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








On February 18th and 19th the Division of 
Marine Fisheries (DMF) hosted two Scoping 
Meetings on State Response to Anticipated 
Changes to Federal Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) Affecting 
Trap Fisheries.  These scoping meetings were 
held in Buzzards Bay and Gloucester and were 
well attended by Massachusetts Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) members and commercial 
fishermen from the region.  We would like to 
thank everyone for participating during these 
meetings as you are the fishermen and you 
know what you can and can not work with.  

DMF Scoping meeting rational:
[These Scoping Meetings were in response 
to the uncertainty of where recent population trends, NOAA 
Fisheries’ Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT) 
has been working to amend the ALWTRP to consider federal 
regulatory adjustments to reduce the risk of serious injury and 
mortality posed by trap fishing gear, specifically vertical buoy 
lines, to endangered right whales that may become entangled 
therein. 

The TRT subsequently endorsed a preliminary framework that 
established a 60% risk reduction target. Over the course of the 
last year, DMF staff has been working with NOAA fisheries 
to provide updated data analyses and regulatory advice. The 
purpose of this meeting will be to review NOAA Fisheries 
analyses regarding how the state can achieve this federally 
imposed risk reduction target. Comments received will help 
DMF engage on federal rule making moving forward. 

Right Whale 
Scoping 
Meetings 
Have Been Held
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Lobstermen’s Assoc., Inc.
8 Otis Place 
Scituate, MA 02066
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Mailed to all paid members of the Massachusetts 
Lobstermen’s Association
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Editor, Industry News, Notice Section, Editorial, Blog, 
Industry News, Promotions, Layout, Advertising: Beth 
Casoni — Executive Director  

Billing: Elaine Kracov

Buy Sell Swap: Tracey Abboud
 
Newsletter Advertising Rates

The MLA Newsletter is published monthly

(Please note that all pre-paid ads for last year will 
be honored)

$35  — ¼ Page Ad

$65 — ½ Page Ad 

$95 — Full Page Ad

Color Ads — + $25 per ad

 
 

 
 

 

“NEW” MLA LOBSTER GEAR  
Call 781-545-6984 or visit  

www.lobstermen.com  
 
 

Working to maintain 
a sustainable 
resource in the 
marine ecosystem.

Individuals can help this 
cause by becoming a 
Supporting Member.

8 Otis Place
Scituate, MA 02066

781.545.6984

For more information, visit our website
www.lobstermen.com

Right whales are a critically endangered species. 
They seasonally migrate into Massachusetts 
waters and aggregate in Cape Cod Bay to feed 
on zooplankton during the late-winter and early-
spring. In recent years about 65% of the known 
right whale population has been seasonally 
observed in our waters. The entanglement of 
whales in fixed fishing gear, particularly vertical 
buoy lines, is a substantial source of human-
caused mortality.] https://www.mass.gov/
doc/012820-dmf-schedules-scoping-meetings-to-
discuss-anticipated-changes-to-federal-atlantic-
large/download

The MLA Delegates hosted the DMF and 
National Marine Fisheries Service at their 
February meeting to further discuss all the 
proposed conservation options being evaluated 
through the Risk Reduction Tool.  The Delegates 
questioned several of the options and asked for 
clarifications on what are the currently acceptable 
weak contrivances are to date.  Currently, there 
is only one option that is acceptable and that is 
the South Shore Sleeve.  This is something that 
is readily available, repeatable, and enforceable.  
Stay tuned as we are working on several other 
options as are other states. 

Currently, the MLA and Lobster Foundation of 
Massachusetts (LFoM) are working with the 
industry and the DMF to further the efforts to 
curtail any unreasonable conservation proposals 
that have been put forth and are now under 
consideration as well as developing acceptable 
weak contrivances.   If you have any weak splices 
(new rope & a 6’ section) you would like to have 
tested please send them to the LFoM 8 Otis Place, 
Scituate, MA  02066. 

The LFoM through a MA Environmental Trust 
grant has purchased 640, 600’ coils of 3/8” red/
orange, triple strand, breaking at 1700lbs that 
will be deployed during the 2020 fishing season.  
Many of you have already signed up to participate 
in the field testing and we will be reaching out to 
you all once it has been delivered.   If you have 
not already signed up to participate please email 
beth.casoni@lobstermen.com  Stay tuned! 



3

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M •

SPONSOR LIST
THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES ARE PROUD SUPPORTING MLA MEMBERS.   
WE ENCOURAGE OUR MEMBERS TO PATRONIZE THEM.  IF YOUR COMPANY IS NOT LISTED AND YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO BE,
PLEASE CONTACT TRACEY ABBOUD AT 781-545-6984 ext. 2

ALIVE & KICKING 
LOBSTER
LOUIS MASTRANGELO  
CAMBRIDGE, MA   
617-876-0451

ARK BAIT
FRESH/SALTED 
MENHADEN BAIT
508-678-4161

BAR HARBOR LOBSTER 
JEFF HAZELL 
ORLANDO, FL 
407-851-4001

BESSY BAIT
SCOOTER BAKER  
SEABROOK, NH
603-300-2849

BOB LOBSTER
(FISH MKT & LOBSTER 
POUND)
ROBERT HARTIGAN 
PLUM ISLAND, MA 
978-465-7100

BOSTON LOBSTER
Lobster Dealer
NEIL ZARELLA 
617-464-1500
www.bostonlobstercompany.
com 

BOSTON SWORD & TUNA
STEPHEN SCOLA
Boston, MA
617.946.9850

BROOKS TRAP MILL
STEPHEN BROOKS
THOMASTON, ME 
 207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.
com

CAPE ANN MARINE
SALES & SERVICE
978-283-0806
CapeAnnMarina.com

C-TRAP 
MATT BORGES  
MATTAPOISETT, MA 
508-758-2470

CAPE COD CLAM & 
SEAFOOD
SO. CHATHAM
CURT COLLINS
508-246-4366 

CAPE CODDER MARINE, 
LLC
BOB DOBIAS
Swampscott, MA 
978-979-1795
www.capecodderboats.com 

CAPE SEAFOODS BAIT 
DEALER 
GERRY O’NEIL
GLOUCESTER 
978-479-4642

CAPE FISHERMEN 
SUPPLY 
DAVE LIBBY 
CHATHAM, MA
508-945-3501

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS 
CHRIS KING
PROVINCETOWN 
508-487-0259

CAPE TIP SEAFOODS 
CHRIS KING
ORLEANS
508-255-7221

CAPTAIN MARDEN’S 
SEAFOODS
WELLESLEY, MA
KIM MARDEN
781-329-7007  
781-329-0792
www.captainmardens.com  

CHERRY ST. FISH 
MARKET
DANVERS, MA
DARRYL PARKER
978-777-3449   

CHRIS ELECTRONICS 
CORP.
255 MacArthur Drive
New Bedford, MA
508-994-8257

COASTAL HYDRAULICS 
RICH TUCKER 
SEABROOK, NH 
603-474-1914 
www.coastalhyd.com 
sales@coastalhyd.com 

COHASETT LOBSTER 
POUND  
TOMMY ALIOTO
COHASETT, MA
781-383-1551

COMMERCIAL MARINE 
ELEC
DANIEL HODGKINS 
SCITUATE, MA
781-545-7883
www.comercialmarine.net   

WILL COLLINS
Marine Sales Manager
Cummins Sales/Service
O. 781-801-1772
C. 401-339-4004
will.collins@cummins.com 

 DOLE & BAILEY 
SPENCER MONTGOMERY
WOBURN, MA 
781-935-1234
www.doleandbailey.com  
www.northeastoceans.com  

EAST COAST SEAFOOD 
LYNN, MA
SPIROS TOURKAKIS 
781-593-1737   

ELECTRA-DYNE CO INC.
JUDY MACCAFERRI 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508-746-3270

FARM CREDIT EAST
 MIDDLEBORO, MA 
  508-946-4455

FISHER AIR FASTENERS  
ED & CHRIS FISHER  
 PEMBROKE, MA 
 781-826-2522

FISHERMEN SERVICES
MARINE INSURANCE 
Donna Chepren & Elaine 
Kracov
781-545-5073
www.fishermenservices.com  

FRIENDSHIP TRAP CO. 
CHRIS ANDERSON 
FRIENDSHIP, ME 
800-451-1200

GRUNDENS USA  
MICHAEL JACKSON
POULSBO, WA 
360-779-4439
www.grundens.com 

HAMILTON MARINE INC. 
800-639-2715
Hamiltonmarine.com 

JAMES HOOK & CO. 
ED HOOK JR. 
BOSTON, MA 
 617-423-5500

INDUSTRIAL MARINE 
MKTG. 
ROGER SMITH 
WAKEFIELD, RI  
401-782-4412

HERCULES
JOHN REARDON 
NEW BEDFORD MA 
508-993-0010

JOLIN LOBSTER
MANCHESTER, MA
GEOFFREY SONES
O. 978-526-7954 
F. 978-526-7609

JOHN M. KARBOTT 
CUSTOM WOODEN BOAT 
BUILDING & REPAIR
PLYMOUTH, MA
508-224-3709 
www.by-the-sea.com/
karbottboatbuilding 

KETCHAM TRAPS 
ROBERT KETCHAM 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 
508-997-4787

KINGFISHER TRAP
CARL HOWARD
DENNIS, MA 
508-385-5968

KING LOBSTERS 
D.J. KING
BRANFORD, CT  
203-488-6926

KING MARINE LLC
CAPT. GEORRDIE KING
MARINE SURVEYOR
207-337-8706
kinggeordie@comcast.net 

Life Raft & Survival 
Equipment Inc
590 Fish Road
Tiverton, RI 02878
O. 401-816-5400
F. 401-816-5411
www.lrse.com  

LOBSTER CRUISES 
PAUL QUINTAL 
PLYMOUTH, MA 
508-746-5342

LOBSTER TRAP FISH 
MARKET 
MONUMET BEACH, MA
508-759-6400 
WWW.LOBSTERTRAP.
COM 

LOBSTER TRAP CO. 
LOGAN CLARK 
BOURNE, MA
508-759-4928
www.lobstertrap.com  

LYNCH LOBSTER CO 
JOHN LYNCH 
 BEVERLY, MA 
978-921-8088

MANCHESTER LOBSTER
TONY REZZA
MANCHESTER, MA 
508-932-0990

MARINE PROPELLER 
SERVICE  
MIKE VALM 
NEW BEDFORD, MA
508-979-8000

MARINE HYDRAULIC 
ENGINEERING 
ROBERT CROWE 
ROCKLAND, ME  
207-594-9525  
1-800-747-7550

MILTON CAT POWER 
SYSTEMS
KEVIN HAMPSON
MILFORD MA 01757
508-207-8542

MORTILLARO LOBSTER, 
INC.
VINCE MORTILLARO 
GLOUCESTER, MA 
798-281-0959
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NAUSET FISH & LOBSTER 
POOL
ORLEANS, MA
REBECCA HARRISON
508-255-1019   

NEW ENGLAND BOATING
508-789-6708
tom@lighthousemags.com 

NEW ENGLAND CRAB 
COMPANY
BOSTON, MA
MARK NEWBERT
617-464-1999   

N.E. MARINE & INDUSTRIAL 
INC. 
MIKE RICHARDSON (NH)
603-436-2836 
781-834-9301
Info@newenglandmarine.com 

THE NET RESULT 
LOUIS LARSEN 
MARTHA’S VINEYARD 
Mvseafood@vineyard.net 

NEW ENGLAND 
PROPELLER
RON PECK   
PLYMOUTH, MA
800-635-9504
neprop@aol.com 

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER
TWIN DISC ~ SAM PROFIO  
EXETER, NH
603-418-0470 
sprofio@glpower.com  

MAIN STREET WIRE
Peter Christian
Douglas, Ma
508-847-8888

OCEAN STATE LOBSTER 
 KEVIN BATES 
NARRAGANSETT, RI 
 401-782-3500

PENDER MARINE 
SERVICES
PAUL PENDER
WESTWOOD, MA 
617-240-1622

RFP LOBSTER BAIT
DICK PERENTZ 
774-248-0292

RIVERDALE MILLS 
NORTHBRIDGE, MA 
508-234-8715

ROWAND FISHERIES
DANA ROWAND 
2 CABOT ST.
BEVERLY MA 01915
978-927-1871

ROSES MARINE
MARTY BOLCOME 
GLOUCESTER, MA
877-283-3334
www.rosesmarine.com  

SEA CLIFF LOBSTER 
FRANK COLLINS 
MANOMET, MA 
508-224-5700

SILVER KEY, INC.
WESTPORT, MA
CHUCK HUSKINS
508-673-3310

SPURS MARINE Mfg
PABLO SOSA
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
800-824-5372

SUPERIOR LOBSTER
DARRYL DURNFORD
HUMAROCK, MA
774-773-5048

W.B. VAN DUZER CO.  
WILLIAN VAN DUZER 
DUXBURY, MA 
781-585-7664

TWO COUSINS FISH 
MARKET 
BRIAN O’DONOHOE 
FREEPORT, NY
 516-379-5065

WELLFLEET SHELLFISH 
CO. 
Alex Hay
508-255-5300
sales@wellfleetshell.com                                                                

WINDWARD POWER 
SYSTEMS
JIM & NATE TYNAN
FAIRHAVEN, MA 774-992-
0059 
www.windwardpower.com  

WOOD’S SEAFOOD
PLYMOUTH, MA 02360
508-746-0261

YANKEE FISHERMEN’S 
CO-OP.  
SEABROOK, NH 
603-474-9850

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association would 
like to welcome the following new members to the Associa-
tion. Your Association will continue its efforts on your behalf 
to conserve the resource, protect your livelihood, keep you 

informed, promote the industry and provide you with in-
creasing benefits as they are developed. MLA stands ready 
to help you in anyway, at anytime — just let us know how! 

Safe on the water and good fishing! 

SPONSORS Continued from page 3

New Members F/V Name Port Company

Peter Rogal

Michael Russon F/V Adventure

Nahant Fish & Lobster

Province Town
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Calendar of Events
MARCH
3/17 Happy St Patricks Day!

3/18 MLA Delegates Meeting- Sons of Italy 
Hall 120 Quarry St Quincy, MA 02169 7:00pm

3/25 MFAC Business meeting - DFW's 
Headquarters, 1 Rabbit Hill Rd Westborough, 
MA 01581 9:00am-2:00pm

Please check the MLA website
for more meetings and events

as they will be added.

APRIL
4/16 MFAC Business meeting - DFW's 
Headquarters 1 Rabbitt Hill RD Westborough, 
MA 01591 - 9:00am

4/17 to 4/19 MLA Annual Weekend Industry 
Trade Show - Resort and Conference Center at 
Hyannis 35 Scudder Ave, MA 02601.

Rooms are filling up fast - Don't delay and 
book your room today! All reservation forms 
can be found here www.lobstermen.com

4/18 MLAs Annual Membership meeting will 
be held during the Annual Weekend (Time 
TBD)

MAY
5/20 MLA Delegates meeting - Sons of 
Italy Hall 120 Quarry St, Quincy, MA 02169 
7:00pm

5/21 MFAC Business meeting - DFW's 
Headquarters 1 Rabbitt Hill Rd Westborough, 
MA 01581 - 9:00am

JUNE
6/17 MLA Delegates meeting - Sons of 
Italy Hall 120 Quarry St, Quincy, MA 02169 
7:00pm

6/18 MFAC Business meeting - DFW's 
Headquarters 1 Rabbitt Hill Rd Westborough, 
MA 01581 - 9:00am

207.363.0220
www.SURVIVALATSEA.com

LIFERAFT INSPECTIONS

EPIRBs & PLBs

IMMERSION SUITS & PFDs

SIGNALING DEVICES

PICKUP & DELIVERY

5% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE
FOR MLA MEMBERS!
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Service Provider for MLA Non-Profit Boat Protection Cooperative Ltd.  

MLA’s #1 Commercial Boating Insurance Provider 

 Agreed Hull Value  –  Protection & Indemnity  

 Crew Coverage    -   Extended Policy Limits   -  Chartering 

 Marina Floaters  -   Multiple Fisheries & Deductibles 

Call 781-545-5073 for a free quote or  

request a quote online at fishermenservices.com
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As the
HAULER HAULER TURNSTURNS

Now that March is upon us and the winter is 
almost over, we are gearing up for the upcoming 
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Annual Weekend 
and Industry Trade Show April 17-19 at the 
Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis.  We 
have been hearing a lot of scuttle about why the 
weekend dates were changed from January to 
April and the change in the date was made by the 
MLA Delegates due to a wide variety of reasons: 
1. the MA Restricted Area Closure, 2. the 
uncertainty of a federal government shutdown, 
and 3. the unpredictable weather (snow, (most 
fishermen plow) and ice storms (no one wants to 
travel).  

The Annual Weekend Committee is working 
hard to bring you all a full slate of seminars, 
vendors, entertainment and most of all 
camaraderie and we certainly hope you will take 
the time to come down for the weekend or just 
for the day.  There are many informative Annual 
Weekend announcements in this newspaper and 
we hope that you will partake in all that we have 
to offer.  Please keep in mind that the Annual 
Weekend and Industry Trade Show program will 
be uploaded to the MLAs website in early April.  

As we settle in on new dates keep in mind that 
the April 2020 dates will again shift in 2021 
going forward to be around the last weekend 
of March, thank you all who have made 
this recommendation.  We truly appreciate 
everyone’s input and patience as we transition to 
a new time of year for the event.  If you would 

like to help out before, during or after the event 
we are always looking for fresh ideas on how 
we can make things better and more interactive.  
Please reach out to Tracey at 781.545.6984 xt2. 

In the midst of all the Annual Weekend 
preparations there have been two DMF Scoping 
Meetings that were held regarding the upcoming 
right whale regulations changes that will be 
coming down from NOAA.  

The DMF was clear that these were being held 
to hear from you what your thoughts are on the 
conservation measures you can live with as they 
are working on all the Lobster Management 
Areas (1, 2, OCC) in Massachusetts to get them 
to the 60% conservation goal set by NOAA. 

A lot of reoccurring questions and concerns 
were raised previously and during the meetings 
ranging from; why do we have to do more when 
there is a closure in Massachusetts when the 
whales are present, we are already fishing 15-30 
pot trawls, I only fish 64 endlines for 800 pots, 
what about the ship strikes, what about Canada, 
I have never seen a right whale, my rope is so 
old it must break well under the 1700lbs., who is 
going to come up with these weak contrivances, 
we need many options to achieve a weak 
contrivance, what about offshore wind and the 
impacts to the right whales, and I only fish 200 
pots.  The DMF answered all the questions that 
they were able too and if they couldn’t it was due 
to the pending law suit that was filed against the 
federal government.  We will be recapping this 

discussion during the DMF Roundtable during 
the upcoming Annual Weekend on Saturday 
April 18, 2020 (Time TBD) 

Unfortunately, there appears to be a trend here 
and every 5-7 years there is a law suit filed by 
the ENGOs because of the unattainable goal of 
reaching the Potential Biological Removal (PBR) 
of 1 right whale “Take” per year. I keep praying 
that there are fifteen plus right whale babies born 
each year and no deaths over the next 5-7 years, 
will be enough to keep these people out of the 
courts.  Every documented interaction between a 
right whale and a vertical line is calculated into 
the PBR model and at the end of each year we 
get a total.  

Here is a PBR table from 2000-2017 that was 
presented by NOAA:   

https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/NEFMC-TRT-
Presentation-June-2019-Asaro.pdf

Currently, the Lobster Foundation of 
Massachusetts is working with a rope 
manufacturer to develop a weak 1700lb, 3/8” 
red rope and will be reaching out to several of 
you in early April that signed up to test this 
rope.  This will be field tested during the 2020 
fishing season and once it has been given enough 
feed back and scrutiny we are hopeful is will be 
accepted by NOAA as a weak contrivance.  We 
are hoping that should you choose to use a weak 
1700lb single vertical you would not have to then 
incorporate anymore weak contrivances in your 
line.    You will however have to still incorporate 
the 600lb breakaway at the buoy and are hopeful 
this will be phased out through rule making 
down the road.  Stay tuned! 

Safe fishing,  Beth Casoni Summary of April 2019 Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team Meeting
New England Fishery Management Council Portland, ME June 13, 201
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Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association           Office  781-545-6984
8 Otis Place                         Fax   781-545-7837
Scituate, MA  02066                                           www.lobstermen.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP        Full Voting              Associate                      Business            
                 $150 Annual Dues         $150 Annual Dues         $250 Annual Dues

*To qualify for a Full Regular Membership, you MUST (1) hold a valid Mass. Commercial Lobster License, (2) reside in Massachusetts, 
(3) be sponsored by either two Regular Members or one Delegate, and (4) send in a copy of your lobster license with this application.

Sponsors:
#1 Name_______________________________________________ [  ] Delegate       [  ] Regular Member

#2 Name_______________________________________________ [  ] Delegate       [  ] Regular Member

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Name 

       
Business Name * Business members will now be listed in 2”x2” ad in the new MLA business section at the front of the monthly newspaper, a 2”x2” ad linked 
to your website will be added to the MLA website, preferential ad location selection in the newspaper and early registration and booth preferences for the MLA 
Annual Weekend event.  

Address

City/Town     State   Zip Code

Home Phone      Cell Phone    Work Phone   Fax Number

Email Address       Website

Vessel Name     Homeport         Permit ID#   Type of Permit 

 
[   ] Check here if you would like Hull and P&I Insurance information sent to you

Payment options – Cash, Check, Master Card or Visa       
    
Credit Card Number    Exp. Date  3 digit security#    Zip code 

Signature_______________________________________________ Date: _______/_______/_______



9

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M •

YOU ARE INVITED  
TO ATTEND THE  
April 17-19, 2020 

Located at the
Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis 

35 Scudder Ave, Hyannis, MA 02601  
www.capecodresortandconferencecenter.com  

A Full Slate of Activities   
For the Whole Family  

 A super exhibition of the latest goods and
services that are important to the lobster/
fishing industry as well as Gov. Agencies  

 Seminars-Friday and Saturday 

 3 Comedian-Friday evening following dinner 

 Craft-Make you own candy bouquet

 Cooking Demonstration-Saturday  

 Super MLA Scholarship raffle Fri-Sun 

 The Caricature Guy Saturday afternoon 

 Banquet Awards Ceremony Saturday evening 

 Casino Night  Saturday (9-11pm) 

 Children's activity room Fri/Sat evening 

 There will be many raffles with cash prizes, 
free drawings and much more!   

Exhibit Hall Hours: Fri. 9:00am-5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00am-5:00 pm 
Sun. 8:00am-10:00 am 

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association  
is working hard to bring to you the

2020 Annual Weekend and Trade Show  
with many vendors along with several  

informative seminars Friday and Saturday. 

Even if you’re not an MLA member yet! 
Come on down, over or up and join us for the event.   

Remember, this is your industry why  
not join the MLA for some fun?   

ADMISSION to the
SHOW is FREE  

For more information on membership,                         
room packages, seminars and vendor  

 information please visit www.lobstermen.com
Or call 781-545-6984 xt.2 &
speak with Tracey Abboud.  
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Mufflers & Exhaust Components 
`    Rose Marine 

877-283-3334 

Quality Oil Coolers 
Made in the U.S.A. 

Mufflers and Exhaust 
Components 

Gloucester, MASS www.rosesmarine.com 

Anchor Flush Mount  
Hatches 

 

Stainless Steel Mufflers  
And Accessories 
2” – 8” inlet size in stock 

Ask for the “GREEN MARINE” cable 
 

Controls 

• Stainless Steel Wrapped 
• Teflon Core  
• Super Low friction 

 

Aqualoy Stainless Propeller Shafts & Accessories 

• All Seamless Tubing 
• High pressure available 
• 90/10 copper-nickel  
• 2” to 5”Dia. Body in stock 

Largest stock of Aqualoy Stainless Prop Shafting on the East Coast 
With Emergency turn-around time available.  

Call or e-mail Peter Tetrault for a price on your next shaft. 
peter.tetrault@rosesoil.net 
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877-283-3334 

Rose Marine 
Gloucester, MASS    www.rosesmarine.com 

Hydraulic Driven 
Sized to the flow rate to fit your boat. 
 

Engine Cooling Clutch Driven 

Complete Line of  
 
Pumps & Parts 
 

Authorized SEASTAR 
Solutions (FORMERLY Teleflex) 
Repair Facility for the Northeastern U.S. 

Sales and Service of Hydraulic Components 
We will customize a hydraulic hauling or power-steering system to fit your exact needs. 

 

Complete Line of  
 
 
Pumps & Parts  

Same-Day Service 
Available on most  

Emergency Repairs! 
 

Stocking Distributor 

Combination Shaft Zinc 
& Line Cutters 

Shaft Sizes   
¾” to 2-1/4”  
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New England Fishery Management Council

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                    PRESS CONTACT:  Janice Plante
February 5, 2020                                                    (607) 592-4817,  jplante@nefmc.org

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950
Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

Groundfish Monitoring Amendment 23:  Council Votes to Send 
Draft Document out for Comment with Preferred Alternatives 
The New England Fishery Management Council voted on January 29 to send Draft Groundfish Monitoring 
Amendment 23 out for public comment.  The amendment contains numerous proposals, and the Council 
selected several “preferred alternatives” to help guide the public in supplying feedback.  The hearings will 
take place this spring, likely in late March and April.  The Council then will review all oral and written 
comments and take final action during

A mounted camera (top left) records catches and discards under an 
electronic monitoring pilot program.   – The Nature Conservancy photo

About the Council’s 1st Preferred Alternative

Draft Amendment 23 contains four alternatives for at-sea 
monitoring coverage rates for groundfish sectors:  25%, 50%, 
75%, and 100%.  Here, the Council selected 100% coverage as 
its preferred alternative in order to solicit the broadest range 
of public comment possible and get a sense from industry of 
the maximum costs associated with this action.  The Council is 
not bound to select 100% in June when it takes final action,
and it emphasized the importance of listening to the public 
before making a final decision. 

its June 23-25 meeting in Freeport, ME.  

The Council developed the amendment  
“to improve the reliability and 
accountability of catch reporting in the 
commercial groundfish fishery to ensure 
there is precise and accurate 
representation of catch.” Catch is 
defined as both landings and discards.

Preferred Alternatives
In short, the Council’s first preferred 
alternative calls for 100% at-sea 
monitoring on all groundfish sector trips.  
This coverage level could be achieved 
through one of two ways:

• Human At-Sea Monitors:  People 
would be on board the vessels to track 
catches and discards; or

• Electronic Monitoring (EM): In lieu of 
human monitors, cameras would be 
mounted on vessels to video record 
catches and discards under one of two 
programs, both of which are fully 
described in Amendment 23:
• Audit Model EM; or
• Maximized Retention EM.
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New England Fishery Management Council

New England Fishery Management Council  |  50 Water Street, Mill 2  |  Newburyport, MA  01950

Phone:  (978) 465-0492  |  Fax:  (978) 465-3116 |  www.nefmc.org

• Uncertainty Buffer: The Council also voted to support as a preferred alternative eliminating the 
management uncertainty buffer that’s applied to sector annual catch limits (ACLs) for allocated stocks, 
but only if 100% monitoring is approved for all sector vessel trips.  Eliminating the buffer would result in 
more fish being available to sector boats since 3% to 7% of each stock’s acceptable biological catch 
currently is deducted to account for uncertainty.  This uncertainty would be reduced under 100% 
monitoring.

• Dockside Monitoring: The Council supported “no action” as preferred for dockside monitoring.  If no 
action is approved during final action, the commercial groundfish fishery would not be subject to 
mandatory dockside monitoring.

The Council selected other preferred alternatives related to: (1) establishing a review process for at-sea 
monitoring coverage rates; (2) adding new sector monitoring tools through a framework adjustment rather 
than an amendment; (3) issuing waivers to exempt vessels from industry-funded monitoring requirements if 
insufficient funding is available for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS/NOAA Fisheries) to cover 
shoreside costs for the program; and (4) removing monitoring program requirements for vessels fishing 
exclusively west of 71 degrees 30 minutes west longitude.

QUESTIONS?  CONTACT:

Ø Dr. Jamie Cournane, the Council’s 
groundfish plan coordinator, at
(978) 465-0492, ext. 103, 
jcournane@nefmc.org; or 

Ø Robin Frede, the Council’s fishery analyst 
who led much of the work on 
Amendment 23, at (978) 465-0492,     
ext. 124, rfrede@nefmc.org. 

Ø Documents used during the Council’s 
January 29, 2020 discussion on 
Amendment 23 in Portsmouth, NH are 
available at groundfish.

What’s Next?

The Council will develop a public hearing 
document and schedule hearings 
throughout the region.  The Council will 
announce the schedule as soon as it’s 
available and post the hearing document 
on its website.  Keep tabs on the Council’s 
groundfish webpage for updates.

Key Amendment 23 Documents

Ø Decision Document: This easy-to-read file contains tables 
that sum up all of the options within the amendment and 
provides short descriptions of the biological, economic, 
and social impacts, plus more.  Download a copy here.

Ø Amendment 23 Webpage: All of the sections within the 
draft amendment, as well as appendices and background 
materials, are available here.  

At right: Measuring cod on a Gulf of Maine trip 
under electronic monitoring.  –Energy Films photo
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[In association with Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership]

Need Help with Health 
Insurance in Massachusetts?

You may still be eligible to 
enroll. Contact a Fishing 
Partnership Navigator for 
assistance with health 

insurance coverage, 
understanding your insurance 
benefits, or finding a doctor. 

This spring, Fishing Partnership Support Services will be offering FREE Safety & Survival 
and Drill Conductor trainings for commercial fishermen across the region.

Our popular Safety & Survival Training is a full-day, hands-on training for commercial fishermen. Drill 
Conductor Certification is a full-day training for those who have completed our Safety & Survival training 
and want to conduct required monthly drills on their own fishing vessels. 

For more information, or to register 
for a training, contact a Navigator in 
your area:

Chatham 
[Serving the Cape & the Islands] 
Morgan Eldredge and Shannon 
Eldredge (508) 237-9402

Gloucester 
[Serving the North Shore] 
Nina Groppo and Maria Carpenter 
(978) 282-4847

New Bedford 
[Serving the South Coast] 
Deb Kelsey (508) 884-6661 or 
Jenny Amaral and Rob Jardin 
(508) 991-3043

Plymouth 
[Serving Boston & the South Shore] 
Lori Caron (781) 635-0011

FISHING PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT SERVICES

2020 Spring Training Schedule

Find the trainings nearest you and visit our website or contact the Navigator listed to register.

New Bedford, MA 
March 12 - Safety & Survival 
March 13 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Deb, Jenny, or Rob to 
register.

Marshfield, MA 
March 19 - Safety & Survival 
March 20 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Lori to register. 
 
Barnegat Light, NJ 
March 26 - Safety & Survival 
March 27 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Nina to register. 
 
Harwich Port, MA 
April 2 - Safety & Survival 
April 3 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Morgan or Shannon 
to register.

Southwest Harbor, ME 
April 16 - Safety & Survival 
April 17 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Nina to register.

New Castle, NH 
April 23 - Safety & Survival 
April 24 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Maria to register. 
 
Point Judith, RI 
April 23 - Safety & Survival 
April 24 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Lori to register.

Ocean City, MD 
April 30 - Safety & Survival 
May 1 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Deb to register.

Harpswell, ME 
May 7 - Safety & Survival 
May 8 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Morgan to register.

Gloucester, MA 
May 14 - Safety & Survival 
May 15 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Nina or Maria to 
register.

Montauk, NY 
May 21 - Safety & Survival 
May 22 - Drill Conductor 
Contact Morgan to register.
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www.ketchamsupply.com
info@ketchamsupply.com

508.997.4787

Totes

Tools

111 Myrtle Street 
New Bedford, MA  02740    

@ketchamsupply    

Traps

Buoys

Rope

 Clips
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MLA AD winter  2019 Final.pdf   1   10/16/2019   1:24:41 PM
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NNOOAAAA’’SS		NNAATTIIOONNAALL		MMAARRIINNEE		FFIISSHHEERRIIEESS		SSEERRVVIICCEE		��NNMMFFSSSS		MMAARRIINNEE		
MMAAMMMMAALL		AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZAATTIIOONN		PPRROOGGRRAAMM				

CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTEE		FFOORR		22002200
AA.. AAuutthhoorriizzaattiioonn::
Pursuant	to	Section	118	of	the	Marine	Mammal	Protection	Act	�ActS	�1�	U.S.C.	1387S,	the	implementing	regulations	at
50	CFR	Part	229,	and	subject	to	the	terms	and	conditions	below,	NOAA’s	National	Marine	Fisheries	Service	�NMFSS
issues	this	Authorization	Certificate,	which,	when	presented	in	combination	with	a	current/valid	state	or	federal
fisheries	permit,	authorizes	the	taking	of	non‐endangered/threatened	marine	mammals	incidental	to	commercial	fishing
operations	in	those	fisheries	listed	on	the	reverse	side.
BB.. TTeerrmmss		aanndd		CCoonnddiittiioonnss::
 AAllll		iinncciiddeennttaall		mmoorrttaalliittyy		oorr		iinnjjuurryy		ooff		mmaarriinnee		mmaammmmaallss		ooccccuurrrriinngg		iinn		tthhee		ccoouurrssee		ooff		ccoommmmeerrcciiaall		ffiisshhiinngg		ooppeerraattiioonnss		mmuusstt		bbee

rreeppoorrtteedd		ttoo		NNMMFFSS		wwiitthhiinn		4488		hhoouurrss		aafftteerr		tthhee		eenndd		ooff		eeaacchh		ffiisshhiinngg		ttrriipp		iinn		wwhhiicchh		tthhee		iinncciiddeennttaall		ddeeaatthh		oorr		iinnjjuurryy		ooccccuurrrreedd
uussiinngg		tthhee		aapppprroopprriiaattee		rreeppoorrttiinngg		ffoorrmm,,		eevveenn		iiff		tthhee		ttrriipp		iiss		oobbsseerrvveedd..

 This	Authorization	Certificate,	or	a	photocopy	of	it,	must	be	on	board	the	vessel	during	commercial	fishing
operations.

 Authorization	Certificate	holders	must	comply	with	any	applicable	take	reduction	plans	and	emergency	regulations.
 If	requested	to	do	so	by	NMFS	or	a	designated	contractor	providing	observer	services	to	NMFS,	an	Authorization

Certificate	holder	must	take	aboard	an	observer	to	accompany	the	vessel	on	fishing	trips	and	must	possess	a	valid
Commercial	Fishing	Vessel	Safety	Examination	decal	issued	by	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard.

 When	necessary	to	deter	a	marine	mammal	from	damaging	fishing	gear,	catch,	other	private	property,	or	from
endangering	personal	safety,	the	vessel	owner,	operator,	or	crew	members	may	use	measures	which	do	not	result	in
serious	injury	or	death	of	the	animal	pursuant	to	the	deterrence	provisions	of	the	Act.

 A	marine	mammal	may	not	be	intentionally	killed	in	the	course	of	commercial	fishing	operations	except	where
imminently	necessary	in	self‐defense	or	to	protect	the	life	of	a	person	in	immediate	danger.	Such	lethal	taking	must
be	reported	to	NMFS	within	48	hours	after	the	end	of	each	fishing	trip	in	which	the	mortality	occurred	using	the
appropriate	MMAP	mortality/injury	reporting	form.

 Any	marine	mammal	incidentally	taken	must	be	immediately	returned	to	the	sea	unless	directed	otherwise	by	NMFS
or	a	NMFS‐authorized	observer.

 Any	person	who	violates	these	Terms	and	Conditions,	regulations	under	50	CFR	Part	229,	or	any	provisions	of
Section	118	of	the	Act,	shall	be	subject	to	the	penalties	set	forth	in	the	Act.

 This	Authorization	Certificate,	or	a	copy,	must	be	made	available	upon	request	to	any	state	or	federal	enforcement
agent	authorized	to	enforce	the	Act,	any	designated	agent	of	NMFS,	or	any	contractor	providing	observer	services	to
NMFS.

 This	Certificate	is	not	transferable.	In	the	event	of	a	change	in	vessel	ownership,	the	Authorization	Certificate	is	void
and	a	new	Authorization	Certificate	must	be	obtained	by	the	new	owner.

 If	the	registered	vessel	is	sold	or	destroyed	or	is	replaced	by	a	new	designated	vessel,	an	authorization	must	be
obtained	for	the	new	vessel.

 If	there	are	changes	in	the	mailing	address	or	vessel	ownership,	please	contact	your	state	or	federal	fishery
management	office	for	permit	corrections	�phone:	978‐281‐9370,	address:	55	Great	Republic	Drive,	Gloucester,	MA
01930S	within	30	days	of	the	change.	Please	also	notify	the	Protected	Resources	Division	of	any	changes	at	978‐281‐
9328.
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2018 Atlantic, Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico Category I & II Fishery Definition Reference 

 Gear Type Fishery Cat. Location & Details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gillnet 

Northeast sink gillnet I U.S./Canada border to Long Island, NY, at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border & east to the EEZ. 
Northeast anchored float gillnet II U.S./Canada border to Long Island, NY, at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border & east to the EEZ. 
Northeast drift gillnet II U.S./Canada border to Long Island, NY, at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border & east to the EEZ.  Includes any residual large pelagic 

driftnet effort in New England. 
Chesapeake Bay inshore gillnet II Between the Chesapeake Bay/Bridge Tunnel & mainland 
Mid-Atlantic gillnet I West of a line drawn at 72° 30' W long., south to VA/NC border, east to the eastern edge of EEZ & north of the NC/SC border.  Includes 

any residual large pelagic driftnet effort in the Mid-Atlantic; any shark & dogfish gillnet effort, & all NC beach-anchored gillnets fished 
in the manner of a seine targeting species such as weakfish, speckled trout, & spot, excluding the Atlantic Ocean striped bass beach 
seine fishery.  

North Carolina inshore gillnet II Inshore of the COLREGS lines in NC 
Southeast Atlantic gillnet II Waters south of a line extending east from the NC/SC border to the EEZ, & east of the fishery management council demarcation line 

between the Atlantic Ocean/Gulf of Mexico.  Excludes shark gillnetting effort using 5-inch or greater stretched mesh south of the 
SC/GA border. 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet 
 (≥ 5 inch stretched mesh) 

II Waters south of line extending east from the SC/GA border to the EEZ. 

Gulf of Mexico gillnet II Waters west of fishery management council demarcation line between the Atlantic Ocean/Gulf of Mexico & north of U.S./Mexico 
border. 

High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species drift gillnet II On the High Seas - waters outside of the EEZ. 

 
Traps and  

Pots 

Northeast/Mid-Atlantic American lobster trap/pot I Atlantic inshore & offshore waters 

Atlantic mixed species trap/pot II U.S./Canada border south through the waters east of the fishery management demarcation line between the Atlantic Ocean & Gulf of 
Mexico.  Excludes other Category I, II, & III trap/pot fisheries already appearing on the List of Fisheries. 

Atlantic blue crab trap/pot II From south shore of Long Island, NY at 72° 30' W long.  fishery management council demarcation line through the Atlantic Ocean/Gulf 
of Mexico - includes estuarine, coastal, & offshore waters. 

Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico stone crab 
trap/pot 

II Includes all estuarine, coastal, & offshore waters in the Atlantic from NC through FL, & in the Gulf of Mexico from FL through TX. 

Longline Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean, Gulf  of Mexico large pelagic 
& highly migratory species longline 

I Waters within Atlantic EEZ & on the High Seas (outside of the EEZ). 

 
 
 
 

Trawl 

Northeast mid water trawl  (including pair trawl) II U.S./ Canada border through waters east of 70° W. long.  to the  intersection of the EEZ, primarily on the continental shelf 
&throughout the Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank, & Southern New England. 

Mid-Atlantic mid-water trawl  (including pair trawl & 
flynet) 

II Cape Cod, MA, to Cape Hatteras, NC, in waters west of 70° W. long.  to the intersection of the EEZ & north of a line extending due east 
from the NC/SC border. 

Northeast bottom trawl II From the U.S/ Canada border through waters east of 70° W. long. 
Mid-Atlantic bottom trawl II Cape Cod, MA, to Cape Hatteras, NC, in waters west of 70° W. long. & north of a line extending due east from the NC/SC border. 
Southeastern U.S. Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico Shrimp Trawl II Pelagic, skimmer, or bottom trawl fisheries in the Atlantic from NC through FL, & in the Gulf of Mexico from FL through TX.  Includes all 

estuarine, coastal, & offshore waters. 
High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species trawl II On the High Seas - waters outside of the EEZ. 

 
Seines, 

Pound & Stop 
Net 

Mid-Atlantic menhaden purse seine II Mid-Atlantic region. 
Gulf of Mexico menhaden purse seine II Gulf of Mexico. 
Mid-Atlantic haul/beach seine II Waters west of 72°30' W long. & north of a line extending due east from the NC/SC border. 
North Carolina long haul seine II NC state waters. 
Virginia pound net II VA state waters, including inside Chesapeake Bay. 
North Carolina roe mullet stop net II Off Bogue Banks, NC. 

 
Other High 

Seas Fisheries 

High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species troll II On the High Seas- waters outside of the EEZ. 
High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species pole & line II On the High Seas- waters outside of the EEZ. 
High Seas Atlantic highly migratory species multipurpose 
vessel not included elsewhere (NEI) 

II On the High Seas- waters outside of the EEZ. 

*Note the EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) in the U.S. typically extends 200 nautical miles from the coast.   
For more detailed descriptions of each fishery, please reference the 2019 List of Fisheries available online at www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/list-fisheries-2019 
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Over 120 people attended the Lobster Institute’s 
Canada/U.S. Lobster Town Meeting held in 
Moncton, New Brunswick on January 24-25.  
The focus of the 2020 event was “Lobsters 
without borders:  forging our futures together”.  
It marked the 16th year the University of 
Maine’s Lobster Institute has hosted the event. 
Town Meeting is now a long-standing tradition 
and premier event welcoming lobster industry 
members, fishery managers and scientists from 
both sides of the border. The industry-organized 
meeting makes a special effort to engage the 
harvesting sector to discuss the status of the 
lobster resource and the business of lobstering 
from their perspective.    

On day one of the meeting participants took part 
in a full schedule of broad-ranging discussions, 
with specialists on hand to help guide the dialog.  
The day’s discussion included the topical issues 
of lobster processing in North America as well 
as lobster marketing – how the industry in 
moving its combined 350+ million pounds of 
lobster.   Lobster quality and lobster as a product 
in a rapidly changing globalized marketplace 
were the main focus concerning processing. 
The marketing discussions centered mainly on 
how lobster marketing will change with climate 
change, sustainability in the industry, and new 
marketing techniques.

The session on North American right whales 
centered on migration and protection measures 
on both sides of the border. Questions from the 
audience varied, with many calling for more 
investigations surrounding whale physiology, 
ecosystem food web ecology, and alternative 
explanations for ecosystem shifts or other 
sources of mortality beyond the fishing industry. 
Audience members asked for more information 
on the steps other industries, such as the cruise 
and shipping companies, are doing in efforts to 
protect the species. 

The day wrapped up with a sea food reception 
where attendees continued to network and 
discuss the issues of the day.

Day two of the event included discussions media 
relations. There was also plenty of time for open 
discussion on a variety topics, in a true town-
meeting style format.

Special guests at the 
event included the 
Minister of Fisheries 
and Communities from 
Prince Edward Island, the 
Honorable Jamie Fox; 
and Minister of Finance, 
the Honorable Ernest 
Steeves, who shared 
welcoming remarks from 
the host Province of New 
Brunswick.

Also attending were high 
school students from Vinalhaven School on Fox 
Island, Maine.  These students are participating 
in a year-long curriculum revolving around 
fisheries in Maine and Canada – working with 
a sister school from Prince Edward Island.  
They took an active role in the discussions and 
networking; and were able to attend, in part, due 
to support from the Lobster Institute’s Klaus 
Sonnenberg Memorial Scholarship. 

The Lobster Institute’s Canada/U.S. Lobster 
Town Meeting alternates between Canada and 
the U.S. each year.  Having been hosted on the 
Canadian side in St. John and St. Andrews, NB, 
in the past, this was the first time the event was 
held in Moncton.  The one and a half day event 
brings lobstermen and others connected to the 
fishery together to share ideas, questions, and 
concerns. A major goal of the Town Meeting 
is to foster collaboration and communication 
among geographic areas and sectors of the 
fishery.  This was evident as fishermen, 
processors, dealers and managers traveled from 
Massachusetts, Maine, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island and Nova Scotia to attend the 
event.  

The Lobster Town Meeting’s open discussion 
format allows all participants to get a more 
complete picture of the entire resource and the 
industry, including commonalities, differences 
and potential future impacts.  Their input helps 
set the agenda for research for the lobster 
fishery on an industry-wide basis, geared 
toward the responsible use of the resource while 
maintaining the vitality of the industry. The 
emphasis on collaboration and communication 

stems from the fact that all sectors of the 
industry share and rely on a common resource 
that must be protected.

The event was co-chaired by Lobster Institute 
Board members Michel Richard, representing 
the Maritime Fishermen’s Union (MFU); and 
Annie Tselikis, Executive Director of the Maine 
Lobster Dealers’ Association.  UNI Financial 
Service was the Premier Platinum Sponsor of 
the Town Meeting; with Gold Sponsorship 
provided by the MFU and Maine Sea Grant.  
The MFU also provided English to French 
translation services for the event; and Maine Sea 
Grant sponsored the recording and reporting.

All discussions at the Town Meeting were 
recorded and a transcript as well as a summary 
report is being compiled by the Lobster 
Institute, with assistance from a group of 
graduate students in the University of Maine’s 
School of Marine Sciences’ Fisheries & Policy 
Management class.   Copies will be available 
(written or mp3) by contacting the Lobster 
Institute at lobsterinstitute@maine.edu or 207-
581-1443; and will be posted on the Institute’s 
Web site at www.lobsterinstitute.org.

The 2021Town Meeting will be held in 
Portland, Maine.

For more information on this year’s meeting, 
contact the Lobster Institute at lobsterinstitute@
maine.edu; or call Cathy Billings at 207-581-
2751.

Lobster Institute’s 
Canada/U.S Lobster
Town Meeting Focuses on the Future
of the Lobster Industry



19

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M •

            “PULL THE PIN AND THROW IT IN” 

 

 
44 South Street, New Bedford, MA  02740 
Phone: 508-993-0010 Fax: 508-993-9005 

Securing – Lifting - Rigging
82 MacArthur Dr. New Bedford, MA  02740 
Phone: 508-992-9519 Fax: 508-992-9419

DSPA 5 M
                            OUR NEWEST FIRE PROTECTION  

www.Hercules-SLR-US.com
JohnReardon@Hercules‐SLR‐US.com                       USCG Safety Inspection Station #327

Commercial Fishing-Marine 
Safety-Rigging
 Marine Hardware                                
 Cotesi ‐ Netting, Leaded/Sink Rope 
 Stormline & Climate Technical‐Foul Weather Gear 
 Buoys & Floats 
 Lobster Bands 
 PFD’s, Vests, Float Coats                                                                          
 Fish Totes                                                        Inflatable PFD’s 

On-Board Vessel Inspections & Safety Drills

Call our USCG Certified Drill Conductor 
Ted Williams 508‐264‐5779 

 Insulated Tubs                                                           
 Cordage & Twine                                                        
 Mooring Equipment 
 Boarding Ladders 
 Leadline 
 Wire Rope ‐ FC Galv, IWRC, Dyform 
 HiFlyers 12’, 14’ & 15’ XHD 
 Golf & Batting Cage Netting  

ACR Electronics 
  Sales & Service 
for your E.P.I.R.B.  

 
 

               
 

                               Imperial Survival Suits                               
                                       

Polysteel Rope‐ Esterpro 
Sinking, Hydropro                     

Life Raft Sales
 Revere
 Elliot
 Survitec
 Switlik

All brands accepted 
for service 

Fenders & Buoys‐All Colors 

Boots from 
Honeywell Safety 



20

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

• M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M

Cummins diesel engine.

Steve Nadeau - MA, ME, RI and Upstate NY
207-510-2247 | steve.nadeau@cummins.com

Will Collins - MA, RI, CT and NY
781-801-1772 | will.collins@cummins.com

Contact your local Cummins distributor or dealer for complete program details.

Billings Diesel and Marine
Stonington, ME
(207) 367-2328

Brewers’ Plymouth Marine
Plymouth, MA 
(508) 746-4500

Brewer Greenwich Bay
Warwick, RI 
(401) 884-0544

Bristol Marine
Bristol, RI
(401) 253-2200

Cape Ann Marine
Gloucester, MA
(978) 283-2116

Casco Bay Diesel
Portland, ME
(207) 878-9377

Great Island Boat Yard
Harpswell, ME
207-729-1639

Great Bay Marine
Newington, NH
603-436-5299

Gorham’s Diesel Repair, Inc.
Braintree, MA
(781) 843-0816

Hinckley Yacht Services
Portsmouth, RI
(401) 683-7100

Hinckley Yacht Services
Southwest Harbor, ME
(207) 244-5572

Hodgdon Yacht Services
Southport, ME
(207) 633-2970

Hyannis Marina
Hyannis, MA
(508) 775-5662
 
Independent Field Service
Dewitt, NY
(315) 481-4077

James Rich Boat Yard
Southwest Harbor, ME
(207) 244-3208

Journey’s End Marina
Rockland, ME
(207) 594-4444

Kennedy Marine
Engineering & Fabrication
Steuben, ME
(207) 546-7139

Kingman Yacht Center
Cataumet, MA
(508) 563-7136

MacDougall’s Cape Cod
Marine Service
Falmouth, MA
(508) 548-3146 
 
Merri-Mar Yacht Basin
Newburyport, MA
(978) 465-3022

 

Niemiec Marine
New Bedford, MA
(508) 997-7390

Point Judith Marina
Wakefield, RI
(401) 789-7189

Port Niantic Inc
Niantic (East Lyme), CT 
(860) 739-2155

Rhode Island
Engine Co., Inc.
Narragansett, RI
(401) 789-1021

Russ Marine Service
Peabody, MA
(978) 532-3373

QSB6.7  
250-480 HP

QSC8.3 
500 HP

QSL9 
290-410 HP

QSM11 
610 HP

NETWORK OF MARINE ENGINE DEALERS THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND

salesandservice.cummins.com

REPOWER
your boat

with a new
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Commercial Fishing Captains  
We want your feedback! 

The Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety, in 
partnership with Johns Hopkins University and UMass Amherst, is 
studying how fishing vessel operators use mobile apps to help with 
safety issues. 
 
Participants will complete one or two questionnaires about their 
fishing experience, safety concerns, and use of mobile apps.  Some 
participants will be asked to try a specific mobile app.  Each 
questionnaire takes about 30 minutes.  Participants will receive a $50 
gift card for each questionnaire completed. 
 
Eligible participants are commercial fishing vessel captains fluent in 
English who fish with a crew and who have an iPhone, iPad, iPod 
Touch, or an Android phone or tablet. 

Interested? 
 

Call or text us at 
508-441-4728 

 

or register online at 
is.gd/fishingapps 

 

Earn up to $100 

Approved March 29, 2019     Protocol Number: HIRB00007523
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The MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show 2020 is on track to be as great as last year’s event.  The MLA 
Annual Weekend Committee is working hard to bring you industry dealers with the latest in technologies, 
efficient tools and a multitude of important industry related businesses, organizations, and agencies.   

The MLA Annual Weekend & Trade Show 2020 is an important platform for numerous educational and 
informational industry related seminars.  The Annual Weekend Committee continues to think of new, 
interesting and timely pertinent topics for seminars and over the years they have proven to be spot on 
in their selections.  While there are numerous recommendations the unfortunate reality here is, there 
are only a limited amount of seminar slots and they are contemplating all the suggested seminars ideas.  
Please be advised we staying with the one seminar at a time platform given the importance of the seminar 
topics and to not create overlap between seminars.  

Some of the seminar topics for the 2020 Trade Show are as follows; 

Right Whale Rules  & Conservation Measures 
(MLA, LFoM, GARFO & DMF) The panel will discuss the ongoing right whale; stock status, rule making & timeline of implementation, 
ongoing conservation initiatives, developing multiple weak contrivances effort to further reduce the serious injury and mortality between 
right whales and rope going forward.            

Division of Marine Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service & Environmental Police Round Table                                                                                                                                      
This is an open forum discussion where you can talk about your fisheries concerns.  If you have any specific questions for the agencies to 
answer, please send them to beth.casoni@lobstermen.com by March 17th to allow time to compile the necessary data and response.  

MA Lobstermen’s Association 57th Annual Membership Meeting                                                        
This meeting is open to ALL MLA members.  Come and have a cup of coffee & pastry and hear all of what the MLA has been doing over 
the past year and see some friends as well.   

Offshore Wind in the Gulf of Maine and Southern New England                                                  
(BOEM, GARFO, NEFSC, MAEEA, MACZM, MADMF) The panel will discuss the current federal process, timeline for lease areas in the 
Gulf of Maine, timeline for development of offshore wind, fisheries and habitat monitoring, Commonwealth of MA commitment to offshore 
wind, Fisheries & Habitat Working Group, and more.  

Lobster Institute                                                                                                                            
Come meet the new Director, Richard A. Wahle, Ph.D., who will give you an overview of what 
direction the Lobster Institute is going and some of the recent projects they have been working on
.                                                                                                                                              
More seminar information will be forth coming in the April newspaper. Also please be advised that these may change as we live in an ever 
changing world and ALL reservation forms can be found on the MLAs website www.lobstermen.com  - The Annual Weekend Program will 
be posted online in early April.  DO NOT DELAY - ROOMS AND BOOTHS ARE FILLING UP! 

Annual Weekend
Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis • 35 Scudder Ave, Hyannis, MA 02601

MLA's 57th

 & Trade Show April 17-19, 2020



23

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M •

WE DELIVER FRESH LOBSTER BAIT 

BBaarrrreell  HHeeaadd  BBaaiitt  

INCLUDING: 
 
HERRING 
 
POGIES 
 
MACKEREL 
 
RED FISH 
 
SKINS 
 
BLUEFISH 
 
CHUM 
 
SALMON 
HEADS 

FFRREESSHH,,  SSAALLTTEEDD,,  AANNDD  QQUUIICCKK  FFRROOZZEENN  BBAAIITT  

WE SELL SALT!   
FFoorr  MMoorree  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn::    

MMaarrkk  FFlliigghhtt  
mmaarrkk@@bbaarrrreellhheeaaddbbaaiitt..ccoomm  

  

  
  

TThhee  BBaaiitt  LLiinnee::  
885577--220000--22112299  
OOrr  FFaaxx::  
661177--556611--88447711  

TToo  PPllaaccee  AAnn  OOrrddeerr::  
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Chelena Goldman 
We get it — adjusting your eating habits as 
you get older can be really hard. But when it 
comes to losing weight and keeping your body 
as healthy as possible, there’s really no other 
choice than to starting cutting foods out of your 
daily diet. Not entirely sure which foods you 
should start avoiding or limiting in order to keep 
yourself fit and healthy? That’s where we come 
in. Some of these foods may even surprise you! 

Pickles
This may come as 
a surprise — how 
can a vegetable 
like delicious dills 
be bad for you? 
As Today’s Joy 
Bauer explains, 

one pickle is loaded with over 1,000 milligrams 
of sodium. With high blood pressure being a 
health concern as we get older, cutting down on 
foods that can raise your blood pressure is key. 
(This isn’t the only salt-filled food on our list, 
either.)

Next: Too much of this food can cause problems 
if you’re in your 50s.

Potatoes
This is one food 
you surely need 
to cut down on, 
especially if it’s 
cut into fries or 
sprinkled with 
bacon bits. (More 

on bacon a little later.) “Potatoes really are 
starchy,” TIME explains, “and they land high 
on the glycemic index—right up there with rice 
cakes and pretzels.” And when you add all the 
extras to it, you get a dish that expands your 
waistline and raises your insulin levels. If you 
absolutely must have a potato — they do contain 
vitamins — eat them as bare as possible.

Next: Here’s the worst way to start your day.

     
     

Breakfast pastries
We will not tell you 
to cut out sweets all 
together. (Who would 
ever listen to advice 
like that anyways?) 
But you should 

definitely limit your sugar intake if you want to 
keep your weight down — and definitely avoid 
pastries at breakfast. Bauer tells Today that the 
late morning sugar crash caused by breakfast 
pastries affects your blood sugar levels and 
causes you to crave unhealthier foods throughout 
the rest of your day.

Next: Too much of this food puts you at risk for 
diseases.

Butter
Let’s be honest 
— butter isn’t 
good for you in 
large quantities 
no matter what 
age you are. 
But it’s more 

imperative to cut back on it as you age. In fact, 
cutting back on saturated fats in general — like 
whole milk and cheese — can greatly lower your 
cholesterol and your risk of heart disease. While 
a little butter won’t kill you, swapping it out 
for healthier fats like olive oil or nuts is a much 
better option.

Next: Your body’s reaction to this beverage may 
change in your 50s.

Too much wine
But red wine is 
good for you, right? 
Well, that only 
counts if you drink 
it in moderation 
as prescribed by 
the Mediterranean 

diet. As Bauer tells Today, having multiple 
glasses in one sitting can undo its positive 
properties because it inundates your organs. Plus, 
the sugar in wine can interrupt sleep patterns as 
you get older, leaving you tossing and turning at 
all hours because you had just one more glass.

Next: If this is in your fridge, you should get rid 
of it. Stat.

Deli meats
Time to rethink 
that weekend 
sandwich run. Or, 
at least what you 
are putting into the 
sandwich. Your 
favorite go-to 
deli meats are 

pumped with sodium and fat, WebMD explains, 
plus chemical preservative that raise your risk 
for certain cancers. Go for a lean meat option in 
your sandwiches — like skinless chicken — and 
pack on the veggies.

Next: But, while we’re on the subject of veggies

Steam bag frozen 
vegetables

This may be your 
go-to, quick-
and-easy fix for 
getting vegetables 
into your diet. 
But this option 
isn’t as healthy as 

you think. As Livestrong tells us, pre-packaged 
veggie options contain added ingredients like 
creams, sauces, and salt, which take away some 
of the health benefits. Being mindful of what’s 
in your frozen vegetables can go a long way to 
keeping you fit, and healthier.

Next: A guilty pleasure food that has connections 
to obesity.

Deep dish pizza
Pizza is one of those 
unhealthy foods that 
we haven’t been able 
to get enough of since 
we were kids. Even 
though we know all 
the dough, cheese, 

and salty toppings are terrible for us. And as 
we get older, of course, those components ruin 
our waistlines and can contribute to long-term 
fight with obesity. To keep your body in check 
without giving up a slice of pie, steer of deep 
dish options. (All that bread is doing you no 
favors.) Opt for thin crust, less cheese, and load 
up on veggie toppings.

Next: A food you should completely avoid — as 
delicious as it is.

Foods That You Should Never 
Touch If You’re Over 50
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Bacon
This is kind of 
a no-brainer. 
You shouldn’t 
be eating bacon 
on a regular 
basis no matter 
what age you 
are. But of 

course, all that bad fats and salt packed into 
those strips are even worse once you reach a 
certain age because it greatly raises your risk of 
heart disease and stroke. While a nibble on a rare 
occasion probably won’t kill you, it’s better to 
just stay away from bacon all together.

Next: This next one may surprise you.

Cherries
That’s right 
— those 
delectable 
little fruits 
should be 
limited in your 
diet as you 

get into your 
50s and beyond. Despite their anti-inflammatory 
properties and loads of antioxidants, cherries 
are also packed with sugar. (And if your blood 
sugar is an issue, these are a big no-no.) Plus, 
eating too many cherries can cause upset 
stomach, nausea, and bloating. You can enjoy a 
few cherries here and there, but it’s best not to 
go overboard.

Next: Let’s get back to this topic real quick…

Chicken skin
Remember when we 
suggested swapping 
out your deli meats for 
skinless chicken? Really, 
you should be trying 
your best to always eat 
your chicken without the 
skin. While it makes the 

meat juicier, the skin is also loaded with a ton 
of fat, which can throw your cholesterol out of 
whack and add to your midsection.

Next: When it comes to everyone’s favorite 
dinner side…

      
     

Dinner rolls
It may seem like a 
meal isn’t complete 
without a side of 
bread. But having 
those rolls on the 
side are only going 
to add rolls to your 

waistline, especially as you get older. Plus, 
like with breakfast pastries, the carbohydrates 
in dinner rolls will make your blood pressure 
spike and then abruptly crash — leaving 
you hungry again, even after a large meal. 
(Especially if the rolls are made from white 
bread.)

Next: A bit of a no-brainer, but it must be 
mentioned.

Soda
Breaking a soda habit 
can be tough. But it’s 
crucial to your health the 
older you get, especially 
if you’re a diabetic. 
“This sugar rush,” Bauer 
says,” sends your blood 

sugar into a tailspin, 
and then you get 
an insulin surge 
and that promotes 
inflammation.” Unlike 
some foods on this 
list that can at least 
be eaten on a rare 
occasion, soda should 
be avoided at all costs.

Next: Another 
surprising fruit to 
avoid.

Grapes

Here we have another 
fruit that you may 
think is too healthy to 
ever be bad for you. So 
what makes grapes a 
food to eat less of once 
you’re in your 50s? 
Like with cherries, 

the carbohydrate and sugar content is high 
and can make weight loss difficult. Take a cue 
from Livestrong and limit this fruit.

Next: A food to avoid like the plague.

Potato chips
Once a potato 
becomes a potato 
chip, any and all 
nutritional value 
basically vanishes. 
You’re left with an 
empty, processed 

starch covered in blood pressure raising salt, 
which you’re no doubt going to over eat and 
gain weight from. Even if you’re at a social 
event and don’t snack very often, you’re better 
off skipping this snack and heading right for the 
veggie platter.

https://www.cheatsheet.com 

 Our pressure washers 
come with everything you 

need, including 50’ hose and  
wand with turbo nozzle.

Blast Away!

Onboard Pressure Washers

 5.6 GPM @ 3,500 PSI

Make cleanup  
easy and fast.  

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Salt or Fresh Water
Belt Driven Hydraulic

18-3590 Mass Lobsterman 1/4 Ad_FNL.indd   1 4/11/18   2:31 PM
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Cape Seafoods Bait Shop 

Kicking off the Season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE LARGEST BAIT VARIETY IN THE ATLANTIC NORTHEAST 

In operation since 2001 and still going strong! 

Trust Us for Your Fresh, Salted & Frozen Bait Needs  
From (1) Carton to a Full Truck Load. 

Herring, Mackerel, Pogies, Redfish, Rockfish, Tuna, Monkfish, Sardines, 
Plaice, Squid, Sea Robin, Halibut, & Silversides.  

    We’ve got you covered!  

  Great News…We now buy Lobster, too! 

Open Year Round (Serving clients 7 Days a Week from Mid-June To Mid-October)  
Monday-Friday 5AM-3PM, Saturday 6AM-12PM & Sunday 6AM-10AM 

Main Phone Line: 978.283.8522  
Bait Shop Phone Line : 978.479.4642 

If we don’t have it… Please ask and we’ll find it! 
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New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:

Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard

Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the
pallet.  We also offer wholesale and volume
discounts.  Call and ask to speak to a salesman.

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Dayglo &
Flexabar 

Buoy Paint

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait

Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases

“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Spongex Buoys 

Full selection of sizes
in Stock



28

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

• M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M



29

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M •



30

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

• M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M

BETHANY VAN DELFT   
Bethany Van Delft’s “hip & grounded, laid back delivery” 
has earned her the honor of performing at the prestigious 
Just for Laughs Festival in Montreal, SF Sketc fest, 
All Jane Festival, Boston Calling, and made her a go to 
opener for some of her faves such as Phoebe Robinson, 
Michelle Buteau, Michael Che, Rob Delaney and Alonzo 
Bodden. She produces award winning comedy and 
storytelling shows in her home base of Boston; her series 
"38/7%" at the Women in Comedy Festival  earned sponsorship from HBO; her 
monthly show “Artisanal Comedy” was named “one of the top  indie nights to check 
out”; the hilariously cringeworthy live storytelling show/podcast she co-produced 
with Nick Chambers “Starstruck: Close Encounters of the Awkward Kind” was 
awarded Boston’s Best Comedy Show. In 2019 she was named Boston Magazine 
“Best Comic”, and her debut comedy album “Im Not a Llama” dropped Dec 2019 to 
good reviews and an impressive number of minutes at #2 on the iTunes charts. 

Comedy
Show

Friday April 17, 2020 • Immediatly Following Dinner

Annual WeekendMLA's

KATHE FARRIS   
Kathe Farris is a Boston based stay at home mom, 
stand up comedian and snack cake enthusiast. She 
hit the comedy scene a little late in life but quickly 
made up for it by becoming a Comic in Residence 
at The Comedy Studio and a finalist in the Boston 
Comedy Festival. She is a fixture on local stages in 
New England thanks to her intelligent yet accessible material. Kathe performs 
regularly for private and corporate events. Known for her understated demeanor 
and punchline-heavy writing, her act impresses audiences all over the country. In 
addition to performing, Kathe is on the teaching staff at ImprovBoston and runs a 
popular comedy workshop through the Boston Comedy Chicks.
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and self-described “left learning dad”.  
After a mere three months of performing, he 
won the New Hampshire Comedy Festival, 
defeating some of New England’s most 
established comics in the process.  
Armed with only his joke-writing abilities 
and quick wit, he quickly climbed the 
comedic ranks and became one of the 
youngest headlines in Boston history. He’s 
been praised by the Boston Globe as “One 
of Boston’s Best”. 
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Safety Equipment Servicing
Life Raft + Survival Equipment has been selling and 
servicing all major brands of Life Rafts, EPIRBs/PLBs, 
Life Jackets, Immersion Suits, and Man Overboard 
Equipment since 1983.

We offer pickup and delivery to over 20 locations 
throughout the Northeast.

CALL FOR GREAT PRICING.

North East Safety Training
NEST, a division of LRSE, offers hands-on Basic, 
Advanced, and Customized Safety Training Courses, 
Monthly Drill Conducting, First Aid/CPR/AED Courses 
and Vessel Inspections.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN MORE.

LIFE RAFTS

EPIRBS + PLBS

LIFE JACKETS

IMMERSION SUITS

MAN OVERBOARD

PICKUP + DELIVERY

SALES • SERVICE • TRAINING • RENTAL • OUTFITTING • PICKUP + DELIVERY

COMMERCIAL LIFE RAFTS
Elliot, Zodiac, Crewsaver, Revere, Viking

IMMERSION SUITS
Imperial

FIRETKO®
Fire Suppression Tool

FIBRELIGHT LADDERS
Man Overboard Recovery Cradle, 
Self Recovery Ladder

EPIRBS
ACR V4

LIFE JACKETS
Mustang

LRSE.COM | 401-816-5400
590 FISH RD, TIVERTON, RI 02878
181 OLD COLONY AVE, UNIT A, BOSTON, MA 02127
55 STATE ST, NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882
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Cooperative Research in the 
Northeast Region:

Stakeholder Priorities

January 2020

Figure 4. Document portrait depicting the frequency occurrence of topics 
discussed at the eight engagement sessions.

DISCUSSION
Cooperative research in the northeast region has grown in scope and scale over the past several 
decades, with hundreds of scientists and fishing community members involved. There is a clear 
desire from the scientific and fishing communities to expand the implementation and application 
of cooperative research in the region. This includes employing a cooperative research approach
to a wider variety of research questions and as well as involving new industry partners. In order 
to advance the efficacy of cooperative research, however, clear and achievable paths for applying 
the results of cooperative research, enhanced communication and coordination, and expanded 
funding are needed.   

The findings detailed in this report exhibit consistencies with previous cooperative research 
strategic visioning exercises in the northeast, but also provide new insights and priorities (GMRI 
2009). Priorities for cooperative research approaches that exhibit consistency over time include: 
enhanced coordination and communication, early and regular collaboration with industry 
partners, responsiveness to management needs, and expansion of funding opportunities (GMRI 
2009). Priorities for cooperative research topics that exhibit consistency over time include: 
industry based surveys, conservation gear engineering, and survey performance research (GMRI 
2009). New cooperative research priorities that were identified through the 2019 stakeholder 
engagement workshops include: offshore wind research, climate change research, recreational 
fisheries research, seafood marketing, and socioeconomic research. The priorities for cooperative 
research in the northeast region are responsive to an ever-changing suite of challenges and 
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January 2020
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Stakeholder Priorities

January 2020

Cooperative Research in the 
Northeast Region:
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opportunities, and should be assessed regularly to ensure that cooperative research efforts are 
focused and effective.

Recognizing the need to enhance communication, coordination, and collaboration in region, the 
NEFSC CRB will be piloting Annual Cooperative Research Summits in New England and the 
Mid-Atlantic in spring 2020. The Summits will consist of presentations from industry members 
involved in cooperative research, presentations from scientists involved in cooperative research,
group discussions of short-term and long-term cooperative research priorities, and a poster and 
networking session to coordinate cooperative research across the region, clarify funding 
opportunities available, and forge new partnerships. The NEFSC CRB hopes that the Summits 
facilitate regional coordination of cooperative research, development of new partnerships, and 
enhanced efficacy in applying cooperative research results to assessments and management.

The NEFSC CRB would like to thank all of the stakeholders who provided input on the 
successes, challenges, and priorities of cooperative research in the northeast region. The thoughts 
and expertise that were shared openly and passionately will guide an evolution of cooperative 
research that is responsive and effective. The CRB looks forward to forging new lanes for 
communication, coordination, and application of cooperative research in the northeast region.

References

Cooperative Research and Cooperative Management Working Group (CRCMWG). 2015. 
Cooperative research and cooperative management: A review with recommendations. U.S. 
Department of Commerce, NOAA. NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-F/SPO-156, 78 p.

Gawarkiewicz, G., Mercer, A. 2019. Partnering with fishing fleets to monitor ocean conditions. 
Annual Review of Marine Science. Volume 11: 391-411.

Gulf of Maine Research Institute (GMRI). 2009. Cooperative Research in the northeast: A 
Strategic Direction for 2010-2014. 19p.

Kennelly, S.J. 2016. Program Review of the Northeast Fisheries Science Center Northeast 
Cooperative Research Program. Independent Consulting. 34 p.

National Research Council (NRC). 1999. Sharing the Fish: Towards a National Policy on 
Individual Fishing Quotas. National Academy Press: Washington, DC.

Strauss, A., and Corbin, J.M. 1998. Basics of Qualitative Research: Techniques and Procedures 
for Developing Grounded Theory. Sage Publications: Thousand Oaks, CA. 

Appendix I. Communications Plan

CRB staff worked closely with NEFSC’s Research and Communications Branch (RCB) to create 
a communications plan that leveraged established channels and existing outreach relationships 
for the purpose of advertising this series of meetings throughout the region. A central pillar of 
the communications plan was the development of an informational website that described the 
objectives of the meetings, their times and locations, included the agenda, included a link to join 
the newly created Cooperative Research email list, and had the email and phone number of the 
CRB staff member that served as the main point of contact (POC) for this project. The tone of 
the website was inviting and emphasized a call to action for interested parties to make their voice 
heard. A table was created in Google Sheets to track all direct communications from 
stakeholders with most coming to the POC and the rest addressed to the CRB Branch Chief. The 
table columns included Date, Name, Profession or Affiliation, Content of the communication,
and notes for following up as needed. During the organization phase CRB acknowledged that 
these workshops were being held during a productive time of year for members of the fishing 
industry in the region, and that could impact in-person attendance. Therefore, communications 
efforts emphasized that reaching out to the POC could help those unable to attend have their 
input included.

Appendix II. Local Cooperative Research Priorities 
1) Cooperative Biosampling
Stakeholders in southern New England recommended continued and increased collaboration with 
members of the recreational and commercial fishing community to collect specimens for 
biological analysis. 

2) Cooperative Tagging
Stakeholders in the Mid-Atlantic recommended continued and increased collaboration with 
members of the recreational and commercial fishing community to tag, release, track, and 
recapture fish and shellfish. 

3) Ecosystem Science
Stakeholders in northern and southern New England recommended applying a cooperative 
research approach to ecosystem science, including studies to explore species interactions, water 
quality, habitat, and anthropogenic stressors.

4) Research to Minimize Marine Mammal Interactions
Stakeholders in northern New England recommended continued and expanded cooperative 
research on fishing gear technology to reduce protected species interactions, specifically North 
Atlantic right whale entanglements.

5) Research to Support Emerging Fisheries
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Stakeholders in southern New England and the Mid-Atlantic recommended pursuing cooperative 
research to expand fishing opportunities with emerging species, such as Jonah crab and shortfin 
squid.

6) Recreational Fisheries Research
Stakeholders in the in Mid-Atlantic recommended expanded cooperative research with the 
recreational fishing community, including explorations of catch-per-unit-effort and gear 
modifications to minimize discard mortality. 

7) Stock Structure Research
Stakeholders in northern and southern New England recommended expanding cooperative 
research efforts to understand stock structure of commercially important species, such as red 
hake and Atlantic cod.

8) Aquaculture Research
Stakeholders in the Mid-Atlantic recommended that the cooperative research approach be 
applied to exploring tradeoffs and co-existence of aquaculture and wild harvest fisheries. 

9 Species Priorities
Stakeholders across the northeast region prioritized research on specific species, including 
Atlantic halibut, groundfish, whelk, summer flounder, black sea bass, shortfin squid, whiting, 
and tautog. The prioritized species were different in each state due to variable fishery 
participation, availability, and value. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Cooperative research provides a means for the fishing industry to contribute to the science and 
management process through data collection and sharing, technology development, and expert 
insight. Over the past several decades, cooperative research has been increasingly used in the 
Northeast to address research questions, develop new technologies, and inform management. In 
an effort to assess the efficacy of cooperative research in the region and identify priorities and 
topical focuses going forward, the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s (NEFSC) Cooperative 
Research Branch (CRB) conducted a series of engagement sessions from Maine to Virginia in 
August and September 2019. Stakeholders across the region identified clear and consistent 
priorities that covered both cooperative research approaches and topics.  

The priorities for cooperative research approaches that were identified by stakeholders across the 
region were: 1) Increase inclusion of cooperative research data in stock assessment and 
management processes, 2) Recognize shortfalls of previous research and identify alternative 
approaches, 3) Involve industry partners in all phases of research, 4) Engage members of the 
recreational fishing community in the scientific process, 5) Improve communication about 
cooperative research opportunities and progress, 6) Improve coordination among the cooperative 
research community, and 7) Expand funding opportunities for cooperative research.  

The priorities for cooperative research topics that were identified by stakeholders across the 
region were: 1) Industry-based surveys, 2) Research to understand the impacts of offshore wind 
energy development, 3) Research to understand and improve NEFSC survey performance, 4) 
Research to understand the impact of climate change on fisheries resources, 5) Socioeconomic 
research, 6) Seafood marketing, and 7) Conservation gear engineering.  

Other priorities identified by stakeholders that were distinct to specific states and sub-regions 
were: 1) Cooperative biosampling, 2) Cooperative tagging, 3) Ecosystem science, 4) Research to 
minimize marine mammal interactions, 5) Research to support emerging fisheries, 6) 
Recreational fisheries research, 7) Stock structure research, 8) Aquaculture research, and 9) 
Resource species priorities.

The 2019 stakeholder engagement efforts clearly emphasized the need to enhance 
communication, coordination, and collaboration among cooperative research groups, industry 
members, and agencies in the region. To address this need, the NEFSC CRB will be piloting 
Annual Cooperative Research Summits in New England and the Mid-Atlantic in May and June 
2020. The Summits will consist of presentations from industry members and scientists involved 
in cooperative research, group discussions that address the interests of participants, and a poster 
and networking session to coordinate cooperative research across the region, clarify available 
funding opportunities, and forge new partnerships. The NEFSC CRB encourages everyone that is
interested in or has participated in cooperative research to attend a Summit.

The NEFSC CRB is grateful for the stakeholders that provided input during the engagement 
sessions and helped to identify the priorities presented in this report. Thank you!

INTRODUCTION 
Cooperative research is the partnering of scientists with members of the fishing industry and 
other stakeholders to collect fundamental fisheries information and develop new tools to support 
sustainable fisheries (CRCMWG 2015). At its heart, cooperative research is about providing 
members of the fishing community with opportunities to contribute to the science and 
management processes. Thus, cooperative research takes many forms, including but not limited 
to conservation gear engineering, fishery-dependent data collection, industry-based surveys, 
specimen collection, and environmental monitoring. In the northeast US, the practice of applying 
a cooperative research approach to address research questions, develop new technologies, and 
inform science and management has grown (Kennelly 2016, Gawarkiewicz & Mercer 2019).
Cooperative research has been demonstrated to be key to understanding and effectively 
managing the diverse and ever-changing fisheries and ecosystems in the northeast region and has 
been instrumental in building trust among the scientific and fishing communities.

The Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) is dedicated to engaging stakeholders from 
fishing communities, and the NEFSC’s Cooperative Research Branch (CRB) plays a key role in 
this process. First, by working to communicate the needs of fishing communities to the larger 
NEFSC and second by facilitating the development of timely and novel research projects to 
answer science questions and improve management of the region’s fisheries. In the past, this has 
included fostering partnerships between the fishing industry and science community, improving 
information about commercial fishing operations and harvested species, and producing tools to 
collect and share data to advance science and fishing. CRB recognizes that meaningful dialogue 
is vitally important to cooperative research, and launched an effort in 2019 to consult with 
stakeholders across the region to evaluate research priorities, approaches, and methods. The goal 
was to develop a path forward in which all partners involved in cooperative research, including 
industry participants, academic researchers, governmental researchers, and managers, can work 
effectively and productively.  

APPROACH

In August and September 2019, the 
NEFSC CRB spearheaded an effort to 
collect input from stakeholders across 
the northeast region to inform a strategic 
plan. The purpose of the effort was to 
gather input on the successes, 
challenges, and priorities for cooperative 
research, inclusive of all interested 
parties and their diverse goals and 
values.  The CRB hosted eight meetings 
from Maine to Virginia in centers of 
fishing activity or towns that neighbored 

Figure 1. Infographic depicting the locations of 
meetings, miles traveled, and number of stakeholders 
consulted by the NEFSC CRB.

fishing communities (Figure 1). The goal was to hear from members of local fishing and research 
communities and those in dependent industries, recognizing that their specific geographic 
location leads them to “… share common values, norms and beliefs created through a history of 
shared experiences” (NRC 1999).  

In order to reach a diversity of stakeholders, CRB distributed invitations and information using 
several different mediums, including printed mailers and posters, a website 

(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-
england-mid-atlantic/cooperative-
research-building-collaboration-future-
fisheries), industry newspapers, email 
announcements, social media, and 
word of mouth (Figure 2). Each 
meeting was scheduled for 2 hours and 
varied in attendance numbers and 
audience composition. Participants 
included members of the commercial 
and recreational fishing community,
fishing business representatives, 
researchers (academic and non-profit), 
state agency representatives, port 
representatives, offshore wind 
developers, New England and Mid-

Atlantic Fishery Management Council members, and other interested citizens. Stakeholders who 
were unable to attend the meeting were invited to submit written feedback directly to CRB. In 
total, over 160 stakeholders contributed input. More details about the communications plan are 
provided in Appendix I. For each meeting, the room was arranged in a circle to facilitate back 
and forth conversations between participants. CRB staff facilitated the discussion and took 
detailed notes on the input provided.  The agenda of the meeting was created with the intent of 
spurring a discussion among the participants, and included introductions, presentation of the 
purpose and intended outcomes, and discussion of cooperative research successes, challenges, 
and priorities. Discussing the purpose and intended outcomes of the workshops helped to 
establish the desire for an open dialog and establish clear expectations for participants. The 
discussion was centered on how and why cooperative research projects have both been 
successful and challenged in the past, as well as what approaches, topics, and applications should 
be a priority for the cooperative research community to focus on going forward. During each 
meeting, CRB staff recorded the main discussion points on large posters displayed around the 
room. This enabled participants to follow along with the points being made, fill in holes, and 
correct any errors. In order to encourage open participation, there were no audio or video 
recordings of these meetings.

Figure 2. Infographic depicting the communication 
mechanisms used by and types of stakeholders 
consulted by the NEFSC CRB.
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The NEFSC CRB compiled, compared, and quantified the recommendations from stakeholders 
in the detailed notes from the meetings, the summarized notes from the posters, and the written 
notes from participants unable to attend the meetings. The priorities for cooperative research in 
the region were quantified by the frequency of discussion across the region. Priorities for 
cooperative research that were discussed at the majority of the meetings were included as 
regional priorities and are detailed in the following section. Many other local research 
recommendations were made by stakeholders and these are outlined in Appendix II.  

In addition to identifying regional priorities for approaches and research, as described above, 
CRB also used language analysis software (MaxQDA) to analyze the input received (Strauss & 
Corbin 1998). CRB staff imported all notes and written input, manually tagged topics, and 
allowed the software to identify priorities. The goal was to ensure that the cooperative research 
priorities identified below were representative of the input received and not influenced by human 
subjectivity.  

RESULTS
The regional priorities for cooperative research that were identified by stakeholders in the 
northeast fell into two categories: Cooperative Research Approaches and Cooperative Research 
Topics. Priorities within the Cooperative Research Approaches category are focused on methods 
to improve the efficacy and 
applicability of cooperative 
research. Priorities within the 
Cooperative Research Topics 
category are focused on specific 
science questions that were 
identified as timely and important. 
Specific regional priorities within 
each of these categories are detailed 
below, followed by a section 
detailing the qualitative analysis of 
stakeholder input. Quotes in italics 
are from stakeholders who 
participated in the 2019 engagement 
sessions. 

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH APPROACHES

1) Increase Inclusion of Cooperative Research Data to Assessments and Management 

 “Management needs to recognize good, time sensitive research and use it.” 

Figure 3. Word cloud of key terms from the 2019 
cooperative research stakeholder engagement 
workshops.

Stakeholders across the region strongly recommended that effort be devoted to not just 
conducting cooperative research, but to applying results to stock assessments and management. 
Frustration with limited use of cooperative research results, including those produced by 
governmental agencies, academic institutions, and research organizations, was prevalent. 
Stakeholders strongly recommended that clear pathways be developed for applying cooperative 
research, whether it be novel fishing gear, data sources (fishery-dependent and fishery-
independent data, fishermen’s ecological knowledge), or parameters (e.g. discard mortalities, 
catchabilities). Enhancing communication and collaboration between cooperative researchers, 
members of the fishing community, and end users (stock assessment scientists, ecosystem 
modelers, survey groups, fisheries managers) was identified as a method to achieve this goal.  

2) Recognize Shortfalls of Previous Research and Identify Alternative Approaches

“We need to acknowledge that mistakes were made and start anew.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that the fisheries community recognize where there 
are shortfalls in existing approaches to research and management (such as exclusivity and 
rigidity) and implement new collaborative approaches that have been demonstrated to be 
effective in other countries, regions, and in peer-reviewed literature. A desire to prioritize 
collaboration and transparency was paramount. 

3) Involve Industry Partners in All Phases of Research

“The best ideas come right from the fishermen.” 

Stakeholders across the region recognize that there is a continuum of cooperative research, from 
using industry vessels as platforms to involving industry partners in every phase of research. 
There is a strong desire for cooperative research efforts to be holistically inclusive of industry 
partners, using their expertise to identify research questions, develop project plans, implement
research, and interpret and apply results. This includes offering fair incentives for providing high 
quality, high resolution data and considering practicality for industry research partners.

4) Engage Members of the Recreational Fishing Community in the Scientific Process  

“We must respect what all groups bring to the table and understand each other’s perspective
and area of expertise.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended greater involvement of the recreational fishing 
community in cooperative research efforts. Participants in recreational fishing and fishing 
businesses provide unique perspectives and resources that would enhance the value of 
cooperative research going forward. 

5) Improve Communication about Cooperative Research Opportunities and Progress 

“A successful cooperative research project involves two-way communication between industry 
members, scientists, and managers” 

Stakeholders across the region strongly recommended that effort be devoted to not just 
conducting cooperative research, but to applying results to stock assessments and management. 
Frustration with limited use of cooperative research results, including those produced by 
governmental agencies, academic institutions, and research organizations, was prevalent. 
Stakeholders strongly recommended that clear pathways be developed for applying cooperative 
research, whether it be novel fishing gear, data sources (fishery-dependent and fishery-
independent data, fishermen’s ecological knowledge), or parameters (e.g. discard mortalities, 
catchabilities). Enhancing communication and collaboration between cooperative researchers, 
members of the fishing community, and end users (stock assessment scientists, ecosystem 
modelers, survey groups, fisheries managers) was identified as a method to achieve this goal.  

2) Recognize Shortfalls of Previous Research and Identify Alternative Approaches

“We need to acknowledge that mistakes were made and start anew.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that the fisheries community recognize where there 
are shortfalls in existing approaches to research and management (such as exclusivity and 
rigidity) and implement new collaborative approaches that have been demonstrated to be 
effective in other countries, regions, and in peer-reviewed literature. A desire to prioritize 
collaboration and transparency was paramount. 

3) Involve Industry Partners in All Phases of Research

“The best ideas come right from the fishermen.” 

Stakeholders across the region recognize that there is a continuum of cooperative research, from 
using industry vessels as platforms to involving industry partners in every phase of research. 
There is a strong desire for cooperative research efforts to be holistically inclusive of industry 
partners, using their expertise to identify research questions, develop project plans, implement
research, and interpret and apply results. This includes offering fair incentives for providing high 
quality, high resolution data and considering practicality for industry research partners.

4) Engage Members of the Recreational Fishing Community in the Scientific Process  

“We must respect what all groups bring to the table and understand each other’s perspective
and area of expertise.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended greater involvement of the recreational fishing 
community in cooperative research efforts. Participants in recreational fishing and fishing 
businesses provide unique perspectives and resources that would enhance the value of 
cooperative research going forward. 

5) Improve Communication about Cooperative Research Opportunities and Progress 

“A successful cooperative research project involves two-way communication between industry 
members, scientists, and managers” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that all partners participating in cooperative 
research focus on improving communication. Specifically, there was a desire for cooperative 
research scientists and administrators to ensure regular and ongoing communication with 
stakeholders to discuss current research, successes, challenges, and needs. Face time at the docks 
was strongly recommended, but regional cooperative research summits to bring together 
members of the fishing community, scientists, and managers were also proposed. 

6) Improve Coordination Among Cooperative Research Community 

“No one knows what everyone else is doing. We need regionalized meetings that highlight the 
cooperative research work that is being done.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that groups working on cooperative research better 
coordinate their efforts to maximize collaboration and efficiency. Many different agencies and 
institutions conduct cooperative research, but there are limited opportunities or resources to 
coordinate research efforts. To improve coordination, stakeholders recommended regional 
cooperative research summits, informational websites, and expanded networking opportunities.  

7) Expand Funding Opportunities for Cooperative Research

“We have ideas, but we need money.” 

Stakeholders across the region were concerned that the funding available to support cooperative 
research projects has declined in recent years. In order to realize the full potential of cooperative 
research in the northeast region, expanded and diversified funding opportunities are needed.
Stakeholders highlighted the importance of funding flexibility to accommodate the logistical 
limitations of cooperative research (fishing seasons, variable compensation rates, etc.).

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH TOPICS

1) Industry-Based Surveys

“Using industry vessels for surveys is logical and cost effective. We know how to fish and want to
help with the science.”

Stakeholders across the region recommended continuing and expanding the use of industry-
based surveys to understand the distribution and abundance of resource species and the status of 
the region’s marine ecosystems. Recommendations for species-specific industry-based surveys 
included: Atlantic halibut longline survey, yellowtail flounder supplemental survey, and summer 
flounder supplemental survey. In addition to species-specific industry-based surveys, 
stakeholders recommended that a cooperative research approach be used to explore novel survey 
methods, including acoustics, video trawls, and fixed gear. Finally, stakeholders also 
recommended a cooperative research approach to understand how shifting phenology is 
impacting the availability of resource species to traditional surveys.  For all industry-based 
surveys, stakeholders recommended that members of the fishing community be directly involved 
in the development of methods and protocols, in addition to operations.   

2) Research to Understand the Impacts of Offshore Wind Energy Development

“We need baseline surveys and consideration of alternative fishing strategies in wind farms.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be applied to 
address the many science questions surrounding offshore wind energy development. This 
included assessments of ecological, oceanographic, and socioeconomic impacts, as well as the 
impacts of exclusion of the NEFSC bottom trawl survey. Stakeholders recommended that the 
fishing community be involved in developing research priorities related to offshore wind energy 
and fisheries, developing methods and protocols, and interpreting results. Stakeholders strongly 
felt that on-the-water cooperative research was needed immediately to begin to understand the 
impacts of offshore wind energy development on fisheries resources and ecosystems.  

3) Research to Understand and Improve NEFSC Survey Performance

“Size and longevity of surveys are often conflated with quality. We all want surveys to be good, 
but we have to work together to get there.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be applied to 
understand and improve the performance of the NEFSC bottom trawl survey. Recommendations 
included cooperative research on shoulders seasons, gear performance, and catchability. In order 
for this research to be successful, stakeholders highlighted the need for adoption of research 
results, including changes to survey data use (e.g., adoption of efficiency corrections) and/or 
survey methods. 

4) Research to Understand the Impact of Climate Change on Fisheries Resources

“Our oceans are changing; our laws should be changing too”

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be used to 
understand the impacts of climate change on fisheries resources. Members of the fishing industry 
have a unique understanding of how a changing climate has impacted the species they target and
the environment that they rely upon and should be consulted as a source of key ecological 
knowledge. Other recommendations for cooperative research projects to understand the impact 
of climate on fisheries resources include: using fishery-dependent data to assess changing species 
distributions and productivity, using supplemental surveys to assess changing accessibility of 
species to surveys, and outfitting fishing vessels with sensors to understand changing ocean 
processes.

5) Socioeconomic Research

“Economics can make or break a fishing season. It’s not all about how many fish are out there.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended continued and expanded cooperative research 
efforts to understand socioeconomic factors impacting fisheries resources and fishing 
communities. Specific recommendations for socioeconomic research included: assessing the 
impacts of different management approaches (catch shares, daily limits, hook limits, time/area 
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2) Research to Understand the Impacts of Offshore Wind Energy Development

“We need baseline surveys and consideration of alternative fishing strategies in wind farms.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be applied to 
address the many science questions surrounding offshore wind energy development. This 
included assessments of ecological, oceanographic, and socioeconomic impacts, as well as the 
impacts of exclusion of the NEFSC bottom trawl survey. Stakeholders recommended that the 
fishing community be involved in developing research priorities related to offshore wind energy 
and fisheries, developing methods and protocols, and interpreting results. Stakeholders strongly 
felt that on-the-water cooperative research was needed immediately to begin to understand the 
impacts of offshore wind energy development on fisheries resources and ecosystems.  

3) Research to Understand and Improve NEFSC Survey Performance

“Size and longevity of surveys are often conflated with quality. We all want surveys to be good, 
but we have to work together to get there.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be applied to 
understand and improve the performance of the NEFSC bottom trawl survey. Recommendations 
included cooperative research on shoulders seasons, gear performance, and catchability. In order 
for this research to be successful, stakeholders highlighted the need for adoption of research 
results, including changes to survey data use (e.g., adoption of efficiency corrections) and/or 
survey methods. 

4) Research to Understand the Impact of Climate Change on Fisheries Resources

“Our oceans are changing; our laws should be changing too”

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be used to 
understand the impacts of climate change on fisheries resources. Members of the fishing industry 
have a unique understanding of how a changing climate has impacted the species they target and
the environment that they rely upon and should be consulted as a source of key ecological 
knowledge. Other recommendations for cooperative research projects to understand the impact 
of climate on fisheries resources include: using fishery-dependent data to assess changing species 
distributions and productivity, using supplemental surveys to assess changing accessibility of 
species to surveys, and outfitting fishing vessels with sensors to understand changing ocean 
processes.

5) Socioeconomic Research

“Economics can make or break a fishing season. It’s not all about how many fish are out there.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended continued and expanded cooperative research 
efforts to understand socioeconomic factors impacting fisheries resources and fishing 
communities. Specific recommendations for socioeconomic research included: assessing the 
impacts of different management approaches (catch shares, daily limits, hook limits, time/area 

closures) and assessing the economic value of recreational and commercial fisheries in the 
northeast region. Stakeholders also recommended using a cooperative research approach for
Management Strategy Evaluation, as members of the fishing community have a valuable 
understanding of the economic and social impacts of different management actions.  

6) Seafood Marketing

“We are not here to make the last dollar or fish the last fish, we are here to bring food to tables 
and sustain the ocean”

Stakeholders across the region recommended that a cooperative research approach be taken to 
advance seafood marketing and waste reduction in the region. Specifically, stakeholders felt that 
industry, scientists, and managers should work together to highlight the sustainability of USA 
wild caught seafood and the nation’s efforts to achieve sustainability. Specific recommendations 
for cooperative research focused on seafood marketing and waste reduction included: market 
research, research on the fate of domestic seafood, full-retention fishery pilots, and seafood 
gleaning.

7) Conservation Gear Engineering

“Conservation engineering, haddock separator, changes in mesh shape/size for reduction in 
undersized fish caught.” 

Stakeholders across the region recommended continued and expanded cooperative research 
efforts to develop modifications to fishing gear or novel fishing gear to reduce bycatch, minimize 
environmental impacts, expand fishing opportunities, and maximize profitability. Specific 
recommendations for conservation gear engineering projects included gear modifications to 
reduce protected species bycatch, and development of gears fishable within offshore wind farms. 

QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF STAKEHOLDER INPUT

Thematic content analysis of the notes detailing each engagement session was carried out in 
accordance with the basic tenants of grounded theory (Strauss 1998). The analysis and iterative 
coding process was conducted using MaxQDA qualitative analysis software. Sets of notes from 
each stakeholder engagement session were analyzed and coded by themes that emerged and 
existing contextual knowledge (following methods of Strauss 1998). Once the initial coding was 
completed, two reviewers independently grouped codes into categories then reconciled those 
differences into a master hierarchy of categories composed of codes.     

The thematic content analysis identified categories that were consistent with the frequency of 
occurrence exercise (Figure 4). This result reinforces the objectivity of the regional priority 
identification. The qualitative analysis also identified differences in the prevalence of discussion 
themes between locations, which reflects the distribution of different fisheries and issues across 
the region (Figure 4).

To Learn More, Contact Heidi Henninger   

603-828-9342 | heidi@offshorelobster.org |www.offshorelobster.org 

Join Today 

Offshore lobster industry advocate since 1972                                        
Pro-active, common sense, member driven approach 

WHAT WE DO 

LLOOBBSSTTEERRMMEENN’’SS  AASSSSNN..  
AATTLLAANNTTIICC  OOFFFFSSHHOORREE    

Join Today 

 

 Helped to establish Limited Entry in Area 3 lobster fishery 

 Lobbied for Area 3 historic participation & transferability  

 Secured funds to offset costs of sinking groundline 

 Advocated for Jonah Crab Fishery Management Plan 

 Led industry’s response to the marine monument  

 Strong advocate of common sense whale rules 

 Leadership roles on the ASMFC’s Lobster Board, Lobster and 
Jonah Crab Advisory Panels, and Area 3 LCMT 

 NEFMC’s Habitat Committee and NOAA Fisheries’ Atlantic 
Large Whale Take Reduction Team member 

Right Whales 
Trap Cap Regulations 
Wind Energy 

100% Vessel Reporting 
Marine Monument  
Bottom Sharing 

Recruiting offshore lobstermen and associated businesses  
New voices to help guide us in the right direction for the industry 

2020 ISSUES 
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New England Marine 
Engineering & Supply, Inc.

Marine • Industrial • Commercial • Refrigeration 

"New	England	Marine	Engineering	&	Supply,	Inc	&	Integrated	Marine	
Systems,	Inc	is	proud	to	announce	&	debut	the	new	IMS	10	Ton	Titanium	

Electric	RSW	at	the	2018	Seafood	Processing	North	America	Show	on	March	
11-13	Booth	1875.	Come	see	us	and	be	the	first	to	view	the	latest	IMS	system	
to	be	introduced	to	the	industry	for	the	fishing	vessels	ranging	from	40'	-	80'.	

It's	going	to	be	the	talk	of	the	show."

133 North Front Street, New Bedford, MA. 02740
www.nemesinc.com 1.800.540.8893
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MA Division of 
Marine Fisheries 
News 3rd & 4th Quarter 

2020 Commercial 
Quota Outlook 
Atlantic herring: 
25,289,226 pounds 

(coastwide limit) The Atlantic 
herring fishery will continue 

to be constrained by reduced catch 
limits reflecting the stock’s declining trend due to 
poor recruitment of herring into the population. 
The 2020 catch limit is reduced by 26% from 2019 
(34.3 million pounds). For contrast, the 2018 fishery 
commenced with a 223-million-pound catch limit. 
Landings for 2019 through mid-December total 28 
million pounds. Allocations to Areas 1A, 1B, 2, and 
3 are expected to remain status quo at 28.9%, 4.3%, 
27.8%, and 39%, respectively, with the addition 
of an inshore midwater trawl restricted area from 
the Canadian border to Montauk. The next stock 
assessment is scheduled to take place in 2020 and 
affect the setting of the quota for 2021. Beginning 
in 2019, herring catch limits are set in a manner 
that accounts for herring’s role as forage in the 
ecosystem.

Atlantic menhaden: 6,046,094 pounds 
(MA quota) The 2020 coastwide commercial quota 
of 476.2 million pounds is unchanged from last 
year. MA’s share is 1.27%, after 1% is set aside 
for episodic events affecting the northeast states. 
Our 2020 state quote includes an additional 37,529 
pounds relinquished by states that don’t intend to 
use all of their allocation; an amount similar to last 
year. The 2019 Massachusetts fishery landed nearly 
7 million pounds with the assistance of several 
transfers of quota from other states. The first-ever 
ecosystem-based stock assessment for menhaden is 
due to be completed in early 2020 and is expected 
to inform the setting of future menhaden quotas in a 
manner that incorporates its important forage role. 

Black sea bass: 725,400 pounds (MA quota) 
The coastwide commercial quota was increased 
59% for 2020, from 3.52 million pounds in 2019 
to 5.58 million pounds. Massachusetts’ share is 
13%, resulting in an additional 267,500 pounds for 
our fishery in 2020 (up from 457,600 pounds). The 
Massachusetts fishery landed 110% of its quota in 
2019, but this is unlikely to affect our 2020 quota 
because of sufficient underages in other states. 
Public hearings will be held this winter to determine 
whether state regulations should be modified in 
response to the increased quota. 

Bluefish: 185,838 pounds (MA quota) The 
most recent stock assessment for bluefish indicates 
the stock is overfished. The decline in biomass, 

coupled with there being no excess recreational 
harvest target to transfer to the commercial fishery, 
has resulted in a 64% decline in the coastwide 
commercial quota for 2020 (from 7.71 million 
pounds in 2019 to 2.77 million pounds). Our state 
share of the quota (6.7%) is similarly reduced (from 
517,828 pounds in 2019); however, this might not 
limit the 2020 fishery given recent landings trends. 
Massachusetts landings in 2019 continued their 
downward trend, totaling just over 183,000 pounds. 

Horseshoe crab: 165,000 crabs (MA 
quota) Massachusetts’ 2020 commercial quota 
for horseshoe crabs harvested for bait purposes is 
unchanged from 2019. Horseshoe crabs harvested 
for other purposes (i.e., biomedical use, research, 
display) are not counted against this quota. 2019 
marked the first year that the fishery reached the 
quota. 

Northern shrimp: 0 pounds (coastwide 
quota) The commercial harvest moratorium that 
has been in place the last seven years for northern 
shrimp will continue into 2020, due to the stock’s 
low levels of biomass and recruitment. The stock 
has limited prospects for recovery in the near future 
due to an increasingly inhospitable environment, 
i.e., warning ocean temperatures in western Gulf of 
Maine shrimp habitat. 

Scup: 1,868,982 pounds (MA Summer Period 
quota) At 22.23 million pounds, the 2020 coastwide 
commercial quota is down 7% from 2019 (when it 

“Specializing in the sale & delivery of
LOBSTER BAIT  
for over 30 years” 

FRESH FROZEN AND SALTED BAIT AVAILABLE 

SKATES  ~ HERRING ~POGIES ~ HADDOCK ~ COD FISH 
POLLOCK  ~ FLAT FISH ~ FISH SKINS ~ RED FISH 

DOG FISH HEADS ~ SALMON  

C & P BAIT  
33 Wright St  
New Bedford, MA 02740 

Contact:
Danny Costa  508-951-9818
Carlos Pereira  508-951-9819 
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was 23.98 million pounds). The quota is divided 
among three seasons. The Winter I Period (January– 
April) and Winter II Period (October–December) 
receive 45.11% and 15.94% of the coastwide quota, 
respectively; this equates to 10.03 and 3.54 million 
pounds for 2020. Quota during these periods is open 
to all states. The fisheries have not been limited by 
these quotas in recent years. Of the 38.95% (or 8.66 
million pounds for 2020) allocated to the Summer 
Period fishery (May–September), Massachusetts 
receives roughly 21.6%. Our Summer Period 
harvest in 2019 was roughly 0.68 million pounds, 
continuing a downward trend. The summer fishery 
has not been constrained by the quota since 2008. 

Spiny dogfish: 13,453,004 pounds (ME–CT quo-
ta) The coastwide commercial quota is increasing 
13% to 23.19 million pounds for the May 1, 2020 
through April 30, 2021 fishing year. The Northern 
Region of Maine through Connecticut receives 
58% of the coastwide quota, of which Massachu-
setts generally takes the largest portion. This year’s 
Northern Region fishery is nearing its conclusion 
with less than 8 million pounds landed, well below 
the region’s 11.9-million-pound quota. 2.2 million 
pounds of this excess has been transfered to Virginia 
to avoid an early closure there. 

Striped bass: TBD (MA quota) The coastal 
states’ commercial quotas for striped bass have been 
cut by 18% for 2020 to end overfishing on the re-
source. This reduces Massachusetts’ baseline quota 

from 869,813 pounds to 713,246 pounds; however, 
DMF is considering a revision to the state’s com-
mercial size limit which has the potential to affect 
the quota. There will not be any overage from the 
2019 fishery to account for, as just 585,852 pounds 
of the 869,813-pound quota was landed. Given the 
fishery’s recent underperformance with the quota 
and the various options for the commercial size limit 
and quota, DMF will be holding public hearings this 
winter on the fishery’s regulations for 2020. 

Summer flounder (fluke): 786,260 pounds (MA 
quota) A constant coastwide commercial quota of 
11.53 million pounds applies for 2019–2021, repre-
senting a 74% increase from 2018. Our state quota 
for 2020 is anticipated to actually increase by about 
45,000 pounds from 2019 (741,532 pounds) due 
to reductions for overages that applied to the 2019 
fishery. The increase to the quotas beginning in 2019 
did not take effect until mid-year, making it difficult 
for the Massachusetts fishery to fully capitalize on 
the change. About 73% of the 2019 quota was har-
vested (roughly 540,000 pounds). Public hearings 
will be held this winter to determine whether state 
regulations should be modified in response to the 
increased quota of fluke. 

Tautog: 62,797 pounds (MA quota) Massachu-
setts’ 2020 tautog quota will be marginally reduced 
by a slight harvest overage in the prior year. The 
2019 fishery’s quota was set at the baseline amount 
of 64,753 pounds, of which 103% was landed 

(66,709 pounds). 2020 marks the first year of man-
datory tagging of all commercial harvested tautog 
along the Atlantic coast. By Nichola Meserve, Fish-
eries Policy Analyst

DMF Biologists Will Study Growth in 
Large Lobsters 
Lobster growth is a complicated process because 
of their hard shells; growth must happen in distinct 
steps rather than continuously like fish growth. Lob-
sters produce a new shell underneath their existing 
hard shell, and once they’ve outgrown the old hard 
shell, they molt. (The scientific term for molting is 
“ecdysis,” which is derived from an old Greek term 
meaning “to take off”.) Immediately after molting, 
the lobster’s new shell is very soft, and the lobster 
absorbs water to inflate the new shell to its larger 
size before it hardens. Over time, the water will be 
replaced with body tissue as the lobster grows, until 
its shell is full and it needs to molt again. 

Understanding growth is very important for assess-
ing the lobster stock because crustaceans are very 
difficult to age (unlike fish). The population models 
we use for lobster are based on size instead of age. 
This means we need to know how often lobsters 
molt and how much their size increases each time 
they molt. Lobsters molt several times a year for the 
first few years of their lives, but as they get larger 
and reach maturity they don’t molt as frequent-
ly, slowing to roughly one molt per year. Mature 
females grow even more slowly, molting only once 

Load Bait Bags easier and 
faster with the Bait Claw. 

Available now at
www.thebaitclaw.com

The original Bait Claw is a bait loading 
tool that gives you an extra hand filling 
bait bags. It saves time, saves money 
and makes loading bait bags a breeze.
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every other year, since they have to trade off be-
tween carrying eggs and molting. We generally have 
good data to describe growth for lobsters up to and 
just above the harvestable size, but for much larger 
lobsters (more than five inches carapace length or 
over about 3.5 pounds) the data are more sparse. 

 DMF was recently awarded funding from the 
National Sea Grant Lobster Research Initiative to 
collect information on the growth of large lobsters. 
We will be collecting large lobsters (more than five 
inches carapace length) from offshore waters during 
summer, the time of year when they are getting 
ready to molt. We will sort through catch at the dock, 
recording lobster size and sex, 
looking for those with old 
shells that should be ready 
to molt. We’ll bring these 
old-shelled lobsters into the 
seawater tanks at our New 
Bedford facility, where we 
will house them in individual 
compartments and collect 
measurements from many in-
dividuals before and after they 
molt. This work will allow us 
to estimate how many of the 
lobsters that we examine are 
likely to molt this year, and 
will give us information on how much their size in-
creases when they do molt. These two pieces of data 
will be directly useful for future stock assessments 

and will enhance our general understanding of the 
biology of these important crustaceans. By Tracy 
Pugh, PhD, Invertebrate Fisheries Project 
Leader
Invertebrate Fisheries Project Leader, Tracy Pugh at
end of a sampling day aboard the vessel F/V Victoria Rose. 
The larger lobster is a female, the smaller one is a male.

Adjudicatory Proceedings 
Under state law, DMF may sanction commercial 
and recreational fishing permits for violations of the 
state’s marine fishery laws and regulations subject 
to a due process adjudicatory proceeding. These 

adjudicatory proceedings are 
held before a magistrate. They 
may be initiated by the agency, 
the Environmental Police, or 
municipal officials (consta-
bles) authorized to enforce 
the marine fishery laws of the 
Commonwealth. 

From July 1, 2019 through 
December 31, 2019, DMF 
initiated two adjudicatory 
proceedings, based on incident 
reports for violations of the 
state’s marine fishery laws and 

regulations. The violations to be adjudicated were 
related to trap tag violations in the whelk pot fishery 
and the transfer of a coastal lobster permit. Decisions 

have not yet been issued in either matter. 

Additionally, during this July 1, 2019 through De-
cember 31, 2019 period, DMF resolved five ongoing 
adjudicatory proceedings. This includes three permit 
revocations and two permit suspensions: 
• A commercial boat permit with limited entry 
endorsements for conch pots and scup pots was re-
voked in response to numerous substantial violations 
of the state’s channeled whelk gauge size. 
• A commercial lobster permit was revoked for 
repeated lobster related violations, including the 
possession of non-conforming sized lobsters, the 
possession of v-notched lobsters, and the possession 
of egg-bearing lobsters. 
• A commercial shellfish permit was revoked for 
removing shellfish from a private aquaculture grant 
without consent, failure to tag shellfish, and viola-
tions of municipal shellfish regulations. 
• A commercial shellfish permit was suspended for 
a period of three years (2019–2021) for the posses-
sion and attempted sale of shellfish harvested from 
shellfish growing area closed due to contamination 
and failure to tag shellfish. 
• A for-hire permit was seasonally suspended 
(September–December) for two years (2019–2020) 
for having patrons onboard who were in pos-
session of tautog that violated the recreation-
al tautog possession and minimum size limits.                                                                                                                                      
For the complete DMF report visit - https://www.
mass.gov/doc/dmf-news-quarters-3-4-2019/down-
load 
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New eNglaNd ProPeller, INc.
Distributor of Michigan Propellers

Inboard • outboard
Next Generation 3D Computerized Propeller Analyzer

Computerized Dynamic Balancing

 Marine Fuel Tanks Custom Fabricated & Tested to U.S.C.G Specifications
By Capeway Welding

• Marine Propeller Sales & Repairs - 4000 Props in Stock
• Sierra Engine Parts for All Outboards & IOs

• CDI Electronics • Camp & Godfrey Zincs • NGK Spark Plugs 
• Duramax Cutless Bearings • Spurs Line Cutters 

• PSS Dripless Shaft Seals • Buck Algonquin - Struts, Rudders & Stuffing Boxes 
• S/S Shafting • Drive Savers • Globe Impellers

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360
Tel: 508-747-6666  800-635-9504 - neprop.com
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From the Executive Director's Desk

Good News for Menhaden and What's Ahead for 2020

For	those	who	have	been	closely	following	the	menhaden	
compliance	issue,	the	Commission	received	good	news	last	
month	when	the	Secretary	of	Commerce	concurred	with	
our	finding	that	the	Commonwealth	of	Virginia	is	out	of	
compliance	with	Amendment	3	to	the	Interstate	FMP	for	
Atlantic	Menhaden.	Specifically,	the	Commonwealth	failed	to	
implement	the	51,000	mt	Chesapeake	Bay	reduction	fishery	
cap	(cap).	In	accordance	with	this	finding,	the	Secretary	
declared	a	moratorium	on	the	Atlantic	menhaden	fisheries	in	
Virginia	waters,	effective	June	17,	2020.	In	order	to	avert	the	
moratorium,	the	Commonwealth	must	effectively	implement	
and	enforce	the	cap	prior	to	June	17th.	This	action	was	taken	
pursuant	to	the	provisions	of	the	Atlantic	Coastal	Fisheries	
Cooperative	Management	Act	(Atlantic	Coastal	Act)	of	1993.

In	taking	this	action,	the	Secretary	showed	his	support	for	
the	Commission’s	interstate	fisheries	management	process	
and,	in	particular,	our	efforts	to	manage	Atlantic	menhaden,	
an	important	forage	species,	in	a	precautionary	manner.	The	
Secretarial	backstop	is	a	key	provision	of	the	Atlantic	Coastal	
Act,	which	established	a	unique	partnership	between	the	states	
and	the	federal	government	to	work	cooperatively	to	ensure	the	
conservation	and	sustainability	of	nearshore	fishery	resources.

As	the	Commonwealth	works	to	come	back	into	compliance	
with	Amendment	3,	the	Commission’s	Atlantic	Menhaden	
Management	Board	will	be	considering	the	findings	of	the	
highly-anticipated	ecological	reference	point	(ERP)	benchmark	
stock	assessment	in	February.	The	results	of	the	ERP	assessment,	
which	incorporates	the	forage	needs	of	key	menhaden	predators	
in	its	analysis,	will	be	presented	alongside	the	findings	of	the	
traditional	single-species	benchmark	assessment.	If	endorsed	by	
the	Peer	Review	Panel	for	use	in	management,	both	assessments	
will	be	used	to	evaluate	the	health	of	the	stock	and	inform	the	
management	of	the	species	in	an	ecological	context.

Looking	ahead	to	the	Winter	Meeting	and	beyond,	the	
Commission	and	the	states	have	a	full	plate	of	issues	to	address	
in	2020.	A	highlight	of	our	major	management	and	science	
activities	follow.		

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES
American Lobster 
•	 Develop	management	strategy	for	the	Gulf	of	Maine	(GOM)/

Georges	Bank	stock	that	acknowledges	the	effects	of	climate	
change	and	addresses	the	resilience	of	the	stock	

•	 Implement	Addendum	XXVI	data	elements	to	improve	data	
collection	and	characterization	of	the	fishery

•	 Monitor	and	respond	as	necessary	to	NOAA	rulemaking	on	
Atlantic	Large	Whale	Take	Reduction	Plan	Modifications

•	 Review	findings	of	the	2020	Benchmark	Assessment	and	

Peer	Review	Report	and	consider	a	management	response	if	
necessary

Atlantic Herring 
•	 Consider	new	approaches	for	managing	the	Area	1A	sub- 

annual	catch	limit	under	low	quota	scenarios				
•	 Work	with	NEFMC	to	review	findings	of	Management	

Track	Stock	Assessment	and	consider	adjustments	to	2021	
specifications	if	necessary

Atlantic Striped Bass
•	 Initiate	stock	rebuilding	through	implementation	of	

Addendum	VI	measures	and	development	of	additional	
measures	to	rebuild	biomass	and	address	long-term	fishery	
issues

Black Sea Bass/Scup/Summer Flounder 
•	 Work	with	MAFMC	to	adjust	black	sea	bass	state-by-state	

commercial	allocation	and	consider	ways	to	reform	black	
sea	bass	recreational	management	

•	 Explore,	in	coordination	with	MAFMC,	changes	to	
commercial/recreational	allocation	for	all	three	species	

Bluefish
•	 Develop,	with	MAFMC,	amendment	to	address	issues	

including:	commercial/recreational	allocation,	state-by-state	
commercial	allocation,	and	stock	rebuilding	

Cobia
•	 Review	findings	of	Benchmark	Stock	Assessment	and	Peer	

Review	and	consider	a	management	response	if	necessary
Horseshoe Crab
•	 Revise	Adaptive	Resource	Management	Framework	based	

on	recommendations	from	benchmark	stock	assessment	

SCIENCE ACTIVITIES
•	 Finalize	Commission	policy	on	risk	and	uncertainty	
•	 Collect	new	data	to	address	data	deficiencies,	including	

fishery-dependent	data	using	black	sea	bass	research	fleet	
and	new	data	elements	from	lobster	fisheries	

•	 Increase	bycatch	monitoring	of	sturgeon,	shad	and	river	
herring,	and	sciaenids	in	state	waters

•	 Increase	diet	data	collection	to	support	ecosystem-based	
assessments	and	management

•	 Promote	collection	and	use	of	acoustic	tagging	information
•	 Partner	with	USGS	to	identify	shared	research	priorities	and	

opportunities	for	enhanced	scientific	support	
•	 Standardize	timeline	of	Commission	assessments	to	support	

timely	updates	to	ERP	assessments	for	Atlantic	menhaden
•	 Evaluate	the	effects	of	changing	ocean	conditions	on	stock		
	 productivity	and	distribution

You	can	view	all	our	planned	activities	for	2020	in	our	Action	Plan	
at	http://www.asmfc.org/files/pub/2020ActionPlan_Final.pdf.
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The Stellwagen Bank Sanctuary Advisory Council 
(The SAC) held its winter meeting on February 12th 
in Boston at the boat show. It had a lengthy agenda. 

The first major item on the agenda was the Sanctu-
ary’s Condition Report. This is a review of what’s 
been going on in summary form. This proved to be 
a lengthy report. (2hours). The report discussions in-
cluded Human Activities on the Bank, Water Quality 
issues, Habitat Trends, the Living resources on the 
Bank, (fish, birds etc.), species updates, Maritime 
Heritage issues (historical wrecks), Eco-system situ-
ations and trends to be considered.  The fishery part 
included various statuses of fish stock on the Bank 
and their economic value.

Next on the agenda was an update on the Sanctu-
ary’s Management Plan which is due as required by 
law. The review and development process is ongoing 
under the Federal rules and hearings are scheduled 
for March as follows:

March 11, 2020 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the New England 
Aquarium (Boston)
March 12, 2020 6:30-8:00 p.m. Maritime Gloucester 
(Harbor Loop)
March 18, 2020 6:30-8:00 p.m. MA Maritime Acad-
emy (Bourne)

These are “so-called” scoping meetings on what 
should be included in the revised Sanctuary Man-
agement Plan. The SAC will review the comments at 
its May meeting but then, as is usual in the Federal 
process, it will go back and forth before any final 
Plan is put in place. (2021)??

During these discussions, Ben H. Haskell (Sanctuary 
Supervisor) noted that:

“Commercial fishing has been and always will be 
part of the Sanctuary- our job is to manage fishing so 
as to not to degrade or at least lessen impacts from 
fishing –currently, 22% of the Sanctuary is off limits 
to fishing with mobile gear and this is by actions 
taken by the Federal Fishery’s Council”.

The SAC was then presented with the Sanctuary’s 
“Work Plan”. This listed a number of items, things 
to be done?? One of the proposals besides shark 
issues, Maritime Heritage projects, tourism and 
management plan development was a proposal to 
create a working group to explore the idea of a pilot 
area for rope-less gear in the Sanctuary in order to 
protect Right Whales. Here we go again!!

The proposal turned into a “dicey” discussion. Bill 
Adler jumped on this and voiced his opposition 
noting that this is a “waste of time and money to 
even consider this idea because it won’t work, isn’t 

practical in the “real world” and won’t be agreed 
upon by the fishermen.” He did go into detail 
as to why this wouldn’t work and wanted this 
removed from the Working Plan. 

Eric Meschino, Bill’s alternate on the Council 
was also present and was able to support Bill’s 
comments. Several other Council members 
supported the proposal although they too were 
“skeptical” of the value of this project given 
what Bill Adler and Eric had said.

The SAC then move onto more on the Maritime 
Heritage report and related issues. Here we 
entered the ongoing discussions on “Disclo-
sures” of where these wrecks are located and 
letting fishermen know their locations. This has 
been going on for a number of meetings. This 
involves a controversy by the Sanctuary and 
headquarters (Washington) as to revealing the 
locations of “historic wrecks”. 

The Sanctuary has jumped out ahead of the fed-
eral agency and has released the locations so as 
to hopefully avoid fishing boats from damaging 
any historical wrecks. The Sanctuary has released 
information on the locations although the “offi-
cial federal position” has been not to release these 
locations under some federal “historical” law??? The 
Sanctuary plans to submit proposals to headquarters 
(DC) as to why they released information and the 
benefits of letting this information get out to the 
public (fishing interests). Bill Adler again did note 
that he supported the Sanctuary pushing the federal 
Sanctuary headquarters to agree to this. This whole 
thing started when “historical wrecks” were inden-
tified (SS Portland, etc.) and the Sanctuary rules 
stated that the locations should not be released!!  
Nevertheless, the argument has always been made 
that: Would non-disclosures result in more damage 
to wrecks and could disclosure result in less or no 
damage to any of the “historic wrecks”? This goes 
on and on! The Sanctuary did release locations in 
spite of the “so-called” federal rules and reported 
that it did help and fishing Captains did get the 
message. These were mostly large Scallop and Fin 
fish boats. They do access the Sanctuary at vari-
ous times. Another part of this is that when it was 
suggested that maybe the VMS (vessel monitoring 
systems) could be used to notify a fishing vessel that 
has entered the wreck area, however, it was noted 
that it could not be used. Why? Federal lawyers and 
the federal law enforcement reps at the meeting not-
ed that the VMS system is for enforcement only and 
the Magnuson Act (law) prohibits this for any other 
reason, so much for logic!!? 

The Council then moved on to the Round Robin 
agenda item. This is an opportunity for various 

Council Members to indicate what they or their 
constituents have been up to. Several of the mem-
bers had reports. Most reports were on sea-bird 
issues, the MWRA monitoring, the Plymouth 400th 
celebration, the small boat issues and Menhaden 
stock review.

The meeting then moved onto the Agency and 
Government Reports. CZM (Coastal Zone Man-
agement) reported issues on Whales, Turtles and 
Wind Projects. DMF (Division of Marine Fisheries) 
reported on Windmill proposals in the Gulf of Maine 
(Stellwagen too), Herring issues and hearings mostly 
in Area 1A (GOM). The Division did note that 
regarding the “proposed” wind power issue, which 
might be proposed (?) would be “floating windmills” 
for areas in the GOM (including Stellwagen Bank) 
and this could include, No Fishing Zones due to 
how these structures would have to be anchored not 
to mention the connecting cables, etc. No formal 
proposals have been submitted as yet, but, everyone 
should be ready when this idea surfaces!! So far ok, 
but, stay tuned.

There were reports from the USCG, NOAA enforce-
ment and the Mass Law Enforcement reps. same old, 
same old.  The NMFS and NE Council reps report-
ed on fishery plans moving through the system. 
These included the Herring Plan, the Ground-fish 
Amendment, the Scallop Plan, the Whale TRT (take 
reduction team) proposals and more on the Offshore 
Wind proposals. Everyone should keep an eye on the 
Whale TRT proposals!!?

Bill Adler- Commercial Fixed Gear Council Member 

Stellwagen Sanctuary Advisory 
Council Meeting Notes
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Whale Case Alright To 
Proceed Past Motion To 
Dismiss Right
17 February 2020, by Rebecca E. 
Bazan, Duane Morris LLP
The self-proclaimed activist "Prince of Whales," Richard Strahan, received a 
partial victory this week in his lawsuit alleging that Massachusetts' regulations 
requiring lobster fisherman to use certain gear violate the Endangered Species 
Act.

The North Atlantic right whale is an endangered species, with fewer than 500 
remaining. As such, the right whale is protected by the Endangered Species 
Act ("ESA"), which makes it illegal to "take" an endangered species. 16 U.S.C. 
§ 1538(a)(1)(B). This prohibits people and governments from "harass[ing], 
harm[ing], pursu[ing], hunt[ing], shoot[ing], wound[ing], kill[ing], trap[ping], 
captur[ing], or collect[ing]" the species. 16 U.S.C. § 1532(19). Unlike oth-
er statutes that seek to protect animals, such as the Animal Welfare Act, the 
ESA includes what is a called a "citizen suit provision," which allows private 
individuals to file lawsuits to stop an alleged violation of the ESA. 16 U.S.C. § 
1540(g).

Strahan is an avid whale watcher and sea turtle researcher, and frequent liti-
gant. He alleges that Vertical Buoy Ropes ("VBRs"), which are used to identify 
and retrieve lobster traps, harm, capture, and kill right whales, and thus that 
Massachusetts violates the ESA by promulgating regulations that require Mas-
sachusetts lobster fisherman to deploy gear like VBRs. The state defendants 
moved to dismiss the case.

On February 7, 2020, United States District Judge Talwani granted in part 
and denied in part the motion to dismiss. She found that "Plaintiff plausibly 
concludes that the State Defendants have caused a taking in violation of the 
[ESA]" because he plausibly alleged that "annually in recent years, five endan-
gered right whales were killed or injured from lobsterpot gear" and that "almost 
half of all lobsterpot activity occurs in Massachusetts waters." The Court noted 
that these allegations do not prove that Massachusetts-regulated VBRs have 
killed or injured right whales, but are sufficient at the early stage in the case to 
survive a motion to dismiss.

The Court went on to dismiss Strahan's other two counts. Count II alleged that 
the state defendants violated the ESA by adversely altering critical habitats, 
which the Court found to be duplicative of the ESA count she allowed to 
proceed. Finally, the Court dismissed Count III, which alleged that the director 
of the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries violated the Massachusetts 
Civil Rights Act by undertaking various actions to dissuade Strahan from filing 
this lawsuit, holding that the Eleventh Amendment protects state officials from 
claims that they violated state law in carrying out their official responsibilities.

Strahan's single count regarding the VRBs' impact on right whales will now 
move forward, and he will be required to prove the "take." The issue of 
whale entanglement in ropes that connect to crab and lobster pots is a hot 
topic in research and conservation. Recently, the SeaWorld & Busch Gardens 
Conservation Fund announced that it has committed $900,000 over three 
years to evaluate ropeless crab and lobster traps (see https://www.whoi.edu/
press-room/news-release/seaworld-busch-gardens-conservation-fund-com-
mits-900000-to-protect-critically-endangered-north-atlantic-right-whales/).

Disclaimer: This Alert has been prepared and published for informational 
purposes only and is not offered, nor should be construed, as legal advice. For 
more information, please see the firm's full disclaimer. https://www.mondaq.
com/unitedstates/Litigation-Mediation-Arbitration/894044/Right-Whale-Case-
Alright-To-Proceed-Past-Motion-To-Dismiss



44

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

• M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M

The Luck of the 

Irish
15 St. Patrick’s Day Facts

As St. Patrick’s Day draws closer, we’ll soon be searching for that green 
Shamrock shirt, scanning Pinterest for (easy) Corned Beef recipes and picking up 
a little whiskey or Guinness to get ready for the celebration.

Sure we love to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, but where did these traditions come 
from and how are we celebrating them today? We’ve picked some of the most 
interesting St. Patrick’s Day facts and tidbits for you to share in your party 
conversations!

Here are 15 of our favorite facts and tidbits about St. Patrick’s Day:

1. St. Patrick’s Day is an Irish national holiday with banks, stores, and businesses 
closing for the day.

2. The first St. Patrick’s Day celebration in the United States was held in Boston 
(1737).

3. Shamrocks are the national flower/emblem of Ireland.

4. The color of St. Patrick’s Day was originally blue.

Wearing green has become a staple of St. Patrick’s Day, but the holiday was 
originally associated with the color blue. It’s thought that the shift to green 
happened because of Ireland’s nickname “The Emerald Isle,” the green in the Irish 
flag and the shamrock, or clover. Green ribbons and shamrocks were worn as early 
as the 17th century.

5. Beer is one of the most widely consumed beverages on St. Patrick’s Day.

6.Legend says that each leaf of the clover has a meaning: Hope, Faith, Love and 
Luck.

7. 1962 marked the first time Chicago dyed their river green for St Patrick’s Day.

8. Guiness is one of the most popular drinks on St. Patrick’s Day. Here are 34 
recipes:

9. Shamrock shakes are also very popular (and tasty!):

10. There are 34.7 million U.S. residents with Irish ancestry. This number is 
more than seven times the population of Ireland itself.

11. The real St. Patrick wasn’t Irish. He was born in Britain around A.D. 390 to 
an aristocratic Christian family.

12. Your odds of finding a four-leaf clover are about 1 in 10,000.

13. The world’s shortest St. Patrick’s Day parade is held in an Irish village. It 
lasts only 100 yards, between the village’s two pubs.

14. To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, Chicago dyes the river green for a few hours.

15. St. Patrick never got canonized by a pope, making his saintly status 
somewhat questionable.

https://www.proflowers.com/blog/interesting-st-patricks-day-facts 

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com 
www.coastalhyd.com

28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Electric Clutches

PITTS Authorized Dealer:

Adaptable, Dependable… Easy to Install & Maintain
• 75 to 1500 lbs. ft
• 12 or 24 VDC power supply
• Zinc plated – meets ASTM B-117 salt spray test
• SAE pump mount options available

SHAFT OR V-BELT DRIVEN 
MARINE CLUTCHES

Ask For

19-3744 Mass Lobsterman .25 Clutch-CLR-Ad-FNL.indd   1 4/16/19   11:09 AM
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AQUAMESH
Celebrating 40 Years of

Marine Industry Excellence

1.800.762.6374  •  sales@riverdale.com  •  www.riverdale.com

®
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www.bessybait.com 
All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide 

Available in 30 gal. barrels and 5 gal. pails 
CALL: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849  

 EMAIL: info@bessybait.com 

FOR SALE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY AT 
155 Batchelder Rd., Seabrook, NH 03874 

 LONG-LASTING,  
AFFORDABLE 

 LOBSTER BAIT! 
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800-639-2715   •  hamiltonmarine.com 

H
HAMILTON
MARINE Saturday April 4th 

through Saturday April 11th!
(CLOSED EASTER)

Don’t Miss Our Annual

OPEN HOUSE

SALE!

Adult Universal Cold Water 
Immersion Suit

RVS-1409A  
Order# 743829

$26999

USCG APPROVED
Three fingered mitt. 
Wide legs for easy don-
ning. Snug fitting face 
seal. Retro-reflective 
tape. Includes whistle 
and storage bag.

ea

Automatic/Manual Inflatable PFD
USCG Approved Type V with Type II Performance
Full 35 lbs buoyancy for offshore use!

Color Order#
Orange/Gray 773536
Blue/Light Gray 773535

Reg 179.99

Universal sizing, fits 30"-65" 
chest. Comfortable low profile 
fit, neoprene neckline. Super 
bright retro-reflective areas 
on front, a high-visibility 
BEACON logo on the back.

$14999
SAVE
$30ea

Rugged solid rubber sole, oil resis-
tant. Special broad toe. Reinforced 
heel. 100% waterproof. 4-way 
stretchable, breathable Airmesh™ 
lining. Sizes 10-16.

Mid 13" Boot
$9995

pr
Search# 
CFD-BBBMM

High 16" Boot
$10495Search# 

CFD-BBBMH

Big Bobby Wide Calf Boots

pr

Scalloper 
Apron

Size Order#
L 773788
XL 773789

$6788
ea

Tough apron with exceptional com-
fort! Front is orange Cap-Coz PVC 
fabric. Shoulders are mesh Power 
Dry™ Polartec™ fleece. Back 
closure by side release buckle. 
Features detachable reinforcement 
cut guard with snaps on front.

UP TO 
SIZE 16!

Foul Weather Gear

Search# GRD-

FULL LINE 
IN STOCK!Jackets, bib pants, aprons, barvels, 

sweatshirts, boots and more!

$935
pr

Search# 
HMG-WG338

Double Coated Insulated 
Latex Gloves
Textured palm 
for excellent grip. 
Comfortable knit 
cuff. Sold by the pair. 
Sizes S-2XL.

WAYNE 
HAMILTON’S 

CHOICE!

24" Orange Life Ring

CAL-G24-OT
Order# 105283

JIM-BUOY®

USCG Approved with 
Reflective Tape

$7169
ea

5-3/4" Dia., 200,000 Candela

LED Searchlights
316 stainless steel housing. Compact 
with a clear white beam. 10V-32V. 

7" Dia., 300,000 Candela
DHR-180CBLED
Order# 772355

DHR-150CBLED
Order# 772198

$51558
ea

$85641
ea

5-3/4" LED Insert 
Order# 772199   $41361

7" LED Insert 
Order# 772354   $84145

ea

ea

150 Insert

The world's most compact 
EPIRB at just 7" x 3.9" x 
3.5" 10 year battery life. 
Waterproof. 66 channel 
GPS enabled. Strobe light. 
48+ hour operational life. 
Includes lanyard.

RescueME EPIRB1
Category II with GPS

NEW!

ACR-RESCUEMEC2  
Order# 776394

$42595
ea

10 Year Battery!

Base Layer Tops and Bottoms
Medium and 
heavyweight 
tops and bottoms 
designed for du-
rability, comfort 
and warmth.

$2999
Starting At

ea
Search# CRH-MBL
Women’s tops available in Deep Wine.
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All discounts apply to current store prices. Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

Orange
Order# 118243 

Fish Baskets
Round, orange plastic with 
handles and holes for draining, 
approx. 1 bushel capacity.

$1999

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

$1499
qt

$4999
gal

SCAN THIS QR CODE!
See just how tough our 
buoy paint is! Watch on 
Facebook or our website. 

Fish Totes 
Plastic. No Holes.

Color Dimensions Capacity Order#
Black 28"L x 16"W x 11"D 70 Liters 118291
Gray 28"L x 16"W x 11"D 70 Liters 736466
Blue 28"L x 16"W x 14"D 85 Liters 760085

Green
Order# 763280 

$1556
Starting At

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches

Reg 884.99 
FMN-2433-0002
Order# 754527

15" x 24"
$797

24" x 24"
$149765

Flush, watertight, rugged and durable. 
Fast acting and easy opening.

Reg 1659.99 
FMN-2424-0002
Order# 754529

HAMILTON
MARINE

H M
AI

N
E

AQC-FR50BK  
Order# 763256

Aquaculture 
lantern nets, for 
use in scallop 
farming. 

Description Order#
4mm 5 Tier 763277
4mm 7 Tier 769870
9mm 5 Tier 763278
9mm 7 Tier 769871

1/2" Black Fuzzy Rope
Sold in 1200 ft coils. 
For use in mussel farming. 

Lantern Nets

FREE HEAT from your engine’s 
closed cooling system!

Flush mount or ducted models. 
From 28,000 - 40,000 BTUs

Search# MH-

ea
ea

SAVE!

Composite Panels Extren® Fiberglass Structural 
Shapes & Plates

Lightweight, 
and high strength, 
low maintenance, 
corrosion and UV 
resistant. Avail-
able in many sizes 
and shapes.
Search# SGW-

High density, 
polyurethane foam, 
reinforced with 
layers of fiberglass 
strands through-
out. Lightweight, 
non-rotting.
Search# CSA-

Use in place of plywood! Get the wood out!

Extra tough, long lasting, flexible coating, UV and 
weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, soap and 
water cleanup. Available in Red, Orange, Yellow, 
Green, Blue , Black or White.

HML-HIDEBAIT   
Order# 740935

Hairless Salted 
Pig Hide 
Lobster Bait

SAVE 
BY THE 
PALLET!

6" x 13" or 7.25" x 22". 
Available in Green, Orange, 
Pink, Red, White or Yellow.
Search# HML-BUOYL

LD Hardshell 
Low Drag Buoys

SAVE!

A4 Inflatable 
Net Buoys

21" diameter x 27" 
long, 68" circumference. 
95 lbs buoyancy.
POL-A4Y  Order# 774850

Size Order# #/Case
5 x 11 118250 48
6 x 14 118252 25
7 x 7 118258 35
7 x 14 118254 18
7 x 15 118256 20
8 x 18 733096 12
9 x16 138583 12

Lobster Buoys
Spongex
HML-BUOY-

eaea

SAB-40603  
Order# 165434

“Little Vicky” Net & Twine Knife 
3-1/4" high carbon stainless steel serrated 
blade with red nylon handle. The best rope 
and twine knife available!
$525 $6296

pr doz

Galvanized or Stainless Steel wire, 
from 1/4" to 1" diameter. We hand 
and machine (commercial) swage 
wire and mark wire for fishermen 
the old fashioned way.

WE MARK AND SWAGE WIRE!

CALL FOR 
A QUOTE 
TODAY!

The Original ManLine Pot Warp

Search# MANLINE

Many sizes and 
colors in stock.
High strength, 
low noise!

VOLUME 
PRICING 

AVAILABLE!
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PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD TO MAKE SURE IT IS CURRENT 
Send ads to tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com

MLA CLASSIFIEDS

Ads will run for 5 months & then automatically be deleted unless 
you call the MLA office to renew your ad. 781-545-6984 or email 
ads to tracey.abboud@lobstermen.com
Classified ads are a free benefit to MLA Members and Non-
members are a flat $25.00     
*All ads are subject to review prior to placement 
AD #1 (2/20) FOR SALE- PRICE REDUCED– 1950 Buick Special- 55,000 original miles 
Approx; 75% restored Call/info 781-733-1498 / email Iggyburton@aol.com $6,500 
OBRO

AD#2 (2/20) HELP WANTED– Fishing Boat/ Scituate MA-Must be reliable/drug/
alcohol free w/ valid drivers license & own transportation. % of pay based on 
experience. E-mail Hiflyer2@verizon.net

AD#3 (2/20) FOR SALE– 40 ft. Stanley Greenwood fiberglass over wood. 220 John 
Deere engine 14 in. pot hauler-power invert-er- Microwave in fishhold/ liferaft/Epirb 
more info call 603-714-2247

AD#4 (1/20) FOR SALE – Hydraulic Components, parts and service. Pumps, Motors, 
Valves and Accessories. Hydraulic Hoses made while you wait. Great Prices – Same 
day service (in many cases)- Wide selection of in-stock items. Rebuilt items are 
occasionally available. Call ROSE MARINE, Gloucester, MA 877-283-3334

AD#5 (11/19) FOR SALE–100 plus 48″x24″x15″ traps Like new/lightly fished 65.00 
each Text Bill @ 774-264-0083

AD#6 (11/19) FOR SALE–32 “Lobster Boat -Fiberglass Maine lobster or tuna boat 
Holland 1984. 454 gasoline engine 3 years old, 12” pot hauler. Currently used for 
lobster fishing everyday. New boat coming, must sell. 28,000.00 Call 978-884-2988

AD#7 FOR SALE– BUNGEE CORD ON SPOOLS. Made in New England area. Call 
Jonathon “Mr. Bungee” 401-447-7973 or Jon@marineropeinternational.com 5/16″ 
x 300’ft $35.00/spool 5/16″x 500’ft $50.00 spool All sizes, colors to choose from. 
Located in Cranston, RI

AD#8 (11/19) FOR SALE- Area 1 lobster license-approx; 75 traps, 19ft Midland 70 HP 
Suzuki 4 stroke & trailer. Asking $24,000 Call Pat@978-879-9623

AD#9 (1/20) FOR SALE– 200 Used pono’s -3 footers- hoop gear-shrimp mesh heads. 
All in great shape. Some $30 & $40-multiple colors.  Call Matt @ 339-613-7122

AD#10 (2/20) FOR SALE-1997 Mariner Commercial 55 hp o/b motor Rope Start, Tiller 
Model, Long Shaft Been in storage for 6 yrs Has a replacement lower unit$10002001 
Tohastu 18 hp 2 stroke o/b motor Rope Start, Tiller model, Short Shaft Been in storage 
3 yrs $800 Call (508)-246-4009

AD#11 (1/20) FOR SALE– MA Coastal Lobster Permit Area 1, transferable, 800 trap 
allocation. 25ft Nth. Edge lobster boat, Volvo 5L gas, 270hp, Volvo I/O, trailer, 120 3ft 
traps, $52,000 or B/O 781-812-6870

AD#12 (1/20) FOR SALE– MA State Coastal Lobster  Permit Area 1 800 trap 
allocation, has great history. Asking $20,000 Call/Text Frank @ 978-807-0301

 AD#13 (2/20) ATTENTION C-TRAP CUSTOMERS/GOT WOOD- New wooden conch traps 
for sale, many types, prices starting at $23.50 ea, for 20×20 all oak frames 3″ wide 
pine lath sides. Will cut custom lobster traps/kits/frames/runners/laths.  Call 508-
989-4762

AD#14 (11/19) FOR SALE–Gillnet Gear 24″ Crosley lifter, roller/alum picking table 
& s.s.alum mounting brackets/ss spreader bar. 6- seaplast #660 vats 12-steel disk 
anchors 70-80 lbs 95 monk nets 10″,11″,12″40-round fish nets 6.5″,7″,7.5″Would like 
to sell as a package $24,500. Text Bill 774-264-0083

AD#15 (2/20) FOR SALE–Tuna tower & pulpit 22ft both have hinges $1,000. Call Al @ 
508-208-3038

AD#16 (2/20) FOR SALE–301-2-F Transmission 2 point 69 to 1/$1,000. OBRO Call 
Skip 781-844-8162

AD#17 (3/20) FOR SALE–Everson Rope 7/16t /20 pot trawls/all spliced. $100 per 
barrel Call 978-836-2720

AD#18 (2/20) FOR SALE–” 8.2 Detroit Diesel – 320 HP with after-cooler, running 
takeout with Borg Warner transmission, runs great, no smoke. have video of engine 
running and wet exhaust – $3,000.00     Also, spare 8.2 Detroit Diesel, (rebuilt by Lew 
Bacon) with Twin Disc transmission and spare starting motors – $3,000.00 Located in 
Gloucester  Call / text Dave at 603-422-4335

AD#19 (2/20) FOR SALE-PLACE YOUR AD HERE

AD#20 (2/20) FOR SALE–Gill net lifter, Bandolier style, new $1,000.00-Mantis 
style shrimp dredging gear -net culling table- 2 vats-plumbed circulation W/ trailer 
$1,500.00- Propeller 34×34, right hand 2 1/2 in bore-4 blade-$1,500.00-3/4 net 
chain sweep W/5in Cod end$500.00 – 6 new gill nets W/ 6in mesh$200.00 each & 
misc: nets Call Bill @ 508-264-1076

AD#21 (2/20) FOR SALE- Aluminum roof mount davit (6’9″OAL) Light weight/heavily 
built$250. Steel Galvanized heavy duty rail mount davit $100. Aluminum buoy rack 
$75. New Seamander helm chair $50. Call or text 774-216-1081

AD#22 (2/20) FOR SALE-Federal/State Lobster Permit/Outer Cape -Call Jeff 508-240-
1634

AD#23 (2/20) FOR SALE- MA Coastal Lobster Permit Area 1 800 trap allocation asking 
$30,000. Or B/O John Moran 401-525-0981

AD#24 (2/20) FOR SALE–34’ Aluminum Lobster boat CAT 3208T (320hp) built by 
Gladding & Hearn 1982. 14” hauler & hydraulic wash-down pump asking $ 90,000 or 
B/O- MA Coastal Area 1 Lobster Permit w/800 trap allocation. John Moran 401-525-
0981

AD#25 (10/19) FOR SALE– 25 ft BHM 180 HF 453T Detroit engine-600 hrs. on rebuilt 
engine. Furuno radar-new- 4ft extended hull Garmin plotter-new 2 Furuno GPS Sitex 
depth finder- Auto-pilot VHF radio CB radio New hydraulic steering- new wash down 
pump-dripless shaft bearing-new battery-new alternator-bilge alarm 150 gal., fuel 
tanks-14ft deck area- 2 propellers-Fished daily. $23,500 or $37,500.00(w/ dragging 
gear) Call Frank @ 203-868-8481

AD#26 (2/20) PLACE YOUR AD HERE

AD#27 (2/20)-Scallop quota available for leasing -e-mail hiflyer2@verizon.net

AD#28 (2/20) HELP WANTED-Sternman/Commercial Lobsterman Position. 
Experience Preferred but not necessary. If dedicated, honest and hardworking I will 
train. Must have own transportation/Drug Free. Gloucester Robert @ 617-417-9630
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Delicate zucchini blossoms are made for filling and frying. We’re giving this 
classic Italian appetizer a decadent spin with a lobster-and-mascarpone filling. 

Ingredients
1. 3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 
2. 3 1/2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice, divided 
3. 1 tablespoon minced preserved lemon rind 
4. 2 1/2 teaspoons Aleppo pepper, divided 
5. 1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, plus more for sprinkling 
6. 1 (8-ounce) container mascarpone cheese 
7. 7 large eggs, divided 
8. 2 teaspoons lemon zest 
9. 2 tablespoons chopped mint leaves 
10. 1 pound cooked and picked lobster, crab, or shrimp meat,
very finely chopped 
11. 24 zucchini blossoms 
12. 2 cups all-purpose flour (about 8 1/2 ounces) 
13. 2 cups toasted fine breadcrumbs  Neutral oil, such as grape-seed, for frying 

Whisk together olive oil, 1 1/2 tablespoons lemon juice, preserved lemon rind, 
1/2 teaspoon Aleppo pepper, and 1/2 teaspoon salt in a bowl.
Whisk together mascarpone, 2 eggs, lemon zest, mint, remaining 2 tablespoons 
lemon juice, remaining 2 teaspoons Aleppo pepper, and remaining 1 teaspoon 
salt in a separate bowl until smooth. Stir in lobster. Transfer to pastry bag or 
large ziplock plastic bag; if using a ziplock bag, snip a hole in bottom corner. 

Here to serve you!
Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842   jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson  (207) 483-6555   jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Mike Wadsworth  (207) 542-0841  mikew@friendshiptrap.com 

Friendship  Office: (800) 451-1200;  (207) 354-2545
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558 
Visit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com

Our precision formulation 
and process has been 
refined over the years 
to provide the optimum
balance of strength and 
flexibility… 

Over 20 YEARS 
of fishing; 

Well over HALF 
A MILLION sold

Could you do this with 
any other concrete runner?

– and the 
vise test shows it

We are constantly listening to our customers:
Your feedback + continuous improvement 

= proven reliability

SOLID STEEL CORE
- TOUGH POLYMER

COATING

Over 
6 YEARS
of fishing.

Over a QUARTER
MILLION sold

OCEAN-TESTED for years…
aircraft carrier decking and
pilings in the marine borer 
intense Panama 
Canal Zone.

The toughest species 
of junglewood we’ve found 
… and the only kind we sell.

1. Using kitchen tweezers or long, 
thin scissors, clip away the pointed 
sepals where the stem meets the 
flower.

2. Blow into the flower so the petals 
separate naturally. Pluck out the sta-
men or pistils from inside.

3. Use a pastry brush to gently re-
move any dirt or pollen.
Insert tip of piping bag into center 
of blossom without separating petals 
more than necessary. Carefully pipe 
1 tablespoon lobster mixture into 
each blossom. Gently press outside of 
blossom to seal. Repeat with remain-
ing blossoms and lobster mixture. 
Arrange filled blossoms on a rimmed 
baking sheet.  

Beat remaining 5 eggs in a shallow 
dish. Place flour and breadcrumbs 
in separate shallow dishes. Dredge 
filled blossoms in flour; gently brush 
off excess. Dip blossoms in egg, then 
dredge in breadcrumbs. 
Poor oil to a depth of 3/4 inch in  a 
high-sided skillet; heat over medi-
um until shimmering. Working in 
batches, fry blossoms until a delicate, 
golden crust forms, 90 seconds to 2 
minutes. 

Using a spider, transfer blossoms to 
a paper towel–lined baking sheet to 
drain. Sprinkle with salt. Serve hot 
with preserved lemon vinaigrette.  

Clean zucchini blossoms - HOW TO CLEAN ZUCCHINI BLOSSOMS

Lobster-Stuffed 
Zucchini Blossoms
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Inshore Fishery Debris Prevention Strategies 

Photos by CCS except where noted. Design by Corrine Losch, AmeriCorps         
Cape Cod. Interviews by Caroline E. Howlett and Laura Ludwig. 

This project is supported through a grant from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Marine Debris Program.  

Loic Rossignon 

Gear from many fisheries washes up on shorelines around Cape Cod and around the world. 
Some is caused by storm action or gear loss, but much debris can be prevented with good boat 
waste handling habits. The Center for Coastal Studies interviewed lobstermen for some           
practical approaches to on-board gear waste. 

All debris collected from Long Point and Herring Cove in Provincetown 
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Receptacle, Trash Can, Waste Bin, Pail  
Keep a small bin/bucket near the wheel or under a seat.     

Velcro attachments allow the bin to be secured as well as    
removable without damage, and make it easy to empty 

back on shore. 

Steady as You Throw  
You may be busy at the rail, 

but make sure your toss 
hits the bucket, and         

rebound it when it doesn’t. Recreational fishing 
 

Control is Key  
Once it’s out of your hand,     
anything can happen. Don’t 
leave trash where wind can 

catch it, even in the bin. 

Hundreds of thousands of tons of fishing gear are abandoned, 
lost, or otherwise discarded in the world’s oceans each year, and 
gear accounts for over 40% of all the debris collected at beach 
cleanups locally. Here are some strategies every boat can use to 
lower those numbers: 

Trash in the Traps  
Be ready for trash coming 
aboard: station a separate 

bin above wall boxes/
banding table to toss         

balloons, cans, plastic bags 
and other trash               
found in traps.  

Not Just the Gear  
Empty bottles of cleaning 

agents, lubricants and 
drinks can all be recycled; 

collect them in the       
wheelhouse and bring to 

shore. 

Lost Gear Gets Around 
Knots, line, ID tags, bait bags, claw bands, bait straps, corners, runners & escape vents are carried by currents to    

every shore throughout the Gulf of Maine and beyond. 
Clear Before You Clean  

Make a habit of collecting knots, claw bands, zip-ties 
and other gear from the deck and rails before using 

the deck hose. Everything that goes out the        
scuppers winds up on the shoreline later on. 

Liquid Pollution  
Using bleach to clean buoys and line may kill the sea 
life fouling the gear, but the liquid and the bottles may 

also be harmful when they land in the ocean. Use    
non-bleach alternatives such as scraping with a knife 

or dunking in the hot tank.   

Diesel Debris  
 If oil, lube or fuel is spilled on board or in harbor, use           

“De-OIL-It” or other absorbent products to reduce impact on 
surrounding environment. Throw oil-soaked rags in trash    

receptacle, and bring waste oil to the next HazMat collection. 
…and Liberty and Stewardship for All  

Reminding all crew to keep track of garbage on the boat allows efficiency and focus in protecting and preserving              
the source of your livelihood.  

WOODS HOLE OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTITUTION  
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MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION, INC.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD APPLICATION 2020
         IN MEMORY OF ROBERT A. WHEELER

This application should contain accurate and detailed information and be accompanied by a copy of your 
official high school transcript that is signed and sealed. 

Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Home Address____________________________________________________

City/Town: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State  Zip  

Father, Mother and/or guardian's Name:  Occupation  

Are they a current member of the Mass. Lobstermen's Association?  [   ] Yes [  ] No

Are both parents living? [   ] Yes  [  ] No

Do you have anyone financially dependent upon you?   [  ] Yes  [  ] No

If yes, please explain:   _

How much financial aid is expected in your first year of college / trade school: _

Name of High School and year of graduation:   

Name of college or trade school you expect to enter:   _

Have you been accepted for admission:   

What is your anticipated tuition: ________________________

Have you received any other scholarships - If yes, state amount(s):  _________________________

What business or profession do you expect to prepare for:_______________________________________  

What extra-curricular activities have you participated in:_________________________________________

REFERENCES: Please enclose any letters of recommendation and at least two f rom the 
following choices:  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l ,  G u i d a n c e  C o u n s e l o r ,  I n s t r u c t o r  i n  y o u r  
m a j o r ,  P a s t o  o r  M i n i s t e r .   

Please write a short paragraph explaining why you are interested in your field of endeavor:  

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AWARDED AT THE DESCRETION OF THE   
SCHOLARSHIP  COMMITTEE.   
ALL DECISIONS ARE FINAL

SIGNATURE:_____________________________DATE: ________________________ 

THIS APPLICATION MUST BE RETURNED BY APRIL 15 t h

Mail applications to:   
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Assoc.,  
Scholarship Committee 
8 Otis Place, Scituate, MA  02066.  

MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION, INC.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD APPLICATION 2020
         IN MEMORY OF ROBERT A. WHEELER

This application should contain accurate and detailed information and be accompanied by a copy of your 
official high school transcript that is signed and sealed. 

Name:__________________________________________________________ 

Home Address____________________________________________________

City/Town: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State  Zip  

Father, Mother and/or guardian's Name:  Occupation  

Are they a current member of the Mass. Lobstermen's Association?  [   ] Yes [  ] No

Are both parents living? [   ] Yes  [  ] No

Do you have anyone financially dependent upon you?   [  ] Yes  [  ] No

If yes, please explain:   _

How much financial aid is expected in your first year of college / trade school: _

Name of High School and year of graduation:   

Name of college or trade school you expect to enter:   _

Have you been accepted for admission:   

What is your anticipated tuition: ________________________

Have you received any other scholarships - If yes, state amount(s):  _________________________

What business or profession do you expect to prepare for:_______________________________________  

What extra-curricular activities have you participated in:_________________________________________
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,
MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience. 

•  More engine choices.

•  More fully equipped and staffed locations.

•  More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

•  More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

Contact:   
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

MCmarinead.qxp_Layout 1  6/14/17  4:22 PM  Page 1



56

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

2
0

• M a s s a c h u s e t t s  L o b s t e r M e n ’ s  a s s o c i a t i o n • w w w . L o b s t e r M e n . c o M

BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
(800) 426-4526 

Stock and Custom-Built Traps
Lobster and Specialty Traps

Aquaculture Supplies
Huge Inventory of Commercial

Fishing Supplies
Four Locations in Maine




