” hydrualics 
hauler runs o¬ Honda hydraulics power pack, Comes 
w/ bunk trailer. Asking $13,000.00 or B.O. Robert after 
5:00 p.m. 617-846-3714 or 617-650-3842

AD#47 (6/23) HELP WANTED – Stern-man inshore- 
46’ lobster boat -North River -Call Bob  508-510-7792

AD#48 (6/23) FOR SALE – 200 45” Friendship 
lobster traps 8-6 years old $25.00 each Call 508-510-
7792

AD#49 (6/23) FOR SALE – 32” – 4 blade Dyna Quad 
Prop-2 1/2” bore, left hand $2,500.00 Call 508-510-
7792

AD#50 (6/23) FOR SALE – 1-34” Hytorg prop 2 1/2” 
bore, left hand $1,000.00 Call 508-510-7792

AD#51 (7/23) FOR SALE – 1982 34’Makou Mahogany 
built lobster boat built in Mattapoisett Ma. area. Was 
repowered about 10 years ago with a Cat 3208 210 
hp natural. Approx 3600 hours. Hull and bottom in 
very good condition. No need to glass it. In the water 
and currently fishing. Older basic electronics. Located 
in Scituate Ma. Pictures can be seen on craigslist or 
some of the facebook sites.  $12,500. No permits. Call 
or text 617 984 9965

AD#52 (7/23) FOR SALE – 400 36×21 1/2×15 good 
to brand new condition shrimp mesh ss bait spike 
$60-$135- 978 774 4074 for more info
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C18 RATINGS
470/600@1800rpm A Rating

670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating
1015/1150@2300rpm - T4 Exempt ratings 
for light commercial 

–C18

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine 
Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

For Marine Engine Sales, contact 
Nick Fawle, Marine Market Manager. 
603-484-5248    Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

Ask us about our 
Customer Value 

Agreements (CVA)

miltoncat.com

Available for new 
boat installations 

and repowers.



40

Ju
ly

-A
ug

us
t 2

02
3 

 |
M

as
sa

ch
us

et
ts

 L
ob

st
er

m
en

’s 
A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n
w

w
w

.lo
bs

te
rm

en
.c

om

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
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