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Massachusetts
Lobstermen’s

Association
Fighting to Save the
Commercial Lobster
Industry

Currently, the Commonwealths commercial
lobster industry is in the crosshairs of two
lawsuits and is working tirelessly to stave off

the unrealistic and draconian measures being
proposed by Environmental Non-government
Organizations (eNGO) and Federal Judges. The
thousands of individual business owners here in
the Commonwealth are at risk of being shutdown
by these recent rulings.
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NGO Proposed Whale Closure Area

DMF Director Appointed
PG5

Right Whale Litigation
PG22-23  When you, the commercial lobstermen, are
doing everything that is being asked and
more; is disheartening and wrong. Here in the
Commonwealth the commercial lobstermen
have been fishing under the most restrictive
conservation whale rules for over 30 years now
and are working on ways to reduce vertical line
breaking strength and interactions with right : -
whales. . - — —

Washington D.C Lawsuit
Cares Act Update The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) is an intervenor in the Center for Biological

PG48  Diversity, et al., v. Wilbur Ross, in his official capacity as Secretary of Commerce, et al., where the Continued on page 2

YOU CAN NOW FOLLOW THE MLA ON THE FOLLOWING SOCIAL MEDIAS

PINTREST

://pinterest.com/masslobsters/
Yes, now the MLA is Pinning to the wall! Take a look at Pintrest—this is the
latest and hottest social media out there for sharing information. We Book,
Tweet, Tube and now Pin!

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/mass.lobstermensassoc

If we are not already friends on FB and you want to be please send a message as
we are at the 5000 limit and we will always make room for MLA members.

= = TWITTER - Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association App now available
- - | www.twitter.com/masslobstermens Yes, now the MLA has an app for Apple I Phones and I Pads for FREE. When
o searching your app store spell MLA out. Keep up to date with all of the latest in-
o If you tweet and want to follow the MLA this is a great way to stay up to date dustry issues and other great tools. We Book, Tweet, Tube, Pin and now we have
- ~ | with all kinds of fisheries related news. an App to keep you connected!
j—
YOUTUBE ;‘/—‘» C\., Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association App now available
Yo u http://www.youtube.com/user/lobsterdiva B @ |Yes, now the MLA has an app for Android Phones and Tablets for FREE. When
If you have any videos of fishing you would like to share please send them [ ] searching your app store spell MLA out. Keep up to date with all of the latest
Tuh B along. The MLA this has the camera rolling with all kinds of fisheries related 4 % |industry issues and other great tools. We Book, Tweet, Tube, Pin and now we
news videos. Take a look! ‘7| u r’ have an App to keep you connected!
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COVER STORY

ruling on April 9th in the U.S District Court for

D.C. stated that National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMES) violated the federal Endangered Species Act
(ESA) as the 2014 Biological Opinion (BiOp) for

the lobster fishery was illegal under the ESA because
it failed to include an Incidental Take Statement (IT).

Furthermore, on May 15th the Plaintiffs submitted
their remedy request which asks the judge to institute
a lobster/crab vertical line closure south of Nantucket
and Martha’s Vineyard which would be in place

until a new BiOp with IT is issued and necessary
mitigation efforts are in effect on the water.

The chart of the proposed closed area has been
created by the Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s
Association (AOLA) which is as big as Connecticut.
Really?!! Come on, once the offshore wind
development gets in full swing any large marine
mammal will vacate the area faster that you can
imagine.

This proposed area includes the closure proposed by
MA Division of Marine Fisheries (MADMF) to the
east, the MA/RI wind lease area, as well as extends
west to Cox Ledge, incorporating state and federal
fishing grounds in Lobster Areas 2, 3, and the 2/3
overlap. This proposed area is of significant concern,

as copious MA fishermen work in the proposed area
for lobster, crabs, monkfish, and skates to name a
few. While the proposed area only affects lobster
and crab fixed gear we foresee that there will be an
effort to extend any closure to all fixed gear fisheries
with vertical lines.

The MLA and AOLA are working together with the
MLA counsel to collect data for the MLAs filing as
well as to evaluate the impact of any such closure
and we ask that you provide input on the names of
vessels that fish the proposed closure area from
your ports. This information will be combined

and provided to our attorneys to describe potential
impact on SNE commercial fishermen.

The federal defendants have until June 15th to file
their response to the plaintiffs’ proposals. The MA
MLA and the ME MLA have until June 18 to file our
responses. The MA/ME MLA counsels have been
working together to gather the necessary information
and expert witnesses who will be writing affidavits
which will be submitted in our filings. AOLA

is working with us on the necessary data for the
offshore fleet to ensure nobody is left behind.

Boston, MA Lawsuit

The Memorandum & Order Granting in Part and
Denying in Part Preliminary Injunctive Relief in
Civil Action No. 19-cv-10639-1T (Order) issued by
United States District Judge, Indira Talwani on April

Continued on page 15
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“NEW” MLA LOBSTER GEAR

Call 781-545-6984 or visit
www.lobstermen.com

.
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A WICKED GOOD CATCH

Working to maintain
a sustainable
resource in the
marine ecosystem.

Individuals can help this
cause by becoming a
Supporting Member.

8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066
781.545.6984




MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION @ WWW.LOBSTERMEN.COM

SPONSOR LIST

THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES ARE PROUD SUPPORTING MLA MEMBERS.
WE ENCOURAGE OUR MEMBERS TO PATRONIZE THEM. IF YOUR COMPANY IS NOT LISTED AND YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO BE,
PLEASE CONTACT TRACEY ABBOUD AT 781-545-6984 ext. 2

ALIVE & KICKING LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO
CAMBRIDGE, MA
617.876.0451

ARK BAIT

FRESH/SALTED MENHADEN
BAIT

508.678.4161

BAR HARBOR LOBSTER
JEFF HAZELL
ORLANDO, FL
407.851.4001

BESSY BAIT
SCOOTER BAKER
SEABROOK, NH
603.300.2849

BOSTON LOBSTER

NEIL ZARELLA
617.464.1500
www.bostonlobstercompany.
com

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
BOSTON, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME
207.354.8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com

CAPE ANN MARINE
Sales & Service
978.283.0806
CapeAnnMarina.com

C-TRAP

MATT BORGES
MATTAPOISETT, MA
508.758.2470

CAPE CODDER MARINE,
LLC

BOB DOBIAS
Swampscott, MA
978.979.1795
www.capecodderboats.com

CAPE SEAFOODS BAIT

DEALER

GERRY O’NEIL

GLOUCESTER
978.479.4642

CAPE FISHERMEN SUPPLY
DAVE LIBBY

CHATHAM, MA
508.945.3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN/ORLEANS
508.487.0259-508.225.7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN'’S
SEAFOODS

KIM MARDEN
WELLESLEY, MA
781-329-7007
781.329.0792
www.captainmardens.com

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
DARRYL PARKER
DANVERS, MA
978.777.3449

CHRIS ELECTRONICS
CORP.

NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.994.8257

COASTAL HYDRAULICS
RICH TUCKER

SEABROOK, NH
603.474.1914
www.coastalhyd.com sales@
coastalhyd.com

COHASETT LOBSTER
POUND

TOMMY ALIOTO
COHASETT, MA
781.383.1551

EAST COAST SEAFOOD
SPIROS TOURKAKIS
LYNN, MA

781.593.1737

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.3270

FARM CREDIT EAST
MIDDLEBORO, MA
508.946.4455

FISHER AIR FASTENERS
ED & CHRIS FISHER
PEMBROKE, MA
781.826.2522

FISHERMEN SERVICES
DONNA CHEPREN
781.545.5073
www.fishermenservices.com

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO.
CHRIS ANDERSON
FRIENDSHIP, ME
800.451.1200

GRUNDENS USA
MICHAEL JACKSON
POULSBO, WA
360.779.4439
www.grundens.com

HAMILTON MARINE INC.
800.639.2715
Hamiltonmarine.com

JAMES HOOK & CO.
ED HOOK JR.
BOSTON, MA
617.423.5500

HERCULES

JOHN REARDON
NEW BEDFORD MA
508.993.0010

JOLIN LOBSTER
MANCHESTER, MA
978.526.7954

JOHN M. KARBOTT
CUSTOM

WOODEN BOAT BUILDING &
REPAIR-PLYMOUTH, MA
508-.224.3709
www.by-the-sea.com/
karbottboatbuilding

KETCHAM TRAPS

HEATHER KETCHAM

NEW BEDFORD, MA
508.997.4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA
508.385.5968

KING LOBSTERS
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT
203.488.6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORRDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207.337.8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net

LOBSTER CRUISES
PAUL QUINTAL
PLYMOUTH, MA
508.746.5342

LOBSTER TRAP FISH
MARKET

MONUMET BEACH, MA
508-759-6400
WWW.LOBSTERTRAP.COM

LOBSTER TRAP CO.
LOGAN CLARK
BOURNE, MA
508.759.4928
www.lobstertrap.com

LYNCH LOBSTER CO
JOHN LYNCH
BEVERLY, MA
978.921.8088

FLEET PROPELLER
SERVICE

MIKE VALM
FAIRHAVEN, MA
508.979.8000

MARINE HYDRAULIC
ENGINEERING

ROBERT CROWE
ROCKLAND, ME
207.594.9525 / 800.747.7550

MILTON CAT POWER
SYSTEMS

KEVIN HAMPSON
MILFORD MA
508.207.8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER,
INC.

VINCE MORTILLARO
GLOUCESTER, MA
798-281.0959

NAHANT FISH & LOBSTER
781.592-7500

NAVROC MARINE
ELECTRONICS
JASON PHILBROOK
ROCKLAND, ME
207.596.7803

N.E. MARINE & INDUSTRIAL
INC.

MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603.436.2836

781-834-9301 Info@
newenglandmarine.com

THE NET RESULT
LOUIS LARSEN
Mvseafood@vineyard.net

NEW ENGLAND
PROPELLER
RON PECK
PLYMOUTH, MA
800.635.9504
neprop@aol.com

THREE LANTERN MARINE
GLOUCESTER, MA
978.281.2080
www.threelantermarine.com

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER-
TWIN DISC

SAM PROFIO

EXETER, NH
sprofio@glpower.com
603.418.0470

MAIN STREET WIRE
PETER CHRISTIAN
DOUGLAS MA
508.847.8888

PENDER MARINE
SERVICES

PAUL PENDER
WESTWOOD, MA
617-240-1622

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ
774.248.0292

RIVERDALE MILLS
NORTHBRIDGE, MA
508.234.8715

ROWAND FISHERIES
DANA ROWAND
BEVERLY MA
978.927.1871

ROSES MARINE
MARTY BOLCOME
GLOUCESTER, MA
877.283.3334
www.rosesmarine.com
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SPONSORS Continued from page 3
SEA CLIFF LOBSTER WINDWARD POWER
FRANK COLLINS SYSTEMS
MANOMET, MA JIM & NATE TYNAN
508.224.5700 FAIRHAVEN, MA
774.992.0059
SILVER KEY, INC www.windwardpower.
CHUCK HUSKINS com
WESTPORT, MA
508.673.3310 WOOD’S SEAFOOD
PLYMOUTH, MA
SPURS MARINE Mfg 508.746.0261
PABLO SOSA
FORT LAUDERDALE, YANKEE FISHERMEN'S
FL CO-OP.
800.824.5372 SEABROOK, NH
603.474.9850
W.B. VAN DUZER CO.
DUXBURY, MA TWO COUSINS FISH
781.585.7664 MARKET
WELLFLEET BRIAN O'DONOHOE | liketo e £
SHELLFEISH CO g?(SIE.BE?Pg?S%TéSNY | tion. Your Associa O£ will e its efforts on your beh
ALEX HAY to conserve the resource, protect your livelihood, keep you

508.255.5300
sales@wellfleetshell.com

informed, promote the industry and provide you with in-
creasing benefits as they are developed. MLA stands ready
to help you in anyway, at anytime — just let us know how!
Safe on the water and good fishing!

Whats the secret

b5 BAREIRESS? New Members F/V Name Port
A full lobster Kyle Nelson Miss Diane Pigeon Cove Harbor
tank. John Symonds Generations Gloucester
Wade S Behlman Jennifer Dan Hyannis
Jack Russo Miss Maggie Menemsha
Richard Russo West Port CT.
Tom Balkus Blivy Fish Saugus River
Lenny Michaud Michele Jean 2 Sandwhich

Please Visit

Lobstermen.com

for more info
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Daniel McKiernan
named Director
of the Division of
Marine Fisheries

Department of Fish and Game
Commissioner Ron Amidon has appointed
Daniel J. McKiernan as the next Director
of the Division of Marine Fisheries.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:5/21/2020

BOSTON — Department of Fish and Game
Commissioner Ron Amidon has appointed Daniel
J. McKiernan as the next Director of the Division
of Marine Fisheries. Earlier today, Commissioner
Amidon’s appointment of McKiernan was approved
by the Massachusetts Marine Fisheries Advisory
Commission, the Governor-appointed citizens
board that advises the Director and oversees
DMF’s regulations governing fishing. McKiernan
had served as the Division’s Acting Director since
November 2019 and succeeds former Director, Dr.
David E. Pierce, who retired last fall.

“Dan McKiernan has the experience, dedication,
and knowledge to lead the Division of Marine
Fisheries,” said Department of Fish and Game
Commissioner Ron Amidon. “I am pleased he will
continue to serve a leadership role in executing the

Baker-Polito Administration’s
commitment to supporting
our seafood industry

and recreational fishing
sector while maintaining

the sustainability of
Massachusetts’ incredible
marine resources.”

McKiernan is a graduate
of UMASS-Dartmouth
and earned a Master of
Science degree in fisheries
biology from Auburn
University. He began his
professional career as a
field biologist for DMF

in 1985, engaging in
numerous recreational and commercial fisheries
issues. He brought his field experience to

DMF’s headquarters and has worked on fisheries
management and policy for over three decades.
Since 2003 he has served as the agency’s Deputy
Director, gaining valuable managerial experience.
McKiernan is practiced in the arenas of federal and
interstate fisheries management. As a long-standing
representative to the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission, he has chaired numerous
species management boards (including lobster at
present) and was recognized for his management
efforts with an award of excellence in 2018. He

is also the Chair of the ongoing Massachusetts
Shellfish Initiative, a multi-agency and stakeholder

effort to develop a strategic plan for Massachusetts
shellfish fisheries.

McKiernan has worked tirelessly as a proponent

for the co-existence of recreational and commercial
fisheries as well as the protection of endangered and
threatened species. His advocacy for the seafood
industry is well recognized by the public and he
will continue to support the fishing community

through these challenging times. https://www.mass.

gov/news/daniel-mckiernan-named-director-of-the-division-of-
marine-fisheries?utm medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

LONG-LASTING,
AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT!

essy

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
www.bessybait.com

Available in 30 gal. barrels and 5 gal. pails
CALL: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
EMAIL: info@bessybait.com

FOR SALE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY AT
155 Batchelder Rd., Seabrook, NH 03874

_ LLC
ait
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd.
MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider
. Agreed Hull Value — Protection & Indemnity
. Crew Coverage - Extended Policy Limits - Chartering

. Marina Floaters - Multiple Fisheries & Deductibles

Call 781-545-5073 for a free quote or

request a quote online at fishermenservices.com




MASSACHUS

The warm weather is upon us and the docks
are alive with lobstermen getting their gear
out in the water for the 2020 fishing season
which, leaves a lot of them scratching their heads
wondering what will the 2020 fishing season bring?
As the world is still in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, pandemic relief funds, two right whale
lawsuits are moving forward, restaurants are still
closed, and seafood dealers/markets are operating
on a reduced scope leaves many lobstermen hesi-
tant to set gear.

While the world is working through each countries
phases of the pandemic and the Untied States and
Massachusetts work on reopening the economy |
truly hope and pray you and your family members
are healthy and staying safe through these crazy
times. | have talked too many of you throughout
the last several months and am saddened to hear
that some of your family members have fallen ill
to COVID-19 and in some cases have passed away.
May God Bless you and your family through these
challenging times as you and your family heal. My
heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Furthermore, the MLA over the last few months
has also been working with many of you to get you
signed up for pandemic unemployment and or to
help you fill out the Small Business Administration
loan application. | am happy to hear that these
programs are working, with several phone calls and
emails, to help offset some of the economic losses
that have been realized through these most unprec-
edented times.

Also the MLA is currently working with the State
to help develop how best to distribute the $28
million disaster relief funds that have been allocat-
ed to the Massachusetts seafood industry. There
is a lot of work being done on what is an accept-
able timeline for distributing the funds and what

is the “window” of impact the commercial fishing
industry will be held too. The MLA is asking the
State for the “window” to be the 2020 season so
the impact of the pandemic can be fully seen. If the
“window” is to narrow then the lobster industry
would be left out in the wind! We will keep you
posted for sure!

While the world is still in pandemic shutdown
mode, the two right whale lawsuits in federal court
continue moving forward and there is no slowing
them down. | question how can they hold proceed-
ings that are “supposed” to be open to the public
via Zoom or Skype, where can we get the login in-
formation so we can hear what is being discussed??
There seems to be a loophole in the process that
needs to be closed.

The MLA is working on the Washington D.C.
lawsuit with legal counsel as well as the Atlantic
Offshore Lobstermen’s and Maine Lobstermen’s
Assaociations to ensure ALL points are made in our
filings and the Boston lawsuit we are working with
our legal counsel on as well. The cover story in
this newspaper spells out these lawsuits as well as a
letter the MLA sent to Governor Baker last month.

Many of you have been calling and talking with
me directly to stay informed and I really appreciate
your willingness and offer to help in ANYWAY
you can, NOW is the time more than ever WE need
YOUR HELP!

Call or email Governor Baker at (617) 725-4005
https://www.mass.gov/forms/email-the-gover-
nors-office , Attorney General Healy (617) 727-
2200 ago@state.ma.us , State and Federal Legisla-
tors and let them know how concerned you are for
the future of your industry and families ability to
survive.

The objective here is to log as many phone calls
with all of the above even if you just read them the
letter that the MLA sent Governor Baker, get your
comments and concerns on the record today and
everyday! If you need help finding what number
to call — please call the MLA office 781-545-6984
xt.2 and we will be happy to look up your leg-
islators. When the groundfishing industry was
amidst their disaster they called everyday to their
legislators.....do not wait for the disaster to happen
PLEASE call today!

I know many of you are on top of all of this litiga-
tion and know how costly it is and I’d like to say
“Thank you” for you continued financial support
for the MLA Legal Defense Fund and what the
MLA is doing to fight these lawsuits. The MLA is

currently fundraising for the Legal Defense Fund to
ensure we have the continued funds to fight these
lawsuits as the legal bills are certainly wracking
upwards of $45,000 to date and climbing. You can
make a donation today by mailing a check to the
MLA LDF 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066.

Lastly, we are hearing from many of you that you
may not go fishing this year due to the pandemic
and the uncertainty of the markets. We have also
been hearing that markets are getting moving while
some dealers are only taking hardshells, no culls or
bullets too leaving some lobstermen displeased and
rightfully so. Fish smarter not harder and talk to
you dealers beforehand, ask them how many crates
they can take before you bring in 5-8 crates of lob-
sters, can you hang some crates in the harbor, can
you sell some lobsters off your boat? Remember,
you don’t want to give them away and the dealers
never seem to return lobsters they can’t sell.

Right now with the restaurants set to re-open in
Massachusetts as the 2nd phase of re-opening is
underway gives a little glimmer of hope that local
demand for seafood will start to increase and
ex-vessel prices will increase accordingly. Restau-
rant with outside seating will be booming with the
warm weather and everyone being cooped up for
several months now, let’s get a twin boiled lobster
dinner on their plates.

The last several months have also been enlight-
ening for me, | have had the pleasure to talk

with hundreds of you throughout this pandemic
and through it all you continue to show me how
willing, kind, and helpful lobstermen are and not
just amidst a pandemic but everyday. You all are
some of the smartest, resilient and most resource-
ful people | have ever had the pleasure in working
with and | am honored to be working for you all
each and everyday.

Be well and continue to stay safe,

Beth Casoni,

MLA Director

ETTS LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION @ WWW.LOBSTERMEN.COM
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DONATE TODAY
TO THE A’
MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION _4'.#?*-""**%45
LEGAL DEFENSE FUND
The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) Legal Defense Fund (LDF) needs
your support now more than ever. This dedicated fund is for the purpose of defending
the Massachusetts commercial lobster fishermen from legal and fisheries management

actions that could seriously impact our commercial lobstermen’s ability to conduct their businesses and
earn a living.

Currently, the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association is actively engaged in two separate law suits
that could have negative impacts on the commercial lobster industry and is working with multiple
lawyers in Washington D.C. and here in the Commonwealth to fight for you and your industry;

1. (Washington D.C.) Case 1:18-cv-00112-JEB - CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY et al
v. ROSS et al, where National Marine Fisheries was found in violation of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) “failure to include an ITS in its 2014 BiOp after finding that the American
lobster fishery had the potential to harm the North Atlantic right whale at more than three times
the sustainable rate is about as straightforward a violation of the ESA as they come. The Court
therefore declares the 2014 BiOp to be invalid under the Endangered Species Act and will order
briefing from the parties on the issue of an injunctive remedy.” Case 1:18-cv-00112-JEB
Document 91 Filed 04/09/20 The MLA is the only Massachusetts organization that is an
intervenor in this case and has been granted participation in this case.

2. (Commonwealth) Civil Action No. 19-cv-10639-IT - RICHARD MAX STRAHAN, Plaintiff v.
SECRETARY, MASSACHUSETTS EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS, et al., where the judge ruled that the “Defendants are hereby
ordered to promptly seek an Incidental Take Permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Endangered
Species Act.” Case 1:19-cv-10639-1T Document 206 Filed 04/30/20

Furthermore, the commercial lobstermen are not being sued, the government is, and yet the commercial
lobstermen’s businesses are at stake as well as the thousands of jobs and shore side businesses that
depend upon the continued success of the commercial lobster industry. The commercial lobstermen in
Massachusetts are NOT to the problem and have done everything asked of them by National Marine
Fisheries Service and have been working under the strictest conservation rules for the right whales
anywhere in the world since 2014. Yet here we are, still fighting these law suits to keep the
Massachusetts commercial lobstermen fishing.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association has been actively involved in these lawsuits since 2018
and the timeline is getting tight for filing our arguments against these claims, we need your generous
support today to continue our fight to keep the commercial lobstermen fishing. As we all know, any
legal action costs lots of money and the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association Legal Defense Fund
needs your generous support today to continue our fight. These are real threats to the historic and iconic
commercial lobster industry and we are doing everything to keep the Massachusetts commercial
lobstermen fishing.

Where to make Donations:

Any contribution you can afford to make to the Legal Defense Fund is greatly appreciated.
Donate by mail: MLA LDF, 8 Otis Place Scituate, MA 02066 or

Donate online: www.lobstermen.com — In the Members section Dues/Donate.

Thank you for your continued support!
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Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission

NEWS RELEASE

Sustainable and Cooperative Management of Atlantic Coastal Fisheries

0coc A‘“f/i'N"rE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PRESS CONTACT: Tina Berger

June 2,2020  ASMFC Releases Aquaculture: Effects on Fish Habitat ~ 703-842:0740
along the Atlantic Coast

Arlington, VA — The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission announces the release of the 16" publication in
its Habitat Management Series, entitled Aquaculture: Effects on Fish Habitat along the Atlantic Coast. The
document provides a broad description of current and common marine aquaculture (mariculture) practices, siting
considerations, and some potential effects on fish habitats. It’s intended to serve as an introduction to the topic
and facilitate a discussion of the intersection of aquaculture planning and fishery habitat conservation.

Floating oyster bags and suspended systems are popular oyster culture techniques in Florida. Photo credit: Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Mariculture is an important source of sustainable seafood production and a growing industry that creates jobs,
supports communities, and promotes international trade. The U.S. aquaculture and mariculture industry was
valued at $1.4 billion and produced 627 million pounds of meat and 1.2 million jobs in 2015. As the human
population continues to grow, there will be an ever-increasing demand for seafood. Aquaculture and mariculture
can help meet that demand.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.

1050 N. Highland Street e Suite 200A-N e Arlington, VA 22201
703.842.0740 (phone) 703.842.0741 (fax) www.asmfc.org

From a fish habitat perspective, it is important to carefully consider spatial planning before establishing an
aquaculture operation. Habitats such as submerged aquatic vegetation, coral reefs, or mangroves should be
avoided as they are sensitive to nutrient fluxes, sedimentation, and disturbance, as well as being important
habitats for a variety of organisms, including many Commission-managed species. Additionally, it’s important to
consider if a particular location will have spatial conflicts with other individuals that use the area, namely
fishermen, boaters, or landowners. Since there are many misconceptions about the impacts of aquaculture, it is
important to raise awareness about both the potential benefits and adverse impacts to the public or any
stakeholders that may be involved.

Aquaculture: Effects on Fish Habitat along the Atlantic Coast is available at
http://www.asmfc.org/files/Habitat/HMS16 Aquaculture May2020.pdf. For more information on aquaculture,
visit the Commission website at http://www.asmfc.org/habitat/hot-topics or contact Dr. Lisa Havel, Habitat
Committee Coordinator, at lhavel@asmfc.org.




2020

JuNeE/ JuLy

MAssACHUSETTS LoBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION

® WWwWWw.

LOBSTERMEN.COM

Stellwagen Advisory Council

Management Plan, Whales, Cables & Windmills

The Stellwagen Bank Advisory Council met on May 20, via webinar and the ma-
jority of the meeting focused on the Management Plan. This included reviews of
the Scoping meetings held, the public comments and the schedules for complet-
ing the Plan.

It also included work plans and setting priorities as to what should receive high,
medium or low attention. When a draft document is actually developed, there
will be public hearings. This will probably be a year long event as any plan must
go through a number of reviews and hearings before any final approval will
emerge. Typical federal procedures.

Some of the topics in the scoping sessions included such things as:

e Water quality e Habitats

e Human activities e Maritime Heritage resources

e Living resources e Ecosystem

o Climate change o Vessel traffic

e Biodiversity e Fisheries Management

o Key species status e Support for Sanctuary Activities

Where do they rate as to important or not??? This proved to be a long discus-
sion.

Next, was the Sanctuary’s “Mission” and the “Vision” statement. No one op-
posed the wording as stated, not even the commercial fishing reps on the Coun-
cil. There was nothing in the wording that would harm any commercial fishing
operations. This is why commercial fishing reps are on the Council.

The so-called “Round Robin” agenda item was for Council members to make

HARTCO

(@ncare

mention of what they were involved in. Besides the commercial fishing reps
noting on their issues, members indicated issues on Menhaden plans, whale
restrictions, safe boating and Covid-19 items.

The Council then moved on to the “Government” reports. The MA Coastal Zone
Management (CZM) report proved to be the longest. Todd Callaghan, CZM
reported that it is expected that a company named Alcatel will be submitting its
Environmental Impact report to CZM. Alcatel is a telecommunications company
that proposes to lay a cable from Europe to Lynn which will skirt the Northwest-
ern edge of the Sanctuary. CZM recently met with another cable company called
Anbaric which is proposing a “cable” (?) running from the Plymouth Nuclear
power station to Boston.

This proposed cable would be west of the Sanctuary, between land and Stell-
wagen?! Todd said that CZM continues to work with BOEM and the coastal
programs in the states of New Hampshire and Maine on potential sightings of an
offshore wind lease somewhere in the Gulf of Maine. CZM has been providing
geographical data on existing human uses (vessel traffic) as well as observations
of whales. How about fishing areas and fishing traffic!!!?

USCG and NOAA reports noted that they were involved in enforcement of the
Whale rules, closed areas, safe boating seminars and the tuna season enforce-
ment. There was no one present from the MA Environmental police.

The New England Fishery’s Management and the NOAA (NMFS) reports
involved the Scallop Plan, research activities, the Whale Plan, public hearings
coming, fisheries monitoring, closed areas for scallops on the Sanctuary and an
ALWTRT (whales) proposal to close from Rockport to Plymouth?? Take note of
this!!?

Bill Adler - Commercial Fixed Gear Council Member

(781) 826-2522
Fax (781) 826 5252
www.fisherairfasteners.com
chris@fisherairfasteners.com
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111 Myrtle Street www.ketchamsupply.com
New Bedford, MA 02740 info@ketchamsupply.com
Y @ketchamsupply 508.997.4787
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Senators Markey and Warren,

and Reps. Moulton and Keating
React to $28 Million in Fisheries Disaster Aid

for Massachusetts

NOAA releases plan for distributing $300 million from CARES Act relief package

Massachusetts — Today, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) announced its plan for distributing $300 million of fisheries disaster
funds appropriated in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act. NOAA announced that each fishing state, territory, and tribe
would receive a maximum allocation of $50 million and a minimum allocation
of $1 million. Massachusetts received $28 million, the third-highest award.

In 2018, $647.2 million of seafood was landed in Massachusetts, the sec-
ond-highest amount of seafood landed in any state. For 19 consecutive years,
New Bedford has been the highest grossing port in the country. Massachusetts
is second to only California with more than 87,000 jobs in the commercial
fishing and processing industry and 10,000 jobs in the recreational fishing
industry

“The $28 million in aid for Massachusetts should only be the beginning. With
Massachusetts’s position as home to the highest grossing port in the coun-
try, additional aid will be needed to address and match the critical role

the Commonwealth plays in our fishing economy,” said Senator Markey.
“While the amount allocated for Massachusetts is lower than anticipated

and requires explanation, it will help out struggling fishermen who are
suffering during the pandemic. I will continue to fight for more support for
this historic and robust industry in upcoming coronavirus relief packages.”

“Massachusetts fishermen were struggling long before the pandemic hit,
and this much-needed relief is an important first step toward keeping our
fishermen and their families afloat as they confront this crisis and grapple
with the economic slowdown it has brought to the fishing community,”
said Senator Warren. “This allocation will be helpful to our fishermen
during this difficult time, and I’1l keep fighting alongside my delegation
partners to support the fishing and seafood industry.”

“Like all small businesses, the men and women of the Commonwealth’s
fishing industry have been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic,” said
Rep. Keating. “This disaster assistance will begin to assist the industry as
they recover from the effects of the pandemic, and I will continue to fight
in the House as we look to further aid the fishing industry and the thou-
sands of Massachusetts families it supports in the coming months.”

“Fishermen are hurting. Things were already tough because of the trade
war and they got a lot tougher when restaurants closed because of the
pandemic,” said Rep. Moulton. “Government’s strength is measured by
the ability to serve the people it represents. | hope this brings some peace
of mind to the state’s fishermen.”

The Massachusetts lawmakers, led by Senator Markey, have championed
the swift, equitable, and transparent allocation of financial aid to fishery
participants and secured a $20 million USDA procurement of Atlantic
seafood. On April 29, Senators Markey and Warren led a letter demanding
immediate release of federal guidance on how fishery participants can
access this $300 million in CARES Act funds, and identifying bureau-
cratic inefficiencies that were behind the failure to issue this guidance in a

timely manner. On April 2, Senators Markey and Warren led a letter urging the
Department of Commerce and NOAA to act swiftly, equitably, and transpar-
ently in allocating fisheries disaster assistance funding. On March 23, Senators
Markey and Warren, and Alaska Senators Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan
called on Senate leadership to include support for the fishing industry in
coronavirus economic relief packages. Also on March 23, Rep. McGovern led
Chairman Richard Neal (MA-01), James P. McGovern (MA-02), and Stephen
F. Lynch (MA-08) in calling on House leadership to include fishing disaster
assistance in relief packages.

https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-and-war-
ren-and-reps-moulton-and-keating-react-to-28-million-in-fisheries-disaster-
aid-for-massachusetts

Make cleanup
easy and fast.

ay!

Our pressure washers

come with everything you
need, including 50" hose and
wand with turbo nozzle.

Belt Driven

Hydraulic

Salt or Fresh Water

@ Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.

603-474-1914 » sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH
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REPOWER

your boat
with a new

Cummins diesel engine.

QSB6.7
250-480 HP

QSL9
290-410 HP

Contact your local Cummins distributor or dealer for complete program details.

Steve Nadeau - MA, ME, Rl and Upstate NY
207-510-2247 | steve.nadeau@cummins.com

Billings Diesel and Marine
Stonington, ME
(207) 367-2328

Brewers’ Plymouth Marine
Plymouth, MA
(508) 746-4500

Brewer Greenwich Bay
Warwick, Rl
(401) 884-0544

Bristol Marine
Bristol, Rl
(401) 253-2200

Cape Ann Marine
Gloucester, MA
(978) 283-2116

Casco Bay Diesel
Portland, ME
(207) 878-9377

Great Island Boat Yard
Harpswell, ME
207-729-1639

Great Bay Marine
Newington, NH
603-436-5299

Gorham’s Diesel Repair, Inc.
Braintree, MA
(781) 843-0816

Hinckley Yacht Services
Portsmouth, Rl
(401) 683-7100

Hinckley Yacht Services
Southwest Harbor, ME
(207) 244-5572

Hodgdon Yacht Services
Southport, ME
(207) 633-2970

Hyannis Marina
Hyannis, MA
(508) 775-5662

Independent Field Service
Dewitt, NY
(315) 481-4077

James Rich Boat Yard
Southwest Harbor, ME
(207) 244-3208

Journey’s End Marina
Rockland, ME
(207) 594-4444

Kennedy Marine
Engineering & Fabrication
Steuben, ME

(207) 546-7139

Kingman Yacht Center
Cataumet, MA
(508) 563-7136

MacDougall’s Cape Cod
Marine Service
Falmouth, MA

(508) 548-3146

Merri-Mar Yacht Basin
Newburyport, MA
(978) 465-3022

Will Collins - MA, RI, CT and NY
781-801-1772 | will.collins@cummins.com

NETWORK OF MARINE ENGINE DEALERS THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND

Niemiec Marine
New Bedford, MA
(508) 997-7390

Point Judith Marina
Wakefield, Rl
(401) 789-7189

Port Niantic Inc
Niantic (East Lyme), CT
(860) 739-2155

Rhode Island
Engine Co., Inc.
Narragansett, Rl
(401) 789-1021

Russ Marine Service

Peabody, MA
(978) 532-3373

salesandservice.cummins.com
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Form DMF-DLR1

Dealer Permit
Instructions

Massachusetts Seafood Dealer Permit Application Instructions

In accordance with M.G.L., ¢.130, 5 80, all persons engaged in the wholesale or retail trade of raw fish, shelfish and
lobsters, including marine bait, whether frozen or unfrozen, must obtain a Dealer Permit from the Division of Marine
Fisheries.

Application Instructions; Please complete each step in the correct order

1. Request an application packet from the Division of Marine Fisheries or download from
Www.mass.govimarinefisheries.

2. Prior to submitting the dealer application to DMF: Complete the “Inspection Request for Wholesale/Retail
Seafood Operations” (if applicable to the permit type you are applying for) and submit the request by either
mail or fax to the Food Protection Program, 305 South Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. Fax (617) 983-
6770. Their telephone #is (617) 983-6712. Once the inspection is performed and you have a copy of the
inspection report, include a copy of the report in your application packet.

3. Complete the dealer permit application (Form DMF-DLRY).
A) Type of Permit: Refer to permit type descriptions and check the appropriate box on the application.
B) Dealer Permit # If permitis new, Division of Marine Fisheries willissue a number: If permit is a renewal,

write in-previous permit number.
C) Check products you seek to sell and activities that you want to be covered by this permit. (Not all
products/activities will be approved)

*Live or frozen bait cannot be stored with ather products unless the inspection states “Approved for food
and bait storage”.
*You may only be endorsed for the productsfactivities that you were inspected for,
NOTE: Wet storage is the process of storing shellfish (not lobsters) in seawater. Al off-shore wet storage
faciliies must be approved by the Division of Marine Fisheries and all on-shore facilities must be
approved by the Food Protection Program [(617) 983-6712], prior to receiving authorization.

4. Complete the Primary Buyer & Quota Managed Species Application Form.

5. Submit original permit application, the fee, the Primary Buyer & Quota Managed Species application form,
and the inspection report to the Division of Marine Fisheries.

We will notissue a Dealer's Permit without the following:
Completed dealer application (both pages)
Completed Primary Buyer & Quota Managed Species application form
Copy of health inspection report or boat/broker waiver form (if applicable)
Check or money order made payable to Commonwealth of Massachusetts

A new inspection is required if there is a change of ownership, address, permit type, or the addition of
products or activities.

Fee Schedule
Permit Type MA Resident Non-Resident
Bait Dealer [ 65 [J$130
Retail Boat (%65 [J$130
Retail Store [ $65 (16130
Retall Truck [ 65 [J$130
Wholesale Broker 0130 [1$260
Wholesale Dealer (6130 [ $260
Wholesale Truck (6130 [ $260

Form DMF-DLR1

Dealer Permit

Dealer Permit Descriptions and Additional Requirements . L
Permit Descriptions

o Allows the holder to take (in conjunction with a commercial fisherman permit) and sell marine bait.
o No inspection is required.
o Consult local regulations (i.e. on worms, eels, etc.).

Retail Boat Seafood Dealer Permit;

o Allows the holder to sell ‘whole” fish, lobsters and crabs lawfully harvested under the authority of their
commercial fisherman's permit from his/her boat (does not include shellfish).

o Allows the holder of any commercial lobster permit to transport live lobsters or live crabs, caught aboard
the holder's permitied vessel, for sale to the public including to persons and businesses that are not
retail or wholesale dealers of raw or processed fish or shellfish.

o Acommercial fisherman's permit is required in addition to this permit,

o Aboat waiver (*see application page 2) must be filed in lieu of a health inspection.

Retail Seafood Dealer Permit:

o Allows the holder to sell raw fish, whether frozen or unfrozen, shellfish and lobsters at one retail
location.

o The holder must purchase shellfish only from a holder of a wholesale dealer or wholesale truck permit,
or from a certified out-of state wholesale dealer. Shellfish CANNOT be purchased directly from a
harvester.

o Does not allow the holder to shuck, re-label or repack shelfish.

+  Anapproved inspection from the Massachusetts Food Protection Program is required.

o Acopy of the inspection report must be submitted with the application to the Division of Marine
Fisheries.

o The name and address must be the same on the inspection report and permit.

o This permit may be endorsed for bait (excluding shellfish). The inspection must specifically state
“Approved for retail and bait permit”.

Retail Seafood Truck Dealer Permit:

Allows the holder to sell fish or lobsters at retail from a mobile unit (does not include shellfish).

Does not allow the holder to process, fillet, shuck, cook, etc.

An inspection is required from & town or county Board of Health.

A copy of the inspection must be submitted with the application.

The name and address must be the same on the inspection report and permit.

A Hawkers and Peddlers permit may also be required. Contact the Division of Standards at (617) 727-
3480 for further information.

Wholesale Seafood Broker Permit:
o Allows the holder to act as an agent who negotiates contracts of purchase and sale of seafood.
o The brokerage activities will not involve the actual handling, processing or reshipping of finfish, shellfish
0r other marine resources.
o A'broker only" waiver (*see application page 2) must be filed in lieu of a health inspection.

Wholesale Seafood Dealer Permit;

o Allows the holder to acquire, handle, store, distribute, pracess, fllet, ship or sell raw fish and/or shellfish,
whether frozen or unfrozen, in bulk or for resale.
Also allows retail sales from the same single, fixed location.
An approved inspection from the Massachusetts Food Protection Program is required.
A capy of the inspection report must be submitted with the application to Division of Marine Fisheries.
The name and address must be the same on the inspection report and permit.
This permit may be endorsed for bait (excluding shellfish), the inspection must specifically state,
“Approved for retail and bait permit”.
¢ Requires a HACCP plan.

Wholesale Seafood Truck Dealer Permit:

o Allows the holder to acquire, handle, distribute, ship or sell raw fish, whether frozen or unfrozen, in bulk
or for resale from a truck only.

o Does not allow the holder to process, re-label, repack, or store seafood, whether frozen or unfrozen.

o Does not allow the holder to purchase shellfish directly from harvesters or shuck, re-label or repack
shellfish.

+  Anapproved inspection from the Massachusetts Food Protection Program is required.

o Acopy of the inspection report must be submitted with the application to the Division of Marine
Fisheries.
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Cover Story Continued from page 2

30, 2020 ordering the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs (MEOEEA) to “promptly seek an Incidental
Take Permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act.”

Furthermore, the Order has given a death sentence to the
commercial lobster industry and fixed gear fisheries, not just in

the Commonwealth, but the entire United States of America by
putting an unrealistic timeline to acquire the Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) mandating that the “Plaintiff may renew his motion for an
injunction........ if Defendants have not obtained an Incidental Take
Permit within ninety (90) days of this Order.” (Case 1:19-cv-10639-
IT) With all due respect to the courts process and thoroughness

in citing and referencing scores of cases and documents in the
Order, we are extremely alarmed that the court did not research

the ITP process and ruled that 90 days was sufficient to acquire the
mandatory ITP.

The MLA has been in regular communication with and writing
scores of letters to elected officials from Governor Baker,
Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healy (AGO), State and
Federal Senators and Representatives, NMFS, and the MA DMF
asking for an appeal for an extension to be filed based on the
unrealistic expectation that 90 (ITP due on 7/30/20) days is sufficient
to acquire the ITP. The MADMF has been assertively asking the
AG for weeks now when they can apply for the ITP and, with a
lot of hand holding from the AGO they have just recently been
given the green light to apply, 3 weeks into the 90 days. UNREAL
& UNACCEPTABLE! Seems like a bit of stonewalling from our
AGO.

The MLA, President and MLA organization were so named in this
suit in which a motion to dismiss has been filed by the MLA counsel.
Neither the MLA nor MLA President is a governing body that can
implement fisheries management. The motion to dismiss the MLA
is under appeal by the plaintiff and pending.

The MLA recently sent a letter to Governor Baker asking him for
help with this lawsuit as it is bigger than ANY organization or
state agency. The MLAs letter to the Governor is included in this
newspaper (pg 22-23) please give it a read and call; the Governor,
the Attorney General, State and Federal legislators to ask them to
help the commercial lobstermen of the Commonwealth, read them
the letter, tell them your story and that you are concerned for your
families future. We need everyone’s help with these lawsuits.
Remember, the squeaky wheel gets the oil, and we need barrels of
oil now more than ever!

The collective legal effort being put forth by the MA MLA, ME
MLA, and AOLA is to help reduce the financial burden on the
independently funded fishing organizations. We can all agree

that legal representation does not come cheap and we ALL

are in this TOGETHER, to date the MA MLA legal bills are
upwards of $45,000 for both lawsuits and they are still ongoing.
Simultaneously, all three of the organizations are running a Legal
Defense Fund fundraiser and a donation of any denomination is
welcomed. If you are able to help please mail a check to the: MLA
LDF, 8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA, 02066

In Memorial

ST Edward G. Williams, Jr.

Yo

A - NEW BEDFORD — It is with heavy

heart that we must inform you that
Edward G. “Ted” Williams, Jr., age

67, of New Bedford passed away on
Saturday, May 23, 2020 at St. Luke’s
Hospital. Born in Jacksonville, FL, he
was the beloved son of the late Edward
G. Williams, Sr. and Marion G. (Avila)
Williams.

Ted had worked as a Marine Safety
Trainer for Hercules Marine Equipment
and Supply Company for many years.
He loved the ocean, his family and his
friends and will be missed dearly by all
who knew and loved him.

He is survived by his daughter, Anne
M. Williams; his sister, Marion W. Calbough-Insabella; his companion, Sue Moniz;
his goddaughter, Elizabeth Vargas; grand”doggie”, Fox Williams; his in-laws, Manuel
Vargas and his wife Marybeth, Mario Vargas, Francisco Vargas and his wife Carrie
and Alda Vargas and former husband Wesley Roderiques; his former wife, Lucia
Vargas Williams; his nieces and nephews, Lauren Vargas, Samantha Vargas, Mary-
jean Foote, Francisco Vargas, Matthew Vargas, Katherine Vargas, Jennifer Silveira,
Christopher Rodriques and Peter Roderiques; as well as all of his friends who were

like family to him.

May he forever sail upon calm seas with the wind upon his back.
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Division of Marine Fisheries

251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 Form DMF-DLR1
Boston, MA 02114 Dealer Permit

(617) 626-1520 Application Form
www.mass.gov/marinefisheries Page 1

Please type or print business information clearly:

Business Name:

Owner: Contact Person:

Telephone Number: Email Address:

Residency Status: MA Resident? []Yes []No Dealer Permit # (if renewal):

Location Address

Street 1:

Street 2:

Zip code: City: State:
Mailing Address (If different than above)

Street 1:

Street 2:

Zip code: City: State:

DOR Affidavit
By statutory mandate of C. 233 of the Acts of 1983, the Dept. of Revenue is requiring the enclosed affidavit certifying your
compliance with the Revenue Laws of the Commonwealth. Failure to accurately execute the enclosed affidavit will result in the non-
issuance of your permit. Should you have any questions you may contact the Dept. of Revenue at 1-800-392-6089.

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 62c, s. 49A, | certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best knowledge and belief, have filed all state
tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law.

Social Security No. or Federal ID No.

Signature of Individual or Corporate Name

Corporate Officer (if applicable) by:

Dealer Permit and Endorsement(s) Selection: Please select only one dealer category from the permit list below. Select only
those endorsement(s) for which you have been approved. Each dealer permit type requires additional forms as explained in the
permit descriptions. If you do not have all the forms or information you need to complete this application, contact the Boston office
for assistance.

Permit Type MA Resident | Non-Resident Products Activities
Bait Dealer ] $65 ] $130 [ Bait [] Conch Processing
Retail Boat ] $65 [ $130 [] conch ] crab Processing
Retail Store []$65 []$130 ] Finfish ] Farmers Market
Retail Truck ] $65 ] $130 [] Live Lobsters ] Fish Processing
\é\/rgi:;sale [1 %130 [1 $260 [] Lobster/Crab Meat [] Lobster Processing
\éVé\;lfrsale [1 %130 [1 $260 ] Northern Shrimp [] Scallop Shucking
Wholesale Truck | [] $130 ] $260 [] Scallop Meat [] Shellfish Processing
[] shellfish [] Wet Storage
[] other:

Continued on next page >>
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Form DMF-DLR1

Dealer Permit

Application Form
Page 2
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Use the following checklist to reduce the risk of making errors in completing this application, and a subsequent delay
in processing. Please allow 10 business days for processing.

0coc

[] Complete all the requested information on both sides of this application, including the DOR affidavit.

[] Submit additional information as required (additional requirements explained in permit descriptions), including
inspection report if applicable.

[] Complete and submit a copy of the Primary Buyer & Quota Managed Species Application Form.

[] Submit a check or money order made payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

] Sign your application below, and return to the Division of Marine Fisheries at 251 Causeway St., Suite 400
Boston, MA, 02114. Thank you!

Sign your application below, and return to the Division of Marine Fisheries at the address listed above. Thank you!

Signature: Date:

Print Name:

| hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that all information contained in this application is true and accurate, and that | have read and
agree to comply with all applicable statutes contained in MGL c. 130, and the regulations contained in 322 CMR.

Retail Boat Permit Affidavit

| hereby request that the Division of Marine Fisheries issue me a Retail Dealer's Permit for sale from my boat. | certify that
my dealer activities will not involve the actual processing or reshipping of finfish or other marine resources, nor will there be
any buildings, processing plants or other facilities involved requiring an inspection by any Department of Public Health, local,
state or federal. All finfish will be sold as "whole" fish, lobsters and crabs will be sold alive. Only product taken under
authority of my commercial fisherman permit may be sold.

Commercial Permit ID #: Boat Name: MS/Doc #:

Signature: Date:

Wholesale Broker Permit Affidavit

I hereby request that the Division of Marine Fisheries issue me a Wholesale Dealer's Permit for brokerage privileges. | certify
that my brokerage activities will not involve the actual processing or reshipping of finfish, shellfish or other marine resources,
nor will there be any buildings, processing plants or other facilities involved requiring an inspection by any Department of
Public Health, local, state or federal.

Signature: Date:
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Complete Section 1 & 2 Before Submitting

*** This Form Must be Submitted with your 2020 Permit Application ***
2020 MA Seafood Dealer - Primary Buyer & Quota Managed Species Application Form
** This includes all retail stores, farmer’s markets, boats & trucks and all wholesale brokers, dealers & trucks. **

Definition of Primary Buyer: Any MA Seafood Dealer who purchases marine species, even if for bait purposes, directly from
fishermen, is considered a primary buyer, and must indicate so on this application. For businesses with multiple locations, this
application must be completed for each location or dealer permit the business has. All primary buyers are required to report all
purchases of species bought directly from fishermen, including those caught and sold by fishermen acting as their own dealer. For a
description of the reporting requirements, see opposite side of this page. /f you have questions about being a primary buyer
and/sor the reporting requirements, call the DMF Statistics Project in Gloucester at 978-282-0308 x117.

Section 1 — Dealer Location Information.

Dealer Name:

Permit #: Permit ID #: Federal Dealer Permit # (if applicable):
Dealer Location Address:

Street City/Town Zip Code
Telephone Number: Fax Number:
Contact Name: eMail Address:
Month location expects to: Open for business in 2020: Close in 2020:

Section 2 — Dealer Intention. If you intend on being a primary buyer in 2020, answer YES to question 2A below, answer
question 2B, and complete section 3 before returning the form to the Division with your dealer permit application. If you don’t
intend on being a primary buyer in 2020, answer NO to question 2A and return the form to the Division with your dealer permit
application. Note that if you don’t intend to be a primary buyer at this point, and change your mind after obtaining a 2020 permit,
you must notify the Division of Marine Fisheries of the primary buyer status change.

2A. Does the dealer with permit number and location identified above intend on being a primary buyer in 20207?
Circle One: YES NO

2B. If you answered YES to question 2A, will this Dealer report purchases under federal requirements (federal-
reporting dealer) in 20207 Circle One: YES NO

If you answered NO to question 2B, then you are considered to be a state-reporting dealer (you have no federal
permits).

By answering question 2A and signing this authorization application, 1 certify that I've read and understand all requirements pertinent to the primary
purchase of any marine species, including the requirements detailed on the back of this page and will abide by those requirements. Intentionally
falsifying primary buyer status constitutes the act of perjury and may result in the loss of permit.

Signature Date

Section 3 — Quota Managed Species. Complete both 3A and 3B only if you answered YES to question 2A.

3A. Please indicate how you would prefer to receive notifications concerning quota managed species (closures, trip limit changes,
etc.) over the course of 2020 by circling one of the following options:

1. Email (be sure email address above is current) 2. EAX (be sure FAX number above is current) 3. US mail

3B. If you intend to purchase any of the below listed quota managed species directly from fishermen, you must indicate so by
checking the appropriate box(es) next to the species you intend to purchase.

Check box Check box
if buying  Species if buying  Species
in 2020 Common Name Latin Name in 2020 Common Name Latin Name
| Black Sea Bass Centropristes striatus 1 Squids Loligo pealei, llex illecebrosus
| Bluefish Pomatomus saltatrix 1 Spiny Dodfish Squalus acanthias
| Cod Gadus morhua [ Striped Bass Morone saxitilis
| Haddock Melanogrammus aeglefinus 1 Summer Flounder Paralichthys dentatus
1 Scup Stenotomus chrysops 1 Tautog Tautoga onitis

| Menhaden Brevoortia tyrannus
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MASSACHUSETTS PRIMARY BUYER REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

All MA dealers who are primary buyers are required to report their purchases of any marine species (including
lobster, shellfish or those intended for bait purposes) from fishermen. Primary buyers also include fishermen
who have a dealer’s permit and are acting as their own dealer and selling product that they’'ve caught
(essentially, they are “buying from themselves”, and must report their transactions). This reporting
requirement covers all dealers in Massachusetts, whether federally permitted or not. All reported data are
entered electronically into a coast wide database system run by the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics
Program (ACCSP). This is a joint program managed by ACCSP in conjunction with all of the Atlantic States and
the Federal Government. For more information on ACCSP, visit the ACCSP website at www.accsp.org.
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Federally permitted primary buyers in Massachusetts are considered to be “federal-reporting’ dealers. All other
primary buyers in Massachusetts are considered “state—reporting” dealers. Regardless whether you are a
federal-reporting or a state-reporting dealer, all transactions of all species will be electronically
submitted to the Standard Atlantic Fisheries Information System (SAFIS) via its web-based
application or other software. For example, if you are a federal-reporting dealer and you purchase
groundfish as well as shellfish, you will report both your groundfish and shellfish transactions to SAFIS.
Approved SAFIS dealer reporting applications include the free SAFIS eDR online, SAFIS eDR mobile, and SAFIS
file upload, and a third-party software, Trip-Ticket, which is available for purchase.

For information about federal permits and reporting, contact the National Marine Fisheries Service in
Gloucester at 978-281-9370 or go to their website at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-
atlantic/resources-fishing/greater-atlantic-region-forms-and-applications-summary . If you will be a state-
reporting dealer and have questions about reporting your purchases, contact the MA Division of Marine
Fisheries at 978-282-0308 x117.

Note that all transactions made directly with fisherman must be reported, regardless of the species purchased
or whether the fisherman is federally permitted or not. All vessels and/or fishermen selling any marine species
in Massachusetts must have a MA commercial fishing permit. Each commercial permit has a unique Permit ID
number (formerly called the DMF ID), which must be included with each transaction. Requirements for all
primary buyers include:

1. All transactions with fishermen, or primary purchases, must be reported. This includes purchases of bait
products as well as species caught and sold by fishermen acting as their own dealer.

2. Transactions are trip-based. Information collected and submitted by the dealer is as follows:

*

+» Date landed and purchased

+» Fisherman purchased from, including the state Permit ID Number (not the 4-digit permit number)
% Species and amount (in Ibs, bushels, etc.)

++» Disposition

++ Price paid

.0

% If shellfish, designated shellfish growing area the species of shellfish was harvested from

7

% Catch source (aquaculture, wild-harvest, research, carred)

X/
*

3. Each week’s transactions, beginning 00:01 on Sunday and ending at 24:00 on the following Saturday, will
be due by 24:00 on Tuesday of the following week, or within 3 days of the end of the week.

Further information including primary buyer packets (instructions, FAQ’s, etc.) will be emailed after the receipt
of this primary buyer application. For questions about reporting requirements, call the DMF Statistics Project at
978-282-0308 x117, or visit the DMF website at www.mass.gov/marinefisheries and follow the link for Seafood
and Bait Dealers.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Office of Health and Human Services

Department of Public Health
Food Protection Program

305 South Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130-3597
617-983-6712 617-983-6770 - Fax

JunNnEe/JuLy 2ozoﬁ

INSPECTION REQUEST
WHOLESALE/RETAIL SEAFOOD OPERATIONS

Name of Company: Date/Time requested for inspection:

Business Address: Current Permit Number:

City/Town, Zip Telephone # and E-mail address (if available):
Name of Owner: Make, Year and Registration # of Vehicle:

TYPE OF PERMIT REQUESTED

Retail Store: Wholesale Truck: Wholesale Dealer:
PRODUCTS REQUESTED
Finfish Scallop Meat Lobster/Crabmeat Bait
Northern Shrimp Shellfish Live Lobsters Other

ACTIVITIES REQUESTED* (WHOLESALE ONLY)

Fish Processing Lobster Processing Shellfish Processing

e If a Wholesale Dealer, a HACCP plan has been completed and implemented (inspection will
not be conducted if HACCP plan is not available for review).

Yes: No:

Signature of Applicant/Owner Date

* Persons seeking approval for on-shore Wet Storage Activities must contact the FPP prior to requesting
an inspection.

Revision: April 2012



MaAssaAcCHUSETTS LoBSTERMEN s ASSOCIATION ® WWW.LOBSTERMEN .com
("0 22l 2l 2 St bk . 2o 207 DA P\ |

WE DELIVER FRESH LOBSTER BAIT
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FRESH, SALTED, AND QUICK FROZEN BAIT

| Barrel Head Bait \

WE SELL SALT!
For More Information: To Place An Order:

Mark Flight The Bait Line:
mark@barrelheadbait.com 857-200-2129
Or Fax:

617-561-8471
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May 27, 2020

The Honorable Governor Charles D. Baker
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

State House
Boston, MA 02133

Letter of Concern Regarding: Memorandum & Order Granting in Part and Denying in Part
Preliminary Injunctive Relief in Civil Action No. 19-cv-10639-1T

Dear Governor Baker,

On behalf of its 1800 members, the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) respectfully

submits this letter of great concern and unease regarding the Memorandum & Order Granting in Part
and Denying in Part Preliminary Injunctive Relief in Civil Action No. 19-cv-10639-1T (Order) issued by
United States District Judge, Indira Talwani on April 30, 2020 ordering the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (MEOEEA) to “promptly seek an Incidental Take Permit

pursuant to Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act.”

Furthermore, the Order has given a death sentence to the commercial lobster industry and fixed gear
fisheries, not just in the Commonwealth, but the entire United States of America by putting an

unrealistic timeline to acquire the Incidental Take Permit (ITP) mandating that the “Plaintiff may renew

his motion for an injunction........if Defendants have not obtained an Incidental Take Permit within

ninety (90) days of this Order.” (Case 1:19-cv-10639-IT) With all due respect to the courts process and
thoroughness in citing and referencing scores of cases and documents in the Order, we are extremely
alarmed that the court did not research the ITP process and ruled that 90 days was sufficient to acquire

the mandatory ITP.

Established in 1963, the MLA is a member-driven organization that accepts and supports the
interdependence of species conservation and the members’ collective economic interests. The MLA

continues to work conscientiously through the management process with the MA Division of Marine

Fisherics (MADMEF), the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries (ASMFC) and National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS) to ensure the continued sustainability and profitability of all the resources in which our

fishermen are engaged in.

The oversight and or lack of research reflects poorly on the courts ability to fully understand the nuances
of acquiring the ITP further adding insult to injury as the commercial lohstermen and fixed gear fisheries
contemplate setting out their gear this year. The implications of this Order, should the ultimate goal be
reached by the Plaintiff, will be the end to the entire fixed gear fisheries as we know it today, and it will
all have stemmed from this Order right here in the Commonwealth. We do not want this to be the end of
an era when our commercial fishermen are doing more than anyone anywhere in the world to save these

animals,

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Bus. 781.545.6984

Over the last several weeks very concerned MLA members and commercial fishermen alike have been
calling wanting to know if they will be able to go to work in August or will they be out of a job? Theil
concerns are real and we need your help to bring together our State agencies and Federal Delegation tc
come up with an unyielding and unified position for an appeal to contest the unrealistic timeline set by
the Order.

The commercial fishing is historic and iconic part of what helped build this country and the commercic
lobstermen in the Commonwealth are under the most restrictive conservation measure anywhere in the
world and are still under the gun as the guilty party for the failure of right whales. Our commercial
fishermen deserve to know that their state is going to fight for them and their industry.

Commercial lobstermen’s Conservation Efforts in the Commonwealth
The MLA has been actively engaged in the conservation of right whales for over 30 years and remains
committed to staying the course.

Timeline
1935- International ban on hunting whales goes into effect
1970- North Atlantic Right Whales listed as endangered
1996- NOAA implements the Large Whale Take Reduction Plan
1997-MA requirement for “breakaway” features in gillnets and trap/pot buoy lines
Seasonal ban in Cape Cod Bay for gillnets and on use of floating rope between traps
1997-Dedicated aerial surveys begin in Cape Cod Bay
2004 - Year-round ban on floating rope between traps in Cape Cod Bay
2007 - Year-round ban on use of floating rope between traps statewide
2014- MA Restricted Area is created — 3 month closure Feb-April to 3,071 sg. miles
2015 - 3 month (Feb/Apr) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted Area
2016 - 3 month (Feb/Apr) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted Area
2017 - 3 month (Feb/Apr) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted Area PLUS 4-day extension ¢
the gear closure in Cape Cod Bay
2018 - 3 month (Feb/Apr) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted Area PLUS a 15-day extensiol
of the gear closure and speed restriction (10 mph) for small vessels in Cape Cod Bay
2019- 3 month (Feb/Apr) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted Area
2020 - 3 month (Feb/Apr) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted Area

MA Restricted Area

The Massachusetts lobstermen have endured the majority of the draconian whale conservation
management over the last several decades since the inception of Critical Habitat in 1994 and most
recently the implementation of the 3 month (Feb/April) closure to all pots/traps in the MA Restricted
Area. With over 3,000 square miles closed to lobster fishing, removing ALL the vertical lines, when ti
right whales are present and feeding leaving ZERO chance of an interaction or entanglement we are
extremely anxious going forward with any further management based on; no data, speculation of data
models that were conjured up to accommodate the unrealistic outcome.

The MADMF through their swift ability to implement and rescind a Dynamic Area Management (DAI
have implemented this for additional whale conservation when there were high aggregations of Right
Whales in Cape Cod Bay after NMFS lifted the closure. The DAM measures through the extension of
the MA Restricted Area closure by the MADMF are working and the right whales are able to come to
the waters of the Commonwealth and feed and then leave very much alive. The unfortunate events tha
happen in Canadian waters have now become our responsibility and our fishermen continue to bear the
brunt in the Commonwealth with frivolous lawsuits from eco-extortionists.
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association

8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA 02066
Bus. 781.545.6984
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Vertical Line Reductions Underway

It is no secret that MADMF has decades of data to back up the ongoing reduction of the lobster fishery ~ The sheer magnitude of the economic undertaking would be well over 150 million dollars to outfit the

here in Massachusetts with a 100% MANDATORY reporting they can show the downward effort trend ~ commercial lobster industry here in the Commonwealth the first year. The individual cost would be an
for the MA lobster fleet. Currently, in Massachusetts there are less than 750 active lobstermen fishing ar ~ estimated $190,000 per fishermen to out fit their gear to go fishing. Not to mention there is an average

average of 480 pots and most of them are fishing 5-30 pot trawls with an estimated 20-25 permits of 10% gear loss each year and this would have to be replaced year in and year out and the gear loss
reiring every year would likely increase dramatically as the technology has yet to be tested on large scale multi discipline

fisheries. This endeavor would take hundreds of millions of dollars and decades to implement and outfi
. . . _ every vessel that is in the water commercial fishing.

The MA lobster fishery in 2007 had 1,361 permits and as of 2018 there were 1,081 permits issued and

787 being fished as well as a reduction of 280 lobster permits with no new permits being issued. The  The unintended consequences of gear conflicts in the fisheries would be grave if not thought through tc
commercial lobster industry in the Commonwealth deploys approximately 80,000 vertical lines and the  the end. Fixed gear commercial fishing and the mobile gear industry do not fish in one hypothetical bo:

numbers are going down as new conservation management comes online in early 2021. for a species and this is where the gear conflicts would be catastrophic given that the technology is not
readily available nor do individual brands talk to each other. Here is a simple example; if AT & T,

As you can |mag|ne the frustratlon |eve| |S h|gh amongst the Commemlal Iobstermen here m the Verizon, Singular and Metro PCS did not all talk to each other we would have to carry several phone f(

Commonwealth as they are not the right whales problem. When we have conversations about doing stay connected. This is the same for the Ropeless technology; they do not talk to each other; Desert

Star, Edge Tech, Smelts and more, they do not interact with each other so each fisherman would have t

more conservation for right whales, and we’ve had many conversations, on how to reduce vertical lines have multiple boxes and screens on their vessel o see where all th gear s on the bottom.

even more, the commercial lobstermen in the Commonwealth are still willing to reduce vertical lines
and the breaking strength of vertical lines while keeping their businesses going at the same level. When 1y closing, the MLA and its’ members thank you for your leadership as well as steadfastness and remai

they know all to well it will never be enough and more lawsuits will come resulting in more committed to being stewards to the sea. We respectfully request an in person meeting at your earliest

conservation management. convenience with you, Attorney General, Maura Healy, Executive Office of Energy and Environmenta
Affairs Secretary, Kathleen A. Theoharides, and Division of Marine Fisheries Director, Dan McKierna

Ongoing Trap Reductions ) ) _ o

Currently, Massachusetts lobstermen are still reducing effort through the ongoing trap reductions in As we navigate through the next several weeks without knowing what the feasibility is for the State to

acquire an Incidental Take Permit we remain hopeful that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and

Lobster Management Area LMA) 2 and LMA 3 and these real numbers in reduction need to be ALL of its elected and hired officials will continue to fight on behalf for the hard working men and

uantified and give_n a conservati(_)n credit. Tod_ay there are approximately 72 active lobstermen in MA women in the commercial lobster industry and fixed gear fisheries throughout civil Memorandum &
LMA 2 and approximately 60 active lobstermen in Outer Cape Cod (OCC), how much further can they  order Granting in Part and Denying in Part Preliminary Injunctive Relief in Civil Action No. 19-cu-
be reduced in effort to remain whole when they are continually paying a conservation tax every timea  10639-IT.
tag is transferred. 1t should also be noted that; every transfer in LMA 2, LMA 3 and OCC there is also a
10% conservation trap tax which also equates to even a further reduction in effort.
Sincerely,
Ongoing Conservation Management and Gear Modifications Bethv Casont
On March 6, 2020, the MADMF submitted the Commonwealths conservation proposal to reach the 60%  Executive Director
conservation target set forth by the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team and NMFS. This
proposal was taken out to Public Hearings for input from the industry and will further aid in the right cc.
whales recovery. A conservation measure that is note worthy is the prohibition on the use of any lines gm E. Warren
greater that 38" for vertica lines in tate waters, which was supported by the MLA and industry alike. ong . Kesing
Lt. Gov. K. Polito, MA

. . Atty. Gen. M. Healy
The MLA and Lobster Foundation of Massachusetts were granted a Massachusetts Environmental Trust K. Theoharides, Secretary, MAEEA
grant to develop a 3/8”, 17001b weaker whale safer red rope which will be deployed this fishing season g- /:Amlig_on- COBT- FWE MADME
forfild testing. The ropes 1700lb breaking strength bésis came from the New England Aquariums 38 R T
study Effects of fishing rope strength on the severity of large whale entanglements by Amy Knowtlon M. Asaro, NMFS, ALWTRT
et. al. where they “found entangled in tested rope strengths below 7.56 kN or 1700 Ibsf, implementation ; I;eamg, AS]\I/\[/[/fCé Lobsl‘eé BOﬁdeh ,
of RBS ropes would likely reduce the probability of mortality and suffering” Kowiton et.a. 1. ity Fep. M, Constal Gt O
S. Romeo Theken, City of Gloucester Mayor
L . MLA Ex. Committee
Ropeless Fishing is NOT an Option

Unfortunately, there is a lot of misperception on what can and can not be done in the commercial lobster

fishery when it comes to the use of Ropeless fishing. Over the last 5 years or so there has been a really

big push to make it mandatory for the commercial lobstermen and fixed gear fishermen to switch or

transition over to ropeless gear to further save the right whales. We have a closure when the right 4
whales are here why do they need to do more for when they are not here?
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National Sea Grant

American Lobster Initiative
Updates and Introductions

The Gulf of Maine ecosystem is changing rapidly. Ocean temperatures are
increasing, the marine and coastal waters are becoming more acidic, and more
intense rainfall events are increasing freshwater input into coastal systems.
Scientists have already documented some of the ways that these physical and
chemical changes are affecting marine species, including the American lobster,
but many questions remain about how these changes will affect the future of our
valuable marine fisheries, and the ecosystems on which they depend.

In an effort to address critical knowledge
gaps about the American lobster and its
iconic fishery in a dynamic and changing
d environment, the National Oceanic and
,*:_ Atmospheric Administration’s National
= Sea Grant College Program announced a
= ' $2 million Sea Grant American Lobster
J Initiative (ALI) in September 2019.
The initiative supports both scientific
bl ﬁ research and a regional Sea Grant
' extension program in the Northeastern
U.S. Together, the research and extension
components of this initiative will develop and share new knowledge and
understanding with industry stakeholders and resource managers from Maine to
New York.

In March 2020, the ALI welcomed Amalia Harrington as the Northeast
Regional Lobster Extension Coordinator to support and coordinate extension
efforts as part of the initiative. Although based in Maine, Harrington will serve
the entire region by working with Northeast Sea Grant staff and partners to
complement, coordinate with, and add value to existing state, federal, and
regional lobster research partnerships and management initiatives.

oo

Some fish can change

fins if it needs to look for water.

“I am thrilled to join the Sea Grant team, and am excited to facilitate both local
and regional collaborations across the diverse stakeholder groups that rely on
this important species,” said Harrington. “By strengthening these connections,
we will hopefully move towards a better understanding of the industry’s
resilience to a changing environment.”

Prior to joining Sea Grant, Harrington received her PhD from the University
of Maine, where she studied how a changing environment influences American
lobster biology, immune response, and larval development. Her background
and research interests align well with the overarching goals of the ALI and

will allow her to integrate research and extension efforts for all regional
stakeholders to address resiliency in this important industry. She is looking
forward to hearing from fishermen and industry members across the Northeast,
and is eager to listen to individual’s perspectives on how the environment
influences this important fishery.

“There are a lot of researchers across the Northeast studying how environmental
change influences lobster,” Harrington said. “The ALI provides an opportunity
to enhance existing collaborations with lobstermen and managers to learn what
they think is important to keeping lobster a vibrant industry.”

Please feel free to contact Amalia Harrington directly to share your
needs and concerns: amalia.harrington@maine.edu

Additional Extension Project Contacts:

Institute/State Contact Email address

Maine Sea Grant Beth Bisson beth.bisson@maine.edu
Chris Bartlett chartlett@maine.edu

New Hampshire Sea Grant | Gabriela Bradt gabriela.bradt@unh.edu
Alexa Brickett alexa.brickett@unh.edu

MIT Sea Grant (MA) Carolina Bastidas bastidas@mit.edu

Jennie Rheuban
Anoushka Concepcion
Nancy Balcom

Woods Hole Sea Grant (MA)
Connecticut Sea Grant

jrheuban@whoi.edu
anoushka.concepcion@uconn.edu
nancy.balcom@uconn.edu

Rhode Island Sea Grant Azure Cygler acygler@uri.edu
Dawn Kotowicz dkotowicz@uri.edu
New York Sea Grant Antoinette Clemetson aoc5@cornell.edu

Kathy Bunting-Howarth | keb264@cornell.edu
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probably suffocate and die as it interferes with
water from passing through their gills.

Fish can get sunburned even underwater!

their sex! 16 crazy facts
about fish that will
blow your mind!

Humans have 9,000 taste buds, but Catfish have
over 27,000. In fact, fishes have taste buds all over
their body and can taste without even opening
their mouth!

Did you know fish can make sounds? The loudest
fish is the croaker. You might have never heard’

a fish and they don’t have any vocal cords as
well. But they use other parts to boom, grunt,
hiss, creak, and wail and shriek to convey their
messages.

Fish can drown too! This can happen if there is not
enough oxygen in the water.

The Spotted Climbing Perch can gulp’ oxygen
from the air and walk’ on land using its pectoral

However, this is rare and can only take place when
there is something about their environment that
doesn’t them to sink into deeper water to get to a
shelter.

The parrotfish produces a kind of mucus that
covers them completely for protection.

Fish have a special sense organ much like radar
called the lateral line. This allows them to move
around dark or murky waters.

Most fishes have darker skin color on top and
lighter on the bottom; they are counter-shaded so
that they are not easily visible in the water.

Certain species of fish like sharks need to always
keep swimming as they do not possess an air
bladder that could keep them afloat.

The Antarctic ice-fish have antifreeze in their
blood and can live permanently at -1°C.

Fish cannot chew and if they did try, they would

Fish get stressed out just like mammals and birds!
They actually have an excellent sense of taste,
touch and sight and some can even hear and smell
very well.

The speed of sailfish can easily beat your car. With
a speed of 110 km/hr, the Indo-Pacific Sailfish or
Istiophorus platypterus is the world’s fastest fish

The slowest fish is the seahorse. It moves so
slowly that you can hardly notice!

Jellyfish and starfish are not fish family creatures
though they have fish’ in their name. To be a fish,
an animal needs to have bones, scales and gills,
but they don’t have any of these features.

The puffer-fish carries a toxin 1200 times more
poisonous than Cyanide; it is enough to kill 30
people.
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ATTENTION

MLA, FISH & LFoM
Hours and COVID-19 Protocol
Senior, At-Risk & Disabled Individuals Hours
9am—I10am & 4pm—5pm
Regular Hours—10am—4pm

In an attempt to keep our office safe, PLEASE DO NOT
ENTER this location if any of the following are true:

. Travelers returning from high risk countries or cities directed by the

CDC.

. Have had contact with an ill person who has returned from these

high-risk countries.

. Have FLU like symptoms including fevers, chills, cough, sore

throat, shortness of breath or body aches.

. Have been in contact with anyone diagnosed with COVID-19.

When entering the office PLEASE DO the following:

. Practice 6-foot social distancing.
. Wear a mask provided inside the door.
. Wear gloves provided inside the door OR use hand sanitizer

provided inside the door.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

HMLA Fithermen Services Corp.
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Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, BOEM Award
$1.1 Million for Regional
Fisheries Studies to
Guide Offshore Wind

Development
Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs

BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Administration, in
partnership with the State of Rhode Island and the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM),
today announced grants worth $1.1 million to four
institutions to support regional fisheries studies that
will collect data vital to the ongoing development
of the offshore wind industry in North America. The
first-in-the-nation studies will conduct important
research on recreational and commercial fisheries,
seabed habitat, and comparable offshore wind
policies in Europe.

“Collaborating with our state and federal partners
to support these studies will help us better manage
fisheries and natural habitats, while positioning

the offshore wind industry to stimulate economic
development and deliver clean, affordable energy to
Massachusetts,” said Governor Charlie Baker.

“The data collected through these regional studies

will help inform offshore wind development,
protect fisheries and marine wildlife, and ensure
our fishing industry continues to thrive,” said
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito.

The first-in-the-nation studies will advance

the assessment of the interactions between

oftshore wind development and fisheries in the
northeast. The five studies will generate important
information and data during the pre-construction
period for the region’s first offshore wind projects,
and will help establish baseline datasets on fisheries
and seabed habitat. The studies will also advance
new and uniform methodologies for ongoing data
collection and analysis.

“The continued success of offshore industries in
the United States requires strong coordination

and consultation with our state partners,” said
BOEM Acting Director Walter Cruickshank. “The
studies announced today will help ensure BOEM
has sufficient baseline information to support

its environmental assessments of offshore wind
projects on the Atlantic OCS.”

“Rhode Island is a proud partner in this landmark
effort to conduct regional scientific studies

on fisheries resources prior to the start of any
offshore construction activities,” said Rhode
Island Department of Environmental Management
Director Janet Coit. “It is clear that the science on
oftshore wind development impacts in the US is
in its early stages, and regional baseline data for

the areas slated for wind development are lacking,
especially with regards to potential impacts to
Rhode Island’s fishing industry. The selected studies
will help to fill some of these data gaps and allow
for informed decision-making while paving the way
for meeting Rhode Island’s renewable energy goals
and advancing climate mitigation efforts.”

The initiative will support and inform a broader
regional fisheries science and monitoring program
being developed under the Responsible Offshore
Science Alliance (ROSA), an entity established by
the fishing community, offshore wind leaseholders,
and federal and state agencies.

With funding from the Massachusetts Clean
Energy Center (MassCEC) ($496,688), the Rhode
Island Department of Environmental Management
($200,000), and BOEM ($400,000), a coalition

of state and federal resource agencies, the fishing
community, and offshore wind leaseholders

helped to develop a competitive process to solicit
proposals addressing science and data gaps in
regional offshore wind development. The studies
will be managed by MassCEC in coordination with
BOEM, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and
Massachusetts and Rhode Island fishery resource
agencies.

The program focuses on three priority areas of
research: fishery resource studies, seafloor habitat
studies, and technical studies. These priority areas
were informed by work led by the Massachusetts
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Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) to develop
a comprehensive framework for a broad fisheries
science and monitoring program, with input from
federal, state, and industry stakeholders.

“As offshore wind advances in the Northeast, it

is imperative that we ensure it is developed in an
environmentally responsible manner that maintains
shared use for our maritime industries,” said Energy
and Environmental Affairs Secretary Kathleen
Theoharides. “These studies will expand our
knowledge of fisheries, habitats, and migration
patterns in the wind energy development areas,
helping to avoid and minimize potential effects of
construction and operation.”

“Offshore wind presents an opportunity to develop
an abundant amount of clean, renewable energy
while creating jobs and economic opportunity in
coastal communities,” said MassCEC CEO Stephen
Pike. “By taking a proactive, comprehensive
approach to environmental monitoring and data
collection, we can position the offshore wind
industry to realize a more efficient approach to
development.”

The four institutions receiving funding are:

INSPIRE Environmental — Acoustic Telemetry for
Highly Migratory Species, with the New England
Aquarium and Standard Approaches for Acoustic
and Imagery Data - $443,450:

INSPIRE will conduct a two-year acoustic tagging
and tracking study of highly migratory species

such as tuna and sharks at popular recreational
fishing spots in the wind energy areas, in order

to provide new baseline data on highly migratory
species. This will enable ongoing assessment of the
impact of offshore wind on highly migratory species
and associated recreational fishing. INSPIRE will
also develop standard approaches to synthesizing,
visualizing and disseminating high-resolution
acoustic and imagery data for mapping of seabed
habitat in the wind energy areas. This will advance
baseline characterization of the seabed environment
and make high-resolution mapped data available

to stakeholders in a web-based, vetted and neutral
forum.

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth (UMD)
— Net Survey for Larval Lobster and Fish
Neuston, with Massachusetts Lobstermen’s
Association - $278,592:

UMD will conduct towed net surveys for larval
lobster and fish neuston (small fish organisms)
throughout the wind energy areas. This 18-month
study will provide baseline information on the
spatial and temporal distribution of species at their
earliest life stage, during which they are transported
by tides and currents.

University of Rhode Island (URI) — Fishing Status
Using Vessel AIS Data and Machine Learning, with

Rhode Island DEM - $249,646:

URI will merge electronic and other data on fishing
vessel activity into a single data set and apply a
“machine learning” approach to enable lower cost
broad-scale modeling of the probability of fishing
activity in a given area. This will allow researchers
to identify where and when vessels are actually
fishing, as opposed to being in transit.

New Bedford Port Authority — Comparative
Analysis of Regulation in Europe and Japan -
$125,000:

The New Bedford Port Authority will work with
a consultant to conduct a comparative analysis

of policies regarding coexistence of commercial
fishing with existing offshore wind in Europe and
emerging policies in Japan. The study is intended
to establish a fact-based and broadly accepted
narrative in this area.

Working with input and guidance from states and
other stakeholders through a multi-year planning
process, BOEM identified the Massachusetts/Rhode
Island Wind Energy Area, located in federal waters
on the outer continental shelf. The area was divided
into seven lease areas, which were secured by four
offshore wind developer teams through competitive
auctions.

“We deeply appreciate the agencies’ support of
critically important research to better understand
the impacts to fisheries from offshore wind
energy development,” said Annie Hawkins,
Executive Director of the Responsible Offshore
Development Alliance. “These four regional
studies were carefully selected to improve the
existing knowledge base and we’re especially glad
to see fishermen’s direct inclusion in their design
and implementation. We look forward to their
advancement.”

“The breadth of these studies will go a long
way to help improve our understanding of the
potential interactions between offshore wind
and fisheries,” said Lyndie Hice-Dunton, Ph.D.
Executive Director of the Responsible Offshore
Science Alliance. “It is great to see this regional
interagency coordination in support of fisheries
research and we look forward to seeing the
outcomes of these innovative, collaborative
projects.”

In August 2016, Governor Baker signed into law
bipartisan comprehensive energy diversification
legislation requiring utilities to competitively
solicit and contract approximately 1,600 megawatt
(MW) of offshore wind, leading to Massachusetts’
selection of the 800 MW Vineyard Wind project in
2017 and the 804 MW Mayflower Wind project in
2019.

In 2017, Rhode Island selected a 400 MW project
proposed by @rsted. In total, six projects have been

selected for power sales contracts from the lease
area. The projects are at various stages of permitting
review, and while each project will have fisheries
monitoring requirements relevant to the specific
windfarm area, there is wide consensus that studies
and monitoring are needed on a regional basis to
examine long-term interactions between offshore
wind, fisheries resources and fishing activity.

The studies receiving funding address species

of interest for both commercial and recreational
fishing, across a wide range of wind energy

areas. These studies will also provide new and
synthesized data where little or none exists

today. The technical studies are designed to advance
new, lower cost approaches to mapping fishing
activity, while assessing how offshore wind and
fishing intersect and are regulated in other regions.

“This is an exciting opportunity to harness the
power of innovation, regional collaboration, and
data-driven analysis to propel us towards our energy
future while ensuring we protect our vital fisheries
and wildlife,” said Senate President Karen E. Spilka
(D-Ashland).

“It is vital to balance our need to develop offshore
wind with our longtime fishing industry, which is an
important local food source,” said House Speaker
Robert A. DeLeo (D-Winthrop). “These grants

will help us understand how to make these two
industries interact in a way that makes a healthier,
more prosperous Commonwealth.”

“Developing increased amounts of offshore wind
generation of electricity is critical for the future

of our state and our region, but so is protecting

and strengthening our commercial fisheries,

which provide a protein resource we can’t afford

to lose,” said Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr
(R-Gloucester). “The information derived from this
research will provide important insight into how to
maximize the potential of both marine resources and
minimize conflict and harm to each of them.”

“The fishing industry has played a significant

role in our state and regional economies for
generations,” said House Minority Leader Bradley
H. Jones, Jr. (R-North Reading). “As Massachusetts
and Rhode Island continue to pursue offshore

wind as a renewable and sustainable source of
clean energy, it is important that we understand
exactly how the construction and operation of these
facilities will impact recreational and commercial
fisheries. The studies funded through these grants
will provide critical information that can be used
to help ensure this technology is developed in a
responsible way that does not harm our fisheries
and marine life.” https://www.mass.gov/news/
massachusetts-rhode-island-boem-award-11-million-for-

regional-fisheries-studies-to-guide
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