
A U G U S T  2 0 2 2  N E W S PA P E R   •   W W W. L O B S T E R M E N. C O M

June 21, 2002

Dear Chair Shaheen, Ranking Mem-
ber Moran, Chair Cartwright, and 
Ranking Member Aderholt:

We write today to express the ur-
gent need for providing the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (“NMFS”) 
with robust funding to address the 
impacts of  offshore wind energy de-
velopment (“OSW”) on federal fisher-
ies surveys and to support coopera-
tive research efforts led by NMFS that 
uses the expertise and skills of  the 
commercial fishing industry to ad-
dress the impacts of  OSW.

We represent a diverse group of  
commercial fishermen, seafood pro-
cessors, and shoreside support busi-
nesses who depend on access to 
healthy fish stocks and marine envi-
ronment. While the species we tar-
get, gear we use, and vessel sizes may 
differ, we all firmly believe in robust 
federal investments to address the 
impacts of  OSW on our ocean and 
fishery resources to ensure we can 

continue to both be a global leader in 
ocean sustainability and provide con-
sumers with sustainable seafood.

To date, the Bureau of  Ocean En-
ergy Management (“BOEM”) has 
issued 28 federal OSW leases, with 
construction already underway for 
the first two major commercial wind 
energy facilities in the Northeast. 
Over 23 million acres of  public trust 
resources on the Northeast Shelf, 30 
million acres in the Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and one and a half  million acres off  
the West Coast are in various stages 
of  planning for offshore wind energy 
development. The enormous size of  
these areas and their direct overlap 
with key grounds for seafood produc-
tion and protected resource conserva-
tion underscore the critical need for 
funding to address the impacts of  this 
burgeoning industry.

We appreciate the FY23 President’s 
Budget request that includes the fol-
lowing investments relative to off-
shore wind energy development:

Joint letter to Congress requests 
NMFS funding to address 

impacts of offshore wind energy 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
Chair

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
125 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jerry Moran
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
125 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Matt Cartwright
Chair

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
H-310, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Robert Aderholt
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
H-310, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

FUNDING, Page 24
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ALIVE & KICKING LOBSTER 
LOUIS MASTRANGELO 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 
617.876.0451

ALUMATECH MARINE 
ANDY COSTA 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508.746.7774

BAR HARBOR LOBSTER 
JEFF HAZELL 
ORLANDO, FL 
407.851.4001 

BOSTON LOBSTER 
NEIL ZARELLA 
617.464.1500 
bostonlobstercompany.com

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA 
STEPHEN SCOLA 
BOSTON, MA 
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL 
STEPHEN BROOKS 
THOMASTON, ME 
207.354.8763 
stephen@brookstrapmill.com

CAPE ANN MARINE 
SALES & SERVICE 
978.283.0806 
CapeAnnMarina.com 

C-TRAP 
MATT BORGES 
MATTAPOISETT, MA 
508.758.2740

CAPE CODDER MARINE, LLC 
BOB DOBIAS 
SWAMPSCOTT, MA 
978.979.1795 
capecodderboats.com

CAPE SEAFOODS BAIT 
DEALER 
GERRY O’NEIL 
GLOUCESTER, MA 
978.479.4642 

CAPE FISHERMEN SUPPLY 
DAVE LIBBY 
CHATHAM, MA 
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS 
CHRIS KING 
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS 
508.487.0259 | 508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS 
KIM MARDEN 
WELLESLEY, MA 
781.329.7007 | 781.329.0792 
captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET 
DARRYL PARKER 
DANVERS, MA 
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS CORP. 
FAIRHAVEN, MA 
508.994.8257 

COASTAL HYDRAULICS 
RICH TUCKER 
SEABROOK, NH 
603.474.1914 
coastalhyd.com 
sales@coastalhyd.com

COHASETT LOBSTER POUND 
TOMMY ALIOTO 
COHASETT, MA 
781.383.1551

EAST COAST SEAFOOD 
SPIROS TOURKAKIS 
LYNN, MA 
781.593.1737

ECKLAND & BLANDO 
SAM BLATCHLEY 
BOSTON, MA 02110 
617.217.6936 
www.ecklandblando.com

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC. 
JUDY MACCAFERRI 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508.746.3270 

FARM CREDIT EAST 
MIDDLEBORO, MA 
508.946.4455 

FISHER AIR FASTENERS 
ED & CHRIS FISHER 
PEMBROKE, MA 
781.826.2522 

FISHERMEN SERVICES 
DONNA CHEPREN 
781.545.5073 Ext. 16 
fishermenservices.com

FLEET PROPELLER SERVICE 
MIKE VALM                                       
FAIRHAVEN, MA 
508.979.8000

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO. 
JERRY WADSWORTH 
FRIENDSHIP, ME 
800.451.1200  

HAMILTON MARINE INC. 
56 US ROUTE 1 BYPASS 
KITTERY, ME 03904 
207.439.1133 
hamiltonmarine.com

HARBOR FUELS 
info@harborfuels.com 
617.720.3835

HERCULES 
JOHN REARDON 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 
508.993.0010

JAMES HOOK & CO. 
ED HOOK JR. 
BOSTON, MA 
617.423.5500 

JOHN M. KARBOTT CUSTOM 
WOODEN BOAT 
BUILDING & REPAIR 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508.224.3709 
by-the-sea.com/
karbottboatbuilding

KETCHAM TRAPS 
HEATHER KETCHAM 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP 
CARL HOWARD 
DENNIS, MA 
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS 
D.J. KING 
BRANFORD, CT 
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC 
CAPT. GEORDIE KING 
MARINE SURVEYOR 
207.337.8706 
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER CRUISES 
PAUL QUINTAL 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508.746.5342

LOBSTER TRAP FISH 
MARKET 
MONUMET BEACH, MA 
508.759.6400 
lobstertrap.com

LOBSTER TRAP CO. 
LOGAN CLARK 
BOURNE, MA 
508.759.4928 
lobstertrap.com 

LYNCH LOBSTER CO. 
JOHN LYNCH 
BEVERLY, MA 
978.921.8088

MAIN STREET WIRE 
DOUGLAS, MA 
508.847.8888 

MARINE HYDRAULIC 
ENGINEERING 
ROBERT CROWE 
ROCKLAND, ME 
207.594.9525 | 800.747.7550 

MILTON CAT POWER 
SYSTEMS 
KEVIN HAMPSON 
MILFORD, MA 
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, INC. 
VINCE MORTILLARO 
GLOUCESTER, MA 
798.281.0959 

NAHANT FISH & LOBSTER 
781.592.7500

NAPA-CAPE COD 
BILL DRINAN 
FALMOUTH, MA 508-457-1734

NAVROC MARINE 
ELECTRONICS 
JASON PHILBROOK 
ROCKLAND, ME 
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE &                           
INDUSTRIAL INC. 
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH) 
603.436.2836 | 781.834.9301 
Info@newenglandmarine.com 

NEW ENGLAND PROPELLER 
RON PECK 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
800.635.9504 
neprop@aol.com

NORTH ATLANTIC 
POWER-TWIN DISC 
SAM PROFIO 
EXETER, NH 
sprofio@glpower.com 
603.418.0470  

PIGEON COVE COOP 
ROBERT MORRIS 
978.479.3828

RFP LOBSTER BAIT 
DICK PERENTZ 
774.248.0292

RIVERDALE MILLS 
NORTHBRIDGE, MA 
508.234.8715 

ROSES MARINE 
MARTY BOLCOME
GLOUCESTER, MA 
877.283.3334 
rosesmarine.com

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER 
FRANK COLLINS 
MANOMET, MA 
508.224.5700

SPURS MARINE MFG. 
PABLO SOSA 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 
800.824.5372

SUPERIOR LOBSTER 
MARSHFIELD-SANDWICH 
774.773.5048 
www.superiorlobster.com

THE NEW RESULT 
LOUIS LARSEN 
Mvseafood@vineyard.net

TWO COUSINS FISH 
MARKET 
BRIAN O’DONOHOE 
FREEPORT, NY 
516.379.5065

WELLFLEET SHELLFISH CO. 
508.255.5300 
sales@wellfleetshell.com

WINDWARD POWER 
SYSTEMS 
FAIRHAVEN, MA 
774.992.0059 
windwardpower.com

WOOD’S SEAFOOD 
JAY KIMBALL 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508.746.0261 
www.woodseafood.com

YANKEE FISHERMEN’S     
CO-OP.  
SEABROOK, NH 
603.474.9850

MLA Sponsors The following companies are proud supporting MLA members.

We encourage our members to patronize them.  If your company is not listed 
and you would like it to be, contact Tracey Abboud at 781-545-6984, ext. 2
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     CAPE COD 
       Auto, Marine, Truck & more  

           Talk to our Parts Professionals   

  

FALMOUTH 508-548-6333 163 Worcester Court  

HYANNIS 508-775-7552 949 Bearses Way  

HYANNIS 508-771-6502 333 Barnstable Road  

ORLEANS 508-225-0210 3 Nells Way  

 

We make hydraulic hoses  

 

     CAPE COD 
       Auto, Marine, Truck & more  

           Talk to our Parts Professionals   

  

FALMOUTH 508-548-6333 163 Worcester Court  

HYANNIS 508-775-7552 949 Bearses Way  

HYANNIS 508-771-6502 333 Barnstable Road  

ORLEANS 508-225-0210 3 Nells Way  

 

We make hydraulic hoses  

On June 16, the Marine Fisheries 
Advisory Commission (MFAC) cel-
ebrated its 60th anniversary with a 
social gathering on the grounds of  the 
Division’s New Bedford facility. With 
DMF staff  and current and former 
Commission members in attendance, 
the event commemorated the six-de-
cade history of  the MFAC. To top of  
the event, the Commission bestowed 
the David L. Belding Award to former 
MFAC Chair, Mark Amorello.

The Commission was first formed 
in 1960 when then-Governor Foster 
Furcolo created through Executive 
Order an ad-hoc group called the Ma-
rine Fisheries Advisory Commission 
to address problems in marine fish-
eries. After holding a series of  public 
hearings to gather stakeholder input, 
the Commission presented an exten-
sive report to the Governor outlining 
the challenges of  the day and includ-
ing a suite of  well- recommendations. 
This report is historic in its depiction 
of  the marine fisheries landscape of  
the time. Problems of foreign ves-
sels fishing three miles from shore 
were highlighted along with familiar 
group conflicts (e.g., recreational vs. 
commercial, draggers vs. lobstermen, 
and lobstermen vs. “skin divers”), 
need for fish and shellfish conserva-
tion and improved management ap-
proaches. 

One of  the most important recom-
mendations was to make the Commis-
sion a permanent body to continue its 
work. The MFAC also recommended 
more administrative control over 
fisheries rules. (Legislative amend-
ments to fishing rules was considered 
too slow and unpredictable.) Subse-
quently, the Commission was created 

by the state legislature as a perma-
nent entity in 1962 and was tasked 
with approval authority for rule 
changes made by the Director as well 
as overseeing the hiring and removal 
of  the Director. The Commission’s vi-
sion for an unpaid “nonpolitical body 
whereby the different interests on the 
salt water could get together in ad-
vance on matters affecting their sport 
and livelihood” has succeeded for the 
past 60 years.

Today’s Commission spends sub-
stantial time assisting DMF to ad-
dress conservation and management 
issues that involve co-management 
with NOAA Fisheries through the 
New England and Mid-Atlantic Fish-
ery Management Councils and the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission. There are management 
plans and committees for so many 
species that were completely unman-
aged back in 1960s, and many were 
labeled “trash fish” due to a lack of  
commercial markets. Just as the orig-
inal Commission consisted of  vari-
ous interests involved with fisheries, 
today’s Commission also reflects a 
balanced and varied cross-section of  
stakeholders. Each brings their ex-
perience and perspective to the table 
and contribute their views to Com-
mission debates that in the end help 
make DMF a more responsive and 
aware agency. 

The Anniversary event featured 
short tributes from former MFAC 
Chairs: Elizabeth Stromeyer who 
served in the 1970s and 80s; Frank 
Mirarchi, who served in the 1970s 
through early 1990s; and Mark Amo-
rello who served for 25 years from 
1992 through 2016. Mark was also 

awarded the David L. Belding Award 
for his years of  service to the Com-
mission and for his outstanding work 
restoring river herring populations 
in his role as Superintendent of  the 
Pembroke Herring Fisheries Com-
mission.  

During his decade of  leadership in 
his home community, Mark worked 
with DMF to accomplish extensive 
brook-wide maintenance and fishway 
improvement efforts, as well as the 
installation of  electronic fish coun-
ters. Mark can rightfully take credit 
for helping to improve the run counts 
in Herring Brook in Pembroke, be-
cause as a result of  these efforts, Her-
ring Brook has been able to witness 
and document fish passage increases 
from tens of  thousands per year to 
hundreds of  thousands per year. His 
most recent efforts in the Herring 
Brook watershed involved the re-
habilitation of  Herring Brook Park, 

with associated improvements to fish 
passage incorporating a historic look 
with a replica water wheel and gran-
ite block walls that has been attract-
ing the public for viewing ever since. 

It was extremely rewarding for 
all involved to recognize the Com-
mission’s contributions to fisheries 
management. While the issues have 
evolved over six decades, the function 
of  this Commission as a set of  diverse 
experts advising DMF is as relevant 
today as it was in 1962. And recogniz-
ing Mark Amorello for being one of  
its most dedicated members for his 25 
years of  service—almost half  of  the 
history of  the Commission—was a 
perfect ending to the celebration.

By Dan McKiernan, DMF Director 
https://www.mass.gov/news/ma-

rine-fisheries-advisory-commission-
celebrates-its-60th-anniversary?utm_

medium=email&utm_
source=govdelivery 

Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission 
Celebrates its 60th Anniversary
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd.  

MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider 
Agreed Hull Value – Protection & Indemnity  

Crew Coverage - Extended Policy Limits - Chartering 
Marina Floaters - Multiple Fisheries - Deductibles 

Call now for a free quote 781-545-5073   
or  

Request a quote online at fishermenservices.com  
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The heat is on, and the lob-
ster industry is definitely feel-
ing charred.  The commercial 
lobstermen here in the Com-
monwealth are under siege yet 
again by MS who has been on a 
downward spiral over the last 
several months.  Unfortunately, 
it looks like he wants to take the 
commercial lobstermen here in 
the Commonwealth down with 
him and the MLAs attorneys 
are fighting him at every step 
and turn he makes.   

The MLAs attorneys have 
been working tirelessly on get-
ting the Vexatious Litigant mo-
tion updated in DC and also 
filed in Boston.  These filings re-
ally have MS desperately plead-
ing the MLA to stop with our 
Vexatious Litigant efforts and 
the updates we have been get-
ting from the attorneys is that 
MS knows that he is in a corner 
and the last thing he wants is to 
be labeled a Vexatious Litigant 
as this would apply to ALL of  
his future federal filings.  If  you 
are interested in reading the 
MLAs Vexatious Litigant Mo-
tion please visit www.lobster-
men.com and look on the Right 
Whale Litigation and Manage-
ment Updates page.   

MS does not just harass the 
commercial lobster industry 
with threats and lawsuits, he 
is a serial litigant and harasses 
and sues municipalities along 
with other industries in hopes 
of  a financial settlement.  All 
that MS really wants is money, 
and unfortunately he has found 
an avenue to repeatedly fund 

himself  for over 30 years.  I do 
believe his spiteful, self-serving 
litigious ways are coming to an 
end. 

Over the last month or so, I 
have talked, texted and emailed 
with numerous MLA members 
as we have received over 200 
plus Notice of  Intent to be sued 
by MS from you and, if  you have 
not yet sent it along please send 
it to beth.casoni@lobstermen.
com and we will share it with 
our attorneys.  The attorneys 
said “DO NOT ENGAGE WITH 
MS AT ALL”.   If  you do receive 
anything else from MS please 
send it along as well as our at-
torneys are standing by.  

His belligerent use of  the ju-
dicial system is deplorable and 
costing not only the MLA hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dollars 
since 2019, but also the taxpay-
ers of  the Commonwealth mil-
lions of  dollars too. When will 

the govern-
ment step 
in and make 
these unsub-
s t a n t i a t e d 
suits and out-
landishly vul-
gar threats 
of  being sued 
stop?  Enough is enough! 

Thank you to ALL of  you who 
have made generous donations 
to the MLA Legal Defense Fund.  
Unfortunately, these dollars are 
already spent as the MLA is in 
a legal battle like no other for 
you and your business.  We are 
grateful to have attorneys that 
understand our efforts are not 
in vain and every dollar mat-
ters.  

I am always humbled when 
asking for any kind of  help as 
you all continually step up to 
support the MLA Legal Defense 
Fund.  I do believe we are so 
close to putting the final nail in 
the coffin for MS and he knows 
it.  We cannot back down now.  

The MLA will be sending out 
a new Legal Defense Fund t-
shirt (artwork depicted to the 
left) for donations that are made 
of  $250 or more.  All donations 
made as of  7/1/22 and monthly 
donations will receive a t-shirt 
as well.  We cannot do this alone 
and need your help today! 

Safe on the water, 

Beth Casoni
Executive Director

The Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association 

would like to welcome the following 
new members to the Association. 
Your Association will continue its 

efforts on your behalf to conserve the 
resource, protect your livelihood, keep 

you informed, promote the industry 
and provide you with increasing 

benefits as they are developed. MLA 
stands ready to help you in anyway, at 

anytime — just let us know how! 
Safe on the water and good fishing!

REBECCA BLACKMAN 
F/V: Irish Whisper • Port: Green Harbor 

IAN FULFORD 
F/V: Sarah Margret • Port: Gloucester

NEW MLA MEMBERS:

Published by the Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc. 

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
– Published monthly –

Mailed to all paid members of the 
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

Newsletter Departments

Editor, Industry News, Notice Section, 
Editorial, Blog, Industry News, 

Promotions, Layout, Advertising: 
Beth Casoni — Executive Director

Buy Sell Swap:  Tracey Abboud

Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly 
(Please note that all pre-paid ads 

for last year will be honored)

$50 — ¼ Page Ad 
$80 — ½ Page Ad 

$110 — Full Page Ad 
Color Ads — + $50 per ad
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
                                                Region 1 
                              5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
                                    Boston, MA  02109-3912 
 
 

 
 

June 17, 2022 
 
Kelly Trice, President 
Holtec Decommissioning International 
Kristina P. Singh Technology Campus 
1 Holtec Blvd. 
Camden, NJ   08104 
 
Dear Mr. Trice: 

I write in response to your letter of May 24, 2022, in which you present a new alternative 
interpretation of Part I.B.2 of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit 
No. MA0003557, issued by EPA Region 1 for the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station (PNPS) in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts.1 In your letter, you state for the first time that you now believe that the 
discharge of “treated” wastewater from the spent fuel pool “complies with” the current NPDES 
permit and assert that this interpretation is “well within the plain language of the NPDES permit 
and would be consistent with the MOU and past discharge practices.” EPA does not agree with 
your position, as detailed below. First, your novel interpretation—through which you attempt to 
narrow the permit’s prohibition of wastewater discharges to “untreated” effluent—directly 
conflicts with the “plain language” of the permit. The provision at Part I.B.2 is clear on its face 
and provides in full that, “The discharge of pollutants in spent fuel pool water (including, but not 
limited to, boron) is not authorized by this permit.” NPDES Permit at Part I.B.2. Notably, to 
overcome the express terms of the permit and reach your new interpretation of Part I.B.2, you 
must insert the word “untreated” into this provision, but neither Part I.B.2 nor any other 
provision of the Permit specifies that Part I.B.2 only applies to “untreated” spent fuel pool water.  
Accordingly, for these reasons your reading of the permit is, in fact, plainly inconsistent with the 
unambiguous provisions of the permit. 

Second, even if the provision were facially ambiguous and susceptible to differing 
interpretations, your interpretation contradicts the contemporaneous Response to Comments 
document (RTC) that accompanied EPA’s issuance of the Final Permit and that explained the 
bases for additions EPA made to the January 2020 Final Permit. The Draft Permit, which EPA 
issued in May 2015, did not include a provision comparable to Part I.B.2, see Draft Permit at 
Part I.E, but several commenters raised concerns during the public comment period about 

 
1 The NPDES permittee of record is Holtec Pilgrim, LLC. EPA understands that Holtec Decommissioning 
International, LLC, is the current holder of licenses issued by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and that both 
Holtec Pilgrim and HDI are ultimately owned by the same parent company. 
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environmental impacts of discharges that could occur during decommissioning, including the 
potential for discharge of spent fuel pool water. See RTC at 272-77. In response to these 
comments, EPA added the provisions at Part I.B.2 through .4 and explained the reason for doing 
so. As EPA noted, Entergy had informed EPA of anticipated changes in cooling water usage due 
to the shutdown of PNPS, but had not informed EPA about other expected discharges, such as 
how and when it intended to dispose of spent fuel pool water and other wastewater related to 
decommissioning.2 Id. In addition, in 2018, Entergy announced that it intended to sell PNPS to 
Holtec, who subsequently revealed that it would accelerate the decommissioning of PNPS but 
likewise did not provide EPA with detailed information about these discharges that might occur 
as a result. Id. EPA explained that, because neither Entergy nor Holtec had provided information 
to EPA to quantify or characterize discharges related to decommissioning activities, including 
decontamination, dismantlement, demolition of plant systems and structures, and disposal of 
spent fuel pool water, EPA could not evaluate at that time the potential impacts of such 
discharges and, consequently, could not develop appropriate permit limits and conditions. Id. 
EPA clarified, therefore, that the Final Permit only authorizes the post-shutdown discharges 
specified in Part I.A and “does not authorize the discharge of pollutants associated with the spent 
fuel pool water,” among other sources. Id.  All the foregoing affirms EPA’s straightforward 
reading of the permit and constitutes evidence of EPA’s intent in fashioning the categorical 
prohibition against the discharge of spent fuel water, whether treated or untreated. The 
distinction Holtec attempts to draw now—between spent fuel pool water that has been treated 
and that which has not—is simply not reflected in the agency’s explanation for adding Part I.B.2 
to the Final Permit. Nor does Holtec’s new interpretation recognize or address EPA’s 
authoritative interpretation in the Response to Comments. Moreover, Holtec appealed several 
provisions of the NPDES Permit to EPA’s Environmental Appeals Board in March 2020 but did 
not challenge Part I.B.2 or dispute in any way EPA’s statements in the Response to Comments 
regarding the provision. The opportunity for challenging Part I.B.2 has long passed, and EPA 
stands by, and reiterates, its interpretation in the permit record, which is consistent with EPA’s 
position repeated in our February 17, 2022, letter to you. 

The 1975 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) likewise does not provide support for your 
new interpretation. You selectively quote from the MOU but take the language out of context 
and entirely mischaracterize its applicability to the 2020 Permit. The statement you quote from 
the MOU addressed a period near the initial startup of a new nuclear power reactor, not one 
constructed almost 50 years ago. In addition, “past discharge practices” occurred under a 
different NPDES Permit, specifically a Permit issued in 1990 when the facility was operational 
and generating electricity, not when it was being decommissioned.  

The 2020 Permit’s meaning is clear on its face and that meaning is expressly corroborated by the 
Response to Comments: discharges of pollutants in water stored in the spent fuel pool, 
dryer/separator pit, torus, or reactor cavity are not authorized by the current NPDES permit. As 
EPA has explained, Holtec Pilgrim may choose to seek authorization for such discharges of 

 
2 EPA now understands that Holtec intends to dispose of roughly 1.1 million gallons of water currently in the torus, 
the dryer/separator pit, and the spent fuel pool, which is considerably more than the radwaste system has 
traditionally discharged. 
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pollutants; EPA would analyze any such request in accordance with the CWA and NPDES 
regulations and may, if appropriate, authorize such a discharge via a permit modification or 
coverage under an applicable general permit. Any request must be accompanied by a sufficiently 
detailed characterization of the types of activities, effluent characteristics (including analytical 
data for all priority pollutants), treatment, and outfalls that the request for authorization covers.  
Although you shared some limited sampling results (pH, conductivity, total organic carbon, total 
suspended solids, and chlorides) with us during our virtual meeting on May 18, 2022, please be 
advised this information is not sufficient for EPA to make any regulatory decisions. While your 
letter presupposes that EPA authorization to discharge pollutants in this water would require the 
facility to make “significant changes in the plant design and add significant costs to the operation 
of PNPS,” EPA (and the public) has not had an opportunity to examine the pollutants and 
pollutant concentrations present in this water. Thus, neither you nor EPA can say with any 
degree of certainty at this time what treatment may be required or at what cost. EPA has not 
prejudged the outcome of any permit modification proceeding. Rather, if presented with a 
modification request and an appropriate characterization of the proposed discharges, EPA would 
analyze the submission in accordance with applicable Clean Water Act requirements, including 
that discharges must meet technology-based effluent limits or any more stringent limits 
necessary to meet state water quality standards. Any permit limits and conditions EPA develops 
would then be publicly noticed and made available for public comment prior to issuance of any 
final modification. 

In summary, Holtec Pilgrim is not authorized under the current NPDES Permit to discharge 
pollutants in spent fuel pool water. If Holtec Pilgrim wishes to seek authorization from EPA for 
such discharges, Holtec must provide the information necessary for EPA to analyze the request 
and determine whether such a discharge would be in accordance with the CWA, NPDES 
regulations, and any other applicable federal law. See, e.g., 40 CFR § 122.49. I hope this letter 
clarifies your options for ensuring compliance with the Clean Water Act. If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact Damien Houlihan at (617) 918-1586. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ken Moraff, Director 
Water Division 
 
cc: Lealdon Langley, MassDEP 
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1.800.762.6374 • SALES@RIVERDALE.COM • WWW.RIVERDALE.COM

Contact us today to locate 
a distributor in your area!

Proudly 
Made in the USA

Since 1980

Premium Quality Marine Wire
AQUAMESH®
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DMF has initiated a new joint pro-
gram with the Massachusetts Envi-
ronmental Police (MEP) to identify 
and remove all lost and abandoned 
fixed fishing gear within the portion 
of  Massachusetts state waters that 
are seasonally closed to protect right 
whales. Beginning this February, we 
utilized a combination of  aerial sur-
veillance provided by the Center for 
Coastal Studies and MEP vessel pa-
trols to identify and mark the location 
of  lost/abandoned fixed fishing gear 
in the closure.  DMF then utilized six 
contracted commercial lobster ves-
sels working with our staff  and MEP 
officers to haul and remove all gear. 
Between February 9 and March 17, 
we conducted a total of  49 sea-days 
in which we hauled more than 2,000 
traps and roughly 500 buoy lines from 
the closure. 

This effort not only ensures that 
our seasonal state waters closure 
is as effective as intended at reduc-
ing entanglement risk, but it also 
provided us with an opportunity to 
monitor compliance with the closure 
and requirements for weak rope/con-
trivances, maximum rope diameter, 
and gear marking. The vast majority 
(~80%) of  buoy lines that we removed 
were from gear that was deemed 
“lost”. In these cases, the buoys, 
ropes, and traps were heavily fouled 
and typically consisted of  a few traps 
or a lone trawl that belonged to a sin-
gle individual. Within 

that population of  lost gear, compli-
ance with 1,700-lb ‘weak rope,’ maxi-
mum rope diameter, and gear mark-
ing rules was >90%.  This represents 
a good random sample of  what we 
would expect compliance with these 
regulations to be and is consistent 
with observations of  MEP during 
routine inspections at other times of  
year. Non-compliant permit holders 
in these cases were issued a non-crim-
inal citation given the modest scale of  
the violation. 

The remaining 20% of gear hauled 
in this program consisted of  gear 
that appeared to be intentionally left 
behind in the closure. This typically 
consisted of  multiple traps or trawls 
belonging to a single individual in a 
fairly discrete area. The gear in ques-
tion did not have any fouling and was 
consistent with gear that had been 

recently hauled (in one instance the 
gear was freshly baited). Compliance 
with 1,700-lb weak rope, maximum 
rope diameter, and gear marking 
rules among this subset of  gear was 
very poor. In total, there was gear 
from six different permit holders 
that fall into this category. Given the 
serious nature of  the violations and 
the clear intent to ignore the closure, 
DMF will pursue enforcement of  
these cases administratively through 
our adjudicatory process, whereby 
we will seek permit suspension or 
revocation depending on the serious-
ness of  the violation.   

There was a definitive regional 
trend in compliance with the closure. 

In Cape Cod Bay and down the back-
side of  Cape Cod, where the seasonal 
closure has been in effect since 2015, 
compliance rates were exceptionally 
high (~99%).  Compliance rates in 
Massachusetts Bay north to the Cape 
Ann region however were lower, and 
this is where we observed all the ma-
jor violations. The seasonal closure 
in this portion of  state waters started 
in 2021. We expect that compliance in 
this area will improve in subsequent 
years as it has in Cape Cod Bay where 
fishers have dealt with the closure for 
a longer time.

We offer this program as a new 
compliance monitoring and mitiga-
tion program that we will conduct 

annually as part of  our Right Whale 
Habitat Conservation Plan. It is our 
expectation that aggressive enforce-
ment through this program will en-
hance overall compliance with our 
protected species regulations and 
ensure that there is no entanglement 
risk to right whales when they are 
seasonally abundant in Massachu-
setts state waters.

By Robert Glenn, Chief  Marine 
Fisheries Biologist, and Julia Kaplan, 

Communications Specialist 
https://www.mass.gov/news/dmf-

pilots-new-abandoned-gear-retrieval-
program?utm_medium=email&utm_

source=govdelivery 

DMF Pilots New Abandoned 
Gear Retrieval Program
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fishingpartnership.org
617-928-3443

Follow

Fishing Partnership is here to help MA residents access affordable 
health coverage. Contact a certified Navigator today for assistance 

with updating an application or finding a new plan for 2023. 
Existing Health Connector/MassHealth members should respond to 
notices they receive and call a Navigator to explore all their options.

Massachusetts maintains a mandate for all individuals to have health insurance. Unenrolled 
residents could pay a tax penalty. Don’t risk it – call a Navigator and get covered today!

Gloucester
978-282-4847

New Bedford
508-991-3043

Plymouth
508-746-5400

Chatham
774-840-9393

NAVIGATOR OFFICES:

Mission
To improve the health, safety and economic security 
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July 22, 2022  

Fixed Gear Fishermen of  Massachusetts,
MarineFisheries will be conducting its annual fall trawl survey throughout state coastal waters beginning 

September 6, 2022. Surveys have been conducted each May and September since 1978 to provide a consistent 
sampling of  benthic fishes and mobile invertebrates. Survey data is used to monitor the condition of  various 
marine stocks. The data is also used to inform the environmental review process, which advises on ways to 
minimize construction impacts on fisheries resources. Maintaining access to the planned sampling sites is critical 
to the integrity of  the survey.

Please review either the live map on our website or the attached tables and maps of  station locations. The 
live map displays all remaining tow locations, the map can be found on our website (https://www.mass.gov/
service-details/review-trawl-survey-updates). We kindly ask for your cooperation and insist that all fixed 
gear be kept clear of the shaded station tow circles by the dates listed in the table. The coordinates 
of  each selected point are provided in the attached table. The live map and attached figures show the station 
with a 1.5 n. mi. diameter circle around the selected point. All station circles are trimmed to the appropriate 
stratum which represents actual station outline. A list of  station location information can also be accessed on 
our website (https://www.mass.gov/service-details/review-trawl-survey-updates). We will make every attempt 
to complete stations as timely as possible to minimize inconvenience to fixed gear fishermen. Completed stations 
will be updated and announced daily to notify fishermen that gear can be returned to the area. MarineFisheries 
is prepared to attach restrictions to permit renewals (under 322 CMR 7.01 (7)), mandating that fixed gear is not set 
on designated trawl survey sites between the announced date and notification of  station completion. It remains 
our hope that this action will be unnecessary.

Each day the MLA will be notified of  survey progress and all completed stations will be removed from the 
live map. The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association will also post survey information on their webpage 
(http://www.lobstermen.com), as well as on Facebook (username: lobstermensassoc) and Twitter (handle: @
masslobstermens).

In the event of  a delay due to weather, the schedule will be resumed as soon as working conditions permit. 
Fishermen can contact the R/V Gloria Michelle on VHF channels 13 or 16 to determine the updated daily schedule.

Personnel aboard the NOAA R/V Gloria Michelle, a 65’ western rigged steel stern trawler with a blue hull and 
white deckhouse, will carefully check each site for marked gear by cruising along a selected tow

path before the net is set. Twenty-minute tows undertaken at 2.5 knots cover approximately 0.8 nautical miles. 
We encourage communicating helpful information to the R/V officers (via channels 13 or 16).

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and is vital to the effective monitoring of  marine resources in the 
Commonwealth. If  you have any questions about the survey, please contact me (steve.wilcox@mass.gov, (508) 742-
9731). If you have any questions about the MarineFisheries website, or Facebook, please contact Story 
Reed (story.reed@mass.gov, 617- 626-1524).

Sincerely,

Steven Wilcox
Senior Marine Fisheries Biologist
Cc. Dan McKiernan, Director

The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

Division of Marine Fisheries 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02114  

p: (617) 626-1520 | f: (617) 626-1509  
www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

CHARLES D. BAKER
Governor

KARYN E. POLITO 
Lt. Governor

BETHANY A. CARD
Secretary

RONALD S. AMIDON 
Commissioner

DANIEL J. MCKIERNAN
Director
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FALL 2022 PLANNED  
TOW LOCATIONS

Massachusetts Bay
to New Hampshire
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FALL 2022 
PLANNED  

TOW  
LOCATIONS

Cape Cod Bay and  
East of Cape Cod

South of Cape Cod
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Why do you need multiple offshore export cables?
Each 800 megawatt (MW) wind farm requires two cables to 
transmit power and to ensure uninterrupted transmission. 

What type of cables are used?
Offshore export cables are 220 – 275 kv AC cables.
Inter-array cables are 66 kv AC cables.

What is the diameter of the cables?
�e offshore export cables are 10-11 inches in diameter. �e 
inter-array cables are 5-6 inches in diameter.

Why can’t they be buried together?
Offshore export cables will be buried in the same corridor but 
a reasonable distance must be maintained so cables don’t 
impact each other and in case any repairs are necessary.

How wide an area will be disturbed during burial?
Trench width is expected to be approximately 3.5 feet for 
each cable. Cable installation equipment can temporarily 
disturb a 3.5-6.5 foot wide area on the seafloor.

How deep will they be buried?
�e offshore export cables and the inter-array cables will be 
buried beneath the seafloor at a target depth of 5-8 feet.

What happens if it cannot be buried?
Cable burial is a top priority, however if sufficient depth 
cannot be reached there are different cable protection 
methods that can be used:

Rock placement - Laying rocks on top of the cable to 
provide protection.
Concrete mattresses - Prefabricated flexible concrete 
coverings that are laid on top of the cable.
Half-shell pipes - Two halves are fixed around the 
cable to provide mechanical protection. 

VineyardWind.com • 508-717-8964
700 Pleasant Street, Suite 510 • New Bedford, MA 02740

Please contact Vineyard Wind Fisheries Liaisons for latest information.
Crista Bank • C: 508-525-0421 • E: cbank@vineyardwind.com

CABLE CORRIDOR FAQS
Vineyard Wind is in the process of building the nation's first utility-scale offshore wind energy project over 
15 miles off the coast of Massachusetts. Vineyard Wind has received state permits necessary for 2 cables for 

the Vineyard Wind 1 project. 

What effect will the cables have with respect to 
electromagnetic (EMF) fields?
AC subsea power cables have the potential to emit a low-level 
(less than a common magnet) localized EMF, within a few 
feet of a buried cable. At the target depth of 5-8 feet, EMF 
levels are greatly reduced. Find studies and research about 
EMF at BOEM.gov.

How fast do the cable laying vessels move?
Typical cable vessel installation speeds are expected to range 
from approximately 330ft – 650ft per hour (equivalent to 1-2 
nautical miles in 18 hours) along the offshore export cable 
corridor with similar or faster speeds for the inter array cables 
between the turbines.

When will the cables be installed?
Export cables will be installed in accordance with state and 
federal time of year restrictions to reduce conflict with 
commercial fishing activity and sensitives spawning seasons. 

How do I stay informed about survey and installation 
vessels offshore? 
Sign up for Vineyard Wind’s Offshore Wind Mariner 
Updates. We provide timely bulletins by email and text 
message about where and when vessels are deployed, what 
they will be doing and contact information for the vessels. 
Sign up here: vineyardwind.com/fisheries.
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GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS

Geophysical surveys collect data using 
remote sensing systems that include:

Side scan sonar – high frequency sonar 
to obtain acoustic images of the seafloor 
only
Bathymetry – multibeam sonar - 
provides a swath of water depth 
(bathymetry) data
Magnetometer – sensor that detects 
ferrous (iron) objects on and below the 
seafloor
Sub bottom profilers – lower frequency 
sonar that penetrates below the seafloor 
to look at sediment layers in the upper 
30-250 feet

GEOTECHNICAL SURVEYS

Geotechnical surveys collect data from 
physical sampling devices that include:

Cone penetration testing (CPT) – a 
1.6 inch diameter probe that measures 
sediment properties as it is pushed into 
the sub-surface at 10-16 feet, or up to 
115 feet
Benthic grabs – a small bucket that 
retrieves sediment from the surface layer 
of the seafloor and is used to analyze 
sediment grain size and benthic 
organisms
Vibracore – takes a core sample 3-4 
inches in diameter through sediment up 
to 15 feet

VISUAL IMAGERY

Visual Imagery is also collected along the 
cable corridor and includes:

Underwater cameras – records 
continuous video transects and/or still 
photos of the seafloor

Geophysical and geotechnical data has been collected along the cable corridor during 
the summers of 2017-2020.

�e width of the cable corridor sampled is 3,100-5,100 feet.  �e cables will be 
monitored after installation and at regular intervals over the life of the project.
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• $17,380,000 for ORF NMFS Wind Energy: 
Scientific Survey Mitigation;

• $8,669,000 for ORF NMFS Wind Energy: 
Fisheries Science & Technical Reviews;

• $6,155,000 for ORF NMFS Wind Energy: 
Fisheries Management;

• $4,476,000 for ORF NMFS Wind Energy: 
Protected Species Environmental Reviews 
and Science; and

• $8,719,000 for ORF NOS Foundational 
Information for Expansion of Offshore 
Wind Energy.

We have serious concerns, how-
ever, that these investments will not 
adequately fund the activities and 
personnel (FTEs) necessary to ap-
propriately minimize and mitigate 
the environmental and economic 
impacts of  OSW. Specifically, we are 
concerned that the dollar amount 
requested for the Scientific Survey 
Mitigation work is far too low given 
the rapid pace of  OSW leasing and 
the additional scientific surveys that 
will be impacted. Furthermore, we 
request the Committee to consider 
appropriating additional funding 
specifically for cooperative research 
projects aimed at evaluating and 
mitigating the impacts of  OSW.

ORF NMFS WIND ENERGY:
SCIENTIFIC SURVEY MITIGATION

We respectfully request no less 
than $43.75 million for NMFS Scien-
tific Survey Mitigation.

Fisheries data collection, sur-
veys, and assessments are crucial 
to our understanding of  our ocean 
and fishery resources. Specifically, 
the data collected through annual 
federal scientific surveys is an in-
tegral piece of  the stock assess-
ment and catch limit setting pro-
cess, foundational pillars of  our 
nation’s sustainable fisheries man-
agement. NMFS currently conducts 
more than 50 such long-term stan-
dardized surveys, many of  which 
have been ongoing for more than 
30 years. These surveys provide a 
long-term time series data set, es-
sentially a time lapse of  the status 
of  fish stocks; their scientific value 
lies in their consistency over time.

NMFS has made it clear that im-
pacts to scientific surveys will occur 
and will need to be mitigated due to: 
preclusion, statistical design, habi-
tat alteration, and loss of  sampling 
efficiency. NMFS must also mitigate 
the impacts on fisheries dependent 
data, which supplement and im-
prove survey data for many major 
U.S. fisheries. This mitigation work 
is a significant undertaking for a 
single scientific survey and yet we 
are now looking at no fewer than 25 
known surveys across the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts that will be dis-
rupted by OSW. At $1.75 million per 
affected survey to adjust scientific 
methodologies and calibrations in 
the face of  large-scale OSW installa-
tions, this request is both reasonable 
and necessary.

Scientific survey mitigation has re-
sulted in, and will continue to cause, 
increased demand for staff  time and 
resources from NMFS Science Cen-
ters, Regional Offices, and Office of  
Protected Resources. As noted in the 
BOEM/NMFS Draft Survey Mitiga-
tion Implementation Strategy and un-
derscored by both agencies, the fish-
ing industry, and the public for years, 
NMFS has yet to receive any dedicated 
funding for scientific survey mitiga-
tion. Simply put, this is unacceptable.

Furthermore, as current and his-
torical users of  the marine environ-
ment whose livelihoods will be im-
pacted by disruptions to surveys and 
fishing grounds, this funding will be 
critical to ensuring the agency can 
begin to address survey impacts so 
that we understand and secure our 
future fishing opportunities.

To execute NMFS’ statutory man-
date to manage, conserve, and pro-
tect living marine resources using 
the best available science, and to 
protect the billions of  dollars worth 
of  investments in our fisheries man-
agement, science, and fishing busi-
ness operations, it is paramount that 
Congress increase scientific invest-
ments aimed at understanding the 
impacts of  OSW, deliver critical sci-
entific data, and ensure that domes-
tic sustainable seafood production is 
supported in the process.

NMFS COOPERATIVE RESEARCH

We respectfully request no less 
than $30 million for NMFS Coop-
erative Research projects specific 

to addressing the impacts of  OSW, 
equivalent to $5 million per Fisher-
ies Science Center.

NMFS Cooperative Research ef-
forts give commercial fishermen and 
processors a role in building the in-
dustry’s resilience to climate change 
while building trust in management 
outcomes and decisions. Addition-
ally Cooperative Research helps ad-
dress existing and emerging data 
gaps, rebuilds trust between manag-
ers and the seafood industry, helps 
incorporate local and traditional 
knowledge in science, and encourag-
es buy-in to management decisions.

Specifically with respect to OSW, 
cooperative research will allow fish-
ermen and processors to participate 
in improving our collective under-
standing of  impacts and how best 
to sustain the viability of  both in-
dustries. Fishermen develop impor-
tant hypotheses based on observed 
environmental changes and collect 
data that improve understanding 
of  local conditions and inform cli-
mate and fisheries sciences. More 
cooperative research would assist 
in understanding fisheries behavior 
and operational needs in relation to 
OSW. Cooperative Research projects 
specific to OSW may also provide 
an alternative source of  income for 
those fishermen who are displaced 
from their fishing grounds and pres-
ent an opportunity for fishermen to 
assist NMFS in collecting data in/
around OSW arrays where larger 
NOAA research vessels may not be 
able to access.

Currently, there is a gross dis-
parity in federal research funding 
available to OSW proponents, with 
extraordinarily little available to 
those without a financial interest in 
its deployment. Yet, despite the vast 
importance of  cooperative research 
toward achieving equitable partici-
pation in ocean planning, we are 
concerned that its funding is often 
the first item on the chopping block 
when cuts are necessary. We strong-
ly urge the Committee to resist re-
ducing or cutting funding for Coop-
erative Research, particularly as we 
face significant hurdles with respect 
to addressing the impacts of  OSW.

CONCLUSION

The scale of  OSW proposed in the 
U.S. is staggering. So too, are the fi-

nancial resources already invested 
and required to develop effective 
strategies for its deployment. Nota-
bly, one recent lease alone sold for 
over $1 billion in the New York Bight. 
Other federal agencies have received 
billions of  dollars to support OSW 
permitting and transmission needs; 
we feel the development of  appropri-
ate environmental impact mitigation 
strategies are equally important, if  
not more so. Additionally, given the 
pace of  OSW and the lack of  consid-
eration of  development on fisheries 
impacts, this funding is important 
now; securing funding after surveys 
are impacted will be too late.

While we acknowledge the need to 
take action on climate change, our 
government must ensure that it does 
everything in its power to avoid, 
minimize, and mitigate the impacts 
of  OSW on our marine environment, 
fishing businesses, and fishing com-
munities. Adequately funding Sci-
entific Survey Mitigation and addi-
tional Cooperative Research would 
be a productive place to start and we 
implore you to take seriously our re-
quests outlined above.

We are glad to see President 
Biden’s FY23 Budget Request in-
clude investments across NOAA to 
address the impacts of  OSW. How-
ever, we strongly support additional 
investments in NMFS Scientific Sur-
vey Mitigation and Cooperative Re-
search initiatives and urge Congress 
to direct federal appropriations to 
these two critical NMFS programs.

We appreciate your consider-
ation of  these requests. Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to Leigh 
Habegger (leigh@seafoodharvesters. 
org) or Annie Hawkins (annie@ 
rodafisheries.org).

Respectfully,

Leigh Habegger
Executive Director
Seafood Harvesters of America
National

Annie Hawkins
Executive Director
Responsible Offshore 
Development Alliance
National

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR ADDITIONAL SIGNATORIES

Funding
FROM PAGE 1
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FISHING ASSOCIATIONS
Alliance of Communities 
for Sustainable Fisheries 
Alan Alward 
Co-Chair 
Pacific

California Wetfish 
Producers Association 
Mark Fina 
Executive Director 
Pacific

Cape Cod Commercial 
Fishermen’s Alliance 
John Pappalardo 
Chief Executive Officer 
New England

East Farm Commercial 
Fisheries Center 
of Rhode Island 
Fred Mattera 
Executive Director 
New England

Fisheries Survival Fund 
David Frulla 
Counsel 
Mid-Atlantic, New England

Fishing Partnership 
Support Services 
Dan Orchard 
Executive Vice President 
New England

Garden State 
Seafood Association 
Scot Mackey 
Executive Director 
Mid-Atlantic

Gulf of Mexico Reef 
Fish Shareholders’ Alliance 
Buddy Guindon 
Executive Director 
Gulf of Mexico

Long Island Commercial 
Fishing Association 
Bonnie Brady 
Executive Director 
Mid-Atlantic

Maine Coast 
Fishermen’s Association 
Ben Martens 
Executive Director 
New England

Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association 
Patrice McCarron 
Executive Director 
New England

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association 
Beth Casoni 
Executive Director 
New England

Massachusetts Fishermen’s 
Partnership 
Ed Barrett, President 
Angela Sanfilippo, Exec. Director 
New England

Massachusetts Seafood 
Collaborative 
Mark DeCristoforo 
Executive Director 
New England

Midwater Trawlers 
Cooperative 
Heather Mann 
Executive Director 
Pacific, North Pacific

New England Young 
Fishermen’s Alliance 
Andrea Tomlinson 
Founder & Executive Director 
New England

New Hampshire Commercial 
Fishermen’s Association 
Erik Anderson 
President 
New England

North Carolina 
Fisheries Association 
Glenn Skinner 
Executive Director 
Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic

Northeast Seafood Coalition 
Jackie Odell 
Executive Director 
New England

Northeast Sector 
Service Network, Inc. 
Elizabeth Etrie 
Program Director 
New England

Oregon Dungeness 
Crab Commission 
Hugh Link 
Executive Director 
Pacific

Oregon Trawl Commission 
Yelena Nowak 
Executive Director 
Pacific

Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Associations 
George Bradshaw 
President 
Pacific

Pacific Whiting 
Conservation Cooperative 
Daniel Waldeck 
Executive Director 
Pacific

Purse Seine Vessel 
Owners Association 
Robert F. Kehoe 
Executive Director 
Pacific, North Pacific

Rhode Island Commercial 
Fishermen’s Association 
Christopher Brown 
President 
New England

Rhode Island Party and 
Charter Boat Association 
Captain Rick Bellavance 
President 
New England

Shrimp Producers 
Marketing Cooperative 
Nick Edwards 
Secretary 
Pacific

Southern Oregon Ocean 
Resource Coalition 
Susan Chambers 
Chair 
Pacific

United Catcher Boats 
Brent Paine 
Executive Director 
Pacific, North Pacific

West Coast Pelagic 
Conservation Group 
Michael Okoniewski 
Secretary 
Pacific

West Coast Seafood 
Processors Association 
Lori L. Steele 
Executive Director 
Pacific

II Northeast Fishery Sector, Inc. 
Joseph Orlando 
President 
New England

X Northeast Fishery Sector, Inc. & 
XIII Northeast Fishery Sector, Inc. 
John Haran 
Sector Manager 
Mid-Atlantic, New England

FISHING BUSINESSES
Atlantic Cape Fisheries, Inc., 
Galilean Seafood, Inc., 
IQF Custom Packing, LLC, 
Point Pleasant Packing, LLC, 
Sea Harvest, Inc., 
Atlantic Harvesters, LLC, 
Martin Fish Co., LLC, 
Barry Cohen 
Chairman 
Mid-Atlantic, New England

Bernadette Fisheries, Inc., 
Pacific Trawlers, Inc., 
Stormie C, LLC 
Judith Cutting 
Owner, President 
Pacific

Buckeye Scalloping Co., LLC, 
Chatham Scalloping 
Company, LLC, 
Hunter Scalloping 
Company, LLC, 
Kathryn Marie Scalloping 
Company, LLC, 
Ligia Scalloping Co., LLC, 
Saints & Angels 
Scalloping Company, LLC 
Cameron S. Miele 
Chief Executive Officer 
New England

Empire Fisheries 
Joseph J. Gilbert 
Owner/Operator 
New England

Explore the Ocean World, LLC 
Ellen Goethel 
Owner/Curator 
New England

F/V Anne Kathryn, 
RiverCenter Marine, LLC 
Richard Gracheck & 
Jean Peterson 
Owners 
New England

F/V Bulldog & 
American Seafood, Inc. 
Corey Harris 
Owner 
Mid-Atlantic

F/V Caitlin & Mairead 
David Aripotch 
Owner/Operator 
Mid-Atlantic

F/V Elizabeth Ames 
Steve and Chris Weiner 
Owner, Operator 
New England

F/V Ellen Diane 
David Goethel 
Owner/Operator 
New England

F/V Endeavour & 
F/V Challenger 
Gerry O’Neill 
Director 
New England

F/V Jocka 
Terry Alexander 
Owner 
New England

F/V Jeanette Marrie 
Jon Silva 
President 
Pacific

F/V King Fisher 
Todd Goodell & 
Susan McHugh 
Owners 
New England

F/V Lindsay L & 
F/V Grand Larson 
Kirk Larson 
Owner 
Mid-Atlantic

Lamonica Fine Foods 
Daniel P. LaVecchia 
President 
Mid-Atlantic

Lund’s Fisheries, Inc. 
Wayne Reichle 
President 
Mid-Atlantic, New England, Pacific

Marine Alliances Consulting 
Steve Scheiblauer 
Owner 
Pacific

Nordic Fisheries, Inc. 
Peter Anthony 
Owner 
New England

O’Hara Corporation 
Casey O’Hara 
Chief Executive Officer & 
Executive Vice President 
New England

Oceanside Marine, LLC 
Michael LaVecchia 
Owner 
Mid-Atlantic

Sea Breeze Fisheries 
Julie Lofstad 
Owner 
Mid-Atlantic

Sea Fresh USA 
Chris Lee 
Director 
New England

Sea Watch International, Ltd. 
& TMT Clam Company 
Guy Simmons 
Sr. Vice President 
Mid-Atlantic, New England

Shining Sea Fisheries 
Consulting, LLC 
Sarah Schumann 
Principal 
New England

Surfside Foods, LLC 
Thomas Dameron 
Government Relations, 
Fisheries Science Liaison 
Mid-Atlantic

The Town Dock 
Ryan Clark 
Chief Executive Officer 
New England

West Coast Fisheries 
Consultants 
Michael Conroy 
Principal 
Pacific
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            “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 

 

 


                            


JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com                      USCG Safety Inspection Station #327


 Marine Hardware                                
 Cotesi - Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical-Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats                                                                          
 Fish Totes                                                        Inflatable PFD’s 
 Insulated Tubs                                                           
 Cordage & Twine                                                        
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Polysteel Rope- Esterpro Sinking, Hydropro 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope - FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting  

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.  

 
 

               
 

Imperial 
 Survival Suits 
Sales & Annual 

Inspections 
Done in house 


 
 
 
 




Fenders & Buoys-All Colors 



Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductors: 

Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 

Ted Williams 508-264-5779 








Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 
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 Our pressure washers 
come with everything you 

need, including 50’ hose and  
wand with turbo nozzle.

Blast Away!

Onboard Pressure Washers

 5.6 GPM @ 3,500 PSI

Make cleanup  
easy and fast.  

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH
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Beginning in 2023, one of  the big-
gest blind spots in the assessment and 
management of  commercial fisher-
ies will be resolved. Precise location 
of  lobster fishing effort, especially in 
federal waters, has been absent from 
the collection of  statistics for this im-
portant fishery. Over the past two de-
cades nearly all other important off-
shore commercial fisheries (such as 
scallops, groundfish, and surf clams) 
have been required under federal 
regulations to deploy vessel monitor-
ing systems that reveal and archive 
fishing locations. A new coastwide re-
quirement for tracking devices to be 
placed on lobster vessels operating in 
federal waters will soon address this 
deficiency.

Why is it critical for lobster fishery 
vessels to reveal more specific fishing 
locations? The lobster fishery must 
establish its footprint in the face of  
competing uses of  the ocean: offshore 
wind development, aquaculture, and 
divergent conservation objectives 
including protection of  North Atlan-
tic right whales.  These challenges 
require detailed data that can show 
which fishing grounds are vitally 
important to the commercial lobster 
fishery. Zoning of  the ocean is a new 
management challenge for fishery 
managers as these new users and 
interconnected management objec-
tives might impinge on lobstermen’s 
ability to fish their traditional fishing 
grounds. 

This rule change will not affect 
commercially permitted vessels that 
only have a state permit and are 
therefore eligible to fish only in state 
waters. Lobster fishing activity in 
state waters close to shore has been 
sufficiently documented through 
DMF’s historic and current catch 
reporting requirements. Trip-level 
reporting with state level statistical 

sub-areas (i.e., state waters divided 
into 14 smaller geographical zones) 
has been required since 2010, and for 
many decades prior to that, lobster-
men submitted an annual catch re-
port summarizing catch and landings 
by state statistical area as well.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission approved the man-
agement plan (Addendum XXIX) in 
March that mandates all states—by 
the end of  2023—require vessels in 
their state with federal lobster per-
mits to deploy an electronic tracker 
to collect and transmit spatial data. 
ASMFC staff  working with DMF and 
other states’ staff  biologists have suc-
cessfully tested trackers over the past 
few years. Vessel location will be col-
lected every minute when not docked 
or moored; this will allow for the dis-
tinction between fishing activity and 
transit. Additionally, in the future, 
data analysts hope to use the data 
collected by trackers to estimate the 
number of  traps fished per trawl. 

The addendum allows for the use 
of  cellular-based tracking systems 
which are likely to incur lower costs 
than the satellite-based units used 
in many federal fisheries. Cellular-
based trackers remain in operation 
and collecting spatial data regardless 
of  cellular service availability; while 
these devices will only transmit those 
data when in cellular service range, 
they otherwise store them for upload 
when the vessel returns to within 
range. This makes cellular-based 
trackers distinct from satellite-based 
vessel monitoring systems, which are 
truly real-time monitors. Data for an 
individual vessel will be kept strictly 
confidential–just as all catch and ef-
fort data have been kept confidential. 
Aggregated data will be used by state 
and federal government officials to 
understand the times and places lob-
ster fishing occurs.

The collection of  enhanced spatial 
and temporal data through these elec-
tronic tracking devices in the offshore 
lobster fishery will help managers ad-
dress a number of  challenges facing 
the fishery. Electronic tracking data 
will greatly aid the scientists who 
work on periodic stock assessments 
to estimate exploitation and abun-
dance of  American lobster, because 
the trackers will allow size composi-
tion data to be linked to harvest at a 

much finer spatial resolution than 
what is currently possible. Addition-
ally, the data will improve the models 
used to assess the location of  vertical 
lines in the fishery and their associat-
ed risk to endangered North Atlantic 
right whales which could impact fed-
eral risk reduction requirements for 
the fishery. Ocean planning efforts 
require detailed spatial usage data 
to minimize conflicts among all ac-
tivities such as fishing, aquaculture, 
marine protected areas, and offshore 
energy development; these data will 
provide fishery managers informa-
tion needed to help maintain industry 
fishing grounds. Last, the efficiency 
of  law enforcement efforts to exam-
ine lobster gear in the water for com-
pliance will be improved by helping 
enforcement officials locate widely 
dispersed gear in the offshore fishery.

Before being approved by the 
ASMFC, there was some hesitancy 
among Lobster Management Board 

members to approve the new Ad-
dendum due to the cost burden to 
be placed on fishermen. To alleviate 
that problem, Congress approved an 
appropriation that will allow states 
to financially support vessel owners 
for the purchase, installation, and an-
nual data costs of  the devices (for sev-
eral years). DMF expects to receive 
grant funds from ASMFC and be able 
to re-grant those funds to eligible ves-
sel owners in the months ahead. DMF 
hopes to have the federally-permitted 
lobster fleet fully functional with 
trackers by this time next year. 

By Dan McKiernan, Director, and 
Story Reed, Permitting and Statistics 

Program Manager 
https://www.mass.gov/news/lob-

ster-vessel-trackers-to-be-required-
in-2023?utm_medium=email&utm_

source=govdelivery 

Lobster Vessel Trackers 
to be Required in 2023
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hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

KITTERY
PORTLAND
ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT
SW HARBOR 
JONESPORT

Photo by Wayne Hamilton ©

Save The Date
COMMERCIAL  

FISHERMEN 
APPRECIATION DAYS!
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FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE

SKATES ~ HERRING ~ POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH ~ POLLOCK
FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH ~ DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON
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New England Fishery Management Council

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950 Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

New England Fishery Management Council

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                    PRESS CONTACT:  Janice Plante
July 18, 2022                                                         (607) 592-4817,  jplante@nefmc.org

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950
Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

Council Approves HAPC for Southern New England; Previews
Northeast Regional Habitat Assessment Data Explorer

The New England Fishery Management Council voted in late June to establish a new Habitat Area of 
Particular Concern (HAPC) that overlaps offshore wind-energy lease sites in Southern New England and 
includes a 10-kilometer buffer on all sides of the sites (see map below).

The Council selected this area to highlight its concerns over potential adverse impacts from offshore wind 
development on: (1) sensitive hard-bottom habitats; and (2) cod spawning activity.  If approved by NOAA 
Fisheries, the HAPC designation would be applied during the essential fish habitat (EFH) consultation

Above, outlined in red, is the Council’s proposed HAPC.  The area 
encompasses offshore wind-energy lease sites in Southern New 
England and adds a surrounding buffer zone. – New England Council graphic

Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC) 
Proposed for Southern New England

process for offshore wind projects in the area.  
Some projects are already permitted, while 
others are currently undergoing environmental 
review or are within the site assessment phase.

HAPCs are a subset of EFH.  The proposed 
Southern New England HAPC overlaps 
designated EFH for several Council-managed 
species that rely on complex habitats.  
Furthermore, there has been recent evidence of 
cod spawning activity on Cox Ledge within the 
proposed HAPC.  The boundaries cover the 
footprint of the wind-energy leases plus a buffer 
on all sides, recognizing that some aspects of 
offshore development may have impacts that 
extend out to at least 10 kilometers, such as 
acoustic impacts from pile driving.

The Council reviewed four other HAPC 
alternatives before selecting this fifth option, 
which combines the conservation objectives of 
the other alternatives and emphasizes the 
importance of complex habitat on the egg, 
juvenile, and adult life stages of species ranging 
from herring and scallops to monkfish, skates, 
winter flounder, and red hake in addition to cod.  
The Council initiated the framework for this
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New England Fishery Management Council

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950 Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

New England Fishery Management Council

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950
Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

HAPC in February 2022, postponed action in April pending further development, and took final action in 
June.  View the latest HAPC presentation and other June meeting materials here.

NORTHEAST REGIONAL HABITAT ASSESSMENT (NRHA) DATA EXPLORER: The Council received a preview of 
the new data explorer developed by the Northeast Regional Habitat Assessment leads working with the 

The New England Council developed two Dedicated 
Habitat Research Areas (DHRAs) – one on 
Stellwagen Bank and one on Georges Bank as shown 
above – under Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2 
(OHA2).  The amendment included a three-year 
review of the DHRAs and the ability for the Regional 
Administrator of the Greater Atlantic Regional 
Fisheries Office (GARFO) to remove the areas if no 
research is being conducted.  GARFO is working on 
the review and will soon publish a notice soliciting 
information about ongoing research within the 
DHRAs.  The Council created a flow chart (see pages 
115-117 in this document) to evaluate whether the 
established criteria for maintaining the DHRAs has 
been met. The Council identified four categories of 
habitat research priorities in OHA2 that focused on: 
(1) gear impacts; (2) habitat recovery; (3) natural 
disturbance; and (4) productivity.

Dedicated Habitat Research Areas
Steering Committee, teams, and partners.  The Council 
expressed enthusiastic support during the June 
demonstration.  The tool will continue to be refined with 
additional data and reports. 

The goal of this three-year project was to describe and 
characterize estuarine, coastal, and offshore fish habitat 
distribution, abundance, and quality in the Northeast for 
more than 65 species with four action-areas in mind:

1. Fish abundance and trends in habitat types in the 
inshore area; 
2. Habitat vulnerability, including responses to changes in 
climate; 

3. Spatial descriptions of species habitat use in the 
offshore area; and

4. Habitat data visualization and decision support tools.

The data explorer shares products and provides tools to 
learn more about fish habitats.  It includes survey data
summaries, habitat distribution models, and reports.  

Stay Tuned! The NRHA team, in conjunction with the 
New England and Mid-Atlantic Councils, will be 
developing outreach and communications materials over 
the summer and fall to help everyone learn how to 
navigate the data explorer and make the most of its 
extensive repository of information. 
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Legal Defense 
Fund Updates

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) Legal Defense 
Fund (LDF) needs your support now 
more than ever.  This dedicated fund 
is for the purpose of  defending the 
Massachusetts commercial lobster 
fishermen from legal and fisher-
ies management actions that could 
seriously impact our commercial 
lobstermen’s ability to conduct their 
businesses and earn a living.

Currently, the MLA is actively 
engaged in three separate lawsuits 
that could have negative impacts on 
the commercial lobster industry and 
is working with multiple lawyers 
in Washington D.C. and here in the 
Commonwealth to fight for you and 
your industry.

UPDATE JULY 26, 2022 —  (Washington 
D.C.) Case 1:18-cv-00112-JEB - CEN-
TER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
et al v. ROSS et al, United States 
District Judge Boasberg issued a 43-
pg. memorandum opinion on 7/8 in 
Center for Biological Diversity et al. 
v. Raimondo, C.A. No. 18-112.  In that 
opinion, Judge Boasberg concluded 
that NMFS violated its obligations 
under the ESA and the MMPA by 
issuing the 2021 BiOp and 2021 Final 
Rule.  The Court’s ruling was nar-
row:  it declined the NGO’s offer to 
issue a remedy decision, and based its 
liability ruling on two findings: (1) the 
2021 BiOp’s incidental take statement, 
which authorized zero lethal takes, 
despite recognizing the likelihood of  
multiple lethal takes, did not satisfy 
NMFS’ obligations under the ESA 
and the MMPA to reach a negligible 
impact of  takes, and (2) the 2021 Final 
Rule amending the ALWTRP failed 
to comply with certain MMPA timing 
requirements. 

While the decision represents a 
setback for NMFS and the industry, 
portions of  Judge Boasberg’s opinion 
show that His Honor is keenly aware 
of  the economic toll that a closure 
would cause and has not reached the 
conclusion that a closure is neces-
sary.  As a preliminary matter, Judge 
Boasberg declined the NGO’s invita-
tion to issue a remedy decision based 
on the briefing presented to date. 
Instead, on page 42 of  the decision, 
Judge Boasberg states (with regard to 
remedy): “The Court’s findings at this 
juncture do not dictate that it must 
immediately shutter the American 
lobster fishery; indeed, it is cognizant 
of  what a weighty blow that would 
inflict. Instead, the Court will order 

additional briefing as to potential 
remedies, which may include remand 
with or without vacatur. CBD I, 2020 
WL 1809465, at *10 (doing same); see 
also Fed. Dfts. Cross-MSJ at 44–45 (re-
questing supplemental briefing). On 
such a remand, moreover, the Service 
may find that other measures exist to 
reduce lethal take, or that projected 
take is in fact lower than originally 
estimated. Remand thus need not be 
equivalent to a shutdown. For now, 
however, the Court reaches no deter-
mination on this question without the 
benefit of  further briefing.”

Other portions of  the decision 
contain similar cautionary language 
regarding the potential impact on the 
industry: 

• Page 3: “Cognizant of  the potential 
effects of  this ruling on the lobster 
industry — and on the economies 
of  Maine and Massachusetts — and 
given the highly complex statutory 
and regulatory environment that this 
case involves, the Court orders no 
remedy here. Instead, it will offer the 
parties the opportunity for further 
briefing to articulate alternatives the 
Court may select.”

• Page 15: “This new Rule comes 
into play against the backdrop of  the 
importance of  lobster fishing to the 
economies of  several states along 
the Atlantic seaboard. In particular, 
in coastal Maine, “the lobster sup-
ply chain has an economic impact . 
. . of  $1 billion annually” and ben-
efits numerous fishermen and their 
families. See Maine Cross-MSJ at 11; 
see also ECF No. 206 (Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association’s Opposi-
tion (MALA Opp.)) at 9–11 (discussing 
economic and labor effects of  trap/
pot fishing on coastal Massachusetts 
communities).”

Regarding remedy briefing, the 
MLA and all of  the other Defendants 
in (Washington D.C.) Case 1:18-cv-
00112-JEB - CENTER FOR BIOLOGI-
CAL DIVERSITY et al v. ROSS et al, 
requested that Judge Boasberg stay 
remedy briefing pending the decision 
in (Washington, D.C.) Case 1:21-cv-
02509-JEB MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION, INC. v. NATIONAL 
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE et al., 
in which the MLA and other Maine 
parties are intervening Plaintiffs. In 
that case, the MLA and Maine-based 
Plaintiffs are requesting that the 
Court find that NMFS’s most recent 
BiOp, and therefore Take Reduction 
Rule, violate the ESA and the APA. 

For those reasons, in that case, we 
asked the Court to remand the BiOp 
and Take Reduction Rule to NMFS 
for reevaluation based on lawful 
standards and rational assumptions. 
Given Judge Boasberg’s comments 
at the hearing, we are not confident 
that His Honor will stay remedy 
briefing pending His Honor’s decision 
in (Washington, D.C.) Case 1:21-cv-
02509-JEB MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION, INC. v. NATIONAL 
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE et al. 
While we are hopeful we are wrong 
in this regard, we believe the brief-
ing schedule for remedies will be 
that: 1) the NGO’s file their brief  by 
August 12, 2022; 2) the Government 
file their brief  by September 19, 2022; 
3) Intervenor-Defendants, including 
the MLA, file their briefs by October 
7, 2022; and, 4) the NGO’s file reply 
briefs by October 21, 2022. After this 
briefing schedule, we expect oral 
argument. For these reasons, it will 
likely be many months before any 
decision is made.

UPDATE JULY 26, 2022 —  MAX Cases. 
Richard Strahan, who fashions 
himself  as “Man Against Xctinction” 
or MAX, has continued his vendetta 
against Arthur Sawyer, the MLA, 
and the MLA members. As most of  
our members are well aware, MAX 
is intending to bring an ESA Section 
9 Takings Claim against 800 com-
mercial lobstermen on the false claim 
that Vertical Buoy Ropes (VBR) kills 
whales. We all know this is not true 
and United States District Judge 
Talwani already dismissed this type 
of  claim against Arthur Sawyer in 
one of  MAX’s earlier cases, MAX v. 
MEOEEA, cv-22-1225-IT (D. Mass. 
2019). We are confident that, if  MAX 
brings these claims, we can secure 
dismissal with prejudice for our 
MLA members. If  you have received 
a notice of  an ESA Section 9 Takings 
Claim, please contact Sam Blatchley 
(sblatchley@ecklandblando.com) as 
soon as possible, as Sam and his firm, 
Eckland & Blando, are leading the de-
fense of  our members against MAX.

We are also taking the offensive 
against MAX to stop this behav-
ior in two different cases. First, in 
MAX v. Pentony, No. 1:21-cv-01131-
TJK, (D.D.C. 2021), a federal case in 
Washington D.C., we have filed a 
motion for pre-filing injunction that, 
if  granted, would prohibit MAX from 
filing claims against Sawyer or the 
MLA around the country without 
prior approval or at least limit him 

from doing so in D.C. and the First 
Circuit courts (including Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Maine, Rhode 
Island, and Puerto Rico). We are also 
seeking the same relief  in MAX v. 
McKiernan, No. 1:22-cv-10364-IT, a 
federal case in Massachusetts. MAX 
has used vile and disgusting language 
against the Courts, Sawyer, the MLA, 
its members, and its attorneys. We 
believe his seeming abuse of  the legal 
system will result in either the D.C. 
Court or the Massachusetts Court 
granting the pre-filing injunction 
which will substantially curb MAX’s 
ability to harass the MLA and its 
members using the court system

The commercial lobstermen’s 
businesses are at stake as well as 
the thousands of  jobs and shore side 
businesses that depend upon the 
continued success of  the commercial 
lobster industry.  The commercial 
lobstermen in Massachusetts are 
NOT to the problem and have done 
everything asked of  them by National 
Marine Fisheries Service and have 
been working under the strictest con-
servation rules for the right whales 
anywhere in the world since 2014.  
Yet here we are, still fighting these 
lawsuits to keep the Massachusetts 
commercial lobstermen fishing.

The Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association has been actively 
involved in these lawsuits since 2018 
and we need your generous support 
today to continue our fight to keep 
the commercial lobstermen fish-
ing.  As we all know, any legal action 
costs lots of  money and over the last 
5 years the Massachusetts Lobster-
men’s Association Legal Defense 
Fund has spent over $300,000 fighting 
these legal battles.  These are real 
threats to the historic and iconic 
commercial lobster industry and we 
are doing everything to keep the Mas-
sachusetts commercial lobstermen 
fishing.

WHERE TO MAKE DONATIONS

Any contribution you can afford 
to make to the Legal Defense Fund is 
greatly appreciated.

Donate by mail:

MLA LDF, 
8 Otis Place 
Scituate, MA 02066

Donate online:

www.lobstermen.com
– In the Members section 

select Dues/Donate.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT!

AUG 2022 SUPPORTERS

Benny J Fisheries
Alex Brown

Jeffrey DePersia
William Kerrigan

Eric Lorentzen
Peter Mason
Phil Mason
Toby Mason

Gregory Mataronas
Doug Maxfield
David McComb

Paul Mullen
Bradley Myslinski

Rock Island Lobster
Neil Rossman
Richard Russo

Therese Sauvageau
Ketcham Traps

Mark Vona
James Walsh
Paul Young

to the Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association

LEGAL 
DEFENSE 

FUND

DONATE 
TODAY!

Donate to the MLA Legal Defense Fund to 

“Band the Bite” TODAY!
Help us fill the lobster crate and help relieve  

the “PINCH” of defending commercial lobstermen!

Let’s fill the lobster crate TODAY!
Every $25 dollars donated puts another lobster in the lobster crate!!

There are several ways to make a donation
MLA website: www.lobstermen.com Legal Defense Fund Donation

Paypal: Legal Defense Fund Donation
Mail or drop off a check:

MLA, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066 
Call the MLA : 781-545-6984 xt2

Use your camera on your phone to Scan the QR Code
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CONTINUED SUPPORT!
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Every $25 dollars donated puts another lobster in the lobster crate!!
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MLA website: www.lobstermen.com Legal Defense Fund Donation

Paypal: Legal Defense Fund Donation
Mail or drop off a check:
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www.ketchamsupply.com
info@ketchamsupply.com

508.997.4787

111 Myrtle Street 
New Bedford, MA  
@ketchamsupply    

1.5” Mesh
12.5 Gauge
100’  Roll

Riverdale Mills Patch Wire
O� Grade

        

1.5
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100

O� Grade
        

Ketcham Supply Store Special

6 Inch (4 Mesh) Roll $457.5 Inch (5 Mesh) Roll $54
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Cummins diesel engine.

Steve Nadeau - MA, ME, RI and Upstate NY
207-510-2247 | steve.nadeau@cummins.com

Will Collins - MA, RI, CT and NY
781-801-1772 | will.collins@cummins.com

Contact your local Cummins distributor or dealer for complete program details.

Billings Diesel and Marine
Stonington, ME
(207) 367-2328

Brewers’ Plymouth Marine
Plymouth, MA 
(508) 746-4500

Brewer Greenwich Bay
Warwick, RI 
(401) 884-0544

Bristol Marine
Bristol, RI
(401) 253-2200

Cape Ann Marine
Gloucester, MA
(978) 283-2116

Casco Bay Diesel
Portland, ME
(207) 878-9377

Great Island Boat Yard
Harpswell, ME
207-729-1639

Great Bay Marine
Newington, NH
603-436-5299

Gorham’s Diesel Repair, Inc.
Braintree, MA
(781) 843-0816

Hinckley Yacht Services
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-7100

Hinckley Yacht Services
Southwest Harbor, ME
(207) 244-5572

Hodgdon Yacht Services
Southport, ME
(207) 633-2970

Hyannis Marina
Hyannis, MA
(508) 775-5662
 
Independent Field Service
Dewitt, NY
(315) 481-4077

James Rich Boat Yard
Southwest Harbor, ME
(207) 244-3208

Journey’s End Marina
Rockland, ME
(207) 594-4444

Kennedy Marine
Engineering & Fabrication
Steuben, ME
(207) 546-7139

Kingman Yacht Center
Cataumet, MA
(508) 563-7136

MacDougall’s Cape Cod
Marine Service
Falmouth, MA
(508) 548-3146 
 
Merri-Mar Yacht Basin
Newburyport, MA
(978) 465-3022

 

Niemiec Marine
New Bedford, MA
(508) 997-7390

Point Judith Marina
Wakefield, RI
(401) 789-7189

Port Niantic Inc
Niantic (East Lyme), CT 
(860) 739-2155

Rhode Island
Engine Co., Inc.
Narragansett, RI
(401) 789-1021

Russ Marine Service
Peabody, MA
(978) 532-3373

QSB6.7  
250-480 HP

QSC8.3 
500 HP

QSL9 
290-410 HP

QSM11 
610 HP

NETWORK OF MARINE ENGINE DEALERS THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND

salesandservice.cummins.com
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In spring 2022, the Massachusetts 
coast once again played host to large 
aggregations of  North Atlantic right 
whales. Seasonal feeding aggrega-
tions were observed in both tradition-
al right whale habitats like Cape Cod 
Bay and in newly utilized areas like 
Massachusetts Bay and the North 
Shore. The Massachusetts Restricted 
Area (MRA), a seasonal trap gear clo-
sure, was geographically expanded in 
2021 to state waters portions of  Mass 
Bay and the North Shore to protect 
right whales that have recently ex-
tended their distribution to those ar-
eas. The importance of  that expanded 
closure was demonstrated in 2022, as 
the Center for Coastal Studies (CCS) 
aerial surveillance team observed 
aggregations of  right whales in Mas-
sachusetts Bay, Salem Sound, and off  
Gloucester. Since 2021, DMF and CCS 
has broadened aerial survey cover-
age to include the northern portions 
of  the MRA.  

Right whales were also present in 
large numbers in Cape Cod Bay in 
2022, as is typical of  their distribution. 
A season high of  99 individual whales 
was documented in CCB at the end of  
February. The seasonal trap gear clo-
sure in MA state waters runs through 
May 15 to protect right whale aggre-
gations that now linger into mid-May. 

Over the course of  the 2022 season, 
at least 73% (n=247) of  the known right 
whale population was documented in 
Massachusetts state waters and ad-
jacent federal waters, including 10 of  
the 15 calves born in 2022. The CCS 
team is continuing to analyze photos 
from the season and the number of  
whales observed is likely to increase.

To ensure the expanded MRA is free 
of  any derelict gear that might pose 
an entanglement risk, DMF partners 
with the Massachusetts Environmen-
tal Police (MEP) and commercial fish-
ermen to remove any gear that is lost 
or abandoned in the closed area.  In 
2022, these efforts removed approxi-
mately 2,000 traps and 500 buoy lines, 
mainly from Mass Bay and the North 
Shore where the closure is still rela-

tively new.  Enforcement actions re-
lated to these violations are likely to 
assist in improved compliance in the 
future and DMF will continue to mon-
itor for and remove derelict gear dur-
ing the closed season.  The accompa-
nying article on page 1 provides more 
details on this gear removal program.

With a large portion of  the right 
whale population aggregating in 
Massachusetts, it is critical to protect 
them from entanglement and vessel 
collision while in our waters. In addi-
tion to the expanded MRA, DMF re-
cently implemented other protected 
species regulations affecting trap/pot 
fisheries in Massachusetts, includ-
ing the requirement to modify buoy 
lines to break under 1,700 pounds 
of  tension, expanded gear marking, 
and buoy line diameter restrictions. 
The purpose of  the closure is to pro-
tect seasonal aggregations of  feeding 
right whales from entanglement in 
fishing gear, while weaker buoy lines 
will reduce the potential for injury or 

mortality caused by entanglements, 
should they occur, and expanded 
buoy line marking and diameter re-
strictions will allow researchers to 
more clearly detect or eliminate the 
possibility that Massachusetts gear 
was involved in an entanglement.

The new regulations were neces-
sary because of  amendments to the 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduc-
tion Plan, ongoing litigation against 
the Commonwealth of  Massachu-
setts regarding endangered species, 
and the vulnerable state of  the right 
whale population. DMF has been or-
dered by a federal judge to apply for 
an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) un-
der the Endangered Species Act and 
these new regulations will be incor-
porated into the Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan (HCP), a key component of  
the ITP which must detail steps DMF 
is taking to minimize and mitigate 
impacts the fishery would have on 
endangered species. These measures 
represent significant action by DMF 

and the industry to reduce the risk of  
right whale entanglements in fixed 
gear. DMF has worked with NOAA 
Fisheries to evaluate the risk reduc-
tion associated with the regulations 
and found these measures reduce 
risk in Massachusetts state waters 
by over 90%. Based on these impor-
tant conservation measures, which 
are unique to Massachusetts, NOAA 
Fisheries reclassified the MA trap/
pot fishery as separate from the larg-
er Northeast lobster fishery under the 
List of  Fisheries, giving it a Category 
II designation. DMF is in the process 
of  finalizing its Habitat Conservation 
Plan and Incidental Take Permit and 
will submit a draft to NOAA Fisheries 
in July 2022.  

By Erin Burke, 
Protected Species Specialist 

https://www.mass.gov/news/
right-whales-visited-massa-

chusetts-waters-again-in-large-
numbers?utm_medium=email&utm_

source=govdelivery

Right Whales Visited 
Massachusetts Waters 
Again in Large Numbers
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Office 781-545-6984 
Fax 781-545-7837 
www.lobstermen.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP    Full Voting  Associate  Business
 $200 Annual Dues $200 Annual Dues $300 Annual Dues

Name

Business Name  * Business members will now be listed in 2” x 2” ad in the new MLA business section at the front of  the monthly newspaper, 
a 2” x 2” ad linked to your website will be added to the MLA website, preferential ad location selection in the newspaper and early registration and 
booth preferences for the MLA Annual Weekend event.  

Address

City/Town State Zip Code

Home Phone Cell Phone Work Phone Fax Number

Email Address Website

Vessel Name Homeport Permit ID# Type of Permit

[  ] Check here if you would like Hull and P&I Insurance information sent to you

Payment options - Cash, Check, MasterCard or Visa

Credit Card Number Exp. Date 3 digit security# Zip Code

Signature _______________________________________________________________Date: ________ / _________ / ________

*To qualify for a Full Regular Membership, you MUST (1) hold a valid Mass. Commercial Lobster 
License, (2) reside in Massachusetts, (3) be sponsored by either two Regular Members or one Delegate, 
and (4) send in a copy of your lobster license with this application.

Sponsors:

#1 Name __________________________________________________________________  [  ] Delegate [  ] Regular Member

#2 Name __________________________________________________________________  [  ] Delegate [  ] Regular Member
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MLA Classifieds Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-members are a flat $25.00. 

Ads run for 5 months & will be automatically deleted unless you call the MLA office to renew. 
781-545-6984 or email ads to: tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com 

*All ads are subject to review prior to placement

AD #1 (4/22)  FOR SALE- TURN 
KEY – Lobster Business- 26’ w/ a 10 
½’ beam flat bottom, 90hp, hydraulic 
hauler, bilge pump Atkins Lobster 
Boat, Lobster gear and transferable 
Area-1 coastal lobster permit. Sold 
as a package. Serious inquiries only. 
$40,000.00 Call/text 781-375-6409 for 
more information

AD#2 (1/22) FOR SALE – 19 2001 
Eastern (first year they bought the mold 
from Seaway); 90 hp Mercury outboard; 
Hydroslave hauler. Boat custom built. 
Center console w/canvas top. Center 
console built more forward creating 
more deck space for gear/fishing room. 
Transom built higher. Stainless bow 
rails, fish finder, depth GPS, washdown 
pump & Load Rite trailer only a few 
years old w/power winch. Live tank 
& culling table. Boat in great shape. 
$16,500. 11 coils of new 5/16 sinking 
rope. $2.25 lb. Coils-1800 & vary from 
40-44 pounds. One coil 5/16 floating 
line $2.00 lb. Serious inquiries only. 
Jack @ 5 p.m. 508-747-5680

AD#3 (6/22) FOR SALE – Hydraulic 
Components, parts and service. 
Pumps, Motors, Valves and 
Accessories. Hydraulic Hoses made 
while you wait. Great Prices–Same day 
service (in many cases)-Wide selection 
of in-stock items. Rebuilt items 
occasionally available. ROSE MARINE, 
Gloucester, MA 877-283-3334

AD#4 (4/22) FOR SALE - Fresh 
Lobster Bait-Fresh pogies, gillnetted/
cast netted on the F/V Bug Catcher II-
iced & lightly salted top quality lobster 
& fish bait. .60 cents per pd. Free local 
delivery in Connecticut. Call/Text DJ or 
Kory 203-824-8247

AD#5 (7/22) FOR SALE – 24 Crosley 
net lift $2,000.00 – 11  roller $600.00 
needs work. 5 -rehung foam core 6 1/2 
x 25 x 14 BRO offer. 11- rehung foam 
core 7x25x16 All 65 lb. lead line. B.R.O. 
Commercial Fish/Ice Vats $30.00 15 
ft. of 7 1/2 inch mooring chain $50.00.  
30- Buoy rope ends 250-300 ft. long 
$20.00 each 2- coils 7/16th 1200 ft 
rope $50.00 each. 30- 24  gillnet hauler 
springs $4.00 each 20lb. 3/4 stainless 
steel hog rings B.R.O.  20lb. 1/2 hog 
rings B.R.O. Text Only 617-694-4802

AD#6 (3/22) LOOKING TO BUY - MA 
Coastal Lobster Permit-David at 781-
775-5569

AD#7 (8/22) FOR SALE – Cold water 
dive suit w/ all accessories-used once-
still in boxes. $2,000.00 Call Robert 
@617-240-5196

AD#8 (7/22) FOR SALE – Gill net 
frames & raw water pump QSM11 & 
Aluminum Trap Fence BRO Call Eric 
508-889-9180

AD#9 (8/22) FOR SALE  – MA conch 
pot, scup pot, striped bass, sea bass, 
tautog etc. Traps.  35 Novi 9knt boat 1 
1/2 gal/hr, trap ramp, auto pilot bunks 
ect. $85,000  Call 508 939 1231

AD#10 (6/22) FOR SALE - 1966 
Cedar over Oak 34 wooden lobster 
boat. NE Ford Leaman 135 HP engine, 
re-built tranny, Stainless shaft, 4 blade 
prop. Built by Ano Day -Stonington 
Maine. Several upgrades throughout 
ownership of boat. In process of 
building a new boat-this boat was 
fished last season. $7,500.00 or B.R.O. 
Call Dean @ 781-264-7501

AD#11 (5/22) FOR SALE - Warp–Used 
& some new, mostly knot free. 76 lbs. 
5/16, 33 lbs. 3/18 $99 takes all 508-
269-1406 Plymouth

AD#12 (5/21) FOR SALE - 18 Wooden 
Lapstreak Skiff. In remarkable 
condition. Bottom was fiber-glassed 
before first used. All heavy duty oak 
ribs, stiffeners, ribs and floor cleats. 
Excellent boat for coastal/harbor 
fishing, or for lugging traps. Will send 
picture upon request. $1,990.00 or 
BRO. Call 508 269-1406.

AD#13 (7/22) FOR SALE - Bronze dual 
ram steering Quadrant-Freeman Oval 
hatch-15×23 opening SS mast base. 2 
2ft., outriggers-no base-Mike 978-745-
6182 leave message

AD#14 (5/22) FOR SALE – 300 
3-Cement runners $5.00 each Call 
631-286-3335

AD#15 (7/22) FOR SALE – 50 HP 
Honda Tiller Outboard – $3,900.00. 
2014 engine-excellent condition w/
very low hours. Original owner. Used 
on a skiff that saw limited use. Located 

in Gloucester.  Serviced by Crocker’s 
Boatyard in Essex. Call/text Dave-603-
422-4335.

AD#16 (6/22) FOR SALE – Gillnet 
gear, 24 Crosley lifter, all hardware 
to mount, picking table /spreader 
$900.00 6 insulated vats $50.00 ea. 8 
pingers $30.00 ea. 40 round-fish nets, 
40 monk fish & 11 new webs all $45.00 
ea. Call/text 774-264-0083

AD#17 (6/22) HELP WANTED – 
Lobster Boat located in Marshfield is 
looking for help for the 2022 fishing 
season. Experienced preferred but 
will train. No drama, no drugs & must 
have own transportation. Call 781-767-
4130/508-510-7792

AD#18 (6/22) FOR SALE – 24’ 
Privateer, 5.7L Crusader low hours, 
Honda hydraulic power pack with 10” 
hauler. S.S. Davit. Plotter, sounder, 
radar, VHF.  New cockpit floor & deck 
with 2’ stern extension. Rigged for 
pot hauling. Ready to fish. $16,000. 
Area 2 coastal Mass lobster permit, 
90 pot allocation $25,000. Selling as 
a package, boat & permit $35,000. 
Located in Oak Bluffs. Call-774-563-
0393

AD#19 (6/22) FOR SALE – 1980 
Bob Rich 40 wooden lobster boat. 471 
Detroit diesel, twin disc gear, hydro-
slave pot hauler w/diverter valve for 
other fisheries. Two 75 gal fuel tanks 
(fiberglass) under deck, full cabin, 
GPS, Koden depth sounder, VHF radio, 
MA coastal Area 1 lobster permit, 800 
trap. Federal Area 1 lobster permit w/ 
endorsements (groundfish/dogfish) 
800 pot limit. 150 wire lobster traps, 
some never used (brand new) 60-70 
buoy’s, extra ropes, safety equipment, 
sea anchor, 12 fiberglass skiff, misc; 
lobster related equipment, spare 
propeller (never used) trap related 
repair equipment. $70,000.00 firm 
needs to go as a package. Call Bill @ 
781-834-7418 

AD#20 (6/22) FOR SALE - 1,000 
hooks new tub trawl-gear W/anchors, 
180 buoy lines. B.R.O. Bryan @ 508-
221-8568

AD#21 (6/22) FOR SALE - 1987 
Daniels Head 39’ 11” Fiberglass Gillnet 
boat. 207HP Mitsubishi D14.14 T Diesel 
engine (1992), Twin Disc 506 trans, 
complete electronics, 2 berth, 6’x5’ 
aluminum gill net reel with stainless 
frame, 2 fish holds, 2 insulated deck 
boxes, rollers, 2 bus heaters, vessel 
in good condition – new fuel tank, 
new paint/fiberglass/fish boxes 
(2022).  $79,500 or B.R.O. Fed Permit 
Monkfish B with around 80 nets and 
16 dog nets with buoy st anchors 
$45,000. Federal directed shark 
permit $15,000. Call 609-294-1628 /
text for pictures 609-713-5228 

AD#22 (7/22) WANTED - Usable 
hauler valve for Hydro Slave 14″ hauler.  
Gresen or compatible. Model W42 or 
25PV4 if possible. Call Augie 617-529-
4640, leave message.

AD#23 (8/22) FOR SALE - 100 traps 
36x21x15 $20.00 each Life Raft 
$500.00 Call 508-577-4868

AD#24 (2/22) FOR SALE - LMA-1 
Federal lobster permit, 800 trap 
allocation, good history $38,000.00 
978-578-8882

AD#25 (3/22) LOOKING FOR - Area 1 
coastal lobster permit. 339-788-3621

AD#26 (3/22) FOR SALE - 1986 38ft 
Atkinson 671 Detroit- runs great- 2 
shaft 507 T.D. 12 standard horizon 
chart plotter-8 Sitex chart plotter 
brand new. Brand new clutch master 
pump -14 hauler -120-gallon fiber 
glass gas tank. Area 1 in-shore lobster 
permit-$55,000.00 Call/Text 508-
577-4868

AD#27 (3/22) FOR SALE - 95 traps 4 
x 15 x 22 1/2 tops/heads/supports/all 
openings cut/vents $90.00 each Call 
781-424-1670

AD#28 (6/22) FOR SALE - two 
aluminum propellers 13.5×15 & 14×11 
for Evinrude outboard were on 115 
HP, great condition $50. each Ipswich  
978-356-4525
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C7.1

C18 C32

C9.3

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A” 
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”

715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”

* Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:
1,001 BHP @ 2300 
1,136 BHP @ 2300

C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B”

416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D” 

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800

CAT MARINE ENGINES
Tier 3 Commercial Line-up

2112108 CAT Marine Engines Tier 3 Commerical Line-Up Ad – 9.25x12
December 13, 2021 12:26 PM

©2021 Isosceles Design, Manchester, NH. All rights reserved.

miltoncat.com

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK

350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”  IN STOCK
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK
425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

Billings Diesel & Marine 
Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer 
Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & 
Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager. 

Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248
Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
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